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SEOUL, South Korea 
— North Korea fi red two 
suspected short-range missiles 
toward the sea on Thursday, 
South Korean offi cials said, its 
second weapons launch in fi ve 
days and a possible warning 
that nuclear disarmament talks 
with Washington could be in 
danger.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of  
Staff  said the weapons fl ew 420 
kilometers (260 miles) and 270 
kilometers (167 miles), respec-
tively. It said it is working with 
the United States to determine 
more details, such as the types 
of  weapons that were fi red.

South Korea’s military said 
earlier that at least one pro-
jectile was launched from the 
Sino-ri area of  North Pyongan 
province, an area known to 
have one of  North Korea’s 
oldest missile bases where a 
brigade operates mid-range 
Rodong missiles. It later said 
there were two launches from 
the nearby town of  Kusong, 

where North Korea conducted 
its fi rst successful fl ight tests of  
its Hwasong-12 intermediate-
range missile and Hwasong-14 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile, both in 2017.

Kusong is also home to mis-
sile test facilities that were criti-
cal to the development of  North 
Korea’s solid-fuel Pukguk-
song-2, which was successfully 
fl ight-tested for the fi rst time in 
February 2017, in the North’s 
fi rst missile test after President 
Donald Trump took offi ce.

The latest launches came as 
U.S. Special Representative for 
North Korea Stephen Biegun 
visits South Korea, and hours 
after the North described its 
fi ring of  rocket artillery and 
an apparent short-range bal-
listic missile on Saturday as a 
regular and defensive military 
exercise. North Korea also ridi-
culed South Korea for criticiz-
ing those launches.

BY JACOB SANCHEZ
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Four local governments — 
Bell County, Coryell County as 
well as the cities of  Killeen and 
Copperas Cove  — were able to 
recoup a portion of  lost revenue 
stemming from the 100 percent 
disabled veterans property tax 
exemption in 2018.

That number could rise soon 
with House Bill 634 by state 
Reps. Brad Buckley, R-Salado 
and Hugh Shine, R-Temple. 
Democrats Philip Cortez of  

San Antonio and Richard Peña 
Raymond of  Laredo as well as 
Abilene Republican Stan Lam-
bert also authored the bill.

Harker Heights and Nolanville 
are among communities that 
could benefi t.

The measure — approved 
by the House in a 145-2 vote on 
Wednesday — would expand 
the eligibility for the state’s 
fi nancial relief  program for 
communities disproportionately 
affected by the disabled veterans 
property tax exemption. The 
program, in its current form, is 

limited to cities adjacent to mili-
tary installations or to counties 
that contain one.

It would allow for cities with 
extraterritorial jurisdiction 
— the unincorporated area 
outside city limits where a 
municipality can exercise some 
oversight — within two miles 
of  a boundary line of  a military 
installation to be eligible to seek 
fi nancial relief  related to the 
exemption.

“I’m certainly anticipating 
that we get this done in the Sen-
ate, get it to the governor so we 

can move forward with this and 
hold harmless Bell County and 
the cities in Bell County, and 
still grant a very worthy benefi t 
for our 100 percent disabled 
soldiers,” Shine said.

While the bill is more targeted 
toward Harker Heights and 
Nolanville, other Bell County 
cities affected by the exemption 
could benefi t from HB 634 be-
cause their ETJs are within the 
proposed two-mile zone. Those 
include Temple, which is losing 
$825,584 in revenue, and Belton, 
which is losing $180,570. Salado 

is not affected by the bill.
Currently, Harker Heights is 

losing $1.5 million in revenue 
and Nolanville is losing $162,788. 
Bell County is losing $5,714,003 
while Killeen is losing $4.76 mil-
lion for the current fi scal year.

“Part of  keeping our promises 
to care for the veterans who 
have earned this benefi t is fund-
ing and supporting the commu-
nities they call home,” Buckley 
said in a tweet, adding Harker 
Heights would be one of  the 
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People watch a TV showing fi le footage of North Korea’s missile launch during 
a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday. 

North Korea fi res 2 suspected 
missiles in possible new warning
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In response to demands from 
Congress, the military health-
care systems — including Fort 
Hood’s Carl R. Darnall Army 
Medical Center — will change 
from management by indi-
vidual military departments 
to the oversight of  the Defense 
Health Agency, according to 
Kevin Dwyer, chief  of  DHA 
media operations.

“As part of  the National 
Defense Authorization Acts 
for Fiscal Years 2017, 2018 
and 2019, Congress called for 
changes in the military health 

system,” Dwyer said. “These 
changes redefi ne the roles of  
the Defense Health Agency 
and the military departments, 
specifi cally addressing the 
administration and manage-
ment of  military hospitals and 
clinics.”

All military hospitals and 
clinics must transition to 
direct supervision by the 
Defense Health Agency by 
Sept. 30, 2021, to create a more 
integrated, effi cient and effec-
tive system of  readiness and 
health and better support mili-
tary members, Dwyer said.

Darnall will transition to 
DHA on Oct. 1.

The goal of  the transition 
is to maximize effi ciencies 
and improve performance of  
military hospitals and clinics, 
Dwyer said.

Under the previous, less cen-
tralized management, differ-
ent policies have been enforced 
from hospital to hospital.

For instance, at Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center in 
Germany, parents were al-
lowed to hold their children 
in their lap and secure their 
arms and legs during vacci-
nations, however, at Darnall, 
parents are told by medical 

STATE TRACK 
MEET: The track 
and fi eld season 
culminates today 
at Austin, where 
multiple athletes 
from Killeen, El-
lison, Lampasas, 
Gatesville and Salado will take 
part in the Class 6A and Class 4A 
state meets.  

 FORT HOOD STUDY: A proposed 
annexation in Killeen raises 
questions about the joint land-use 
goals of  the Army and area com-
munities. 

LOUISIANA FLAVOR: A new 
restaurant 
has opened 
in Killeen, 
and the own-
ers say they 
have the best 
Cajun food 
in the city. Find out more on this 
Sunday’s Business section.  

SICKLE CELL: A Killeen fam-
ily is still dealing 
with loss after a 
loved one died 
from sickle cell 
anemia last year. 

Read their story in this Sunday’s 
Health section.

EAST WARD: East Ward Elemen-
tary School is 
Killeen ISD’s 
oldest operat-
ing school. 
Following the 
last day of  the 
current school 
year, demolition will begin in 
preparation for construction of  
a new school scheduled to begin 
June 11 with a re-opening in 2021. 
Students and staff  said farewell to 
the school in a recent ceremony.  

BY EMILY HILLEY-SIERZCHULA
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

One person is in stable 
condition at a Killeen hos-
pital after being shot on 
Thursday morning, police 
said.

Offi cers responded 
around 11:30 a.m. Thurs-
day to a shots fi red distur-
bance in the 1700 block 
of  Cole Street, said Ofelia 
Miramontez, Killeen 

Police Department spokes-
woman.

She said witnesses told 
offi cers the victim and 
suspect were arguing and 
then the confl ict turned 
physical.

“During the physical 
altercation, the victim was 
shot,” Miramontez said. 
She said the investigation 
is still ongoing. It is not 
known if  an arrest has 
been made.
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A car in Killeen passes in front of Fort Hood’s Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center on Thursday.

Military hospitals, including Darnall, are 
transitioning to new management

COMING SUNDAY One person in stable condition 
a! er Killeen shooting Thursday

NEW CHANGES TO COME
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U.S. seizes N. Korea coal ship:
Accused of  sanctions viola-
tions. C4


