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Harker Heights MAGIC MILK
Science Time experiment 
produces color explosion
 P3
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Area residents hike their way into the new year

Bell business restrictions enacted amid COVID uptick; Heights nears 1,000 cases

TO THE SUMMIT

COURTESY | ADAM TRUJILLO

Hikers pose for a photo at the top of Dana Peak by Stillhouse Hollow Lake in Harker Heights. The group hiked to the top on Jan. 2, 2021. From le!  are Nicole Douglas, 
Sarah Trujillo, Abigail Pace, Michelle Pace and Olivia Pace.

PLEASE SEE HIKE, 2

Filing period for May 1 election to open next week

THADDEUS IMERMAN | HERALD

Hikers pose for a photo at a trail head Saturday at Dana Peak Park in Harker 
Heights. From le!  are Nicole Douglas, Adam Trujillo, Sarah Trujillo, Abigail Pace, 
Michelle Pace and Olivia Pace.

PLEASE SEE COVID, 2
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Filing will begin next week 
for two places on the Harker 
Heights City Council, which will 
be up for election in May. 

The city will hold a general 
election on May 1 to fi ll Place 2 
and 5 on the City Council.

Incumbent Mayor Pro Tem 
Michael Blomquist currently 
holds Place 2. Jody Nicholas is 
the council member in Place 5.  

According to City Secretary 
Julie Helsham, fi ling for a place 
on the ballot begins on Wednes-

day, Jan. 13, and ends on Friday, 
Feb. 12.

Filing packets are available at 
the City Secretary’s offi ce. 

Helsham told the Herald 
Wednesday that Blomquist had 
picked up a fi ling packet from 
her offi ce.  

Having served two consecutive 
three-year terms, Nicholas is not 
eligible to run for re-election, as 
stated in the City Charter.  

Early voting by personal 
appearance will be held at the 
Harker Heights City Hall, 305 
Miller’s Crossing from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., on April 19, 20, 21, 23, and 
27th.

Election Day voting on May 
1 will be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the City of  Harker Heights Rec-
reation Center Multi-Purpose 
Room.

Lynda Nash, who won a 
runoff  election against Terry 

Delano on Dec. 19, will be sworn 
into the Place 4 seat on the coun-
cil on Tuesday.

Blomquist Nicholas

BY THADDEUS IMERMAN
HARKER HEIGHTS HERALD

A group of  six hikers 
reached the top of  Dana Peak 
in Harker Heights last Satur-
day, marking an active way of  
rolling in the new year.

Activities Center Specialist 
Adam Trujillo led the group of  
hikers on the day where there 
was not a cloud in sight and 
temperatures hovered around 
50 degrees.

The same could not be said 
for the previous two days.

“I was watching it,” Trujillo 
said of  the weather forecast 
that day. “... I was not sure 
what was going to happen. I 

will hike in pretty much all 
weather, as long as it’s not 
lightning.”

Trujillo said they lucked 
out with the weather, since he 
would have canceled the hike, 
which is part of  the Harker 
Heights Parks and Recre-
ation’s, GO Heights Program, 
if  it had rained.

“GO Heights (is) ‘Get Out-
doors,’” Trujillo said. “... Just 
get people outdoors in a safe 
environment and get them 
new hobbies and meeting new 
friends.”

The group at the park took 
precautions by wearing masks, 

HERALD STAFF REPORT

As Harker Heights nears 1,000 cumula-
tive cases of  COVID-19, some area busi-
nesses — including restaurants, retails 
stores and gyms — are being directed to 
reduce capacities to 50 percent due to a 
“high hospitalization” designation, Bell 
County Judge David Blackburn said this 
week.

On Tuesday, Blackburn received a letter 
from Dr. John Hellerstedt, Commissioner 
of  the Texas Department of  State Health 
Services, confi rming that Trauma Service 
Area L — of  which Bell is one of  six coun-
ties — is now considered to be “a high 
hospitalization area.”

As defi ned by Gov. Abbott’s execu-
tive order, a high hospitalization, is any 
trauma service area that has had seven 

consecutive days in which the number 
of  COVID-19 patients, as a percentage of  
total hospital capacity, exceeds 15 percent, 
Blackburn said.

During a Wednesday news conference, 
Blackburn said, “There are certain excep-
tions to (reductions) … but these business-
es that are impacted by the reduction from 

Classifi ed   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6
Community .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Crossword .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4
Pets of the Week  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
Spotlight   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Community Voices  .  .  .  .  . 3


