
Copperas Cove FREE MEALS
CCISD provides free meals 
through end of school year
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Coryell, Lampasas businesses reduce capacity to 50%
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Copperas Cove City Manager Ryan Haverlah, le! , presents outgoing Councilman Marc Payne with his name plate, a plaque and a city of Copperas Cove fl ag Tuesday 
during a reception in the council chambers.

Copperas Cove honors Marc Payne prior to departure

History for the council; TTG awarded another contract

PLEASE SEE COUNCIL, 2

PLEASE SEE HONORS, 2

SAYING FAREWELL

Marc Payne, outgoing council member for Place 6 in the Copperas Cove City 
Council, speaks to titleholders of the Copperas Cove Miss Five Hills royalty dur-
ing a reception in his honor Tuesday.

Vonya Hart, le! , 
and Marc Payne 
share a brief hug 
Tuesday evening 
a! er Municipal 
Judge F.W. “Bill” 
Price swore Hart 
into the Cop-
peras Cove City 
Council Place 
6. Hart won the 
election in a 
runoff Dec. 8.
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Marc Payne choked back 
tears a couple of  times as he 
explained to a group of  around 
two dozen what it meant to him 
to serve as a council member 
for the past three years.

“I’ve really enjoyed work-
ing here,” Payne said during a 
reception in his honor. “I have 
put many years in the city, and 
it’s meant quite a lot to me. And 
I appreciate the support and 
the trust that you all have given 
me.”

Payne offi cially lost his 
re-election bid Nov. 3 when he 
fi nished third in voting among 
four candidates for his Place 6 
seat.

The city hosted a reception 

prior to the workshop meeting 
Tuesday evening inside the 
council chambers.

City Manager Ryan Haverlah 
presented Payne with his name 
plate, a plaque and a city of  
Copperas Cove fl ag.

Payne shared conversations 
with fellow residents, council 
members and other offi cials, 
such as Copperas Cove Mu-
nicipal Court Judge F.W. “Bill” 
Price and Coryell County 
Judge Roger Miller.

Between moments of  conver-
sation, Payne refl ected on some 
of  the memorable moments of  
his term.

“There are a lot of  things that 
we had to accomplish, and I feel 
that we got a lot of  those things 
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Vonya Hart made history 
Tuesday evening at the Copper-
as Cove City Council meeting. 

Being sworn in by Municipal 
Judge F.W. “Bill” Price during 
the workshop preceding the 
meeting, Hart became the fi rst 
Black woman to be sworn in to 
the Copperas Cove City Coun-
cil, city offi cials confi rmed 
Tuesday.

“What an amazing and his-

torical moment,” Hart said via 
email Wednesday. “I am very 
honored and proud to be elect-
ed as the 1st African American 
Female to the City Council of  
Copperas Cove. Our commu-
nity is uniquely and wonder-
fully diverse, and this richness 
of  diversity is refl ected on our 
city council. So powerful.....just 
like Cove.”

Hart succeeds former Coun-
cilman Marc Payne after de-
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Due to the rapid increase in the corona-
virus and virus-related hospitalizations, 
businesses in both Coryell and Lampasas 
counties must revert to 50% capacity. 

Previously, businesses were allowed to 
operate at 75% capacity. 

The order comes as a result of  the Texas 
Department of  State Health Services 
identifying the counties as “high hospital-
ization areas,” according to press releases 
from Coryell County Judge Roger Miller 

and Lampasas County Judge Randall 
Hoyer.

Gov. Greg Abbott’s Executive Order GA-
32 said all high hospitalization areas must 
reduce capacity to no more than 50%.

The counties are part of  the State Health 
Service’s Trauma Service Area L, which 
also includes Bell, Hamilton, Milam and 
Mills counties. 

DSHS defi nes a “high hospitalization 
area” as an area where coronavirus pa-
tients exceed 15% of  a hospital’s capacity 
for seven consecutive days.

From Dec. 29 through Jan. 4, the trauma 

service area exceeded that number, Miller’s 
release said.

The reduction went into effect at 11:59 
p.m. Wednesday and lasts until the entire 
trauma service area goes under the 15% 
threshold for seven consecutive days.

“Coryell County has been experiencing 
sharp increases in the number of  COVID 
positive tests over the past two months,” 
Miller’s release said. “July through mid-
November, new cases were holding steady 
averaging approximately 35 cases per week. 
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