
Copperas Cove ON THE CANVAS
Local residents paint for 
a cause at Camp Caylor
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ON THE FLOOR

CCISD holds fourth annual 

homecoming dance for excep-

tional needs students.  P5

ORDER UP!

Central Texas College opens 

Patio Café dinner series with 

French cuisine.  P2

HELPING OUT

Copperas Cove Scottish Rite 

presents donation to local 

nonprofi t.  P3

TAKING A TOUR

Cove High opens doors to 

parents and the public.  P3
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For Copperas Cove  area news, 

contact  Thaddeus Imerman 

at timerman@kdhnews.com 

or 254-501-7559 or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 

or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 

Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHeraldFort Hood garrison commander speaks to Cove Exchange Club

SHOWING SUPPORT

COURTESY PHOTOS

Participants in the fourth annual Suicide Prevention and Awareness Walk in 2020 lead the walk while carrying a fl ag of a butterfl y which symbolizes coming out of 

darkness into a new world of hope.

PLEASE SEE WALK, 2

Cove superintendent addresses masks and testing

PLEASE SEE MASKS, 2

PLEASE SEE CLUB, 2

Participant Pamela Grant writes the name of a loved one on a butterfl y to hang 

on the Tree of Hope at the fourth annual Suicide Prevention and Awareness 

Walk in 2020.

Copperas Cove ISD 

Superintendent Joe 

Burns addresses a 

parent’s concerns 

about a lack of a 

mask mandate in the 

school district and 

had urged the district 

to put the safety of 

students and staff at 

the top of its priori-

ties.
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Fi! h annual Teen Suicide Prevention Walk slated for Friday

THADDEUS IMERMAN

COPPERAS COVE HERALD

In response to Nicole Williams, a 
parent of  two in Copperas Cove ISD, 
at Tuesday’s school board meeting, 
district Superintendent Joe Burns 
said the district is “in the eye of  a 
perfect storm.”

Williams spoke Tuesday during 
the open forum portion to address 
her concerns about the rising num-
ber of  coronavirus cases and her 
desire to see a mask mandate in the 
school, despite Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
executive order that says school 

districts are not allowed to mandate 
them.

She also asked questions about 
testing and virtual learning.

“I think it’s something we need to 
pursue and really, really dive into 
and see where that takes us,” Wil-
liams said of  a mask mandate.

She mentioned that some other 
school districts in the state have 
defi ed Abbott’s order and imple-
mented mask mandates anyway.

“I just wish that we were taking 
into consideration the words of  the 

BY WENDY SLEDD
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“Take a minute, save a life” 
is the motto for suicide pre-
vention. The Copperas Cove 
High School DECA Chapter 
is schedued to host its annual 
suicide prevention walk, in 
partnership with the Miss Five 
Hills Scholarship Program, 
this evening, beginning at 7:30 
p.m. at Copperas Cove South 
Park, 2602 Dennis St.

CCHS DECA Offi cers Nick 
Hollingsworth and Grayson 
Avritt are co-hosting the event. 
Hollingsworth said the walk 
is needed now more than ever, 
due to the coronavirus pan-

demic and feelings of  isolation.
“Kids who feel like they are 

alone will stay at home from 
school and separate them-
selves. With our community 
joining together, we can help 
make sure everyone has some-
one to talk to in a time like 
this,” Hollingsworth said. “We 
are trying to promote inclusion 
as much as possible.”

Teens will share their per-
sonal testimonials at the event. 
Walkers will also learn about 
the impact of  suicide during 
several stops along the lighted 
walk route. Certifi ed counsel-
ors will be present to meet with 
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While speaking to members of  the 
Morning Exchange Club at Lil’ Tex 
Restaurant in Copperas Cove, Fort Hood 
Garrison Commander Col. Chad Foster 
said the installation is now in a position 
to partner in the community more than 
ever.

“Fort Hood, for the fi st time in about 20 

years, is going to have pretty much every-
body home,” he said. 

For the past two decades, a signifi cant 
number of  soldiers have deployed on 
rotations to Iraq, Afghanistan and other 
places across the globe.

Foster added that during the constant 
rotations of  deployments, cities such as 
Copperas Cove stood “next to, behind and 
arm-in-arm” with soldiers and families of  
Fort Hood. 

As part of  the Army’s Adopt-A-School 
program, the soldiers have reciprocated 
that to the schools in the area, including 
those in Copperas Cove.

Copperas Cove ISD Superintendent Joe 
Burns, who is also a member of  the Morn-
ing Exchange Club, told Foster during the 
meeting that he appreciates Fort Hood’s 
efforts in the Adopt-A-School program.


