
STAFF REPORT

The City of  Harker Heights 
last week announced the win-
ners of  its two holiday contests: 
the Wreath Decorating Contest 
and the Parade of  the Lights 
outdoor lighting/decorating 
contest. 

The Wreath Decorating 
Contest had a total of  293 votes 
submitted online or in person 
this year. 

The winners were: 1st Place 
& Santa’s Choice — Holiday 
Celebration, 2nd Place — Texas 
Holiday, and 3rd Place — Red & 
Green Christmas Dream. 

Sara Gibbs, activities coordi-
nator, said, “Thank you to all 

entries for their creative skills 
and participating.”

Voting for both contests  took 
place between Dec. 11 and 
Dec. 15. There was a total of  23 
entries (all Harker Heights resi-
dents) in the Parade of  Lights 
outdoor decorating contest.

Awards were given for 1st 
place, 2nd place, and 3rd place 
per area. 

Residents voted by viewing 
photos online, in person at the 
Activities Center, and/or by 
driving around to the entries’ 
addresses to return to the web-
site to cast their votes. The City 
reported a total of  998 votes 
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Harker Heights house and wreath decorating winners get creative

Seton Medical Center receives fi rst batch of COVID-19 vaccine

’TIS THE SEASON
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2405 Antelope Trail, part of Area 3-19, won the award for Best Kid’s Theme as part of the 2020 Parade of the Lights outdoor lighting/decorating contest.

PLEASE SEE CREATIVE, 2

Nash to join City Council a! er winning close election

PLEASE SEE ELECTION, 2

This display 
won second 
place for 
Texas Holiday 
display during 
the 2020 the 
Wreath Deco-
rating Contest.
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Next month, Lynda Nash will 
become the newest member 
of  the Harker Heights City 
Council.

Nash won the Place 4 seat 
on Saturday, edging out Terry 
Delano by 54 votes in a special 
runoff  election.

Final unoffi cial totals showed 
Nash with 820 votes, or 51.7% to 
766 votes or 48.3% for Delano

Votes will be canvassed at a 
special City Council meeting on 
Tuesday.

After her swearing in on Jan. 
12, Nash will become the fi rst 
African American woman to 
serve on the Harker Heights 
City Council.

Nash said Saturday that she 

was impressed 
by the number of  
people who had 
told her they had 
turned out to vote 
for her.

“Almost every-
one we talked to 
today said they 

had come out to support me,” 
Nash said.

“My dad was the last person 
to vote today — he came out at 
6:58. He was so proud of  me and 
my mom would have been so 
proud of  me, too.”

Election Day voting proved to 
be the difference in the race.

According to unoffi cial 
election results from the city, 
Delano received 624 votes dur-
ing early voting to 600 for Nash. 
But on Saturday, Nash garnered 

209 votes to 137 for Delano.
Nash also received votes on 

11 absentee ballots compared to 
fi ve for Delano.

Nash had run as an advo-
cate for revitalizing the city’s 
north side and dedicating more 
resources to the area north of  
I-14.

“We need a pharmacy and an 
urgent care center on the north 
side,” Nash said Saturday. “We 
need to take care off  all our 
citizens, not just ones who have 
the resources.”

She added, “I am looking to 
working with the other coun-
cil members to move  the city 
forward. I know I may have a 
different perspective but I know 
we can all come together to get 
things done.”

After the results were an-

nounced Saturday, Delano said, 
“Miss Nash worked hard and 
ran a good race, and I offer her 
my congratualtions.

“I appreciate all the people 
who came out and voted for me. 
I appreciate the confi dence they 
placed in me and thank them 
for their support.”

Saturday’s election was the 
culmination of  a nearly year-
long campaign.

The two candidates fi led for 
a spot on the election ballot at 
the beginning of  the year, with 
Delano throwing his hat in the 
ring on Feb. 14, the last day to 
fi le for the May 2 election.

However, health concerns 
surrounding the spread of  the 
coronavirus caused city of-

Nash
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Seton Medical Center in Harker Heights 
has fi nally received its fi rst shipment of  
the COVID-19 vaccine, with the initial 
doses arriving on Wednesday.

The hospital received 600 doses of  
the Moderna vaccine, said Lucy Taylor, 
spokeswoman for the hospital.

She said offi cials would begin adminis-

tering the vaccine to employees on Thurs-
day.

Seton was the last of  the local hospitals 
to receive the vaccine. Hospitals in Killeen, 
Temple and Fort Hood received doses last 
week.

Earlier this week, the Texas Depart-
ment of  State Health Services provided an 
update on how many doses of  the vaccine 
local hospitals have received and are going 

to receive in the near future.
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center in 

Temple received 3,900 doses of  the Pfi zer 
vaccine last week, and were scheduled to 
get another 975 doses this week, according 
to the state health department.

Also this week, AdventHealth in Killeen 
was in line to receive 1,400 doses of  the 
Moderna vaccine, the state health depart-
ment said.
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