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Harker Heights FOR THE MOMS
City to offer special activities 
for Mother’s Day weekend
 P3
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Some Heights places of worship reopen for services

Bell County coronavirus cases top 200; Harker Heights has 19

Take me to church
HUNTER KING | HERALD

The Rev. Richard O’Rourke, center, and other altar party members wear masks as they celebrate the fi rst Catholic Mass in nearly two months at St. Paul Chong 
Hasang Catholic Church in Harker Heights on Tuesday evening. The church will continue to celebrate in-person Masses this weekend.

PLEASE SEE ROAD, 2

PLEASE SEE CHURCH, 2

Turn lane construction on Stillhouse Lake Road nears completion

STEPHANIE GRISSOM | HERALD

First Baptist Church of Harker Heights will be holding a public 
worship service this weekend at 11 a.m. Sunday. 

PLEASE SEE CASES, 2

THADDEUS IMERMAN | HERALD

Crews prepare heavy equipment to work on a repaving project on Farm-to-Mar-
ket Road 3481 in Harker Heights near Chaparral Road earlier this week.

BY STEPHANIE RATTS GRISSOM
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Bishop Joe S. Vasquez of  the Dio-
cese of  Austin said last week that pub-
lic celebrations of  Mass could begin 
as early as May 5. In accordance, St. 
Paul Chong Hasang Catholic Church 
held its fi rst evening Mass that very 
night.

“People did miss coming to Mass, 
so there will be great rejoicing,” 
said Father Richard O’Rourke in an 
interview earlier that day. “Everyone 
is looking forward to it.”

More than 50 people attended the 
5:30 p.m. Mass on Tuesday, the fi rst 
since early March.

Coronavirus protocols were strictly 

in place for Tuesday’s evening service. 
Operating at the required 25 percent 
capacity, the church fl oors were 
marked out in 6-foot intervals, and 
ushers showed people to their seats to 
accommodate social distancing rules. 
Almost everyone in attendance wore 
face masks.

Going forward, the Parish Center 
will be opened to accommodate any 
overfl ow (due to the 25 percent capac-
ity rule). And while there are usually 
four Masses held on the weekends, 
one on Saturday and three on Sun-
day, O’Rourke said this number will 
now be increased to seven (times will 
change, so check with the church for 

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

In about two weeks, travel 
along Farm-to-Market 3481, 
known as Stillhouse Lake Road 
in Harker Heights, will become 
safer due to construction work 
being completed by crews 
from the Texas Department of  
Transportation.

Jake Smith, public formation 
offi cer for TxDOT’s Waco Dis-
trict, told the Herald by phone 
Wednesday that the widening 
of  that stretch of  what was 
a two-lane roadway will now 
create a continuous center turn 
lane beginning at the intersec-
tion of  FM 2410 and Stillhouse 
Lake Road to Del Rey Drive.

The project was started in 
December. 

Turning to the eventual 
completion of  I-14, which is 
now in its second phase, Smith 
said, “Construction work is 
specifi cally going on constantly 
through Harker Heights, and 
Nolanville. from Indian Trail to 
Simmons Road (FM 2410). The 
completion date of  Phase 2 will 
be in the late fall of  2021.”

From a cost standpoint, the 
entire project that is in three 
phases is about 20 percent 
complete.

A connection to I-35 is part of  
the third phase and will begin 
in the fall of  2020, according to 

HERALD STAFF REPORTS

After a weekend in which 15 
new cases of  the coronavirus 
were reported in Bell County, 
the number of  new infections 
slowed this week to just eight in 
three days.

The county’s public health 
district reported the number of  
cases reached 201 Thursday, with 
three new cases in Killeen, one 

in Harker Heights and one in 
Temple since the previous day.

The Harker Heights total 
now stands at 19 cases, or the 
equivalent of  0.596 cases per 
1,000 residents. 

The countywide rate per 1,000 
residents is slightly lower at 
0.517.

Belton has 24 reported 
cases, and Temple has 46. Other 
county cases — residents who 

live in unincorporated areas or 
small towns — total 23.

A total of  123 people with the 
virus have recovered in the 
county, according to Bell County 
Public Health District numbers. 
Three people have died, though 
there have been no deaths re-
ported since April 9.

With Killeen’s additional cases 
Thursday, the city is reporting 
89 cases, nearly half  the county’s 

total. The city has reported fi ve 
new cases since Tuesday and 
was the only Bell County city 
reporting new cases on Wednes-
day.

Killeen’s rate per 1,000 resi-
dents is now 0.596, virtually the 
same as that of  Harker Heights.

The county’s reported 200th 
case of  the coronavirus comes 


