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DONATION

Preteen Miss Five Hills helps 
Fort Hood K9s with annual 
donation drive.  P2

ADJUSTMENTS

Copperas Cove ISD Board of 
Trustees announces pay rate 
adjustments.  P3

RAISING MONEY

Tag Team for Autism raises 
money, awareness in Cop-
peras Cove  P5

MOST SPIRITED

Cheer squad named Most 
Spirited.  P5

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  David Purdue

at dpurdue@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7553
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald

BY DAVID PERDUE
COPPERAS COVE HERALD

The process for putting 
together Copperas Cove’s next 

budget is underway.
Interim City Man-

ager Ryan Haverlah 
gave an in-depth 
budget presentation 
to the city council 
during a workshop 
meeting Tuesday. 
The presentation 

kicks off  the budget process for 
the city, which must adopt its 
budget by September 30.

Haverlah is proposing a 

budget of  $44.65 million for 
the next fi scal year. The city’s 
current budget was set at $37.03 
million last September. Major 
expenditures affecting the bud-
get include a 1% cost of  living 
adjustment for city salaries, 
adding new positions in several 
departments, asbestos abate-
ment in several old city build-
ings, and economic develop-
ment rebates expected to total 
$469,348.

The city is also instituting an 
incentive pay program to help 
retain and reward its employ-
ees. Employees that maintain 
or achieve certifi cations or li-

censes related to their jobs will 
be eligible for bonuses.

The city anticipates having 
a $10.94 million fund balance 
after accounting for all revenue 
and expenditures. Haverlah 
said the city was meeting its 
goal of  having an ideal fund 
balance that equals three 
months of  expenditures.

One area of  concern is the 
Hills of  Cove golf  course. 
Currently, the golf  course has 
a nearly $1.4 million defi cit 
that Haverlah said needs to be 
addressed soon. The proposed 
budget forecasts a 3% reduction 
in expenses, but also predicts a 

4% reduction in revenue.
General fund expenses would 

rise by 6% in the next fi scal 
year. Revenue would increase 
by 4%.

A 1% increase in water and 
sewer rates is included in the 
proposed budget. Expenditures 
would drop by about $25,000 
year over year. Major expenses 
include the South Meadows wa-
ter line improvement project, 
which is budgeted at $250,000.

The Solid Waste budget will 
get a boost from a proposed $1 
increase in the garbage collec-

BY DAVID PERDUE
COPPERAS COVE HERALD

The Copperas Cove City 
Council has decided against a 
petition by the Kempner Fire 
Department to form an emer-
gency services district.

The council again questioned 
Kempner Fire Chief  Dan 
Hause extensively about the 
formation of  the district dur-
ing Tuesday’s regular meeting. 
Hause told council he wants 
to form the district in order to 
increase the service his cur-
rently all-volunteer department 
could provide. Hause would 
like to add 2 full-time employ-
ees for coverage during hours 
when volunteers are generally 
unavailable due to work.  The 
money would also help with ag-
ing equipment and other needs.

Copperas Cove needed to 
approve the formation of  the 
district because some of  the 
property lies within the city’s 

extraterritorial jurisdiction 
(ETJ). The Copperas Cove Fire 
Department has suggested 
that the city could provide fi re 

services to property in the ETJ 
at a lower rate and with faster 

 City manager’s proposed budget would increase 
spending, maintain fund balance
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Interim City Manager Ryan Haverlah, fourth from le! , speaks to the Copperas Cove City Council during Tuesday meeting.

Cove City Council rejects Kempner emergency services district

Haverlah
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BY DAVID PERDUE
COPPERAS COVE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — The ir-
resistable lure of  free ice cream 
brought hundreds of  children 
to Waffl e Cone in Copperas 
Cove Saturday for an event 
sponsored by the city’s police 
department.

A line of  parents and chil-
dren formed outside the ice 
cream shop in the Cove Ter-
race Shopping Center about 

30 minutes before the event’s 
scheduled noon start time. 
John Hayes, the owner of  
Waffl e Cone, wasn’t surprised 
at the turnout.

“I think we served like 700 
people in that 3 hours (last 
year),” Hayes said as families 
patiently waited for their turn 
at the ice cream store’s counter. 
“We were approached last year 
by the Copperas Cove Police 
Department...because they 
were doing it at the coffee plac-

es and the fast food restaurants, 
but they didn’t have anything 
for kids. So they asked me and I 
thought it was a great idea.”

In addition to free cones 
for children 12 and under, the 
event included bounce houses, 
pictures with McGruff  the 
Crime Dog, the chance to see 
inside police vehicles and, of  
course, a chance to get know 
Copperas Cove police offi cers.

“It’s important for children 
to know that we’re approach-

able,” Cpl. Krystal Baker said 
as she stood outside Waffl e 
Cone following her turn scoop-
ing out ice cream for those 
waiting in line. “It’s good to see 
the smiles on their faces. We 
really enjoy hanging out with 
them in this kind of  environ-
ment.”

Malissa Rico was taking her 
children around to see all the 
police vehicles on display. As 

CONE WITH A COP

Police bring community together, to build trust over ice cream
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Serenity Hall, 5, gets a picture with Copperas Cove Police Department Detective Felis Reyna during 
Saturday’s Cone with a Cop event at Wa"  e Cone.
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Jason Bomar, 12, and Dakota Bomar, 7 enjoy ice 
cream cones at Saturday’s Cone with a Cop event 
at Wa"  e Cone in Copperas Cove.

PLEASE SEE ICE CREAM, 2

PLEASE SEE COUNCIL, 3


