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Five Hills royalty aim to help 
veterans through cornhole 
fundraiser.  P5
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S. C. Lee Cougarettes dance 
away with awards at summer 
camp.  P5
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Copperas Cove ISD fi ! h 
graders teach technology to 
faculty.  P3
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Former custodian aims to 
become teacher.  P3
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For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  Thaddeus Imerman 

at timerman@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7559 or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald

Cove ISD using COVID relief funds to enhance student learning, safety

Copperas Cove city council adopts Fiscal Year 21-22 budget

TAKING ORDERS
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Silvia Spires, president and CEO of the Copperas Cove Chamber and Visitors Bureau, le! , presents the fi rst dollar to Unique Taste co-owner Edson “Flex” Florexil on 
Wednesday a! ernoon. The Haitian restaurant opened recently.

PLEASE SEE HAITIAN, 2

Haitian native opens restaurant in Copperas Cove

PLEASE SEE FUNDS, 2

PLEASE SEE BUDGET, 2

Unique Taste, a Haitian restaurant, recently opened in Copperas Cove on 
Georgetown Road. It celebrated with a ribbon cutting on Wednesday a! ernoon.

The new water bottle 
fi lling station at Mae 
Stevens Early Learn-
ing Academy is used 
by a student fi ll her 
water cup. Traditional 
water fountains have 
been replaced on all 
CCISD campuses and 
in departments with 
water bottle fi lling 
stations.
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A restaurant bringing a 
blend of  fl avors inspired by 
African countries, France and 
Spain has opened in Copperas 
Cove, and the owners celebrat-
ed with a ribbon cutting on 
Wednesday afternoon, signify-
ing their offi cial membership 
in the Copperas Cove Cham-
ber and Visitors Bureau.

Unique Taste, a Haitian 
restaurant, opened offi cially 
last Saturday, according to 
one of  the owners, Edson 
“Flex” Florexil. He opened the 
restaurant with his business 

partner, Nagusta Marshall.
Silvia Spires, president and 

CEO of  the Copperas Cove 
Chamber and Visitors Bureau, 
said it is the fi rst Haitian res-
taurant in Copperas Cove.

“We’re just hoping we can 
give Copperas Cove a taste of  
what we have,” said Florexil, 
who is from Haiti.

Florexil, 44, has lived in the 
U.S. for about 25 years, eight 
of  which have been in Cop-
peras Cove, and he has had the 
dream of  opening a Haitian 
restaurant since 2001.

Serving in the U.S. Army 

BY THADDEUS IMERMAN
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The budget, property tax rate and long-
range plans for the city of  Copperas Cove 
are set. The Copperas Cove City Council 
adopted the budget for Fiscal Year 2021-
2022 on Tuesday evening.

Overall, the budget calls for around $42.8 
million in expenditures on the operating 
budget, countered with about $39.3 million 

in revenues.
The city of  Copperas Cove has fi ve main 

funds — general, water and sewer, solid 
waste, golf  course and other, which encom-
passes several smaller funds.

Though four of  the fi ve funds have pro-
jected defi cits, they are expected to have 
fi nal fund balances above the ideal fund 
balance, which represents three months of  
operating expenses.

Factoring in the capital project funds, 

which are one-time purchases, the budget 
shows around $49.4 million in expendi-
tures and an estimated $45.9 million in 
revenues.

TAX RATE
Council members adopted a property 

tax rate of  76.0068 cents per $100 valuation, 
more than 2.5 cents down from the current 
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You will no longer fi nd 
traditional water fountains in 
Copperas Cove ISD schools or 
departments. Thanks to fund-
ing from the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency 
Relief  Fund to address the 
ongoing impact of  the COVID-
19 pandemic, water fountains 
across the district have been 
replaced with water bottle 
fi lling stations so students and 
staff  are not drinking after one 
another.

The fi lling stations are just 
one of  many strategies the dis-
trict is using to keep students 
safe and combat learning loss 
caused by the pandemic. CCISD 
also offered more than a dozen 
summer camps covering all of  
the core subjects as well as a 
socio-emotional camp and ESL 
camp, all funded with ESSER 
grants.

Recommendations from 
parents and taxpayers in Cop-
peras Cove are directing much 
of  how the three ESSER grants 


