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City Council prepares for Phase 2 of coronavirus grant program
BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Harker Heights City
Council on Tuesday cleared the
way to distribute application
forms and funding from Phase
2 of the Coronavirus Relief
Fund (CRF) Small Business
Grant Program.
According to City Secretary
Julie Helsham, application
forms will be available on the
city’s website: www.harkerheights.gov when the application
period begins on Friday, Nov. 13
and ends on Nov. 25.
To receive the funding, the

city must spend
75 percent of the
allocation on
medical expenses,
public health expenses and payroll
expenses. TwentyHelsham
five percent must
be spent or allocated for expenses of actions
to facilitate compliance with
COVID-19, expenses associated
with the provision of economic
support or any other COVID-19
expense needed to function.
The council awarded Small
Business Grants as part of
Phase 1 during its Oct. 27



meeting. The amount of those
grants totaled $89,468.50 and
funded 30 eligible grant applications.
Phase 2 of the Small Business Grant program will have
$250,000 in grant monies for
distribution. City staff has
recommended two changes for
this next grant cycle. First, the
maximum grant amount per
applicant will be $5,000 instead
of $3,000. Secondly, nonprofit
organizations that are 501 C-3
will be eligible. Those nonprofits, however, can only utilize the
grant funds for personal protective equipment and sanitation

supplies.
The funding meets the
requirements of the 25 percent
allocation and will again be
administered by the Central
Texas Council of Governments.
In other business, Director
of Public Works Mark Hyde
informed the council that
the 2020 Street Improvement
Projects bid had been awarded
to Lonestar Grading and Materials, LLC, in the amount of
$572,495.56.
Hyde said, “ The projects will
include subgrade cement stabiPLEASE SEE COUNCIL, 2
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ARBOR DAY

Harker Heights hosts Texas
Arbor Day with virtual proP2
grams.

DO IT YOURSELF

Get Crafty program makes
homemade potpourri for the
holidays.
P2
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Participating in the ceremonial tree planting at Carl Levin Park were: Paul Johnson, Texas A & M Forest Service, Dana Karcher, International Society of Arboriculture, Michael Blomquist, City of Harker Heights, Dr. Hans Williams, Texas Forestry Association, A.J. Thibodeaux, Texas ISA and Steve Carpenter, former mayor of Harker Heights.

CHANGE OF SCENERY

Ladies of Charity Holiday
Bazaar draws large crowd in
P3
Harker Heights.

GREEN LIGHT

Heights leaders, community members plants trees during Arbor Day Celebration
BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Local and state residents viewed the
2020 Arbor Day Celebration from the
host city of Harker Heights on Nov. 6
through the virtual viewing of activities around Texas from the Carl Levin
Park Amphitheatre. The event was
streamed live on Facebook @texasforestservice and @harkerheightspr.
The Texas A&M Forest Service,
Texas Forestry Association, International Society of Arboriculture
Texas Chapter and the City of Harker
Heights hosted the event along with
sponsorship support from the Harker
Heights Chamber of Commerce,

Grizzly’s Hidden Falls Nursery and
Landscaping, Texas Recreation and
Park Society and ONCOR.
The 1st Cavalry Jazz Band from
Fort Hood provided music prior to the
ceremony.
Harker Heights Assistant City
Manager Jerry Bark said, “We are
honored to be the host of the celebration. Our City Council and Staff
understand that planting trees leaves
a legacy for future generations and
beautifies the community.”
The theme of the celebration was
Growing Texas Traditions.
Mayor Pro Tem Michael Blomquist
PLEASE SEE ARBOR DAY, 2



Virtual Family Night program
addresses traffic safety. P5

YOUR NEWS TEAM

Director of Information Technology Gary Bates, left, and Adam
Trujillo of the Activities Center, prepare for the “live streaming”
of the Arbor Day Ceremony from Carl Levin Park.

Heights promotes Kristina Ramirez to planning and development director
HERALD STAFF REPORT

The City of Harker Heights
earlier this week announced
the promotion of the city’s
assistant public works director,
Kristina Ramirez, to the position of planning and development director.
Ramirez has served as the
assistant public works director
for the past year, according to a
release from the city.

Prior to being named assistant public works director,
Ramirez served for eight years
as the City of Killeen’s environmental services director.
Ramirez’s professional experience includes:
• Over 12 years of municipal
government experience
• A Texas certified public
manager
• A Texas registered professional engineer

• A Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering from
Texas A&M University
“Kristina is such an excellent
team member and matches so
well with our culture and our
service expectations,” said
Harker Heights City Manager
David Mitchell.
Ramirez’s new position as
planning and development
director became effective Monday, according to the release.

For Harker Heights area news,
contact Bob Massey
or Dave Miller
at dmiller@kdhnews.com
or 254-501-7543.
Like us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/HarkerHeightsHerald
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Kristina Ramirez

