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Copperas Cove council approves recommended utility assistance program
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Homes continue to be developed in Copperas Cove. The city issued more than 300 total permits for new dwellings in 2020. There are several developments cur-
rently underway as the city prepares for an expected population boom.

On the fast track: Population boom expected in Cove

Primary businesses are the focus of the Copperas Cove EDC
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GROWTH ON THE RISE

Homes continue to be developed in Copperas Cove. The city issued more than 
300 total permits for new dwellings in 2020. There are several developments 
currently underway as the city prepares for an expected population boom.

Jonas Titas, execu-
tive director of the 
Copperas Cove 
Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, 
said one of the 
priorities for the EDC 
is to bring in primary, 
industrial, jobs to 
The Narrows Busi-
ness and Technology 
Park.
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The Copperas Cove Econom-
ic Development Corporation 
is looking ahead to the future 
and bringing industry to the 
city as it moves forward with 
a full staff, the corporation’s 
Executive Director Jonas 
Titas explained recently.

“We really put a work pro-
gram together to be an aggres-
sive economic development 
organization and city towards 

job creation,” Titas said in a 
phone interview Jan. 8. “... As 
soon as we kind of  got excited 
about going out and started to 
(prove) ourselves, the pan-
demic hit, so it kind of  put a 
pause on some of  the things 
we’re really trying to do.”

One of  the main priorities 
for Titas and his staff  is to 
bring in primary businesses. 

He acknowledged that with 
such rapid growth of  the city 

BY THADDEUS IMERMAN 
COPPERAS COVE HERALD

Copperas Cove’s population 
could skyrocket to near 50,000 
within the next fi ve to seven 
years, according to estimates 
by City Manager Ryan Haver-
lah.

If  Haverlah’s estimation 
holds true, the next fi ve- to 
seven-year growth would indi-
cate an increase of  33% over 
the current population fi gure.

“In fi ve to seven years, that’s 
pretty quick for Copperas 
Cove,” Haverlah said Jan. 6 as 
he spoke to the Morning Ex-
change Club at Lil’ Tex Restau-
rant. “That may not be quick 
for other areas, but for Cop-
peras Cove, that is very quick, 
considering that for the last 20 

years, we have grown at 1% or 
just over 1% each year.”

Several houses and family 
dwellings are currently under 
construction or in the planning 
phases all over town.

In 2020, there were 247 new 
single-family and 32 duplex 
building permits (64 dwelling 
units) issued, which combined, 
totals 311 new dwelling units, 
Development Services Director 
Bobby Lewis briefed to the city 
council Tuesday evening.

The current developments 
being worked on are Creekside 
Hills in the north side of  Cop-
peras Cove. 

“They are entering Phase 
3,” Haverlah said. “So, they’ve 
built out Phase 1 — sold every 
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COPPERAS COVE — Copperas Cove 
City Council voted 6-1 to approve a util-
ity assistance program designed to help 
offset the impact of  recent utility base rate 
increases adopted by the city.

Council member Joann Courtland was 
the only dissenting vote on the program 
during a meeting last Tuesday. 

During discussion, Courtland asked 
whether the program — which would 
provide a total of  $13.83 relief  on monthly 

utility bills for eligible residents — goes 
far enough to make a meaningful impact 
on household budgets.

“I just worry that we’re doing this for 
six months and we’re going to have people 
that are having huge diffi culty, and that 
(amount) ain’t gonna touch it,” Courtland 
said. “It just seems like … do we really 
believe that, one, we are going to get dona-
tions to help the people that need to be 
helped, and, two, that it’s really going to 
make an impact.”

Offi cials hope funding for the program 
will come from special donations made 

by residents paying their monthly bill. 
Solicitation for donations will be included 
on billing statements. 

City Manager Ryan Haverlah said the 
program will be open to all active residen-
tial utility customers “in good standing” 
with the city, including accounts with an 
active payment plan, and residential cus-
tomers with monthly billed consumption 
of  less than 8,000 gallons.

Customers requesting assistance would 
need to notify Utility Administration in-


