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City Council pays visit to Fire Station #2 for prevention month proclamation

VFW posts are essential services, district commander says

Taking a tour break
PHOTOS BY BOB MASSEY | HERALD

HHFD Chief Paul Sims, right, leads a tour of Fire Station #2. Council members pictured, from le! , are John Reider, Mayor Pro Tem Michael Blomquist and Jennifer Mc-
Cann. Mayor Spencer Smith and Councilwoman Jody Nicholas plus several members of the city staff also attended.

PLEASE SEE TOUR, 5

As election heats up, council candidates discuss priorities 

Mayor 
Spencer 
Smith, le! , 
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The Nov. 3 municipal election 
is approaching, with three can-
didates running for the Place 4 
seat on the Harker Heights City 
Council and two candidates 
seeking the mayor’s post.

This week, the Herald asks 
the three council candidates to 
share their views on their lead-
ership qualities, how they view 
the city’s challenges and offer 
insight into their vision for the 
city’s growth.

Here are their responses, by 
alphabetical order of  the candi-
dates’ names.

QUESTION 1
If elected, what skills, talent 

and experience would you bring 
to the job? 

Terry Delano: 
If  elected, my experience 

and knowledge in building 
and development would be 
an asset to the council as it 
relates to land use, building 
ordinances and property de-
velopment. I have worked with 

structural and civil engineers 
on a private business level as 
well as public level. I have a 
good understanding of  electri-
cal distribution, water and 
sewer utilities, easements, and 
ROW’s. In addition, my ten 
years of  experience as a school 
board member has given me 
experience in large budgets, 

oversight of  
taxpayer funds, 
personnel matters, 
and making criti-
cal decisions. 

Jeffrey Harris:
I’ll bring a new 

voice from the 
citizens of  Harker 

Heights including a different 
level of  experience. My suc-
cessful 22 year military career 
proven leadership and my 
tenure with the Department of  
Homeland Security Terrorism 
Task Force (Domestic Emer-
gency Response)have honed my 

Delano Harris Nash
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Following several lengthy and 
intense meetings over the past few 
weeks, the Harker Heights City 
Council took a break, of  sorts, on 
Tuesday afternoon for an informal 
tour of  Fire Station #2, located at 
3207 Stillhouse Lake Road.

Mayor Spencer Smith opened the 
meeting by proclaiming October 2020 
as “Fire Prevention Month” and Oct. 
4-10 as “Fire Prevention Week.”

  No deliberation of  any issue 
within the jurisdiction of  the City 
Council occurred and no formal ac-
tion was taken.  

Council members in attendance 

were: Mayor Smith, Mayor Pro Tem 
Michael Blomquist, and Council 
members John Reider, Jennifer Mc-
Cann and Jody Nicholas.

Several city staff  members were 
also on hand in addition to the 
Harker Heights Fire Department 
(HHFD) “C” Crew who were on duty 
at the station.

Leading the tour was Fire Chief  
Paul Sims, who told the Herald that 
he has been extremely happy with 
the contractors, architects and the 
team who were selected to do the 
work.

“We’re on schedule and about 60 
percent into the project and will be 
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Suicide rates among veterans 
have increased as a result of  the 
coronavirus pandemic, accord-
ing to one district commander 
of  the VFW.

In response, the district 
turned its attention to suicide 
prevention and mental health 

awareness Saturday.
VFW Post 3892 in Harker 

Heights hosted the event that 
was organized by District 14, 
which has posts from Temple to 
Marble Falls.

Carlo Davis, commander of  
VFW District 14, said the event 
was important because of  the 
rising rates of  suicide among 
veterans and service members.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
taken a toll on our veterans,” 
he said Saturday. “Suicide rates 
have increased since the COVID 
pandemic.”

The rising suicide rates hit 
particularly home for one vet-
eran and her husband.

Wendy Pint, a military police 
veteran of  the Army, fought 
back tears when she said that 

she has attempted suicide four 
times in the past six years.

“Being able to reach out to the 
VFW, or being able to come here 
and hear other people’s stories 
and see there’s other people like 
me, it’s a big help,” she said of  
the event.

Pint said other veterans as-


