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Homeless shelter to temporarily close Saturday
BY MONIQUE BRAND

KILLEEN DAILY HERALD 

On Tuesday, Friends in Crisis staff  
members received  news: the facility at 
412 E. Sprott St. is temporarily closing 
its doors on Saturday. 

The $1.4 million renovated church is 
operated through Families In Crisis, 
a 501(c)3 nonprofi t, and leadership is 
now seeking funds to continue its op-
erations, mostly funded by donations. 

“We want to stress that this is most 
defi nitely temporary. We are looking 
at grants both traditional and nontra-
ditional like GoFundMe,” Families In 
Crisis director of  programs Suzanne 
Armour said. 

The organization also operates two 
shelters for domestic violence victims 
— one in Killeen that houses 65 people 

and one in Temple that houses 15. 
Both Armour and board vice presi-

dent Larry Moehnke stated the closing 
will not affect those facilities. 

The cost to run the Killeen homeless 
shelter — which opened its doors on 
Dec. 23, 2015 — averages $1,000 a day, 
totaling $30,000 monthly, Armour. 

  The shelter serves a daily average 
of  75 people, some 15 percent of  them 
 veterans. Just in 2019 alone, the shelter 
received 245 new clients, Armour. 
In the last three months, 26 children 
 received services.

 The decision to  temporarily close the 
shelter was made by board members 
on Monday evening, Moehnke said.

“We had a shortfall of  fi nancial 
issues and heavily rely on the commu-
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Marsha Byrom, 3rd Cavalry regimental Commander’s spouse, learns how to operate a M249 
SAW during the 3rd Cavalry Regiment Spouse Spur Ride on Fort Hood on Tuesday.

3rd Cav spouses take spur ride
BY LANA HUSBAND 

HERALD CORRESPONDENT

FORT HOOD — About 40 spouses 
from 3rd Cavalry Regiment “Brave 
Rifl  es” got a chance to experience 
part of  the long-standing tradition 
of  Calvary soldiers on Tuesday with 
a spouse spur ride on Fort Hood.

The spouse spur ride kicks off  a 
weeklong series of  sporting events 
and competitions as part of  Brave 
Rifl es Week, leading up to the 173st 
birthday of  the unit this Saturday.  

“We have such a long and deep 
tradition and legacy. And it’s impor-
tant, not just for us, but for other 
veterans and alumni of  3rd Cavalry 
Regiment that they see that we are 
carrying on their traditions and 
legacies.” said Lt. Col. Kent Park, 
3rd Cavalry Regiment’s Thunder 
Squadron commander. 

The exercises are mentally and 
physically demanding, but they 
build teamwork and a support sys-
tem for the spouses. Allowing the 
spouses to gain an appreciation for 
a soldier’s job day in and day out. 
The activities included room-clear-
ing drills, combat life-saver exercis-
es, grenade tossing and simulated 
weapons training.

“You really have to trust the 
people who are right beside you. 
Like the teamwork and helping ev-
erybody to be together and making 
sure you are all on the same page. 
And seeing everything get done in a 
timely manner,” said Army spouse 
Christina Boutwell.

“This whole experience has been 
eye opening. I honestly thought my 
husband was just trained to fi ght, 
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Killeen ISD board tackles long agenda at last regular meeting of school year
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Maria Carmona, seen Tuesday, has been working at the Friends In Crisis shelter since it opened in 
2015. The shelter currently serves more than a hundred people every day in Killeen.PLEASE SEE SHELTER, A8
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BELTON — Nine women, ages 
18 to 25, were rescued in a three-
day sex traffi cking sting centered 
in Killeen. Seven of  the women 
were from Killeen as well as an 18-
year-old was from Dallas and one 
woman was from Asia.

One woman is pregnant, Bell 
County Maj. T.J. Cruz said Tues-
day during a news conference.

Fourteen men and one woman 
were arrested and charged from 
May 6-8 with either human traf-
fi cking, promotion of  prostitu-
tion or prostitution, Sheriff  Eddy 
Lange said Tuesday during a news 
conference.

Both good and bad news were 
shared by Lange.

The bad news was that human 
sex traffi cking is still found in Bell 
County, but the good news was that 
Bell County Sheriff ’s Department 
and other agencies are “making a 
dent in human traffi cking,” Lange 
said.

THE ALLEGED OFFENDERS
Those arrested were from Tem-

ple, Killeen, Goldthwaite, Austin, 
Copperas Cove, Arlington and Dal-
las. Two were active military and 
one was retired from the military, 
Cruz said.

Charged with human traffi ck-
ing were Tatyana Clemens of  
Arlington and Billy Shell of  Dallas. 
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The last Killeen ISD meet-
ing of  the school year drew a 
capacity crowd to the board of  
trustees meeting room Tuesday 
night.

People fi lled the seats and 
lined the walls of  the meeting 
room, with dozens more waiting 
outside in the hallways of  the 
KISD Administration Building 

before the meeting began.
Many in the crowd were 

parents and family members 
who came to see their children 
honored by the board at the 
beginning of  the meeting.

Proud parents cheered and 
took photos and videos of  the 
various teams honored Tuesday.

Among the students honored 
were members of  the Shoe-
maker High School track and 
varsity basketball teams, who 

won district championships. 
Also recognized were members 
of  the Patterson Middle School 
track and swim teams, who also 
won district championships.

Members of  the Rancier 
Middle School chess team were 
honored for winning the Texas 
Super State Middle School 
Championship. The Willow 
Springs Elementary School 
chess team was also recognized 
for winning a spot in the U.S. 

Chess Federation Texas Super 
State tournament.

By the time the awards and 
recognition was over, only about 
a dozen people remained in the 
meeting room.

The six members of  the board 
present at the meeting moved 
quickly on the nearly two-dozen 
items remaining on its agenda. 
Board member Brett Williams 
was absent Tuesday night.

Chief  Financial Offi cer 

Megan Bradley gave a detailed 
presentation on the proposed 
2020 fi scal year budget, showing 
what might change between the 
budget currently in effect and 
the proposed budget. 

Using fi gures currently avail-
able, revenues for fi scal year 
2020 would be $17 million higher 
than fi scal year 2019, totalling 
$408.1 million.
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The Killeen City Council ap-
proved on Tuesday a request to 
rezone 42.3 acres in the Rosewood 
neighborhood.

The 5-2 vote came after a public 
hearing on the rezoning that lasted 
more than one hour. Council mem-
bers Shirley Fleming and Steve 
Harris voted in opposition.

Businessman Jim Wright told 
council members he spoke with 
concerned residents 24 hours prior 
to the meeting and after consid-
eration, adjusted the preliminary 
plans to include reducing the num-
ber of  lots dedicated for duplexes 
from 27 to 14. 

“SS Springs has spent a lot of  
time, energy and resources trying 
to resolve any issues that were 
brought to our attention when we 
fi rst started the process of  a mixed 
use development in Rosewood,” 
Wright said. “Last night, I had 
a discussion with a resident in 
Deerwood and we went over the 
concerns that neighbors had with 
our development,” Wright said. 

Wright, along with six other 
property owners, are part of  SS 
Springs, LLC, which along with 
Abbott Springs Limited is attempt-
ing to rezone 42.3 acres from a local 
business district to a planned unit 
development, or PUD.

The development is near the west-
ern boundary of  Harker Heights, 
adjacent to the Deerwood Estates 
and Birmingham Circle.

According to the developers’ 
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