
Copperas Cove LOOKING AHEAD
Grant will help students 
prepare for coding jobs
 P5
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SPOTLIGHT

School counselor instills 
desire, hope in students. 
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ENCOURAGE

Cove fair encourages moms to 
breastfeed.  
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VOICES

Time helps pain of loss turn 
to memories of love.  
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BULLDAWGS

Regular-season schedule  
starts tonight.  P4

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  David Perdue

at dperdue@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald
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COPPERAS COVE — Elisha 
Tiliaia loves dancing — so 
much so that she and her group 
of  dancers have performed at 
dozens of  free festivals around 
Central Texas this year.

“I would say already over 30,” 
Tiliaia said after performing at 
the Copperas Cove Food Truck 
Festival Saturday as part of  the 
Baila Pacifi ca Entertainment 
troupe. In addition to wowing the 
crowd with Polynesian dancing, 
fi re twirling and drumming, 
the group pulled some people 
from the crowd surrounding 
the City Park outdoor stage and 
gave them an impromptu dance 
lesson. That’s part of  what draws 

Tiliaia to performing.
“My favorite part is probably 

seeing the crowd’s reaction,” she 
said. “I like to see them enjoying 
everything and learning about 

the culture at the same time.”
Baila Pacifi ca, which is based 

in Killeen, formed when children 
started asking Tiliaia if  they 
could learn how to dance like her.

“They would hire me to per-
form, and then I had little kids 
asking to join,” Tiliaia said. “And 
I was like, oh man...so maybe I 
have to do something with this 
now. So we (made) this a dance 
group instead of  an entertain-
ment group.”

The group was the opening act 
for the entertainment portion 
of  the festival, which got off  to a 
slow start because of  rain from 
an afternoon thunderstorm.

“It’s still early, but the rain kind 
of  messed with us a little bit,” 
Melvin Lowe said as he watched 
a few people stroll by late Satur-
day afternoon as clouds started 
to clear. His business, Lowe’s 
Legs, was one of  the two dozen 

Food Truck Festival forges on despite rain
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Copperas Cove Parks and Recreation employee Kaylee Steele helps a family 
vote for the People’s Choice food truck during the 3rd annual Copperas Cove 
Food Truck Festival Saturday at City Park.

PLEASE SEE FESTIVAL, 2
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COPPERAS COVE — “See 
how small it is? That’s why I 
can’t put another freezer in 
here.” 

Eloina “Bo” Roldan really 
wants to expand the reach of  
the Copperas Cove Meals on 
Wheels program, but knows 
that it can’t happen while the 
nearly all-volunteer group oper-
ates out of  a small space inside 

the Copperas Cove Senior 
Center.

“We weren’t kidding when 
we said it was a closet,” said 
Kimbra Hobbs of  Hill Country 
Community Action said on a 
recent Wednesday as Roldan 
prepared meals for delivery to 
local seniors.

There is room in “the closet” 
for two freezers, a few coolers, 
bins to hold various items, and, 
on this day, a stack of  fans that 
were donated to help keep the 

seniors served by the program 
cool.

Roldan pointed out that there 
is a water heater behind a door 
inside the room they use at the 
Senior Center.

“If  this was gone...oh my 
god,” Roldan said. 

“You’d have a little more 
room,” Hobbs said.

“We’d put in another freezer 
to be able to accommodate 
everybody that’s on the list,” 
Roldan said about the need 

for more room. “Right now we 
have 22 people on the (waiting) 
list.”

Right now, all the program 
can do is take prepared meals, 
warm them using the equip-
ment in the Senior Center 
kitchen, combine them with 
cold food such as milk, butter, 
bread, fruit and cookies, and 
then deliver that to the seniors 
on each of  the routes.

Meals on Wheels provides invaluable 
service, but needs room to grow

All labor that upli! s humanity has dignity and importance and should be undertaken with painstaking excellence.
— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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By any measure, it’s clear 
Copperas Cove will miss for-
mer Mayor Jim French.

“Jim French is a person who 
gave his adult life to Copperas 
Cove,” City Councilman Dan 
Yancey said Thursday, the day 
of  French’s funeral. “He and 
Janie together have worked 
very hard, very diligently to 
advance Copperas Cove.”

Yancey was one of  several 
hundred people who fi lled the 
Holy Family Catholic Church 
in Copperas Cove Thursday 
morning to say goodbye to 
former Mayor Forrest “Jim” 
French.

Very few spaces in the pews 
were empty as family, friends, 
Copperas Cove offi cials, ac-
tive-duty military members 
and local veterans organiza-
tions came to pay tribute to 
French, who died Aug. 22 at 

the age of  84.
“I do wish to humbly extend 

my condolences to his wife 
Janie and his entire family,” 
the Rev. Patrick Ebner said as 
part of  the funeral Mass for 
French, before going on to list 
some of  the former mayor’s 
achievements.

French was a West Point 
graduate who spent 20 years in 
the military, rising to the rank 
of  lieutenant colonel before re-
tiring. According to his obitu-
ary, he spent time overseas in 
Germany, Korea and Vietnam, 
receiving the Purple Heart, a 
Bronze Star with one oak leaf  
cluster, Air Medal with one 
oak leaf  cluster, M eritorious 
Service Medal with one oak 
leaf  cluster, Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Army 
Commendation with Valor 
device and Combat Infantry-

Copperas Cove says goodbye to former Mayor French
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Members of the 20th Engineering Battalion from Fort Hood surround the co!  n 
of former Copperas Cove Mayor Jim French at the start of his burial ceremony 
Thursday at the Central Texas State Veterans Cemetery in Killeen. PLEASE SEE GOODBYE, 2
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Eloina “Bo” Roldan begins preparing hot meals for delivery to Meals on Wheels clients on a recent Wednesday morning.

PLEASE SEE MEALS, 3


