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For a group of  Korean War veterans, a “thank 
you for your service” came Thursday in the form of  
waffl es, eggs and biscuits with gravy.

Lim Seoung, owner of  Killeen’s Hallmark Restau-
rant, treated about 15 Korean War veterans to a free 
breakfast to say he appreciated their service to his 
home country, said James Rominger, the veteran 
who coordinated the event with the Korean War 
Veterans Association.

“He’s very nice to do this,” Rominger said. “It’s 
not only this place, but I don’t know of  a Korean 
restaurant in town that hasn’t invited us to dinner.”

The Korean War was fought from June 1950 to 
July 1953. Almost 40,000 Americans died during the 
war and another 100,000 were wounded. The war 
ended in a stalemate, but allowed South Korea to 
function free and separate of  its communist coun-
terpart to the north. Now 60 years later, South Korea 
is the 12th largest economy in the world.

BY JC JONES
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

F ORT HOOD 
— About 200 more 
troops from the 
36th Engineer 

Brigade reunited with their 
families Thursday, a! er 
deploying to Liberia in 
November. 

During the homecoming 
ceremony, the brigade’s 
62nd Engineer Battalion 
uncased its colors, signify-
ing its o"  cial return to 
Fort Hood.

“I couldn’t be prouder 
of my soldiers and their 
performance,” said Lt. Col. 
Michael Baker, battalion 
commander.

The unit’s soldiers began 
returning to Fort Hood in 
January.

Excited loved ones fi lled 
Starker Gym as they 
waited to catch the fi rst 
glimpses of the ones 
they’ve missed for the 
past several months.

Eleven-year-old Isaac 
Hallberg couldn’t wait to 
have his dad, Maj. Brian 
Hallberg, 36th Engineer 
Brigade, back home.

“I’m looking forward to 
maybe going fi shing or 
camping sometime,” he 
said.

BY DAVID ESPO AND ERICA WERNER 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON — Sounding retreat, 
House Republicans agreed Thursday to 
push short-term funding to prevent a par-
tial shutdown at the Homeland Security 
Department while leaving in place Obama 
administration immigration policies they 
have vowed to repeal. 

“The speaker’s pretty adamant that he’s 
not going to shut down Homeland Security, 
especially in light of  the Mall of  America 
and in light of  what’s happened in New 
York,” said Rep. Dennis Ross., R-Fla., 
emerging from a closed-door strategy ses-
sion with the Republican rank-and-fi le. 

He referred to a suggestion made by one 
terrorist group that a sympathizer should 
attack the Mall of  America, an enormous 

shopping facility in Minnesota, as well as 
the arrests Wednesday in Brooklyn of  men 
charged with plotting to help Islamic State 
fi ghters. 

Ross and other Republicans said legisla-
tion to fund DHS for three weeks would be 
put to a vote in the House today. 

Senate Democratic offi cials indicated 
they would agree to the measure, and pre-
dicted President Barack Obama would sign 

the measure, averting a partial shutdown 
of  an agency with major anti-terrorism 
responsibilities. 

Outlining a second step in a revised strat-
egy, Ross said House Republicans would 
also seek negotiations on a separate spend-
ing bill on track for Senate passage today. 
It would fund the agency through the Sept. 
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First Lt. Andrew Blair hugs his wife, Sarah, during a homecoming ceremony for 36th Engi-
neer Brigade soldiers Thursday at Fort Hood’s Starker Gym.

Troops complete Ebola monitoring, reunite with families

Killeen to create 
panel to review 

land-use map

ABOVE: Pfc. Sheila Dimodica, le! , and Harley, 2, 
welcome home Pvt. Christina Gonzales on Thursday 
at Starker Gym. AT RIGHT: Maj. Rose Guerrero, le! , 
greets Maj. Tony Costello, with daughter Kate, 5, on 
his shoulders. See more photos at KDHnews.com.PLEASE SEE TROOPS, A8
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In a joint meeting between the Killeen City Council 
and the planning and zoning commission Thursday 
evening, the council consented to establishing a com-
mittee to review the city’s future land-use map and 
comprehensive plan.

Johnny Frederick, commission chairman, said the 
goal of  the meeting was for planning and zoning to 
gain some direction from the council.

“We want to do the work that you want us to do,” he 
told the council. “Our zoning issues are very straight-
forward, but the planning side of  this is where we can 
really use help from council.”

After lengthy discussions regarding the future 
land-use map and the comprehensive plan, the council 
reached a 6-1 consensus to develop a committee to look 
at both documents. Councilman Steve Harris was the 
lone dissenting council member, saying he wanted to 
wait for the city’s impact fee study to come back before 
moving forward.

Commissioner Tad Dorroh proposed developing 
a joint subcommittee composed of  commissioners, 
council members and city staff  to regularly review the 

BY RACHAEL RILEY
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

NOLANVILLE — Council members sifted through 
about eight applications Thursday to name the top two 
candidates for the open city manager position — Man-
uel De La Rosa and Carl Ford. 

The position has been vacant since Stephen Pearl left 
July 19 to accept another job.

Crystal Briggs, city secretary and assistant city man-
ager, has been fi lling in during the interim. 

“I’m happy,” Briggs said after council members chose 
fi nalists during the workshop meeting. “I just want to 
move forward.” 

Briggs said one of  the candidates could possibly 
come in for an interview with council members during 
Thursday’s regular meeting. 

Once both have been interviewed, a decision will be 
made as soon as possible. 

According to the opening posted on the city’s website, 
the salary is between $56,000 and $68,000 a year.

Nolanville council names 
fi nalists for city manager

PLEASE SEE NOLANVILLE, A8

PLEASE SEE KILLEEN, A8

House Republicans weigh new approach on Homeland Security funding 

Hallmark Restau-
rant waitress Bren-
da Mason pours 
coffee, as Korean 
War veterans Jesus 
Villanueva, center, 
and Fermin Cantu 
talk during break-
fast Thursday. 
The purpose of 
the breakfast was 
to honor those 
who served in the 
Korean War.
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Killeen restaurant honors Korean War vets
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