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Upcoming meetings to help Cove settle on possible tax, fee increases
BY DAVID PERDUE
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The Copperas Cove City
Council spent hours during the
month of June discussing what
course to take with its next city
budget. But discussion and
action in the month of July will
determine if the city plans to
raise property taxes, institute
new fees or take other steps to
balance its budget and preserve
more of its general fund balance.
During the last City Council
workshop on the budget on

June 16, City Manager Ryan
Haverlah showed council members a spreadsheet that displayed the current status of the
2021 general fund budget. That
budget includes $18.88 million
in spending, set against nearly



$16.66 in expected revenue. If
no other action is taken by the
council, the $1.22 million difference between those numbers
will be made up through money
currently in the general fund
balance.
Going into the next budget
cycle, that balance is estimated
at $6.42 million. That would be
reduced to $5.2 million if the
city can’t find other savings or
revenue sources.
That concerns some council
members because the estimated
remaining balance is just
$597,696 above the city’s ideal

fund balance — an amount
that the city wants to have as
a cushion in case of a fiscal
emergency. The ideal fund balance, estimated at $4.6 million
in the next budget, equals three
months of anticipated city
expenses.
The ideal fund balance has
gone up each year as city
expenses have increased, while
the general fund balance overall has decreased for the last
three budget cycles as the City
Council has used it to close the
PLEASE SEE MEETINGS, 2
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Royal bakers win money for
charity, receive therapeutic
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SCHOOLS OUT

Cove High graduation rate far
surpasses state, national
averages.
P3

COMMUNITY

PHOTOS BY JOHN CLARK | HERALD

Mayor Keith Harvey (center, wearing straw hat) visits with guests at Kempner Fest last weekend at Sylvia Tucker Memorial Park.

Keep the party going

It’s my birthday, and it’s getting harder to recall my life’s
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events.

SPOTLIGHT

Despite coronavirus, second annual Kempner Fest drives on
BY JOHN CLARK
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

KEMPNER — With other
longstanding Central Texas
festivals canceling this year due
to concerns surrounding the
COVID-19 pandemic, officials in
Kempner decided to go ahead
with the city’s second annual
Kempner Fest last weekend at
Sylvia Tucker Memorial Park.
“We’ve lost the Rabbit Fest
(Copperas Cove); we lost Spring
Ho (Lampasas); we’re losing
our festivals left and right, and
we wanted to say, ‘Hey, we still
care, and we want a place for
people to go and have fun,’”
said Brian Parker, a member of
Kempner Family Community

Development Center. “We’re
a volunteer organization that
helps the city out any way we
can.
“Some people have been
scared off this year because of
COVID-19, and we don’t have a
chamber of commerce to plan
these things, so the city does
what they can, (and) we’re doing what we can. It’s not bad,
though, for what we did in kind
of the last inning.
“We got double the bounce
houses, (and) extra food trucks
— anything we could to tell the
community, ‘Look, let’s at least
have one good party for the year,
before we all have to go back
into shelter-in-place again.’”
Throughout the morning

Rookie teacher brings music
to life.
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Kids enjoy a bounce house at Kempner Fest last weekend at Sylvia Tucker
Memorial Park.

and afternoon, live music filled
the tree-lined park along U.S.
190, just east of the Lampasas
River, along with arts and crafts

vendors, food trucks, inflatable
“bounce houses,” water balloon
PLEASE SEE FEST, 2



Fireworks not allowed in city limits, area entities still planning displays
STAFF REPORT

COPPERAS COVE — Fireworks are prohibited within the city of Copperas Cove,
and that ordinance will be enforced, city
officials said.
“This ordinance will be enforced by the
Fire Department, Police Department and
Code Compliance for the safety of our citizens,” said city public information officer
Kevin Keller.
Residents outside of the city limits

should contact their local county officials
for information regarding fireworks and
possible restrictions in their county, Keller
said.
Residents, however, can see public displays of fireworks Saturday.
The Fort Hood Independence Day Fireworks will take place over Hood Stadium
from 9:30 to 10 p.m. July 4. Those planning
to watch live can do so from their vehicles
in designated on-post parking areas that
will open at 7 p.m., and viewers can tune

into 101.7 FM for patriotic music and programming during the show. Those wishing
to stay at home can instead watch a live
television broadcast of the fireworks at 9:30
p.m. on the KXXV 25 and KWTX 10 channels. Go to hood.armymwr.com for more
information.
The City of Gatesville will host its annual
fireworks show at dusk July 4 near the
Gatesville High School, 205 S. Lovers Lane.
PLEASE SEE HOLIDAY, 2

For Copperas Cove area news,
contact David Perdue
at dperdue@kdhnews.com
or 254-501-7568
or Dave Miller
at dmiller@kdhnews.com
or 254-501-7543.
Like us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald
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WE SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS

