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The sounds of  patriotism are 
a beautiful thing.

For more than an hour 
Sunday afternoon, the halls 
of  Killeen High School were 
fi lled with the sounds of  music, 
as the Heights Concert Band 
hosted their annual patriot con-
cert in the school’s auditorium. 

More than 70 area residents 
— and some out-of-area resi-
dents — were in the audience, 
enjoying the free performance.

In addition to residents, 

many military veterans were 
in attendance, as well.

“I actually came here with 
the military,” Killeen resident 
and Army veterans Harriet 
Foster said. “I worked as a 
nurse in the Army before I 
retired and started teaching at 
CTC (Central Texas College).”

Foster was at the show with 
her husband, Bob Weidinger, 
and the two of  them said they 
have attended the performance 
for the past three years ever 
since a friend of  theirs (who 
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Harker Heights HOOPS CAMP
Area boys and girls head 
to Heights for basketball
 P4
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MEDIEVAL FUN

Harker Heights library offers 
Medieval Day activities for 
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preview upcoming events.  P2
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Community helps with Pet Adoption Center’s kitten population
Adelaisha Dykes, 
17, cradles Baby 
Bear, a 3-month-
old female 
tiger-striped 
tabby, at the 
Harker Heights 
Pet Adoption 
Center.

Harker Heights council views possible ordinance additions

Heights Concert Band offers free patriotic concert

Finding furry friends
PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE GRISSOM | HERALD

4-month-old siblings are very curious kittens, looking around to see what all the fuss is about at the Pet Adoption Center in Harker Heights.
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PLEASE SEE KITTEN, 3

BY STEPHANIE RATTS GRISSOM
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Every year beginning in early 
spring, animal shelters across the 
Northern Hemisphere are overrun 
with kittens.  

This is known as “kitten season,” 
when feline birth rates are at their 
highest, and it continues through 
the fall.

To help with the mass infl ux of  
kittens, the Harker Heights Pet 
Adoption Center held a kitten 
“shower,” similar to a human baby 
shower, back in May. And with the 
help of  the community, they were 
much better prepared for kitten 
season.

It’s not just the limited space that 
shelters wrestle with; it is expensive 
to feed and care for hundreds of  kit-
tens in such a short time frame. 

Harker Heights Pet Adoption 
Center manager Jessica Giese said, 
“(It) can become overwhelming and 
costly when you take in over 150 kit-
tens in just a few months.”

A giant box was set up at the event 
for members of  the community to 
drop off  donations. Giese said that 
there were hundreds of  donated 
items, and that, “With the support 
that we received (from the communi-
ty) we could have fi lled that box fi ve 
times.”  Items included food, treats, 
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Conductor Randy Kelley, right, leads the Heights Concert Band during their free 
patriotic concert at the Killeen High School auditorium Sunday.
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In the mind of  Jeff  Achee,  di-
rector of  Parks and Recreation 
for the city of  Harker Heights, 
the time has come to add a 
chapter to the city’s ordinances 
concerning the rules, policies, 
and procedures of  the opera-
tion of  the Parks and Recre-
ation Department.  

Achee told the City Council 
at a workshop Tuesday, “Our 
parks and all the activities that 
we provide are getting more 
attention and becoming more 
popular.  As our operation be-
comes more popular, there are 
other people wanting to plan 
programs at our parks that 
have never been done before.”  

Achee said, “We welcome 
these folks to use our facilities, 

but we also need accountabil-
ity. We’re not changing a large 
number of  rules and regula-
tions that are already working, 
but we feel a need to get them 
into ordinance form that can be 
enforced by our police depart-
ment.” 

  Some council members ex-
pressed an interest in security 
cameras at parks that could 
monitor activity when the 

parks are closed.  There are 
none at this time, but Achee 
said there is a plan to install 
some at Carl Levin Park, and 
research is underway concern-
ing the infrastructure needed 
to add them at Community 
Park.

Some of  the information 
provided is already addressed 
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