
Copperas Cove BACK-TO-BACK
Junior Historians win 
chapter of the year again
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SPACE CADETS

Middle schoolers share their 
interest in Apollo 11’s historic 
mission.  P#

KEEP IT CLEAN

South Park Walk clean up 
initiative draws 50 volunteers 
to make a difference.  P6

WINNING FLOAT

Five Hills royalty had the fi rst-
place fl oat at the Lampasas 
Spring Ho Parade.  P7

SAYING THANKS

Walmart honors teachers 
with gi!  bags and cake.  P2

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  Dave Perdue

at dperdue@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald
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N ow that she has seen one of  her 
stories included in the famed 
“Chicken Soup for the Soul” book 
series, Copperas Cove resident 

Linda Acock has graduated from the ranks 
of  aspiring writer to published author.

“It’s very exciting,” Acock, a former 
elementary school teacher, said. “I’ve been 
interested in reading all my life, and didn’t 
realize so much that I have a passion for 
writing until later. 

“My goal is to be … the next Dr. Seuss,” 
she whispered, smiling. “I feel like I’ve 
always had a talent for rhyming, and 
one of  the best parts of  teaching was 

seeing a child connect to a story, and get 
delighted by it. If  I could write something 
that caused joy of  reading in a child, and 
inspired lifelong reading, that would be the 
best.”

A 1984 graduate of  Cove High School, 
Acock grew up in a military family, and 
earned a degree in merchandising and 
business from the University of  North 
Texas in Denton. After that, she headed 
back home and worked a variety of  jobs 
before settling on a career in education.

“I came back to re-group, and did vari-
ous things until I fi gured out what I really 
wanted to do. When I was close to 35 (years 
old), I went into teaching and did that for 
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Linda Acock displays her new book.

Copperas Cove author lands work in “Chicken 
Soup for the Soul: Life Lessons from the Cat”
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Members of the Boys and Girls Club of Copperas Cove’s management, staff and youth break ground Thursday for a permanent home for the club on Laura Street.

Boys and Girls Clubs of Copperas Cove breaks ground for new facility
BY DAVID PERDUE

COPPERAS COVE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — “We’re 
so very excited ... it’s a good day 
for Copperas Cove and it’s a 
good day for the kids of  Cop-
peras Cove.”

Copperas Cove Mayor Bradi 
Diaz spoke to a crowd of  more 
than 30 people gathered in a 
empty fi eld on Laura Street 
Thursday morning as part of  a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
a new permanent home for the 
local Boys and Girls Club.  The 
ceremony kicked off  what will 
be a six year campaign to build 

a gym and permanent club 
facility for the group.

“The Boys and Girls Club 
of  Copperas Cove has never 
had a permanent home,” said 
Daniel Hall, the vice president 
of  resource development for 
Boys and Girls Clubs of  Cen-
tral Texas. “(We’ve) survived 
through peaks and valleys 

through the generosity of  com-
munity partners ... (and) today 
I’m pleased to report we have a 
home for the future.”

The hope is to have 2 relocate-
able buildings on the site some-
time this fall. The group has 
raised about $75,000 toward the 
$100,000 needed to develop the 
site, put in parking and fenc-

ing, create a passive recreation 
space and do basic landscaping 
work.

Then the harder work begins.
“By the end of  ... 2021 we 

hope to have developed on this 
site a 4,000-square-foot gymna-
sium and teen center with an 
estimated cost of  $700,000,” Hall 
said.

Phase 3 of  the project will be 
to build a permanent club facili-
ty. That space would be modeled 
after the Gatesville Boys and 
Girls Club building, which Hall 
called “amazing.” The estimat-

FUTURE HOME

‘(We’ve) survived through peaks and valleys through the 
generosity of community partners ... (and) today I’m pleased 

to report we have a home for the future.’

Daniel Hall,  Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Texas

Cove council votes to issue certifi cates of obligation
BY DAVID PERDUE
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COPPERAS COVE — The 
Copperas Cove City Council 
has approved issuing certifi -
cates of  obligation to cover $8.3 
million in expenditures and 
projects.

Gary Kimball of  Specialized 
Public Finance told the council 
that the city received a total of  
7 bids to issue the debt for the 

city.  The winning bidder, Baker 
Group, will issue the debt at 
a true interest cost of  2.3%. 
Kimball said this is the lowest 
rate the city has ever gotten on 
a debt issue.

State law allows local gov-
ernments to issue certifi cates 
of  obligation to pay for pub-
lic works without needing 
voter approval. Certifi cates 
are issued for terms of  up to 40 
years. In this case, the certifi -

cates issued by the city would 
be for either seven years or 20 
years.

Principal and interest for the 
tax-support portion of  the cer-
tifi cates will be repaid through 
the city’s Interest and Sinking 
fund. Water and sewer projects 
supported by the certifi cates 
will be repaid from water and 
sewer revenue.

The council discussed the cer-
tifi cates in detail at a workshop 

meeting June 5. The debt would 
pay for projects such as $1.7 
million in radio communica-
tions system infrastructure and 
$1.48 million for the reconstruc-
tion of  Pecan Cove Drive. The 
certifi cates would also pay for 
the purchase of  radios for the 
fi re department, new vehicles 
for various city departments, 
and various types of  equipment 
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