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Heights mayoral candidates answer questions, talk policies
professor of biology
at the University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor; with a Bachelor
of Science and a
Master of Research
degree in the
Dubininkas discipline, I have
over five years of
formal training in research and
data analysis, which helps me
understand complex problems.
I would be using my leadership
and critical thinking skills to
not only lead the city council,
but also to help assess and address issues in our community.

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Nov. 3 municipal election
is approaching, with three candidates running for the Place 4
seat on the Harker Heights City
Council and two candidates
seeking the mayor’s post.
Last week, the Herald asked
the three council candidates
to share their views on their
leadership qualities, how they
view the city’s challenges and
insight into their vision for the
city’s growth.
This week, the Herald asked
the same questions of the two

mayoral candidates.
Here are their responses, by
alphabetical order of the candidates’ names.

QUESTION 1

If elected, what skills, talent
and experience would you bring to
the job?

Vitalis Dubininkas:

I am currently an adjunct

SCIENCE SNACK

Spencer Smith:

As a retired
Marine officer
and former Naval
Aviator I have the
skills to plan and
execute decisions
Smith
with confidence. I
know how to work
together with a team to accomplish defined goals. As a small
businessman I understand
the importance budgeting and
maintaining fiscal responsibility to achieve success. These attributes are necessary to providPLEASE SEE MAYOR, 5
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Library science program
combines math and food for
P3
tasty fun.

HIGH SEAS

Library’s Family Night
teaches kids to ‘Talk Like a
Pirate’ in online video. P3

SPOTLIGHT

PHOTOS BY CADE SMITH | HERALD

Members from Wind Therapy Riders and Project Overwatch came out to support Harker Heights Police in a rally Saturday.

Project Overwatch

Harker Heights High School
teacher likes helping other
P3
educators.

CHECKOUT

Rally in support of first responders comes to Heights
BY CADE SMITH
HARKER HEIGHTS HERALD

A group that supports police and
other first responders stopped outside
the Harker Heights police station and
others in the Killeen area Saturday in
a show of support for local cops.
About 50 to 100 members from Project Overwatch along with riders from
Wind Therapy Freedom Riders and
members of the community stopped
outside several police stations, including Killeen, Harker Heights and Copperas Cove.
Project Overwatch is a veteranbased organization that supports first
responders, said Haley Brown, marketing manager for the organization.
“We support firefighters and police
officers, and we want them to know
that they are not alone and there are
people that are here for them.” she

said.
Luis Rodriguez, Wind Therapy
Freedom Riders national president,
said his riders came to support the
local police.
“The goal is to have community
events and let the police officers know
that the community is behind them,”
he said “As much as the news carries
all of the bad stuff that is going on
and anti-police rhetoric we are out
here to let them know that the community does care and we love and support them.”
Rodriguez said the organization
goes out to police stations and shakes
their hands and give out their business cards.
“If the department has like a parade
or anything like that and they want
motorcycles for it, we come out,” he
PLEASE SEE RALLY, 5



Library unveils new app for
P3
borrowing books.

YOUR NEWS TEAM

Harker Heights Chief of Police Phil Gadd, left, talks with Wind
Therapy Freedom Riders national president Luis Rodriguez, who
came with his club and Project Overwatch in support of the
Harker Heights Police Department in a rally Saturday.

Council approves tax rate, unchanged from previous year
BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Harker Heights City
Council on Tuesday unanimously voted adopt a tax rate of
67.70 cents per $100 valuation for
the 2021 tax year. The city has
maintained this same tax rate for
the past 11 years.
The Fiscal Year 2020-2021
budget approved on Sept. 8

reflects this rate, as explained in
information provided by Finance
Director Ayesha Lealilee.
The General Fund, which is
the maintenance and operations
part of the budget, is 51.43 cents.
The Debt Service Fund, that covers the interest and sinking portion of the budget is 16.27 cents.
These make up the total tax rate
of 67.70 cents.
The tax rate generates revenue

of $10,143,100 in the General
Fund and $3,208,400 in the Debt
Service Fund for a total revenue
of $13,351,500.
Lealilee, said, “Although our
tax rate is staying the same, property taxes due are calculated as
“valuation of property times the
tax rate divided by $100, therefore, with an increase of property valuations in Harker Heights
of 7.9 percent, our property taxes

have increased.”
Howard Arey was the only resident to share comments prior to
the adoption of the tax rate.
According to Assistant City
Manager Jerry Bark, the City of
Harker Heights has been notified
that it will qualify for $1,789,370
from the Coronavirus Relief
Fund (CRF).
PLEASE SEE TAX RATE, 2

For Harker Heights area news,
contact Bob Massey
or Dave Miller
at dmiller@kdhnews.com
or 254-501-7543.
Like us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/HarkerHeightsHerald
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WE SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS

