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Library moves annual Big Truck Day online due to COVID-19

Spectrum moves o!  ce from Killeen to Harker Heights

Vehicles on display
PHOTOS COURTESY OF CITY OF HARKER HEIGHTS

O   cer Angel Abbey of the Harker Heights Pet Adoption Center gives a virtual tour of the F-250 animal control vehicle for Big Truck Day. 

PLEASE SEE TRUCK, 2

Tax rate remains unchanged for FY21 a" er council vote

Joshua Ramirez-Figueroa of the Harker Heights Parks and Recre-
ation Department works on one of the mowers during the video.

PLEASE SEE SPECTRUM, 2

Assistant 
Finance Di-
rector Aye-
sha Lealiiee 
reviews the 
budget and 
tax rate 
process for 
the Council 
at their 
August 25 
telephonic 
meeting 
from City 
Hall.
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PLEASE SEE TAX, 5

BY STEPHANIE RATTS GRISSOM
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Big Truck Day has been a tradition 
in the community for the last several 
years.  Held by the Stewart C. Meyer 
Harker Heights Public Library, vari-
ous departments from the cities of  
Harker Heights and Killeen, as well as 
Fort Hood, bring various vehicles to 
the library and surrounding grounds, 
allowing area children to climb in and 
around them while they learn about 
each one’s function.

This year, however, due to COVID-19 
and the restrictions it has brought, 
Big Truck Day became virtual.

“We are excited to be able to offer 

Virtual Big Truck Day this year!” said 
library director Lisa Youngblood in 
an email correspondence.  “Our kids 
and families have been sad that we 
could not hold a Big Truck Day here 
at the library as we have been able to 
do for about 10 years … we are happy 
to be able to present a virtual version 
on our Facebook page.”

The library released several short 
videos throughout the day on Wednes-
day from different departments in 
the city of  Harker Heights, beginning 
with the Department of  Public Works.  

Street sign supervisor John Fox 
showed the street sweeper, which he 

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Harker Heights City 
Council on Tuesday The Coun-
cil set the proposed tax rate for 
fi scal year 2020-21 at 67.70 cents 
— unchanged from the current 
rate and for the last 11 years.

The council also set a public 
hearing on the tax rate and 
adoption of  the rate for Sept. 
22.

Both votes were 4-0, with 
Councilwoman Jennifer Mc-
Cann not present due to an 
excused absence.

The council met Aug. 14 for 
its annual budget retreat at 
City Hall and heard discussion 

from various staff  members 
about the draft of  the 2020-2021 
Fiscal Year budget.

At the time, Assistant Fi-
nance Director Ayesha Lealiiee 
told the council that the budget 
included a proposed tax rate of  
67.70 cents per $100 valuation.  

“This rate is the same as the 
city’s current property tax 
rate, is higher than the no-new-
revenue rate of  63.91 cents and 
lower than the voter approval 
rate of  69.78 cents,” Lealiiee 
said.

According to a city docu-
ment made available to the 
Herald, the 2020-21 Fiscal Year 

BY LISA DAVIDSON
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The communications service 
Spectrum is moving its offi ce 
and store location from Killeen 
to Harker Heights.

The new offi ce is located 
in the Market Heights shop-
ping center at 201 E. Central 
Texas Expressway, Suite 645, in 

Harker Heights and will open 
its doors to customers today.

“This relocation will impact 
our local businesses and drive 
more traffi c to the Market 
Heights area,” said Gina Pence, 
president and CEO of  the 
Harker Heights Chamber of  
Commerce. “I know the local 
stores and restaurants will be 
thrilled to serve their employ-

ees daily.”
The Spectrum offi ce was pre-

viously located at 309 N. College 
St. in downtown Killeen.

“The Harker Heights Cham-
ber has a long-standing rela-
tionship with Spectrum Reach 
TV/Digital Sales,” Pence said. 
“The new location … is more 
centrally located and easy ac-
cess from I-14.”

Spectrum is a suite of  
advanced communications 
service offered by Charter 
Communications, Inc. Over 
an advanced communications 
network, the company pro-
vides residential and business 
services, including Spectrum 
Internet, TV, Mobile and Voice.
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