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COPPERAS COVE — Look-
ing back at the year that’s 
passed since a tornado hit her 
Copperas Cove neighborhood, 
BJ Taylor is philosophical.

“It’s been, other than time 
consuming, fairly painless,” 
Taylor said of  the period since 
the tornado struck the area west 
of  the city on June 9, 2019.

 Tree limbs, brush, shingles 
and chunks of  metal roof  were 
strewn all over the yards of  
residents near Big Divide Road. 
Objects, such as a trampoline, 
were fl ipped over or moved to 
other people’s yards, fences 
were damaged or destroyed, 
and some trees were  uprooted.

Metal street poles and stop 
signs laid fl at at some intersec-
tions, bent at the bottom.

That was one year ago Tues-
day.

A few days after the tornado 
hit, the National Weather Ser-
vice in Fort Worth rated it as 

an EF-2 with wind speeds of  
around 115 mph.

According to the NWS, the 
path of  the tornado stretched 
almost one mile in length with 
damage noted to homes and 
property on either side of  the 
path.

A total of  198 homes and 
property were affected by  that 
storm, Copperas Cove Deputy 
Fire Chief  Gary Young said 
at the time. The total number 
of  homes with damage severe 
enough to displace the residents 
remained at three.

Shortly after the tornado 
struck, people from all over 
fl ocked to the area, not only to 
get a glimpse of  what had just 
happened, but also to check on 
people and begin the recovery 
process, which took months.

The house of  BJ Taylor and 
her husband Don was one of  the 
hardest hit.

The Taylors moved back into 
their house in the 3200 block of  
Colorado Drive during the fi rst 
week of  November, around fi ve 
months after the tornado.

“Repairs have gone really 
well,” BJ Taylor said Saturday . 
“We had a restoration company 
that started, and then we took 
over and got the contractors for 
the roof, the fence, the inside.”

The Taylors’ insurance com-
pany covered everything besides 
their $2,000 deductible, which 
Don Taylor said was covered 
mostly by their church and 
other friends who donated.

While their house was being 
repaired, they lived on their 
property in a portion of  their 
garage which Don Taylor called 
“the man room,” around 2,000 
square feet smaller than their 
house.

BJ Taylor said keeping their 
same routine and being more 
conscious of  each other’s needs 
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Copperas Cove school buses transport students to summer school

PHOTOS BY ARTIE PHILLIPS AND THADDEUS IMERMAN | HERALD

The le!  photo show a house on Colorado Road in Copperas Cove with a section of roof missing in the immediate a! ermath of the June 9, 2019, tornado. The right 
photo shows the same house one year later, a! er homeowners completed repairs.

ONE YEAR LATER
Residents remember tornado that tore through Copperas Cove

PLEASE SEE TORNADO, 2

On June 9, 2019, a tornado caused a trampoline from a neighbor’s house to 
damage the chain-link fence that lines the property of Erasmus and Cheryl 
Julien.

PLEASE SEE BUSES, 2

SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE — Cop-
peras Cove ISD yellow buses 
were back on city streets on 
Monday as they picked up chil-
dren curbside in front of  their 
homes and transported them to 
school at Fairview/Miss Jewell 
Elementary.

Fairview is the location where 
the school district is holding 
summer school for students 
who need additional academic 
instruction to advance to the 
next grade level, English-As-
A-Second-Language School for 
students entering kindergarten 
and fi rst grade but whose fi rst 
language is not English, and 
Summer Enrichment Groups 
that begins on June 15.

CCISD Director of  Trans-
portation Gary Elliott said all 

summer school bus drivers, bus 
aides, and staff  were trained 
specifi cally on Special Consid-
erations for Infection Control 

During COVID-19.
“Drivers received their route 

assignments, student seating 
assignments, and daily precau-

tions that will be practiced 
during our summer school ses-
sion,” Elliott said. “Since there 
are so few riders, we are doing 
door to curb service.”

Drivers are required to wear 
gloves and face covering at 
all times as well as clean and 
disinfect all seats and surfaces, 
including surfaces in the driver 
cockpit commonly touched by 
the driver.

“Buses are being thoroughly 
cleaned after each bus trip, 
particularly high-touch sur-
faces such as bus seats, steering 
wheel, knobs, windows and 
door handles,” Elliott said. 
“During cleaning, our staff  
opens the windows to allow for 
additional ventilation and air 
fl ow which is helpful in litigat-

COURTESY OF CCISD

Copperas Cove ISD Director of Transportation Gary Elliott explains how children 
riding the bus for summer school will be seated every other row on opposite 
sides with no more than 13 students per bus.

Classifi ed   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6
Community .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Crossword .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4
Pets of the Week  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
Tiara Travels  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5


