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HELPING OUT

Special Ed secretary eases 
anxiety  for parents, students.
 P5

SCHOLARSHIPS

FFA members earn Lone Star 
Degrees, scholarships. P5

STEADY START

Mentoring process gives new 
Cove teachers a steady start.
 P5

GET READY

Lady Bulldawgs to play this 
weekend. P4
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For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  Matt Payne

at dperdue@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald

BY DAVID PERDUE
COPPERAS COVE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — The 
Copperas Cove City Council has 
decided to delay action on who 
will oversee promotion of  tour-
ism in the city, despite a spirited 
discussion at Tuesday’s regular 
council meeting.

City Secretary Lisa Wilson had 
barely fi nished announcing an 
action item on the future of  the 
city’s tourism offi ce when Coun-
cilman Charlie Youngs began to 
speak.
“I make a motion we approve 
ordinance 2019-36,” Youngs said 
before Mayor Pro Tem Dan 
Yancey could even ask City 
Manager Ryan Haverlah to 

make his presentation about the 
ordinance.

Youngs, supported by other 
members of  the council, wants 
to have the Copperas Cove 
Chamber of  Commerce take 
over the functions of  the city’s 
tourism offi ce and become the 
offi cial Convention and Visitors 
Bureau for the city.

“(In 2017), the council was 
in the process of  basically 

destroying the EDC, destroy-
ing the chamber, and several 
other things,” Youngs said after 
his motion received a second 
and discussion began. Youngs 
described a meeting of  the city 
council in July 2017 at which 
he spoke before he became a 
council member. “After I left that 
night...I gave the city manager 
the nickname ‘Darth Vader,’ and 
four of  the council the ‘Four 
Horses of  the Apocalypse’...
because (they) were literally 
destroying our city.

Youngs urged other council 
members to vote with him to 
move the functions of  the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau to 
the chamber.

Several members of  the 

Chamber of  Commerce had 
urged the same thing during the 
citizen’s forum at the start of  
the meeting. Chamber President 
Alicia Menard outlined steps her 
organization planned to take to 
better promote city events and 
facilities. Chamber Board Chair 
Jennifer Cotter said the chamber 
could do a better job of  getting 
tourism information into the 
hands of  those seeking it. Lisa 
Sherwood and J.C. Stubbs also 
spoke in favor of  the ordinance.

Former council member 
James Pierce spoke in opposi-
tion to the move during the 
forum, saying the Chamber of  
Commerce should focus on busi-

SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — Sixty-
eight percent of  Copperas 
Cove ISD students qualify for 
the free and reduced meal 
program. Many of  these 
students’ families may fi nd it 
challenging to afford school 
supplies. For the fi fth con-
secutive year, two community 
entities have partnered to 
ensure no child lacks school 
supplies when class is back in 
session on August 20th.

The Copperas Cove 
Walmart and Star Group-Vet-
erans Helping Veterans are 
hosting the 5th Annual Stuff  
the Bus event this weekend, 
taking advantage of  the boost 
of  sales expected during tax-
free weekend, when no tax 

is charged on school-related 
items.

Walmart Manager Tania 
Culpepper says the Copperas 
Cove Walmart has been a part 
of  the Stuff  the Bus event 
from the beginning, and it’s 
something the associates look 
forward to each year.

“We believe in investing 
in our children we serve. We 
owe it to our children and 
families during this time of  
the year when things can get 
hectic getting the students 
prepared for all their needs,” 
Culpepper said. “Many fami-
lies may be struggling and 
unable to provide the basic 
school supplies their children 
need to be successful in the 
classroom.”

CCISD will once again 

provide its blue activity bus 
that donors can load up with 
school supplies which will be 
distributed to at-risk students 
through the Communities in 
Schools Program.

Star Group-Veterans 
Helping Veterans Founder 
Jonathan Haywood said his 
organization got involved 
because members want to 
ensure that CCISD students’ 
needs are met. 

“The children in our 
community deserve to go to 
school happy. Sometimes, 
kids can be cruel to those that 
do not have things,” Haywood 
said. “Providing the supplies 
enables these children to 
learn. There are a lot of  folks 
out there that just do not have 
the means to provide what is 

needed. Their pride won’t let 
them ask for help. But, if  the 
help is already there, they can 
put their pride aside and just 
love their kids and send them 
to school.”

Walmart will be donat-
ing the fi rst $1,500 in school 
supplies on to the bus to 
kick-off  the collection drive. 
Star Group-Veterans Helping 
Veterans will provide a con-
cession stand that will accept 
donations with all proceeds 
going to purchase school sup-
plies to put on the bus. 

Culpepper said Walmart 
enjoys partnering with VHV 
and CCISD because they are 
both professional entities 
what have a broad knowledge 

Stuff the Bus event happening at Copperas Cove Walmart
DAVID J. HARDIN | HERALD

The kick off of last year’s Stuff the Bus event at the Copperas Cove Walmart.
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BY JOHN CLARK
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

When a thousand-pound camel 
sticks his head through your open 
car window and starts nosing 
around, it can be a little intimidat-
ing. 

But Mikey, one of  the star at-
tractions at Topsey Exotic Ranch 
and Drive-Through Safari, does 
not mean any harm. Mikey is just 
a friendly ol’ dromedary hoping 
for a nice treat to eat.

Open seven days a week from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. March through 
September, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
October through February, the 
350-acre wildlife preserve near 
Copperas Cove contains more 
than 50 different animal species 
from around the world, including 
such exotic species as a Grant’s 

zebra, an East African watusi, a 
swamp water buffalo, an addax 
white antelope, a scimitar-horned 
Oryx, a Barbary sheep and a 
Turkmenian kulan, along with 
more familiar animals such as an 
ostrich, a kangaroo, and a llama.

Visitors can drive their cars or 
trucks along a meandering path-
way through the facility, taking 
photographs of  the animals and 
tossing them food purchased at 
the front gate. There also is a pet-
ting zoo near the park entrance.

Last week, Fort Hood Sgt. Dave 
Ryan made the trip from Temple 
with his daughters, Allison, Au-
drey, and Taylor, for a look at the 
ranch. Afterward, all said it was a 
fun afternoon. 

“It was really interesting,” Ryan 
said. “It takes about two hours, if  
you take your time. Not some-

thing you’d expect to see in Texas, 
so it was kind of  cool. At fi rst, it 
was a little weird – you’re afraid 
the animals are going to run into 
your car, or something like that. 
But after a while, you’re just like, 
whatever.

“The camel is very obtrusive. 

The camel and the zebras will 
put their head in (the car) all the 
way from here to here. You have 
to hide your phone, and if  your 
bag of  food is out, they’ll take the 
whole bag.”

Llamas and camels and ‘roos, oh my!
Topsey Exotic Ranch continues offering a close-up view of the world’s unique animal species
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Mikey the camel looks inside a visitor’s pickup at Topsey Exotic Ranch last weekend.
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Debate over future of Tourism Department: to be continued
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