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Kill een Independent School 
District  is seeking to incor-
porate additional energy 
effi ciencies into the schools it 
is building or renovating with 
$426 million in bond money and 
in  money from savings.

KISD is closely analyzing 
“fi rst costs,” or cost of  construc-
tion, for energy effi cient or low-
maintenance products in order 
to save money on constant re-

pairs, according to Adam Rich, 
KISD construction and facilities 
planning program manager. 
Also in consideration is overall 
energy or maintenance savings 
KISD could realize over the life 
cycle of  products. 

“Energy effi ciency is becom-
ing increasingly important,” 
Rich said. “We are evaluating 
options to incorporate these 
features as a learning tool for 
students at these campuses as 
well.” The features align with 
KISD’s increasing focus on 

STEM programming. 
Also during construction, 

contractors are providing KISD 
with periodic cost estimates, 
which is helping to maximize 
cost effi ciency, according to 
district offi cials.

“Bringing a contractor on 
board this early in design al-
lows for a more collaborative 
approach to the design of  the 
building and helps provide real 
time cost estimating while go-
ing through the design process,” 
Rich said. 

BACKGROUND
 Voters last year in May ap-

proved two school construction 
bonds for a total of  $426 million 
to build and renovate schools in 
KISD. Voter approval came after 
Superintendent John Craft and 
staff  went on a monthslong mis-
sion saying the district popula-
tion increases warranted new 
schools.

For the 2019-2020 school year, 
the district projects enrollment 
to be 45,583, up from about 45,091 

for the 2018-2019 school year.
 Proposition A of  the bond, for 

$235 million, will pay for con-
struction of  a new high school 
and elementary school and 
renovations to existing schools 
for ADA compliance and secu-
rity upgrades.

Proposition B, for $191 mil-
lion, will pay for consolidation 
of  some schools, and renova-
tion of  Killeen High School and 
other schools.
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MCALLEN — Acting 
Defense Secretary Patrick 
Shanahan visited a border 
city in Texas on Saturday and 
said he intends to accelerate 
planning to secure the border 
and bolster the administra-
tion’s ability to accomplish 
that without the Pentagon’s 
continuous help.

He also offered assurances 
to perhaps two dozen Border 
Patrol agents and other of-
fi cials at the McAllen Border 
Patrol Station that the Penta-
gon would not withdraw its 
military support prematurely.

“We’re not going to leave 

until the border is secure,” he 
said, adding, “This isn’t about 
identifying a problem. It’s 
about fi xing a problem more 
quickly.”

Shanahan told Congress 
this past week that there are 
4,364 military troops on the 
border, including active-duty 
and National Guard. They are 
erecting barriers, providing 
logistics and transportation 
service and other activities 
in support of  Customs and 
Border Protection. The troops 
are prohibited from perform-
ing law enforcement duties. 
Troops have been deployed on 
the border since last October 
and are committed to being 
there through September.

While fl ying to Texas, he 
dismissed any suggestion 
that active-duty forces will 
extend their mission for the 
long haul. “It will not be 
indefi nite,” he told reporters 
traveling with him.

Shanahan also said he has 
instructed a two-star Army 
general, Ricky Waddell, to 
develop a plan soon that will 
answer this question: “How 
do we get more badges back 
to the border?” — a refer-
ence to ensuring Homeland 
Security Department is fully 
capable of  securing the bor-
der, its core mission.

Shortfalls in personnel and 

Badgers’ baseball season 
ends with Game 3 loss to 
Bellville C1

BUSINESS A13
CLASSIFIED E3
CROSSWORD D6
DEAR ABBY D6

HEALTH E1
LIVING HERE D1
LOTTERY A2
OBITUARIES B2

OPINION A10
OUR TEXAS B1
SCOREBOARD C2
SPORTS C1

Mostly Sunny
High 78  Low 58

B8

MORE ‘HEARTBEAT’ ABORTION BANS ADVANCING.  A4

WE SUPPORT
OUR SOLDIERS

KISD TO TACKLE LONG AGENDA TUESDAY. B2

Vol. 67, No. 132  Sunday, May 12, 2019 $1.50

Killeen school district progresses on bond construction program

Requests for annexation 
raise multiple questions

Acting Defense Secretary Shanahan says military won’t leave until border is secure

ABOVE: Area teams partici-
pated in a state track meet 
Saturday at the Univer-
sity of Texas in Austin. Jaci 
McGregor of Salado, second 
from right, captured the 
bronze in the 4A Girls 3200 
meter run. LEFT: Ellison’s 
Stacy Brown competes in 
the triple jump at the 2019 
State Track & Field Cham-
pionships at Mike Myers 
Stadium, Austin. For more 
coverage of the competi-
tion, see page C1.
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Acting Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan, le! , speaks with troops near McAllen 
about the military’s role in support of the Department of Homeland Security’s effort 
to secure the Southwest border. At right is Kevin McAleenan, acting DHS secretary.
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 Since March,  requests to have 
property annexed into Killeen 
  have  split the City Council and 
concerned residents. 

Area homebuilder Gary 
Purser Jr. is petitioning the city 
to annex land adjacent to 5601 
Clear Creek Road, which totals 
approximately 76.459 acres, 
while WBW Land Investments 
Limited Partnership is seeking 
the annexation of  land adjacent 
to 7501 Chaparral Road, totaling 
approximately 83.01 acres.

 Council members and 
residents asked what the city’s 
fi nancial obligations would 
be on the annexations and 
whether one of  the proposals 
ran counter to  studies with the 
Army over land use around 
Fort Hood.

 Killeen staff  is currently 
working on a service plan that 
will go over  fi nancial obliga-
tions. Council will receive it on 
its May 21 workshop agenda 
packets. 

  The other concern is whether 
Purser’s land is in danger of  
encroaching on Fort Hood’s 
training grounds. 

The request to start the 
process of  considering both an-
nexation requests was passed 
 April 9, with a vote of  4-3.   Coun-
cil members Jim Kilpatrick, 
Juan Rivera, Butch Menking  
and Debbie Nash-King voted to 
move forward with the request, 
while Council members Shirley 
Fleming, Gregory Johnson and 
Steve Harris voted in opposi-
tion.

On May 7, a public hearing 

was held during a special city 
council meeting, where some 
residents  noted Purser’s land 
 is close to Fort Hood training 
grounds and the Killeen-Fort 
Hood Regional Airport. 

Longtime resident James 
Ralston mentioned Fort Hood 
offi cials previously conducted 
a Joint Land Use Study , a tool 
funded and used by the Depart-
ment of  Defense . 

“They don’t do that without 
a good reason. They’re a little 
nervous about encroachment,” 
Ralston said. 

The study was a collaboration 
of  two counties, eight cities, 
two regional agencies, a federal 
agency and Fort Hood, with 
the intention of  continuing 
“compatibility of  land use and 
development activity in civil-
ian communities with air and 
ground operations, training, 
testing and power projection 
missions conducted at Fort 
Hood.” 

Heart of  Texas Defense Alli-
ance  and Central Texas Council 
of  Governments  were the two 
regional entities involved in the 
 study, which was completed in 
2016. 

A joint agreement was signed 
in 2017 between the Fort Hood 
 Army Garrison commander  
and the council of  local govern-
ments . 

Jim Reed,  the council of  gov-
ernments’ executive director, 
said the studies  help develop 
the compatible use of  land 
between military installations 
and cities. 

“The driving force of  the 
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