
Copperas Cove TUNED IN
Amateur radio alive and 
well with Cove Repeaters
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HOT JET CAR

Exhibition dragster turns 
heads in appearance at local 
shopping center.  P5

WORLD CHAMP

CCHS graduate Alexis Grasso 
wins an international medical 
assisting competition. P5

NEW THREADS

Cove football team shows 
off its new uniforms for the 
upcoming season.  P4

FOR A CAUSE

Five Hills royalty shows up for 
2nd annual PTSD Walk.  P7
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For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  David Perdue

at dperdue@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7553
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald
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COPPERAS COVE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — Cop-
peras Cove Mayor Bradi Diaz 
couldn’t help but admit to 
being a little emotional during 
the Independence Day celebra-
tion held last Saturday by 
Star Group-Veterans Helping 
Veterans.

“I know Ms. Golding,” Diaz 
said after the presentation 
of  an inscribed clock to the 
family of  Carol Golding, who 
died June 12. “We raised kids 
together in this town and she 
was truly a gem for the city of  
Copperas Cove. And what this 
organization did to recognize 

her, it’s just one of  the many 
thing they do for this commu-
nity.

“And I’m a little choked up 
right now.”

The mayor went on to read a 
proclamation naming June 22 
as “Star Group-Veterans Help-
ing Veterans Day” in Copperas 
Cove.

It was among the many 
proclamations and letters 
of  recognition the veterans 
organization received and put 
on display at Saturday’s event. 
The cities of  Killeen and Gates-
ville as well as various digni-
taries from the region honored 

BY DAVID PERDUE
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COPPERAS COVE — “I 
would have picked him six 
months ago.”

Copperas Cove City Council-
man Charlie Youngs was blunt 
in his reaction to the Copperas 
Cove City Council voting unani-
mously to name Ryan Haverlah 
as city manager on Tuesday, 
ending a search that lasted 
nearly a year and a half.

The council 
met in executive 
session to discuss 
candidates for 
the position for 
nearly three hours 
on Tuesday. The 
process of  select-
ing fi nalists for the 

position was conducted mainly 
behind closed doors, during 
executive sessions held over the 
last few weeks. The only signal 
that the council was close to 

making a decision was a post 
on the website of  recruitment 
fi rm Strategic Government 
Resources. The company posted 
several weeks ago that fi nalists 
had been named for the posi-
tion, but there was no public 
announcement of  those selec-
tions by the city council.

Council adjourned for execu-
tive session at 8:31 a.m.. At least 
two of  the apparent candidates 
for the open position entered 
the council chamber during the 

morning and then were taken 
to another room to wait.

Just before 11:30 a.m., the 
council returned to the cham-
ber and Mayor Bradi Diaz 
asked if  there was a motion 
before the council. Mayor Pro-
Tem Dan Yancey made the mo-
tion to name Haverlah the city 
manager, which was quickly 
seconded. Without discussion, 
the city council unanimously 

BY DAVID PERDUE
COPPERAS COVE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — Copperas Cove 
Economic Development Corporation Direc-
tor Jonas Titas believes city leaders have a 
depth of  knowledge that will help guide his 
efforts to bring new business to the city.

“It’s a lot of  being relatively new to the 
area,” Titas said after Tuesday afternoon’s 
joint meeting between the EDC board and 
the city council, “and understanding..how 
much they bring to the table, and the value 
they can provide to help steer our organiza-
tion in the right direction.”

The two groups jointly discussed areas of  
concern at the three-hour workshop orga-

nized by Titas and newly named City Man-
ager Ryan Haverlah. Titas, who was hired 
as EDC director last month, had proposed 
the meeting as a way to get everyone on the 
same page as to the direction and focus of  
economic development activities.

“This will be the fi rst step in an ongoing 
process of  the...evolution of  our organiza-
tion,” Titas said at the start of  the work-
shop.

Every member of  the EDC board was 
present at the start of  the meeting, along 
with six of  the seven members of  the 
city council, Mayor Bradi Diaz and City 
Manager Ryan Haverlah. Chamber of  
Commerce President Alicia Menard and 
Jimmy Clark, representing the Copperas 

Cove Industrial Foundation.  Councilman 
Fred Chavez joined the meeting later in the 
presentation, as did Assistant EDC Direc-
tor Diane Drussell.

The meeting was led by Tony DeLisi, a 
vice president with Avalanche Consulting, 
a fi rm out of  Austin that does economic 
development consulting and research.

DeLisi began his presentation by defi n-
ing the purpose of  economic develop-
ment, which boils down to creating jobs in 
primary industries and capital investment 
in a community, with the goal of  growing a 
local economy.

DeLisi said the most common ways to 

Council unanimous in vote to name Haverlah city manager

Haverlah

SHOW OF STARS

DAVID PERDUE | HERALD

A standing room only crowd fi lled the Copperas Cove Civic Center Saturday for the 11th annual Independence Day Celebration put together by Star Group-Veterans 
Helping Veterans.

Veterans Helping Veterans 
hold Independence Day 

event at Civic Center

DAVID PERDUE } HERALD

Former Copperas Cove Mayor Jim French is honored the Veteran of the Year 
Award by Star Group-Veterans Helping Veterans President Jonathan Haywood 
during the group’s 11th annual Independence Day Celebration Saturday at the 
Copperas Cove Civic Center.

City council, EDC enthusiastic about future a! er joint meeting

PLEASE SEE HAVERLAH, 2

PLEASE SEE VETERANS, 3

PLEASE SEE ECONOMIC, 3


