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Two candidates from last fall’s Harker 
Heights municipal election have fi led for 
spots on the May 1 city ballot.

Both Vitalis Dubininkas, who ran 
for mayor in November, and Jeffrey K. 
Harris, who sought a council seat last 
fall, have fi led for the Place 5 seat on the 
council.

Also fi ling for the Place 5 seat 
was political newcomer Stacey Wilson.

The seat is currently held by Jody 

Nicholas, who is term-limited by the city 
charter and ineligible to seek reelection.

Mayor Pro Tem Michael Blomquist has 
fi led for reelection to his Place 2 seat. No 
other candidates have fi led in that race, as 
of  Wednesday afternoon.

 Blomquist was elected to the Place 2 
seat in 2018.

Both the Place 2 and Place 5 seats carry 
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Area anglers take advantage of chance to fi sh for rainbow trout

4 candidates currently in running for two Harker Heights City Council seats

DROPPING A LINE
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Killeen resident Keith McGough took his 3-year-old daughter, Lainey, for her fi rst-ever fi shing trip last Saturday at Carl Levin Park in Harker Heights.

PLEASE SEE ANGLERS, 2

City trash pickup to receive upgrade beginning March 1

Joseph 
Walden 
holds a 
wire fi sh 
basket as 
his dad, 
Shawn, 
works to 
remove the 
hook from 
his catch.
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It’s sometimes called 
the “One Armed Ban-
dit” but it’s coming 
to Harker Heights in 
February and will be-
gin serving residents 
on March 1.
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Rainbow trout are considered 
one of  the top five sport fishes in 
North America and one of  the 
most important game fish located 
west of  the Rocky Mountains, but 
normally they are impossible to 
catch in warm Texas waters.

Unless, that is, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department comes 
to town and stocks the local pond, 
lake, or stream with hundreds of  
hungry, hatchery-raised rain-
bows and invites the public to 
come out and bait a hook.

That is exactly what happened 
last week at Carl Levin Park, 
and Kempner resident Shawn 

Walden and his son, Joseph, were 
on hand to take advantage of  a 
thousand new fish being added 
to the Harker Heights city pond, 
half  on Dec. 15 and half  on Jan. 
14.

“This is our second time com-
ing out,” the elder Walden said 
Saturday morning, as he and 
Joseph both pulled in a wriggling 
rainbow. “We came out when 
they dumped the trout in the first 
time.

“We did this last year in Cop-
peras Cove — we caught a ton of  
fish there — but this is our first 
year to come to Harker Heights. 
It’s awesome. It gives kids a 
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On March 1, the city will be 
changing the method of  resi-
dential curbside trash pickup.

For 43 consecutive years, 
Waste Management, Inc., has 
been administering solid waste 
collection for the city of  Harker 
Heights. 

Bags of  trash left at the curb 
will no longer be picked up by 
workers hanging onto the back 
of  a truck meandering down 
the streets.

The City Council recently 

approved a new contract with 
Waste Management, which will 
be in effect through February 
2025. It brings with it an un-
usual way of  collecting waste 
that is vastly different from 
thecustomary way of  the past. 

Director of  Public Works 
Mark Hyde said, “We’re excited 
about these fi ve new automated 
side-loading trucks and the 
96-gallon poly carts that will 
provide much better service 
and cleaner streets.”

All trash bags with solid 

Dubininkas Harris


