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“I’m asking everyone ... to 
please consider your role in 
preparing yourself  and your 
family for an emergency.”

Those are the words Cop-
peras Cove resident Theresa 
Deans used at the beginning 
of  her citizens forum presen-
tation to the city council on 
July 16. Deans came before the 
council to promote an emer-
gency preparedness training 
event that will be happen-
ing in Killeen at the end of  
September. The Community 
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) course is designed 
to show people how they can 
and should respond in an 
emergency. The registration 
website tells those interested 
that they should have an inter-
est in emergency service and 
a “willingness to serve once 
they are trained.”

And that might ultimately 
be why few people from Cop-
peras Cove will wind up tak-
ing that training.

TORNADO PROMPTS QUESTIONS
The recent EF-2 tornado 

that hit the Big Divide/
Grimes Crossing Road area 
of  Copperas Cove prompted 
several questions about 
emergency management in 
the city.

Some residents asked why 
the city had no emergency 
sirens to help warn the com-
munity of  the approach of  
the oncoming tornado.

Copperas Cove Deputy 
Fire Chief  Gary Young, who 
is also the city’s emergency 
management coordinator, 
said after the tornado that the 
city uses the CodeRED com-
munity notifi cation system 
to send warnings and alerts 

to local residents. Accord-
ing to the city’s emergency 
preparedness page, CodeRED 
works with both landline and 
cellular phones. Users regis-
ter on the CodeRED site and 
then have several options, 
including getting calls, texts 
or emails sent to their cell 
phones.

Young told the Killeen Daily 
Herald that a severe thunder-
storm warning was issued 
through the notifi cation sys-

tem at 4:43 p.m. on June 9, the 
day of  the tornado. A second 
notifi cation, a tornado warn-
ing, was sent out at 5:33 p.m. 

The exact time the tornado 
landed has not been veri-
fi ed. Young has said that the 
alert may have been issued at 
around the same time that the 
tornado touched down. He is 
not sure if  emergency sirens 
would have sounded quickly 
enough to warn anyone about 
the tornado.

Some residents said they 
were unaware of  the Co-
deRED system until after it 
was more widely publicized 
following the tornado. Oth-
ers wondered why the city 
couldn’t invest in a siren 
system to work alongside 
CodeRED.

City offi cials touched on 
those comments at a sum-
mit meeting between the city 
government, the city school 
system, the Chamber of  Com-
merce and the city’s economic 
development corporation on 
June 19. Interim city man-
ager Ryan Haverlah said the 
city does not intend to install 
them, though the possibility 
could be examined in the fu-

Copperas Cove GOOD EATS
Mobile pantry brings a 
ton of food to residents.
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THREE CHEERS

Copperas Cover Junior High 
cheerleaders earned multiple 
honors at a recent camp.  P5

FIGHT NIGHT

Geoff Neal, a 2008 Cove grad, 
fi ghts in UFC 240 Saturday in 
Edmonton, Alberta.  P4

CELEBRATION

The 75th anniversary of 
Guam’s  liberation drew 
hundreds to Cove.  P5

PIZZA PARTY

Five Hills royalty played chef 
in a party at Domino’s.  P7

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  Dave Perdue

at dperduee@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald

READY, OR NOT?

Four announce candidacy for Cove City Council openings
BY THADDEUS IMERMAN

KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

So far, four residents have 
announced their candidacy for 
Copperas Cove City Council 
election on Nov. 5.

Residents were able to begin 
registering for candidacy 
 Saturday. The fi ling period is 
open until Aug. 19, and there is 

no fee.
Seats up for election are 

Places 3, 4 and 5.
The only candidate thus far 

for Place 3 is incumbent and 
Mayor Pro Tem Dan Yancey. He 
is a banker and former member 
of  the Copperas Cove Economic 
Development Corporation.

The only candidate for Place 
4 is incumbent Jay Manning. 

He is a real estate developer and 
is also a former member of  the 
Copperas Cove EDC.

Two candidates have an-
nounced to run for Place 5. 
Incumbent Kirby Lack has 
reached his term limit per the 
city charter and is ineligible for 
re-election.

The candidates for Place 5 are 
Gary Kent and Dianne Yoho 

Campbell. Kent is a former 
councilman and former may-
oral candidate. Kent also is a 
former Nolanville police chief, 
who resigned that position in 
November 2016.

Those interested in fi ling to 
run for City Council need to see 
the City Secretary Lisa Wilson 
at 914 S. Main St, Suite D, in 
Copperas Cove.

Beckman moves front and center as budget process gets underway
BY DAVID PERDUE

COPPERAS COVE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — The 
Copperas Cove City Council 
kicked off  the formal process of  
adopting its next budget on July 
2, when Interim City Manager 
Ryan Haverlah presented the fi s-
cal 2020 budget to the council.

On July 9, Interim Budget Di-
rector Ariana Beckman stood in 
front of  the council and guided 
them through the proposed 
budget at a special workshop 
meeting. The two-hour presenta-

tion was so successful that the 
council cancelled subsequent 
special workshops, with several 
council members praising the 
work done by Haverlah, Beck-
man and the rest of  the city’s 
staff.

Standing in front of  the 
council members and speaking 
at length about the budget is 
something Beckman says she’s 
comfortable doing, though she 
gives some of  the credit for that 
comfort to Haverlah.

Is Cove prepared? 
Emergency preparedness 

class coming, but previous 
classes have not been well 

attended
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Damage to a home at the intersection of Big Divide and Grimes Crossing roads following an EF-2 tornado on June 9 in 
Copperas Cove.
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Thick smoke billows as the Harmon Road fi re consumes different types of fuel 
in Coryell County last July. The fi re burned nearly 3,000 acreas before being 
brought under control.

PLEASE SEE PREPARED, 2

PLEASE SEE BECKMAN, 3

IF  YOU GO
WHAT: Community Emergency 

Response Team Course
WHEN: Fri. Sept. 27, 6-10 p.m;  

Sat. Sept. 28, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.;  
Sat. Oct. 5, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

WHERE: Killeen Fire Academy, 
201 N. 28th St. in Killeen

INFO: There is no charge for the 
course.  More information online 
at www.preparingtexas.org
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Copperas Cove Interim Budget Director Ariana Beckman.


