
Copperas Cove THE BIG SCREEN
Gatesville ISD to make 
graduation a movie
 P2

Vol. 18 No. 19  copperascoveherald.com

COVERING COPPERAS COVE, GATESVILLE AND CORYELL COUNTY

INDEX
Classifi ed   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6
Community .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Crossword .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4
Pets of the Week  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

W E S U P P O R T O U R S O LD I E R S

Friday
May 8, 2020

TIARA TRAVELS

Teachers appreciated by Five 
Hills royalty with thank you 
packages.  P5

PROGRAM

Cove Cares senior meal deliv-
ery program ends a! er seven 
weeks.  P3

THANK YOU

Teachers saluted by CCISD 
students and staff during 
Appreciation Week.  P3

VOICES

When different personalities 
collide in marriages.  P3

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  David Perdue

at dperdue@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald

Cove o!  cials give update on COVID-19 activities and plans

Bell County deputy’s life honored with funeral service in Cove

PLEASE SEE DEPUTY, 2
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Copperas Cove High School senior class co-president Maddie Miller stands through the sunroof of her car, showing her excitement about the car parade that CCISD 
will host on May 30 to honor seniors.

Making the grade
Cove graduates to be honored in several ways

PLEASE SEE GRADUATE, 2

Copperas Cove High School Assistant Principal Stephen Simecek hands out 
caps and gowns to students at curbside as plans are fi nalized for a live gradua-
tion ceremony.
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SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

Copperas Cove High School 
and Crossroads High School 
seniors will have an on-stage 
ceremony to receive their 
diplomas in front of  immedi-
ate family members, as well 
as a virtual graduation and a 
parade in their honor as they 
complete their high school 
careers.

Copperas Cove High School 
Assistant Principal Stephen 
Simecek provides updates to 
seniors every Friday as details 
are fi nalized with city offi cials 

and following state guidance 
of  social distancing due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Pending fi nal approval 
from city and county offi cials, 
Copperas Cove High School 
graduates will be able to walk 
the stage in front of  their 
families for graduation. We 
are also planning to hold a pa-
rade in honor of  our seniors. 
This is in addition to the 
virtual graduation,” Simecek 
said. “We are working hard to 
get this done for our seniors 
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COPPERAS COVE — Copperas Cove is 
joining Coryell County in asking residents 
to wear face masks while out in public.

Mayor Bradi Diaz led off  Tuesday 
evening’s City Council meeting saying that 
the city was teaming up with the county 
to encourage people to wear masks to help 
prevent the spread of  COVID-19. 

Diaz said those who did not want to wear 
masks to protect themselves should con-
sider doing so to protect other people. She 
stressed that the protection of  vulnerable 
people such as senior citizens should still be 

a priority even as the state moves to reopen 
more Texas businesses over the next few 
weeks.

The mayor also noted that two COVID-19 
testing sites set up in Coryell County on 
Monday administered a total of  163 total 
tests. At Copperas Cove Fire Station #2, the 
mobile testing site did 105 tests. Diaz noted 
that positive tests in the county may rise in 
a few days when test results from both sites 
become available.

Copperas Cove Chamber of  Commerce 
President Alicia Menard gave an update 
on the impact the coronavirus emergency 
has had on both local events and city busi-
nesses. Among the major cancellations 
were the annual Jackrabbit Run and Rab-
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Robert Pettigrew had a life well lived.
That’s how Tom Allen, associate minister 

of  Cove Church of  Christ, described the life 
of  the Bell County Sheriff ’s Department 
sergeant Tuesday morning at his funeral.

More than 70 people — including family 
members, friends and fellow members of  
law enforcement offi cers — attended to pay 
their respects. An online streaming of  the 
service held on Facebook saw a peak of  an 
additional 60 people.

Pettigrew, 59, died on the morning of  

April 27 at his home in Lam-
pasas County from natural 
causes, just a day after Deputy 
John Rhoden was killed in the 
line of  duty.

During the funeral, Allen 
spoke about Pettigrew’s life as 
both a law enforcement offi cer 
and a man of  faith. Pettigrew 

was one of  the church elders at Cove 
Church of  Christ, serving alongside Allen.

Allen said the news of  Pettigrew’s death 
caught him by surprise.

“In over 50 years in the ministry, it is 
one of  the most shocking moments I have 

had,” Allen said. “He really had such a 
great sense of  humor. He really seemed like 
someone who was enjoying the life God had 
made for him.”

Pettigrew graduated Central Texas Col-
lege in Killeen with a focus in business 
management, only to later join the Bell 
County Sheriff ’s Department in 1993 as a 
correctional offi cer.

Pettigrew was later promoted to deputy, 
earned his Master Peace Offi cer certifi ca-
tion and becoming the Drug Abuse Resis-
tance Education offi cer for Bell County. 

Pettigrew


