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BRIGHT LIGHTS

Library science program 
teaches about UV rays and 
sun safety.  P2

HARD AT WORK

Family Night talks 
construction for Big 
Truck Week.  P3

BEAR CRAWL

Library kicks off Martial 
Arts Week with Kung Fu Day 
program.  P5

LOOK IT UP

Library offers online data-
base  tutorial.  P5
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For Harker Heights  area news, 
contact  Bob Massey 

or Dave Miller
at dmiller@kdhnews.com 

or 254-501-7543.
Like us on Facebook at 

Facebook.com/HarkerHeightsHerald

Thousands of students return as KISD schools open for new year

Indian Oaks’ coronavirus case total tops among county nursing homes

The long wait is over
PHOTOS BY TODD MARTIN | KISD

At Killeen ISD’s new Nolan Middle School in Harker Heights, staff members direct students to the cafeteria for lunch on the fi rst day of school.

PLEASE SEE SCHOOL, 2

Heights council continues discussion of parking ordinances

Nolan Middle School theater arts teacher Allison Shopbell 
instructs students on the fi rst day of school Monday. It was the 
fi rst day of in-person instruction in Killeen ISD for the new school 
year and the fi rst ever for the new school in Harker Heights.

PLEASE SEE CASES, 2

PLEASE SEE PARKING, 2

BY TODD MARTIN
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

In a swirl of  relieved excitement, 
Killeen ISD stepped back into school 
Monday.

For Nolan Middle School in Harker 
Heights, it was the beginning of  a 
new era as the school opened its doors 
to students for the fi rst time ever this 
week, continuing the legacy of  the 59-
year old school of  the same name on 
Jasper Drive in the center of  Killeen.

Like many schools, students at 
Nolan found arrows on the fl oor 
directing traffi c fl ow, signs reminding 
them to wash hands frequently and 
hands-free water dispensers for their 

water bottles.
Across the district, for parents and 

students waiting since the end of  
spring break in March, the re-opening 
of  face-to-face instruction this week 
was a huge step in easing the tension 
associated with the spread of  a global 
virus.

For teachers and other staff  mem-
bers, welcoming students back to 
school breathed life into long-empty 
hallways.

Following two weeks of  all-virtual 
school, KISD opened campuses to stu-
dents who chose to re-enter tradition-
al in-person learning. Virtual school 

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The conversation continues 
at full throttle between the 
City Council, city staff  and 
Harker Heights residents about 
the establishment of  parking 
ordinances for a wide variety of  
vehicles. 

The process of  drafting the 
ordinances began with discus-
sions between city staff  and 
council members at workshops 
on Aug. 7, 2018, and February 
27, 2019.  A public forum was 
held July 15, 2019, followed by 
a Virtual Public Forum made 
available to residents from July 
20 to Aug. 10 of  this year. 

As a result of  
comments from 
the Virtual Public 
Forum, the City 
Council asked that 
the previous draft 
concerning heavy 
vehicle parking or-
dinance be updated 

to address the following topics:
the exemption of  tow trucks 

and other fi rst responders that 
are required to bring vehicles 
home

the limitation of  visitors 
from occupying recreation 
vehicles at residences

 adding language regarding 
the city’s inability to enforce 
deed restrictions and homeown-

•

•

•

ers association regulations. 
Concerning the residential 

parking on lawns ordinance, 
many of  the responses from 
the Virtual Public Forum and 
council member questions con-
centrated on the need to further 
regulate parking on residential 
streets and on residential prop-
erties. 

The council also provided 
guidance for amendments to the 
existing draft ordinance that 
include further clarifi cation 
of  grandfathered properties, 
exemptions of  empty trailers 
and educational outreach plus 
enforcement once the ordinance 
is adopted.

“Once the ordinances have 

been adopted, Harker Heights 
residents will be granted up to 
one year to come into compli-
ance,” according to Joseph 
Molis, director of  Planning and 
Development for the city. 

As requested by the council, 
during a workshop on Aug. 18, 
the staff  updated defi nitions and 
added language to several sec-
tions in the Code of  Ordinances.  

Under general parking regula-
tions, the term “heavy vehicle” 
was changed to mean any motor 
vehicle that is greater that 20 
feet in length; or greater than 
eight feet in width; or greater 
than 10 feet in height.  

Molis

BY HUNTER KING 
HARKER HEIGHTS HERALD

A Harker Heights nursing 
home has the most confi rmed 
positive cases of  the corona-
virus of  any nursing home or 
assisted living center in Bell 
County, health offi cials reported 
this week.

As of  Wednesday, Indian 
Oaks Living Center in Harker 

Heights had 85 total confi rmed 
cases of  the virus. Of  those 
cases, 62 are residents and 23 
of  them are staff  members, 
according to the Bell County 
Public Health District.

In addition, Indian Oaks has 
fi ve deaths from the corona-
virus, the second most of  any 
nursing home in the county.  

 Weston Inn Nursing and Re-
habilitation in Temple has six 

deaths and Park Place Manor in 
Belton has reported fi ve deaths, 
according to the district. 

No Killeen nursing homes 
had any coronavirus-related 
deaths or positive cases, ac-
cording to data provided to the 
Herald by the health district.  

After Indian Oaks, Wellington 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare 
in Temple has 70 total cases 
— 45 residents and 25 employ-

ees. 
Park Place Manor has 52 total 

cases — 19 residents and 33 
staff, according to the health 
disrict.  

In total, 290 cases of  the coro-
navirus have been reported in 
Bell County nursing homes as 
of  Wednesday afternoon. 

Of  those 290 cases, 167 of  


