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NEW HIRE

Stewart C. Meyer Public  
Library welcomes new 
children’s librarian.  P2

MAKING OOZE

Heights’ library Virtual 
Science Time puts focus on 
slime.  P3

HOLIDAY MEAL

Armed Services YMCA hosts 
magical luncheon for area 
families.  P5

HOCUS POCUS

Family Night program takes 
fright out of Halloween.  P3
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Dozens receive candy at fall festival on fi nal day of Heights Farmers Market

Planning and Development director leaving Heights for position in Lakeway

A SCARY GOOD TIME
PHOTOS BY THADDEUS IMERMAN | HERALD

Kenneth Weeks brought his three children to the Harker Heights Farmers Market and fall festival last Saturday so they could trick-or-treat at the vendors. Weeks said his 
wife is a vendor at the market.

PLEASE SEE FESTIVAL, 2

Heights voters reelects mayor; city council seat heads to runoff

A family stops by a vendor at the Harker Heights Farmers Mar-
ket last Saturday for trick-or-treating. It was the last day of the 
market for the 2020 season.

PLEASE SEE DIRECTOR, 2

PLEASE SEE COUNCIL, 2

BY THADDEUS IMERMAN
HARKER HEIGHTS HERALD

The parking lot of  Seton Medical 
Center was fi lled with vibrant colors 
and the unmistakable aroma of  kettle 
corn last Saturday. 

It was the last Saturday until next 
May that the parking lot will be fi lled 
with that aroma.

Also walking around the parking 
lot were children dressed as wizards, 
“Fortnite” characters, superheroes 
and even horror movie characters, 
such as Michael Myers from the “Hal-
loween” series.

The Harker Heights Activities 
Center combined Halloween with the 

fi nal day of  the Harker Heights Farm-
ers Market with a fall festival. 

Many of  the vendors at the market 
had candy to hand out to the children 
doing their early trick-or-treating.

Activities Coordinator Sara Gibbs, 
who was handing out bags for the 
children, along with fl yers of  other 
upcoming events, said the fall festival 
turned out really well.

She said the children not only had 
the opportunity to get candy and have 
a photo opportunity with members 
of  the library who were dressed like 
the Sanderson sisters from “Hocus 
Pocus,” but it also gave the parents 

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Joseph Molis, the Harker 
Heights director of  Planning 
and Development, is leaving the 
city to take a job as assistant 
city manager for the City of  
Lakeway.

His fi rst day in his new posi-
tion will be Monday.

City Manager David Mitchell 

announced Molis’ 
departure in a 
recent staff  news-
letter.

Molis has been 
on the Harker 
Heights city staff  
for the past 10 
years, climbing the 

career ladder to his most recent 
job as Director of  Planning and 
Development. 

He began his career in city 
government 11 years ago as an 
engineering technician in the 
wastewater department for the 
City of  Austin.

Molis, in an interview with 
the Herald on Wednesday, 
said his new responsibilities 
in Lakeway would include: 
overseeing the city’s director 
of  building and development 
services, informational technol-

ogy administrator and grants 
program coordinator.  

He will also be responsible 
for the city’s economic develop-
ment as well as assisting with 
strategic planning.

Concerning preparation for 
the new job, Molis said, “At The 
City of  Harker Heights, I’ve 
been given the opportunity to 

Molis

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Harker Heights voters elected 
Mayor Spencer Smith to a 
second term Tuesday, and two 
candidates for the Place 4 City 
Council seat advanced to a run-
off  election.

Smith, who has served as the 
city’s mayor since May 2017, 
won 73.4% of  the vote in defeat-
ing Vitalis Dubininkas, receiv-
ing 8,006 votes to Dukininkas’ 
2,901 votes, or 26.6%.

In the city council race, Lynda 
Nash and Terry Delano were 
the top two vote-getters in a 
three-way race, receiving 4,698 

and 3,633 votes respectively, 
representing 42.3% and 32.7% of  
the votes cast. Jeffrey K. Harris 
fi nished third with 2,778 votes, 
or 25.01% of  the votes cast.

Since neither Nash nor 
Delano more than 50% of  the 
votes cast, they will face each 
other in a runoff  to determine 
the winner.

Assistant City Manager Jerry 
Bark said Wednesday that the 
council would canvass the votes 
at Tuesday’s meeting and set a 
date for the Place 4 runoff.

The Place 4 seat is being vacat-
ed by Councilman John Reider, 
who has served two consecutive 
three-year terms — the maxi-
mum under the city charter.

Smith expressed appreciation 
for the voters’ show of  support 
in his reelection.

“I appreciate the confi dence 
that the majority of  Harker 
Heights voters have placed in 
me to serve a second term,” 
Smith said. “There are a lot 
of  things that I would still like 
to see come to fruition in the 
future. I will continue to enjoy 
working with the council, the 
city staff  and especially our city 
manager, David Mitchell.”

“It’s a team effort and not just 
me. I enjoy working with the 
citizens,” Smith said. “Recently, 

Smith Delano Nash


