
Vol. 10, No. 31  harkerheightsherald.com Friday
August 2, 2019

Harker Heights READY TO PLAY
Knights prepare for start 
of football season
 P4
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W E S U P P O R T O U R S O LD I E R S

COOL DOWN

Kern Park hosts fi rst Splash 
Bash, gives residents a way to 
beat the heat.  P5

PIZZA PIE

Domino’s gives food science 
class before serving up pizza 
at Heights library.  P5

TASTY BATTLE

ASYMCA’s Cake Wars conclude 
with clear winner and treats 
for all.  P3

A DOG’S DAY

Heights park hosts dog 
fashion, talent show.  P2

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Harker Heights  area news, 
contact  Artie Phillips 

at artie@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7565 
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/HarkerHeightsHerald

Heights offers special-needs children unique event

Peyton Pfl ueger, 9, le! , splashes her brother, Preston, 12, while the 
two swim at the Carl Levin Park pool’s special-needs swim event 
Sunday evening.

Council works on early dra!  of upcoming fi scal year budget

Ribbon cutting marks ‘o!  cial’ opening of roundabout

Going for a swim
PHOTOS BY ARTIE PHILLIPS | HERALD

Children with special needs swim alongside family, friends and area volunteers during the special needs swim party at Carl Levin Park pool Sunday.

PLEASE SEE ROUNDABOUT, 3

PLEASE SEE SWIM, 2

BOB MASSEY | HERALD

Everyone joins in the celebration of the cutting of the ribbon at the city’s new 
roundabout on Wednesday morning.

PLEASE SEE COUNCIL, 3

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The roundabout project 
was at one time a point of  
contention and concern for 
residents and business owners 
along Commercial Drive and 
Heights Drive plus the eastern 
entrance to the parking lot for 
the Harker Heights Wal-Mart 
and the Murphy USA gasoline 
fi ll-up island.

It eventually became a com-
munity effort, however, and 
more than 60 people showed 
up at 9 a.m. Wednesday for a 

ribbon-cutting ceremony and 
celebration of  the long-await-
ed roundabout traffi c feature.

After several weather delays 
and other challenges, the 
transportation masterpiece 
was completed in four years 
at an approximate cost of  
$859,982.

Mark Hyde, public works 
director for the City of  Harker 
Heights, served as emcee at 
the ribbon cutting and ex-
plained that the idea behind 
the roundabout was developed 

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The music may have been turned 
off  at the Carl Levin Park pool Sun-
day evening, but that doesn’t mean 
the waters were still.

Quite the contrary, as more than 
one dozen children with differing 
special needs, their families and a 
friend were all having a good time at 
a special swim just for them.

“We saw this event on the city’s 
Facebook page, and we wanted to 
come out because my daughter 
does a lot of  stuff  with the (Harker 
Heights) adaptive sports program,” 
Tracy Pfl ueger said. 

Pfl ueger was attending the swim-

ming event with her daughter, Pey-
ton, 9, and her son, Preston, 12.

“Right now she is in the bowling 
program, and she has participated in 
basketball and tennis, too. They both 
love swimming, so coming to this 
was a no-brainer for them.”

The swimming event was orga-
nized by the Parks and Recreation 
Department — alongside Central 
Texas Behavioral Solutions, Edu-
cated Angels and Smile Doctors — as 
a way for children with special needs 
to enjoy the pool in a less stressful 
environment.

“This is just a way to give kids an 
opportunity to come enjoy a sum-
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Harker Heights Council 
members met for a 30-min-
ute workshop Tuesdsay  and 
heard Finance Director 
Alberta Barrett summarize a 
draft budget for the upcoming 
fi scal year.

They left the council cham-
bers with a large spiral note-

book under their arms fi lled 
with documents that they 
will study in preparation for 
a budget retreat scheduled for 
Aug. 2.

City Manager David Mitch-
ell told the Herald that the 
numbers in the summary are 
not fi nal by any means.  

“This proposed budget is ex-
actly that.  As part of  my job, 
it is prepared for the council 

based on hours of  input from 
department heads and oth-
ers with the assistance of  the 
fi nance director.  To say that 
anything is fi nal today would 
be putting the cart before the 
horse, so to speak.”

Barrett briefed them on the 
three funds that make up the 
budget; governmental funds, 
proprietary funds and special 
revenue funds.  

The Governmental section 
includes general funds, debt 
service, fi xes assets, and capi-
tal improvements.  

Proprietary includes utility, 
sanitation and drainage.  

Special Revenue funds 
include hotel/motel, restricted 
courts and the employee ben-
efi t trust.


