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For Kempner residents Rene 
Reyna Jr. and his wife Brooklyn 
Reyna, operating a family farm 
and rescue has been a dream 
for a long time, and now they 
want to share their passion for 
animals with area residents.

“Having animals, having 
a farm, has always been in 
my family for as long as I can 

remember,” Reyna said in a 
phone interview Tuesday. “And 
Brook was a vet tech before we 
got married and started having 
kids. She just has a passion for 
animals.”

Reyna’s Ark Family Farm 
and Rescue is open to the public 
every Saturday in October from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the family’s 
just more than 2-acre property 
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Martin Walker Elementary Communities in Schools Site Coordinator Shawnyah Golden organizes more than $500 of nonperishable food items donated by the Miss 
Five Hills Scholarship Program to feed students who would otherwise go hungry on the weekends.
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For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  Thaddeus Imerman 

at timerman@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7559 or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald
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A boy pets some 
animals at 
Reyna’s Family 
Farm and Res-
cue in Kempner. 
The family farm 
is open to the 
public on Satur-
days in October.
COURTESY | RENE REYNA JR.
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Williams/Ledger Elementary Communi-
ties in Schools site coordinator, P.J. White, 
sorts through the nonperishable food items 
in her classroom cabinets and through the 
coats, school supplies and other items she 
provides to students on a daily basis.

Copperas Cove ISD has contracted CIS 
representatives on each of  its 11 campuses 
since 1992 to meet the students’ needs out-
side the classroom. CIS personnel function 
as members of  the school staff  discreetly 
supporting students so they can focus on 
their academics.

White invited students to eat lunch with 
her in her classroom.

“This helps build relationships with a 
caring adult that they can trust in addition 
to their teacher,” White said. “If  a student 
spills something on himself  and needs 
something to change into, we have it in the 

CIS classroom. 
“CIS helps students and teachers with 

school supplies. CIS also partners with 
businesses and organizations in the com-
munity to help children with unique needs 
such as eye exams and reading glasses.”

Prior to the pandemic, 112 Williams/Led-
ger students received services from CIS. 
With the start of  the 2020 school year, more 
than double — approximately 400 — now 
receive physical assistance with clothing, 
school supplies and food.

Copperas Cove ISD’s Stuff  the Bus 
event stocks the CIS school supply closets 
for the start of  the school year. For the 
2019-2020 school year, the Miss Five Hills 
Scholarship Program raised $3,000 to start 
a Blessings in a Backpack program to 
provide meals to students on the weekends 
and school breaks. Meals were provided 
not only to Williams/Ledger students in 
need but extended to their peers in other 
schools.

The Blessings in a Backpack program 
at Williams/Leger Elementary was ex-
tremely successful and the Miss Five Hills 
Scholarship Program started Blessings in 
a Backpack programs at both Fairview/
Miss Jewell and Martin Walker Elemen-
tary Schools for the 2020-2021 school year.

Funds from the third annual Lil’ Dawg 
and Lil’ Lady Dawg Junior Homecoming 
Dance, scheduled for Nov. 7, will be used 
to start weekend meal programs in three 
more schools this year with the ultimate 
goal of  having the program in every 
CCISD school.

Martin Walker Elementary Communi-
ties in Schools Site Coordinator Shawnyah 
Golden said the weekend backpack pro-
gram makes a tremendous difference in 
the lives of  the students.

“A vast majority of  the children are at-
risk of  going hungry over the weekend and 
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Two days of  early voting are 
in the books in Coryell County, 
and so far through two days, 
the county has surpassed the 
turnout from the fi rst two days 
in 2016, the last presidential 
election.

Through Wednesday, Justin 
Carothers, tax assessor and 
collector for the county, has 
reported that a total of  5,142 
ballots have been cast for this 
election.

Of  the total, 1,500 have been 
from mail-in ballots.

A total of  2,254 voters have 

cast ballots in Copperas Cove, 
and a total of  1,388 have cast 
ballots in Gatesville.

In 2016, a total of  4,355 ballots 
were case in the fi rst two days. 
At the time, that number had 
broken previous early voting 
turnout records in the county.

Local races on the Coryell 
County ballot are:

Copperas Cove City Council 
Place 6

Copperas Cove City Council 
Place 7

Gatesville Mayor
Gatesville Ward 1, Place 2
Gatesville Ward 1, Place 4
Gatesville Ward 1, Place 6
School board races are:

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Gatesville ISD
Crawford ISD
Oglesby ISD
Killeen ISD
Clifton ISD
Valley Mills ISD
There is also a special elec-

tion in the city of  Copperas 
Cove for residents to decide on 
the reauthorization of  the local 
sales and use tax at the rate of  
one-eighth (1/8) of  one percent 
to continue providing revenue 
for maintenance and repair of  
city streets.

Early voting continues 
through Oct. 30 at the Cop-
peras Cove Civic Center, 1206 
W. Ave. B, Copperas Cove, and 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the Gatesville Civic Center, 
301 Veteran’s Memorial Drive, 
Gatesville.

Early voting is Oct. 13-16, Oct. 
19-23 and Oct. 26-30.

The time for Oct. 20 and Oct. 
27 is 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. All other 
days, it is 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Some Copperas Cove resi-
dents in the western part of  
the city will vote in Lampasas 
County.

In-person early voting for 
those residents is being con-
ducted at the Lampasas County 
Conference Room, 409 S. Pecan, 
Lampasas.

Dates and times are the same 
as Coryell County.


