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BACK IN ACTION

Easter Egg Round-up returns to Cove City Park
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Refuge Mobile Food Pantry delivers to needy area residents
BY JOHN CLARK
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Copperas Cove resident
Linda Litton is grateful for the
help she receives from places
like Refuge Mobile Food
Pantry, a community outreach
program at the Christian
House of Prayer that gives
away tons of food each month
to needy area residents.
“It’s wonderful,” Litton
said, as she waited in a drivethrough line with dozens of
others last Saturday morning
in the Camp Triumph park-

ing lot next to C.H.O.P. along
Highway 190 in Cove.
“This is my second time to
be here. This place is a blessing to everyone — it really is,
she said. “This is hard times.
I’m 72 years old, and I’ve got
(two) grandchildren living
with me. You better believe it
helps. I love it.”
A small army of volunteers
was directing traffic, sorting
meat, eggs, produce and dry
goods and loading it all into
cars and trucks that began
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Refuge Mobile Food Pantry’s monthly giveaway attracted hundreds to Copperas Cove last weekend.
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House Creek students study
tourism as Texas reopens for
P5
business.

THANK YOU

Cove House recognized for
service to the community at
Chamber mixer.
P3

ROAD REPAIR

Texas bill could pave way for
more street maintenance
projects in Copperas Cove. P3
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De’Ziyah Gilbert took home top honors in the Junior Miss Five Hills division at last week’s eighth annual Miss Five Hills Scholarship Pageant.

Miss Five Hills event awards crowns and prizes
BY JOHN CLARK
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Seven-year-old De’Ziyah Gilbert
practiced her stage moves for a
week prior to the eighth annual
Miss Five Hills Scholarship
Pageant last Saturday at the
Copperas Cove Civic Center.
Her hard work and persistence paid off in a big way as
she took the crown and became
reigning Junior Miss Five Hills.
After being crowned, Gilbert
was all smiles as her proud
mom and dad looked on.
“I feel wonderful,” she said,
quietly, adding that watching
YouTube videos is one way she
prepared for the stage.

A grand total of 67 boys, girls,
and women competed before a
crowd of proud parents, grandparents, and other supporters.
They were vying for 16 college
scholarships and $100,000 in
prizes in a total of 18 categories.
Event coordinator Wendy
Sledd said during an intermission Saturday afternoon that
although participation was
down somewhat this year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, she
is calling this year’s pageant
another overwhelming success.
“We have fewer contestants
this year due to the pandemic,
but our community support
has been overwhelming,” Sledd
said. “We have had a higher



level of sponsorship than any
of the other seven years that
we’ve done this. I think that is a
testament to the credibility of
our program, and the fact that
people appreciate the community service work that these
young men and women do.”
Pageant winners receive prizes including scholarship money,
and are required to participate
throughout their yearlong reign
in a number of community
service programs. Past winners
have contributed more than
35,000 hours of service to the
community since the program
started in 2014, according to the
pageant.
Another one of those taking

home top honors last Saturday
was Copperas Cove High School
special education teacher Renee
Moore, who was crowned Senior Ms. Five Hills in her first
appearance in the pageant.
Moore said she plans to dedicate her community service
time to Special Olympics, a
worldwide athletics program
designed to create “a new world
of inclusion and community,
where every single person is
accepted and welcomed, regardless of ability or disability.”
“I never expected this,”
Moore said. “I am a little overwhelmed, but also very proud
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Budget discussions for upcoming fiscal year begin in Copperas Cove
BY THADDEUS IMERMAN
COPPERAS COVE HERALD

It’s that time again: Budget season.
Heading into Fiscal Year 2021, the Copperas Cove City Council will have one
main focus in mind: Increase revenue and
decrease expenditure to chip away at the
current deficit.
On Aug. 4, 2020, the council adopted the
budget fully aware of the projected $1.5 mil-

lion deficit in the General Fund.
The adopted budget showed an expected
expenditure from the General Fund of
around $19.3 million, while it showed a projected revenue amount of $17.8 million.
A majority of revenue for the General
Fund comes from property taxes and sales
taxes. The two revenue sources account for
a total of 50% of all revenue in the fund.
Expenditures in the General Fund
primarily go to paying salaries and ben-

efits for the police department and the fire
department, a total of 50% of the expenditures.
Budget Director Ariana Beckman told
the council Tuesday that the reason for the
shortfall in the General Fund is because
the expenditures are increasing at a faster
rate than revenue sources.
The council met in a special meeting with
PLEASE SEE BUDGET, 2

Veteran makes change from
P3
trooper to teacher.

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove area news,
contact Thaddeus Imerman
at timerman@kdhnews.com
or 254-501-7559 or Dave Miller
at dmiller@kdhnews.com
or 254-501-7543.
Like us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald
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WE SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS

