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Harker Heights NOW SERVING
Lady Knights to face 
Cove in district match
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SCHOOL SHOP

Vision XXI class sets up 
Smart Marts at multiple area 
elementary school.  P2

SWEARING IN

Police Department welcomes 
three new o!  cers into its 
ranks.  P7

CRAFTING FUN

Adults make vision boards at 
recent Harker Heights Public 
Library program.  P5

COMING UP

Nolanville prepares for 
annual events.  P5
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For Harker Heights  area news, 
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or 254-501-7543.
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Heights library’s Science Club focuses on optical illusions
Jameson 
Gawron, 5, just 
fi nished his 
thaumatrope, 
an old-fash-
ioned optical 
illusion made 
of two different 
pictures that 
blend into one 
picture when 
set in rapid mo-
tion. Jameson 
was taking part 
in Science Club 
at the Harker 
Heights library 
on Wednesday 
a! ernoon. 

City Council holds second public hearing on fi scal year budget

Buckley gives legislative update at Chamber luncheon

Don’t trust your eyes
PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE GRISSOM | HERALD

Several of the children at Science Club on Wednesday a! ernoon discuss the thaumatropes they have made as part of their lesson on optical illusions, while 
children’s librarian Amanda Hairston attaches the printed disks to the spinning mechanisms (in this case, straws). Thaumatropes are early illusion toys that are 
made of two pictures that blend into one when set into rapid motion. Science Club is held every week at the Harker Heights library. 

PLEASE SEE UPDATE, 3

PLEASE SEE ILLUSION, 3

BOB MASSEY | HERALD

State Rep. Brad Buckley speaks Aug. 30.

PLEASE SEE BUDGET, 2

BY STEPHANIE RATTS GRISSOM
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

It may only be the second 
week that Science Club has 
been held at the Harker 
Heights Public Library, but the 
children who attend the after-
school program already know 
to expect great things from the 
half-hour-long program.

This week’s topic was optical 
illusions, something that the 
11 children in attendance on 
Wednesday afternoon may 
have heard of, but still had 
much to learn about.  

Children’s librarian Amanda 
Hairston, who leads the 
program each week, said by 
way of  introduction, “Our eye 

deciphers what we see and our 
brain interprets what we see.

“Optical illusions use color, 
light, and patterns to create 
images that can be misleading 
to our brain,” Hairston contin-
ued.  “We’re trying to trick our 
brain.”

Hairston passed around 
several cards with examples of  
illusions for the children to see 
and experience for themselves.  
One of  the cards was of  Titch-
ener circles — designed to test 
size perception.

The illusion shows two sets 
of  circles side by side (the set 
on the left has a central circle 
surrounded by smaller circles, 

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

District 54 state Rep. Brad 
Buckley was the featured 
speaker at a luncheon meeting 
Aug. 30, sponsored by the Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee 
of  the Harker Heights Chamber 
of  Commerce.   

During the 86th Legislative 
Session, Buckley was assigned 
to the Appropriations Commit-
tee, the Agriculture Livestock 
Committee and the Local and 
Consent Calendars Committee.  

Buckley and several other 

lawmakers were tasked with 
writing the state’s budget. It is 
House Bill 1 and the only one 
that has to pass. Everything 
else can be left on the table, 
Buckley noted.

The two-year budget is $257 
billion. The state’s budget is a 
balanced budget. After account-
ing for $5 billion in property tax 
relief, the budget stays under 
the rate of  population plus in-
fl ation and stays under all four 
constitutional spending limits, 
according to Buckley.  

Some of  the thousands of  
results that came out of  House 

Bill 1 affected Bell County 
directly, he noted.

Over $13 million was ap-
proved in additional funding 
for cities and counties dispro-
portionately impacted by the 
100 percent disabled veteran ad 
valorem tax exemption.   

The funding is being distrib-
uted among cities that directly 
border a military installation. 
Killeen qualifi es under that 
stipulation, but Harker Heights 
does not.

House Bill 634, a measure 

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Alberta Barrett, Harker Heights fi nance 
director, led the City Council through 
another public hearing and discussion of  
the fi scal year budget and fee schedule for 
2019-2020 at a council workshop Tuesday.

Barrett reported that the required news-
paper ads had been run announcing the 

adoption of  the budget, which will take 
place during the Sept. 10 meeting at 5 p.m.

The general fund will generate 
$21,611,200 in revenue with expenditures 
of  $21,630,700 using $19,500 from fund bal-
ance. 

Barrett said, “We take out our reserve 
requirement of  $5.4 million. That leaves 
us $5.6 million unrestricted that is based 
on the current (property tax) rate of  67.70 

cents per $100 valuation.”
Utility funds have revenue valued at 

$10,262,500 and expenditures of  $10,258,700.  
“That does include a three percent rate 

increase which is included in the fee 
schedule,” Barrett said. 

Sanitation has revenues budgeted at 
$2,337,500 and expenses of  $2,393,200. 


