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It came to the attention of  
Harker Heights city leaders late 
Tuesday that they had failed to 
post a required budget docu-
ment on the city’s website — an 
oversight that drew criticism 
from one resident.

While the document in ques-
tion was fully published in the 
Killeen Daily Herald, the city 
failed to post it to its website.

  City Manager David Mitch-

ell, through a press 
release and state-
ment on the web-
site, said, “As your 
city manager, the 
buck stops with me 
and I apologize that 
the posting was not 
done correctly on 

our website.”
Due to the failure to post the 

document and the direction of  
state requirements, items 1-4 
posted on the Sept. 14 agenda 
will be moved to the following 

new budget schedule:
Monday, Sept. 27, 5 p.m., City 

Hall
  (1) Public hearing on the 

budget and budget adoption
  (2) Approval of  the Fis-

cal Year 2021-2022 rates and 
charges

  (3) Ratifying the property tax 
increase refl ected in the Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022 budget

Tuesday, Sept. 28, 5 p.m., City 
Hall

 Public hearing on the tax 

rate and adoption
Mitchell said, “We’ve placed 

certain checks in our system 
to ensure that all required 
budget documents are posted 
correctly in the future. ... In this 
process, we failed to live up to 
our vision. We will learn from 
it and improve our procedures 
moving forward.”

Mayor Spencer Smith did 
take comments from the audi-
ence that numbered about 45 
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Local baker competes on Halloween-themed cooking battle show

Heights parents express frustration over proposed high school rezoning plan

SCARY GOOD CAKES

PLEASE SEE BAKER, 2

Change in Heights budget schedule draws fi re from resident

COURTESY OF FOOD NETWORK

Bakers compete in teams of three. Pictured are Kim Simons, le! , Lilian Halabi, center, and Jewel Burgess. Each team member has specifi c jobs in assembling the 
cake. At the “Halloween Wars” contest, Lilian was in charge of baking and decoration design.

Lily Halabi 
shows off 
scary rem-
nants at her 
Harker Heights 
store, Lily’s 
Cakes, a! er re-
turning home 
from compet-
ing in the 
“Halloween 
Wars” contest 
that runs for 
7 episodes 
on the Food 
Network be-
ginning Sept. 
19 and ending 
on Halloween.
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  Lilian Halabi, owner of  
Lily’s Cakes in Harker Heights, 
is at it again. She is back on 
the television baking contest 
circuit and just completed the 
taping of  her fi fth show for the 
Food Network.

Halabi won “Cake Wars” in 
2017, “Holiday Wars” in 2018, 
plus appearing in“Cake Wars 
Champs,” “The Winner Takes 
All,” and the latest one “Hal-
loween Wars,” which debuts 
Sunday night.

Halabi was also selected as 
one of  50 judges nationwide for 
the “Buddy vs. Duff” contest, 

a major cake competition be-
tween the titans of  baking.

Halabi will be featured on a 
Food Network show titled “The 
Road to Halloween Wars” that 
airs at 7 p.m. Central time on 
Sunday. The program tells the 
story of  how show producers 
traveled around the country 
to choose competitors for the 
upcoming “Halloween Wars.”  

The competition was taped in 
a new studio in Utah.

An hour later, the fi rst of  sev-
en episodes featuring Lily and 
her two team members, Kim 
Simons and Jewell Burgess as 
competitors, airs on the Food 
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More than 50 people attended the Killeen 
Independent School District’s fi rst rezon-
ing hearing at Harker Heights High School 
Monday evening. 

Multiple parents expressed frustra-
tion about purchasing a house in Harker 
Heights specifi cally for their children to 
go to the city’s namesake high school, only 
to be rezoned for a high school in Killeen 
under the district’s latest attendance zone 
proposal. Some parents also voiced con-
cerns about recent reports of  violence at 
Killeen high schools.

Danielle Wade, of  Harker Heights, at-
tended the public rezoning hearing with 
her daughter.

“As a parent who bought my house for 
my child to go to Harker Heights High 
School, how am I supposed to be comfort-
able sending her to school with that group 
of  students,” Wade asked KISD Superin-
tendent John Craft citing reports of  fi ghts 
and fi res at Killeen high schools. 

Craft told Wade the district was cracking 
down on “all confl ict fi ghts” adding that 
any student caught fi ghting will be im-
mediately placed in a DAEP (disciplinary 
alternative education program) setting. 

Wade urged KISD to listen to the stu-

dents’ opinions and fears about rezoning. 
“A lot of  parents are concerned because 

some of  these students have issues,” Wade 
said. “Kids talk. We have to listen to our 
kids.” 

Other parents said the district’s rezon-
ing proposal will add minutes and miles to 
their morning drop-off  routines and that 
their currently zoned schools are physi-
cally closer to their homes. 

To these comments, Craft reminded the 
audience that the district is proposing 
these changes to alleviate overcrowded 
high schools — including Harker Heights 

Mitchell


