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Harker Heights PREPARATION
Lady Knights get ready 
for next volleyball season
 P4
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WALK THE DOG

Area youth learn yo-yo tricks 
and tips during event at 
public library.  P2

RECOGNITION

City of Harker Heights honors 
employees during biannual 
ceremony.  P3

ARTS & CRAFTS

Heights youth create unique 
coffee mugs with markers at 
event.  P5

WHOLE NEW ACT

Killeen ISD to present 
‘Aladdin Jr.’ next week.  P5
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Heights library program celebrates all things about Lone Star State
Several area 
children spent 
some time 
Wednesday 
morning building 
a cabin from gi-
ant Lincoln Logs, 
part of the many 
Texas-themed 
activities they 
got to experi-
ence at the 
Heights library. 
Wednesday’s 
program 
celebrated all 
things Texas. 

KISD announces new principal for Harker Heights High School

Juneteenth event draws large crowd to Harker Heights

Texas on display
PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE GRISSOM | HERALD

Library director Lisa Youngblood was joined by Hank the Cowdog during the library’s Texas Showcase on Wednesday morning. The program included a puppet show 
and several Texas-related activities. 

PLEASE SEE JUNETEENTH, 3

PLEASE SEE TEXAS, 3

ARTIE PHILLIPS | HERALD 

Dozens of children enjoyed jumping in the bounce houses available at the 
Harker Heights Event Center during the Juneteenth celebration Sunday.

BY STEPHANIE RATTS GRISSOM
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Word has gotten out about the 
special summer programming at 
the Harker Heights Public Library, 
and the sheer number of  people 
that are pouring into the library 
every Wednesday morning is im-
pressive.  

This week’s program brought 
Texas to life with the “Stars at 
Night Texas Showcase,” and once 
again attracted enormous crowds: 
the fi rst showing of  the morning 
saw more than 300 people, 250 of  
them children; the second showing, 
usually a much smaller number, 
still drew over 200 people, 155 of  

that number children. 
Library director Lisa Young-

blood, children’s librarian Amanda 
Hairston, and a passel of  teen vol-
unteers donned their best Western 
duds for the event, wearing cowboy 
hats, bandanas and cowboy boots.  

Youngblood began the early show-
ing with a hearty “Howdy!” to the 
attendees.  She said, “We’re going 
to do some movin’ and groovin’.  
I’m so glad everyone is here in 
Texas today. Today I am ‘Lightning 
Lisa,’” while proudly showing off  
her Western wear.  

All of  the volunteers had Texas-
themed names for the morning 
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HARKER HEIGHTS 
— Killeen Independent School 
District Superintendent John 
Craft announced in a release 
on Monday the  Harker Heights 
High School principal for the 
upcoming school year.

Jorge Soldevila will assume 
his new role immediately 
following the retirement of  

40-year educator 
Larry Brazzil, who 
had served as the 
school’s principal 
since June 2014.

Soldevila entered 
public education 
in 2008 after hav-
ing worked in the 

business management sector. 
He holds a master’s degree in 
business administration and is 
expected to complete his doc-

tor of  education in the future. 
He is currently the principal 
of  Liberty Hill Middle School 
and has served as a classroom 
teacher and coach at Union 
Grove Middle School and as an 
assistant principal at Heights 
High.

According to the release, 
Soldevila “remains committed 
to instilling high expectations 
for all learners” after having 
the opportunity to work with 

both middle and high school 
students.

“Mr. Soldevila has demon-
strated his abilities as an effec-
tive instructional leader and 
is a proud graduate of  Killeen 
ISD himself,” Craft said. “We 
are excited for Mr. Soldevila 
to assume his new role and 
to take our Knights to great 
heights.”
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Soldevila
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The Harker Heights Event 
Center was bustling with ac-
tivity Sunday, as hundreds of  
area residents and dozens of  
vendors gathered for the an-
nual Juneteenth celebration.

“This is actually our second 
time participating in June-
teenth here,” Kakes by Kat 
owner Kat Tucker said. “We 
were actually in Waco yes-
terday at a Juneteenth event, 
also. I think this is great.”

Hundreds on area residents 

mingled with vendors and 
entertainers on the fl oor of  
the Harker Heights Event 
Center on Sunday in celebra-
tion of  Juneteenth, a holiday 
that commemorates the June 
19, 1865, announcement of  the 
abolition of  slavery in Texas.

“I had never actually heard 
about Juneteenth before I 
came to Texas, but when I 
fi rst got here 20 years ago 
(my family and I) attended a 
Juneteenth Hair Show in San 
Antonio, and I realized there 


