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Harker Heights GETTING READY
Knights prepare for 
upcoming football season
 P4
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W E S U P P O R T O U R S O LD I E R S

INDOOR FUN

Children take part in the 
Great Indoor Escapade at 
Harker Heights library.  P5

TASTY TREATS

Joint Dunkin’/Baskin Robbins 
opens its doors in Harker 
Heights.  P5

TRAVELLING

Local children practice 
basketball skills at ASYMCA 
camp in Heights.  P3

LITTLE ANGELS

Organization hosts event for 
children in need.  P5

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Harker Heights  area news, 
contact  Artie Phillips 

at artie@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7565 
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/HarkerHeightsHerald

Heights library and First National Bank bring back popular game
William 
Bralley, age 
10, plays 
everyone’s 
favorite 
game, 
Plinko, dur-
ing the Li-
brary Game 
Show on 
Wednesday 
morning.  
This year’s 
game show 
was “Is 
the Price 
Right?” 
which was 
based on 
“The Price is 
Right.” 

Resident concerned with fi nancial risk of city taking over park

Harker Heights fi rst Texas city to receive City of the Year award 

Can’t put a price on fun
PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE GRISSOM | HERALD

Nyeli Trevino, 8, spins the “Wheel of Savings” for a chance at the big prize package as William Bralley, 10, waits his turn and Samantha Ricciardi of First National 
Bank Texas hopes for the best.  Also pictured is library volunteer Victoria Leffers. The event taught participants about budgeting and saving in a fun environment.

PLEASE SEE AWARD, 2

PLEASE SEE GAME, 3

BY STEPHANIE RATTS GRISSOM
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

For the fi fth year in a row, the 
Harker Heights Public Library and 
the First National Bank Texas have 
partnered to bring Library Game 
Show to area children.  The program 
is a fun way to teach kids about bud-
geting and saving their money.

Amanda Sequeira, director of  
community engagement for First 
National Bank, said, “We’ve been 
partnering with the library for a 
number of  years now … We’ve been 
a great team.”

Library director Lisa Youngblood 
said that though the partnership 
goes back further than fi ve years, the 
program initially was more a story 
time than a game show program.  

Sequeira said the trick was to fi nd 

a way to make talking about money 
fun.  “How can we do fi nancial edu-
cation in a way that connects with 
kids on a creative level?” she asked.  
Library Game Show was born.

Youngblood said that over the 
years, there have been versions of  
“Family Feud,” “Wheel of  Fortune,” 
and last year’s Library Game Show 
was based on the Nickelodeon Chan-
nel’s “Double-Dare.”  This year’s 
edition was, “Is the Price Right,” 
based on “The Price is Right,” and 
the audience loved it.

“This is the one parents love,” 
Youngblood said.  

Kids love it, too; almost 150 people 
attended the fi rst showing, with 
double that amount expected to at-
tend the second show.

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Bell County Society of  
40 Men and 8 Horses (40/8) Lo-
cal 1031 presented its “City of  
the Year” Award to the mayor, 
city council and city manager 
of  the City of  Harker Heights 
during a special ceremony at 
Tuesday’s regular City Council 
meeting.

According to Ronnie Wheeler 
of  Killeen, a past Forty and 
Eight Society national vice 
commander and three-time 
state commander, Harker 

Heights is the fi rst city in Texas 
to receive this award from the 
organization.

Representing the 40/8 from 
Austin was David J. Knutson, 
grand director of  special 
awards, and John Rodgers.

Harker Heights will receive 
the same honor at the society’s 
national convention, which is 
being held during September 
in Myrtle Beach, South Caro-
lina. In November, the city will 
receive the Texas “City of  the 
Year” award.
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Heights 
Mayor Spencer 
Smith looks 
on as Ronnie 
Wheeler of 
Killeen reads a 
plaque given to 
Harker Heights 
as the fi rst city 
in Texas to re-
ceive “The City 
of the Year” 
award from the 
Forty Men and 
Eight Horses 
Society.

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

  A Harker Heights resident expressed 
concern during Tuesday’s City Council 
meeting about the city taking over the 
operation of  Dana Peak Park.

“Why take the fi nancial risk of  taking 
over the park when we already get all the 
benefi ts of  it at no cost to us?” Howard 

“Scot” Arey asked council members.
Arey added that the city’s municipal 

budget shows expenses of  $190,300 for the 
purchase of  vehicles, equipment and estab-
lish funds for Dana Peak Park.  

“I implore that you reexamine the tax 
rate that you’re about to vote on and that 
you collect the least taxes necessary to only 
fund the core functions of  government,” he 
said. 

The council subsequently considered the 
ad valorem tax rate, recorded the vote and 
scheduled public hearings on the issue.   

According to Finance Alberta Barrett, 
the proposed tax rate for the fi scal year 
2019-2020 budget is 67.7 cents per $100 valua-
tion, or the same rate as the last fi scal year.

Barrett said that the city has maintained 
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