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SUMMER SWIM

Harker Heights teens dive 
into vacation season with 
pool party.  P2

WELLNESS

Harker Heights Public Library 
hosts fi tness day as weekly 
program.  P3

MAKER MONDAY

Children show their artistic 
sides during Harker Heights 
library program.  P5

NEW SOLDIERS

Community leaders give future 
soldiers encouragement.  P5
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For Harker Heights  area news, 
contact  Artie Phillips 

at artie@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7565 
or Dave Miller
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or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
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Science Day gives participants ‘Out of this World’ experience
From le! , 
Alyssa Nelson, 
8, Brilee Cox, 
9, and Elijah 
Sharples, 5, 
are only too 
happy to get 
their hands 
dirty as they 
replicate 
making moon 
craters in 
Hershey’s 
cocoa powder. 

Heights council amends building permits fee schedule

Heights city budget faces challenges a! er House bill stalls

Learning made fun
PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE GRISSOM | HERALD

Smaller children got to explore the water discovery play area that was set up on the library’s back patio area during Science Day on Wednesday morning. 

PLEASE SEE BUDGET, 3

PLEASE SEE COUNCIL, 2

PLEASE SEE SCIENCE, 2

COURTESY 

From le! , Harker Heights City Manager David Mitchell, Killeen Mayor Jose 
Segarra, Sen. Dawn Buckingham, Harker Heights Mayor Spencer Smith and  
Heights Public Relations Director Jerry Bark pose at the Texas Capitol.
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The Harker Heights Public Li-
brary held the “Out of  this World 
Science Day” on Wednesday morn-
ing, and it drew an impressive 550 
people to the event. Just as impres-
sive were the variety of  fun activi-
ties that were provided for children 
to engage in and explore.

Some of  the activities included 
circuits provided by Texas A&M 
University-Central Texas, Magna-
Tiles, gears, and STEAM toys for ba-
bies set up in the children’s reading 
room.  The play area was available, 
and there were also two bounce 
houses outside to help children shed 
some excess energy.

The Clearwater Underground 

Water Conservation District Trailer 
was set up outside, as well, where 
Corey Dawson was giving educa-
tional talks to children and adults 
alike about rainwater and aquifers. 
People even got a chance to inside 
the trailer, a mobile classroom 
where they could learn even more 
about groundwater and water con-
servation.

The Harker Heights Fire Depart-
ment was also on hand with a fi re 
truck that children could explore.

In keeping with the summer’s 
space theme, there were even more 
activities that included a moon ex-
hibit, rocket crafts where children 
could make their own “rocket,” 
a moon crater activity (children 
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 In response to House Bill 852, 
passed at the close of  the recent 
state legislative session, the 
Harker Heights City Council on 
Tuesday passed an ordinance 
amending the building permits 
fees section of  the fi scal year 

2018-2019 fee schedule.
In passing HB 852, the Legis-

lature eliminated all municipal-
ities’ ability to use the valua-
tion of  a residential project as a 
means to determine the permit 
fee for that project.

The building permit section 
of  the FY 2018-19 fee schedule, 
excluding new construction, is 

immediately no longer valid. 
The language of  the state law 

reads that in determining the 
amount of  a building permit or 
inspection fee required in con-
nection with the construction 
or improvement of  a residen-
tial dwelling, a municipality 
may not consider: the value 
of  the dwelling or the cost of  

construction or improving the 
dwelling. 

A municipality also may 
not require the disclosure of  
information related to the value 
of  or cost of  constructing or im-
proving a residential dwelling 
as a condition of  obtaining a 
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The staff  at Harker Heights 
City Hall again fi nds them-
selves in a quandary about how 
to develop a budget for the next 
fi scal year. 

They are facing the conse-
quences of  the lack of  as-
sistance from the state  Leg-
islature when it comes to the 
reimbursement gap created by 
tax relief  for disabled veterans.  

House Bill 634, co-sponsored 
by state Rep. Brad Buckley, 
R-Salado, would have made 

Harker Heights eligible for 
state compensation easily 
passed the Texas House, but it 
stalled in the Senate Finance 
Committee and never reached 
the fl oor for a vote. 

As a result, the city stands to 
lose nearly $1.5 million from 
the 100 percent exemption this 
year — a 40 percent increase 
from 2017.

The city’s 1,146 exempt home-
steads represent nearly $247 
million in value — or around 
13 percent of  the city’s total 


