
Copperas Cove DEADLINE
Sunday last day to enter 
Krist Kindl Charity Pageant
 P3

Vol. 18 No. 46  copperascoveherald.com

COVERING COPPERAS COVE, GATESVILLE AND CORYELL COUNTY

Friday
November 13, 2020

INDEX
Classifi ed   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6
Community .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Crossword .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4
Pets of the Week  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

W E S U P P O R T O U R S O LD I E R S

TIARA TRAVELS

Copperas Cove beauty queen 
conducts sock drive for home-
less veterans.  P2

KICKOFF

Annual Hunters Welcome 
barbecue in Lampasas draws 
hundreds of deer hunters.  P3

GET MOVING

Groovy Time at the 3rd An-
nual Dawg Junior Homecom-
ing Dance.  P3

SAYING THANKS

Elementary School honors 
those who served.  P5

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  Thaddeus Imerman 

at timerman@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7559 or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald

Construction work to begin on Main Street in just over 2 weeks

THADDEUS IMERMAN | HERALD

Dozens of people gathered in front of the Copperas Cove Police Department last Saturday to plant around 100 trees. Since being over-budget on funds, the police 
department has not had shrubbery since it opened the new station in 2010.

Sister of late auto mechanic speaks of selling his business

Helping out the PD; dozens plant trees for Arbor Day

PLEASE SEE BUSINESS, 2

PLEASE SEE ARBOR, 2

MAKING COVE GREEN

Wyatt Osborn, 2, works on planting a tree Saturday at the Copperas Cove Police 
Department. Keep Copperas Cove Beautiful partnered with the Cove PD to 
plant around 100 trees and shrubs in front of the department in conjunction 
with Texas Arbor Day.

PLEASE SEE STREET, 2

BY THADDEUS IMERMAN
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Dale Harder, a former auto 
mechanic who owned Bug Acres 
in Lampasas, loved his shop, 
his sister Dawn Piekarski said 
Tuesday evening.

“That became his love,” Piek-
arski said of  the shop, which 
has now been sold. “He didn’t 
have a wife, he didn’t have kids.”

Growing up in Minnesota, 
Harder joined the Army and 
ended up in Texas, where he 

stayed. 
“That was his every day,” Piek-

arski said. “He put his heart and 
soul into that.”

Over the last few years, Lam-
pasas was the summer vacation 
spot for her and her family who 
live in northern Minnesota near 
the border with Canada.

“You know, we would ask him, 
‘You know, why don’t you come 
home. Instead of  us coming 
down to Texas, why don’t you 
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Previously void of  landscap-
ing and shrubbery, the Cop-
peras Cove Police Department 
received around 100 new trees 
and shrubs in front of  the sta-
tion last Saturday. 

Police Chief  Eddie Wilson 
said the trees were much 
needed, and the department 
partnered with the Keep Cop-
peras Cove Beautiful Commis-
sion for the planting, which 
was in conjunction with Texas 
Arbor Day.

“Well, you know, one of  the 
objectives of  the police depart-

ment since we started our new 
policing model several years 
ago was to help develop part-
nerships throughout the com-
munity,” Wilson said. “This is 
just another example of  the 
great partnerships that we just 
established.”

Wilson said he did not expect 
the amount of  people who vol-
unteered to plant the trees.

In all, there were approxi-
mately 60 to 70 people planting 
three different species of  trees 
and shrubs.

Of  those who came out was 
Copperas Cove resident Ashley 
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Copperas Cove residents who 
travel on Main Street will have 
to be aware of  road workers or 
take alternate routes beginning 
Nov. 30.

The mill and overlay project 
on Main Street is slated to 
begin that day, according to a 
news release from city spokes-
man Kevin Keller.

Road crews will work from 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m., and work is 
expected to be complete Dec. 3, 
barring any inclement weather.

On Sept. 1, the Copperas 
Cove City Council approved 

the awarding of  the contract to 
Texas Materials Group, Inc. of  
Gatesville to conduct the work, 
which will involve milling 1 
inch of  asphalt and overlaying 
with a new layer of  asphalt, the 
release said.

Road work on Main Street 
will go from the intersection 
with East Avenue F to the 
northern city limits where 
Main Street becomes Tank 
Destroyer Boulevard.

The price of  the project is 
$181,759.11.

“These improvements are 
part of  the City’s Street Main-
tenance Program and are being 
funded exclusively by the 1/8th 

Cent Sales Tax allocation, as 
approved by the voters of  the 
City of  Copperas Cove dur-
ing a Special Election held in 
November of  2016,” the release 
said.

Scott Osbourn, the city’s 
director of  Public Works, gave 
the council an update of  that 
funding during the Oct. 20 
council meeting.

Heading into Fiscal Year 
2020-2021, which began Oct. 1, 
the approximate fund balance 
was $574,000, according to a 
presentation from Osburn.

In 2020, the city netted a 
total of  $451,532.87 in sales tax 
revenue for the street mainte-

nance projects and incurred 
$520,800 in expenses.

During the Nov. 3 general 
election, Copperas Cove resi-
dents voted to keep the sales 
tax allocation.

According to unoffi cial 
results from Coryell and 
Lampasas counties, a total of  
8,560 people voted in favor of  
the allocation, while 2,900 voted 
against it.

The allocation must be voted 
on by voters every four years.

“Solid Waste collections will 
continue as scheduled, how-
ever residents and business 
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Bug Acres on Highway 190 in Lampasas, some 11 miles west of Copperas Cove, 
has recently been sold. The previous owner, Dale Harder, died in March and 
his sister, Dawn Piekarski made the di!  cult decision to sell the business that 
became what she described as her brother’s “life.”


