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Long lines, computer problems plague fi rst days of early voting

Council considers COVID-19 relief fund for water payment assistance

Waiting to be heard
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The crowd of people on the fi rst day of early voting in Harker Heights moving toward the ultimate location of the Recreation Center. 

PLEASE SEE VOTING, 2

Council rejects zoning request a! er large crowd opposes change

A line of dueling campaign signs covers the landscape around 
the Parks & Recreation Center in Harker Heights.

PLEASE SEE WATER, 2

PLEASE SEE ZONING, 2
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BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Nearly three dozen Harker 
Heights residents attended 
Tuesday’s Harker Heights 
City Council to oppose a zon-
ing change for a property on 
Knights Way, east of  2410 Com-
munity Park.

Raymond Hamden of  Rah-
ham, LLC, made an appeal to 
the council to grant his request 
to change a residential zoning 
designation to a local business 
zoning designation for prop-
erty described as Fawn Valley 
located at 1702 E. Knights Way.

The property consists of  

about three acres 
of  land, and a zon-
ing change would 
allow Hamden 
to develop the 
property as a com-
mercial venture at 
a later date.

According to 
Planning and Development 
Director Joseph Molis, the 
property is located within the 
Knights Way Overlay Devel-
opment District that acts to 
enforce specifi c design stan-
dards that would improve the 
appearance of  the area as well 
as alleviate potential confl icts 
with neighboring residential 

properties.  “Any proposed 
commercial development 
would have to conform to those 
standards,” Molis said.

  Before the proposal went 
before the council, it went 
through the process of  a public 
hearing before the Planning 
and Zoning Commission, 
which voted 6-0 to recommend 
approval of  the change with an 
added condition that an eight-
foot masonry wall be construct-
ed along Marble Trail.

 It is standard procedure for 
the city to send out notices 
about proposed zoning changes 
within a 400-foot notifi cation 
area.

In this case, 33 were sent to 
property owners.  A total of  
36 responses were received in 
opposition of  the request. Sev-
enteen responses against the 
zoning change were received 
from outside the 400-foot area.  
No responses were received in 
favor of  the change.

  Molis said, “Consider-
ing the Planning and Zoning 
Commission’s recommenda-
tion of  approval with the 
additional requirement of  an 
eight-foot masonry screening 
wall, accompanied by the input 
received from the public and 

Molis
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The Harker Heights City 
Council this week considered 
approving authorization of  a 
coronavirus relief  fund water 
payment assistance grant 
program.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief  
and Economic Security Act 
established the Coronavirus 

Relief  Fund to 
make payments 
to states and local 
governments for 
specifi ed uses. 

  The fund 
amount allotted 
to the City of  
Harker Heights is 

$1,789,370.  The 20 percent ini-
tial drawdown of  $357,874 was 
received Sept. 18 and leaves 

$1,431,496 remaining to spend. 
The staff  has developed a 

funding proposal for a Water 
Payment Assistance Grant 
Program for $75,000 of  the 
remaining allocation.  

As of  Oct. 5, there were past 
due bill amounts totalling 
about $71,800 in residential 
accounts and $2,300 in com-
mercial accounts.  

Finance Director Aye-

sha Lealilee said, “We can’t 
determine at this time which 
of  these may or may not be 
due to the economic hard-
ships caused by the pandemic; 
however, we also did not want 
to underfund the grant pro-
gram,” she said.

“In the event that some 
water account holders cannot 

Lealilee
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Long lines have been the rule 
during the fi rst three days of  early 
voting at the Harker Heights Parks & 
Recreation Center.

Computer problems, COVID-re-
lated precautions and an unusually 
long ballot for the Nov. 3 election 
have resulted in large crowds of  vot-
ers since the polls fi rst opened at 8 
a.m. Tuesday.

John and Maria Idoux, of  Belton, 
waited in line at the polling station 
in Harker Heights for four hours 
on Wednesday to take advantage of  
early voting.

“They had a couple of  machines 
down,” Maria Idoux said just before 
noon, when she and her husband 

were still in line outside the Harker 
Heights Recreation Center at 307 
Millers Crossing. “One is up now, so 
it should go faster.”

Harker Heights City Council 
candidate Jeff  Harris said that two 
data entry computers at the polling 
site had gone out, which had caused 
some delays, but by 11:45 they were 
up and running and people were vot-
ing again.

At least 200 people were still in line 
shortly before noon.

“The citizens have really taken it 
well, practicing social distancing,” 
Harris said, adding that he was at 
the Harker Heights polling location 
all day Tuesday, assisting voters, 
including those who are disabled. 
“They’ve been patient.”


