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Harker Heights IT’S GAME TIME
Knights ready to kick off 
season vs Round Rock
 P4
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ZOOLOGY SONG

Kids learn animal facts from 
Singing Zoologist at Harker 
Heights Public Library.  P2

SUMMER’S END

Nolanville says goodbye to 
season with second annual 
Splash Bash event.  P5

HOMESCHOOL

Harker Heights Public Library 
club makes a comeback as 
school year starts.  P5

NEW LOCATION

Eco Blue gets change of 
scenery with new store.  P7
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For Harker Heights  area news, 
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Pool Paw-ty offers area pooches chance to cool down
Blue, back, 
and Mierma 
swim to-
gether with 
a toy at the 
third annual 
Pool Paw-ty 
at Carl Levin 
Park Pool 
in Harker 
Heights on 
Sunday.

Heights council discusses budget, holds fi rst public hearing

Cornerstone Baptist hosts ribbon cutting, open house at new location

Dog days of summer
PHOTOS BY ARTIE PHILLIPS | HERALD

More than 40 dogs and at least 50 people were at the third annual Pool Paw-ty at Carl Levin Park Pool in Harker Heights on Sunday.

PLEASE SEE CHURCH, 3

PLEASE SEE PAWTY, 3

Prior to the 
ribbon cutting, 
church member 
Sheryl Austin led 
the congregation 
in “I Just Want to 
Praise You.” 

BOB MASSEY | HERALD

PLEASE SEE BUDGET, 3
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Harker Heights let the dogs 
out Sunday for the third an-
nual end-of-season Pool Paw-ty, 
which saw area families bring-
ing their furry friends to the 
Carl Levin Park Pool.

Adults and children alike 
used the event as a fun way to 
cool down with their family 
pets.

“This is such an awesome 
event,” said Aida Rivera, 
who was at the pool with her 
husband and their dog, Vixey. 
“This is great for the fur babies, 
too, not just the children.”

Pet owners at the event were 
excited to be able to give the 

dogs a playdate where they 
could cool off  from the summer 
heat.

“I think it is great that the 
city offers something like this,” 
said Maizie Bird, who was 
attending the Pool Paw-ty with 
her 1½-year-old miniature pin-
scher, Mouse. “It gives the com-
munity an opportunity to come 
together with their dogs, and it 
lets the dogs have fun, too.”

And come together the com-
munity did. The event was 
scheduled to run from 5 to 7 
p.m., and nearly 50 people and 
more than 40 dogs had shown 
up for the swim by 5:30 p.m.

“We have always had a pretty 

BY BOB MASSEY
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The Harker Heights City Council held its 
fi rst public hearing on the proposed 2019-
2020 budget at their meeting on Tuesday.

Finance Director Alberta Barrett began 
by sharing some highlights and then over-
all totals.

According to Barrett, one of  the ma-
jor operating funds is the general fund. 
Proposed revenues are $21,611,200 and 
expenditures are $21,630,700.  The city will 
use $19,500 of  its $11 million fund balance 
to make up the difference. 

“We will maintain our current tax rate 
at  67.70 cents per $100 valuation,”  Barrett 
said.

The utility fund revenues are pro-
posed at $10,262,500 and expenditures at 
$10,258,700 leaving a fund balance of  a 
little over $3.3 million.  

There will be a 3 percent increase for 
water and sewer charges to utility custom-
ers during the coming fi scal year.
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More than 250 people turned 
out Saturday for the open house 
and ribbon cutting at the new 
Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
located at 484 Farm-to-Market 
3219 in Harker Heights.  

 After opening remarks, 
prayer, and a scripture reading, 
Sheryl Austin led the congrega-
tion in the song “I Just Want to 
Praise You.”

Participating in the ribbon 
cutting were Pastor Dr. Ed 
Wagner and his wife, Veronica, 

plus the charter members of  
Cornerstone Baptist Church 
that included Lloyd and Brenda 
Coley, Gene and Sheila Curtis, 
Luther and Edith Benjamin and 
Willie Gregory.

 Wagner said, “These charter 
members were with us when 
the church met together in April 
of  1995 and have been here ever 
since.”

 Among the special guests to 
be included in the ribbon cutting 
ceremony was Carolyn Thomp-
son, 23, of  Arlington, who was 


