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BY SHANE MONACO 
FME NEWS SERVICE 

TEMPLE — Job training 
for young adults is available 
through the Taking Flight em-
ployment program operated by 
Workforce Solutions of  Central 
Texas.

The program has open enroll-
ment but will close registration 
for participation Friday.

The goal of  the program 
— aimed at young adults 
between the ages of  18 and 24 
— is to help young people gain 
job experience in desired fi elds. 
The group has operated the 
program for more than 20 years 
and paired more than 6,000 em-
ployees with 500 employers.

“The company really is just 
providing the work experience 
opportunity and mentoring to 

help this individual,” said Char-
ley Ayres, Workforce’s direc-
tor of  industry and education 
partnerships. “We are trying 
to build a career here, so many 
of  those employers hold those 
young adults and become part 
of  that employer’s payroll.”

INCENTIVES
To help entice employers to 

give participants a position in 
their businesses, Workforce 
Solutions pays the wages and 
other related fees for the dura-
tion of  the program.

While Workforce does provide 
the services for those in need, 
a large portion of  the funding 
for the program comes from 
a federal grant set up by the 
Workforce Innovation and Op-
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A certain work of  art within 
the Killeen Independent 
School District will not be 
preserved when the school it 
sits inside is demolished.

 Greeting those who walk 
into East Ward Elementary 
School is a mural  in which 

Texas history from 1836 to 1986 
is depicted.

The mural was painted by 
Demser Owens, an Ohio native 
who worked as a custodian at 
the school in the 1980s. It took 
Owens and his wife, Ramona, 
three months to complete the 
project in 1986.

Owens died Sept. 29. The 
mural represents a connec-

tion to Owens for those who 
knew him. His family donated 
a plaque to East Ward after his 
death.

East Ward, however, will be 
demolished as part of  the $426 
million bond construction 
program voters approved last 
year in May. Construction of  a 

KISD: East Ward mural won’t be preserved 
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Residents have another 
day of  clear skies and warm 
weather before rain is expect-
ed to return in the forecast.

After a sunny Mother’s Day 
weekend, today is expected 
to reach a high of  79 degrees 
before an east wind blows 
in a 30% chance of  rain this 
evening.

“It’s a warming trend 
ahead,” said Patricia San-
chez, a meteorologist with the 

National Weather Service in 
Dallas-Fort Worth. “But it’s 
not going to be anything like 
summer just yet.

“It might start to feel that 
way possibly toward the end 
of  the week when tempera-
tures climb to the mid- to up-
per 80s, but it’s nearly typical 
for this time of  year.” 

Temperatures should reach 
a high of  79 come Tuesday 
with a 30% chance of  thun-
derstorms throughout the day.

A MOTHER’S DAY TREAT

East Ward El-
ementary School 
students walk by 
a mural depicting 
150 years of Texas 
history from 1836 to 
1986 in celebration 
of the sesquicen-
tennial year. The 
mural was created 
by Demser Owens, 
a former employee 
of the Killeen In-
dependent School 
District who died 
Sept. 29.
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WASHINGTON — The 
White House’s top economic 
adviser acknowledged Sun-
day that U.S. consumers and 
businesses pay the tariffs 

that the Trump 
administration 
has imposed on 
billions of  dol-
lars of  Chinese 
goods, even as 
President Trump 
himself  insisted 
in a tweet, incor-

rectly, that China pays.
“Yes, I don’t disagree with 

that,” said Larry Kudlow, 
the head of  the president’s 
National Economic Council, 
when Chris Wallace, host of  
“Fox News Sunday,” asked 
him, “It’s U.S. businesses 
and U.S. consumers who pay, 
correct?”

Kudlow added, “Both sides 
will pay,” but he stipulated 
that China “will suffer (eco-
nomic) losses” from reduced 

exports to the U.S., not from 
paying the tariffs.

Kudlow’s admission contra-
dicts many of  Trump’s com-
ments and tweets to the effect 
that Chinese companies pay 
the tariffs in what amounts, 
in the president’s view, to a 
massive transfer of  wealth to 
the United States from China. 
Yet almost no economist has 
agreed with Trump’s view 
and fact-checkers routinely 
brand Trump’s assertion 
false and point out that Amer-
ican importers of  goods from 
China pay the tariffs.

Trump has also asserted 
that trade wars are “easy to 
win,” but Kudlow accepted 
that they come with costs for 
the U.S. economy, though he 
downplayed the impact.

On Friday, the Trump 
administration raised duties 
on $200 billion of  Chinese 
imports to 25% from 10%, 
after charging that China 
had backtracked on commit-
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NWS: ‘A warming trend 
ahead’ for Killeen area

Young adult job training 
cleared for takeoff in Temple

TAKING FLIGHT PROGRAM
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S
ome Killeen residents said “mahalo” 
(thank you) to their mothers Sunday by 
treating them to a Mother’s Day Luau pro-
vided by KoKo Cafe and American Legion 
Post 223 in Killeen.

The evening included dinner, leis, a Polyne-
sian dance performance and prizes for every 
mother in attendance.

The Humble Beginning dance group from 
Dallas performed a traditional Polynesian 
dance, and mothers won various prizes such as 
a Hawaiian shirt, Dallas Cowboys gear and a 
Mama Bear build-a-bear.

“Our kids are all grown up,” said Gerald 
Stevens, of  Killeen, “so I thought this would 
be a great way to treat my wife to a date night 
and a chance for us to get out of  the house and 
celebrate.”

While some husbands took the luau as a 
chance for a date night, Laura Hildanada de-
cided to make it a Mother’s Day event with her 

sister, Jessica Tollman.
“Our kids gave us our gifts this morning,” 

Hildanada said. “But sometimes it’s nice to 
have a girls night out and celebrate Mother’s 
Day with one of  the best moms I know — my 
sister. Plus, you get dinner, a show and can feel 
like you escape Killeen for a bit with a luau 
theme. What more can you ask for?”

Tollman and Hildanada rarely get the night 
out together as they are both mothers of  two 
children.

“But tonight they’re stuck with our hus-
bands,” Tollman said, laughing. “And we’re on 
island time.”

The evening getaway included dinner, the 
show and a raffl e ticket for the chance to win 
prizes throughout the night.

The Mother’s Day event is just one of  several 
new events the American Legion post is hold-
ing in order to reach out and give back to the 
community.

“We’ll be coming back for more events in 
the future,” Hildanada said. “It was defi nitely 
worth the price.”
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Residents gather at American Legion Post 223 for a Mother’s Day Luau on Sunday a! ernoon. Dinner, a Polynesian 
dance show and prizes were provided by Koko Cafe.

Moms honored during luau at American Legion post

WH adviser admits 
U.S. consumers pay 

tariffs on goods
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