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City set to reopen Parks and Recreation Department amenities

Council discusses safe transportation for students to new campus

Preparing for people
PHOTOS BY DAVE MILLER | HERALD

Yellow caution tape is stretched across a children’s playground slide complex in this photo taken Thursday at Carl Levin Park in Harker Heights. Playgrounds, which 
have been off-limits since late March, will reopen Monday in parks across the city, along with outdoor basketball courts, exercise stations at Carl Levin Park and some 
drinking fountains. The city’s public swimming pool is scheduled to reopen July 2, if the city can hire and train enough lifeguards in the interim.

PLEASE SEE FOOD BANK, 2

PLEASE SEE REOPEN, 2

Heights Food Bank delivers meals to more than 200 families

A sign posted on 
the door of rest-
room facilities in 
Carl Levin Park 
acknowledges 
the facilities 
are now open, 
but cautions 
patrons to 
maintain health 
precautions 
such as proper 
hand washing, 
social distanc-
ing and wearing 
masks.

PLEASE SEE CAMPUS, 2

Kalani Green, 
Nick Cas-
tillo and Bobby 
Dejmin loading 
boxes of food 
on Wednes-
day at the 
Harker Heights 
Food Bank in 
preparation for 
a food drive-by 
distribution 
held Thursday.
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Volunteers at the Harker 
Heights Food Bank at 906 S. 
Ann Blvd. distributed boxes of  
food to 200 families on Thurs-
day as the culminating event of  
a community food drive.

  Lynda Nash, spokesperson 
for the food drive said, “We col-
lected 6,000 pounds of  food and 
this is the fi rst food distribu-
tion in Harker Heights since 
the onset of  COVID-19.”

  The distribution was 
promoted as fi rst come, fi rst 
served and used a drive-up 
approach.

Some boxes of  food had been 

set-aside for those who had 
expressed ahead of  time that 
they were unable to come get 
the food.  “Those boxes were 
delivered to homes on Wednes-
day,” Nash said.

  Those receiving a box of  
food also got a sack of  produce 
fi lled with carrots, apples, 
oranges, onions and potatoes. 
They also received a snack bag 
fi lled items like candy, potato 
chips, gummy bears and trail 
mix. Meat products such as 
chicken, beef, pork and fi sh 
were also given away.

Food for the giveaway was a 
combination of  donated items 
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Harker Heights City Manager Da-
vid Mitchell, in his report to council 
members at Tuesday’s meeting, 
listed reopening dates for the Harker 
Heights Parks and Recreation De-
partment. 

Opening Monday will be outdoor 
basketball courts, drinking foun-
tains (bottle fi llers only), exercise 
stations at Carl Levin Park, and 
playgrounds. 

Open now are the dog park at Purs-
er Park, parks and recreation ad-
ministration offi ces, park restrooms, 
pavilions (no rentals or groups over 
10), picnic tables and trails.

Opening on July 2 will be the Carl 
Levin Park Pool with limited capaci-
ty, but that date is tentative, based on 
the availability of  trained, certifi ed 
lifeguards and state recommenda-
tions.   

Closed or to be determined are the 
city’s activities center, athletic fi eld 
rentals, pavilion rentals, recreation 
center programming and open gym, 
senior programming, youth athletic 
leagues and adult athletic leagues.

Parks and Recreation Director Jeff  
Achee told the Herald, “Concerning 
the closing of  facilities and reopen-
ing dates, they are based on recom-
mendations from Texas Gov. Greg 
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Whether by way of  a vehicle, 
bicycle, school bus or walking, 
safely getting students to and 
from classes at the new Nolan 
Middle School campus, now 
under construction on War-
riors Path Road, was a topic dis-
cussed by the Harker Heights 
City Council during Tuesday’s 

telephonic meeting.
The city has already made a 

huge commitment to the new 
school in providing infrastruc-
ture, water and sewer, and 
street improvements.  The city 
and the Killeen Independent 
School District have been work-
ing together on the fast track to 
have the structure completed 
by the time classes begin in the 
fall of  this year.

Public Works Director Mark 
Hyde said, “Initially, the stu-
dent population will be 1,904 
students along with 100 staff  
members.”

The campus is located be-
tween Warriors Path Road and 
Pueblo Trace with entrances 
and exits on both roadways. 

Harker Heights Police Chief  
Phil Gadd said, “With the 
anticipated increase in vehicu-

lar and pedestrian traffi c, we 
recommend a four-way stop 
intersection at Pueblo Trace 
and Pima Trail.  The four-way 
stop will provide a safe cross-
walk for students entering and 
leaving the campus each day.”

According to Hyde, there is 
already a stop sign on Pima 
Trail at Pueblo Trace.  Killeen 
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