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Smith begins second term as Heights mayor; council runoff set for Dec. 19

Heights council hears presentation on potential duplex development

CITY SWEARING IN
PHOTOS BY BOB MASSEY | HERALD

Spencer H. Smith, right, won the right to fi ll his second term as mayor a! er taking 73.4% of the votes caxt  in the Nov. 3 election. Garland K. Potvin, le! , alternate judge 
for the City of Harker Heights, conducts the swearing-in ceremony Tuesday at Harker Heights City Hall.

PLEASE SEE MAYOR, 2

New Planning and Development director talks policy, positions

Mayor Spencer Smith and Mayor Pro Tem Michael Blomquist 
pose for a photo op with a proclamation from Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott.
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Planning and 
Develop-
ment Direc-
tor Kristina 
Ramirez calls 
for the next 
slide in her 
presentation 
to the Harker 
Heights 
City Council 
during 
Tuesday’s 
workshop. 
meeting.
BOB MASSEY | HERALD
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Kristina Ramirez, the newly 
appointed Planning and Devel-
opment Director for the City 
of  Harker Heights, was front 
and center at her fi rst Council 
meeting Nov. 10.

She was called on to be 
actively involved in fi ve items 
from a 14-item agenda through 
either making presentations, 
answering questions posed by 
council members and clarify-
ing detailed information.                                     

Ramirez, 45, is no stranger 
to Harker Heights City Hall or 

to city government, in general. 
During the past year, she held 
the position of  assistant public 
works director — a job that 
included examining utilities 
and assisting with regulatory 
compliance so the daily, weekly, 
monthly and annual reports 
met state and federal guide-
lines. 

Those reports covered water, 
wastewater, solid waste, streets, 
and the plant services fl eet 
were the primary ones, but 
Ramirez also participated in 
the local review of  permits, 
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Spencer Hutson Smith was sworn in 
Tuesday for his second term as mayor 
of  Harker Heights. Smith’s term will 
continue until May 2023.

The council also set Dec. 19 as the 
date for a runoff  election for the top 
two fi nishers for the Place 4 City 
Council seat.

Following the canvassing of  elec-
tion returns from the Nov. 3 general 
election, the offi cial swearing-in of  
Smith was conducted by Garland K. 
Potvin, alternate judge for the City of  
Harker Heights. 

Earlier in the meeting Mayor Pro 

Tem Michael Blomquist read aloud 
the results of  the election returns.

In the mayor’s race, there were 1,708 
undervotes or those who opted not 
to vote in the race.  The number of  
undervotes in the council election to-
taled 1,511.The total number of  votes 
cast in the election were 12,808.

Blomquist reported that Smith 
received 8,151 votes, or 73.43% to 
2,949 or 26.75% for challenger Vitalis 
Dubininkas.

Blomquist also gave the vote totals 
for the candidates in the race for 
Council Member, Place 4.

Lynda Nash led the three candidates 
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The Harker Heights City 
Council considered four agenda 
items at its Tuesday workshop.

Kristina Ramirez, director 
of  planning and development, 
introduced a presentation by 
Lina Chtay, a professional civil 
engineer with Belton Engineer-
ing.

Chtay represented a group 

of  developers at the meeting 
who are seeking council input 
on a residential development 
concept on 34 acres of  a 99-acre 
tract of  land at 13436 E. Knights 
Way. They are seeking to rezone 
the property to a two-family 
dwelling district for the pur-
pose of  constructing duplexes.

According to Ramirez, the 
parcel of  land does have some 
limitations that will need to be 
incorporated.  The applicants 

attended the council workshop 
before taking the concept before 
a Planning and Zoning Com-
mission public hearing on Dec. 
2.

In other business, Jeff  
Achee, director of  parks and 
recreation, talked to council 
members about streamlining 
the approval of  park use for 
groups larger than 10 as set by 
the governor. 

“We want to maintain your 

comfort level as we manage 
these requests on a day-to-day 
basis,” said Achee. “Some agen-
das become extremely long and 
in many cases it’s been because 
there are between fi ve and 10 
facility requests that you are al-
lowed to know the details about 
and then vote on each of  them.”

Several council members 
voiced their support for the 
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