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Don’t let allergies get in the way of enjoying family.
Ellis Air Systems can help.

Rheem Lennox Carrier American Standard Amana

Get a Platinum PCO installed
and say 3000(\0\[6 to odors,
germs, mold & allergens!

Give us a call to start
the year off fveshl

(254) 526-5410
3513 Florence Rd., Killeen o
info@ellissairsystems.com 7 ﬁ»‘

www.ellisairsystems.com L ‘
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301 W Hwy 190
Copperas Cove, Texas
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Many people are excited by the pros-
pect of infroducing a new pet into their
homes. In the midst of such excitement,
it can be easy to overlook the potential
feelings existing pets may have about
sharing their homes with new animals.
Unfortunately, pets don’t get to know
one another with a handshake and a
“hello.” In addition, pet owners cannot
force companion animals to like one
another. What they can do is make

2B
Pt

Voted Best Pet Groomer
) by/Reader’s Choice
g‘ﬁ'aars in a row

w.mobidogsya.c
1402 N. Main St. Belton, TX

254-939-6624

the introduction process as positive as
possible. According to Healthy Paws
Pet Insurance, 42 percent of American
households are multiple-pet families,
so peaceful cohabitation is possible.
Whether the introduction involves ani-
mals of the same species or a hopeful
friendship between cat and dog, follow
these tips to increase the chances for a
successful first meeting.

EMPLOY SENSE OF SMELL

Some dogs and cats will “posture”
if they make eye contact with a new
animal, according to PetMD. Submissive
or dominant responses can cause stress
to the animals and may create a negative
first meeting. Sometimes it's best if pets
meet through scent instead of sight. Sep-
arate the pets in different rooms or cag-
es, allowing them to grow accustomed
to the smell of the other animal before
actually meeting it. Exchange blankets
with each pets’ scent between the cages.

CONTAIN AND RELEASE
Let the new pet roam the
house for a little while
before containing
it to a room or
cage. This allows
the animal to
start leaving its
scent around the
house. Follow the
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same technique with the other pet. The
animals will grow a deeper bond through
scent articles and grow accustomed to the
sounds and smells of each other.

INTRODUCE DOGS OR CATS
ON NEUTRAL TERRITORY

Existing pets may feel the need to
defend their territory or protect their
owners if they meet a new animal inside
of the house. When the time comes for a
face-to-face meeting, introduce the two
animals outside of the home in a neutral
areaq, such as in a neighbor’s yard or in
a park, offers The Humane Society of
America. Reward positive behavior during
this initial encounter with treats.

HAVE NEW TOYS
AND ITEMS AVAILABLE

Dogs and cats can both be territorial.
Even if they accept the new animal, they
may not want to share their toys, food
bowls or other baubles. Make sure there
are items for both of the pets so there will
be no bickering or actual fights.

The introduction process is not some-
thing pet owners should rush. Such a pro-
cess can take a few days, weeks or even
longer. Pet owners who remain patient
and encouraging may find that their pets
ultimately learn to live together peacefully.

January, 2019
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s
AS SEEN ON

Board and Train - Day Training -
Group Classes - Private Lessons -
American Kennel Club S.T.A.R. Puppy
Classes * Behavior Management

w ANY AGE ACCEPTED! <=

Mention Pet Care Guide
to get 9% OFF
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www.CentralTexas.SitMeansSit.com

0

Pet Care Guide



UNDERSTANDING
~HEARTWORM

Conscientious pet owners understand
they must be on the lookout for a host
of issues that can affect the health and
well-being of their pets. One such issue is
heartworm.

WHAT IS HEARTWORM?

The American Heartworm Society
notes that heartworm is a disease
caused by foot-long worms that live in
the heart, lungs and associated blood
vessels of affected pets. Known as
heartworms, these worms can cause
severe lung disease, heart failure and
organ damage. Some instances of
heartworm may even prove fatal.

WHO GETS HEARTWORM?

Heartworm disease affects dogs, cats
and ferrets. Heartworms also live in
wolves, coyotes, foxes, and sea lions.
And while such instances are rare,
heartworms have even been found in
humans.

14
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HOW IS HEARTWORM
TRANSMITTED AMONG PETS?
Mosquitoes transmit many diseases,
and they even play a role in the trans-
mission of heartworm. The AHS notes

that adult female heartworms living in
infected dogs, foxes, coyotes, or wolves
produce microfilaria, which are micro-
scopic baby worms that circulate in the
animals’ bloodstreams. When mosqui-
toes feed on the blood of these infect-
ed animals, they pick up microfilaria.
Within 10 to 14 days, these microfilar-
ia mature and develop into infective
stage larvae. When mosquitoes then
bite another animal, these larvae are
deposited onto the surface of the skin
of those animals, ultimately entering
their new hosts through the wound
created by the mosquito’s bite. The
larvae then spend the next six months
maturing into adult heartworms.
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HOW LONG DO
HEARTWORMS LIVE?

Upon reaching maturity, heatworms
can live for five to seven years in dogs
and for two to three years in cats.
According to Peteducation.com, heart-
worm in ferrets can be rapidly progres-
sive and fatal.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS
OF HEARTWORM?

Heartworm symptoms can vary
depending on the type of animal
that is infected. Dogs infected with
heartworm may exhibit few or no
symptoms in the early stages
of the disease, only
gradually exhibiting
symptoms as the
infection persists.

Such symptoms

include mild per-

sistent cough, re-

luctance to exercise,
fatigue after moder-

ate activity, decreased
appetite, and weight loss.
As heartworm progresses, dogs infected
with the disease may develop swol-
len bellies due to excess fluid in their
abdomens. Dogs infected with large
numbers of heartworms may develop
sudden blockages in their heart, which
can lead to cardiovascular collapse,
threatening the dog'’s life.
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Cats may exhibit subtle or dramatic
symptoms of heartworm. Coughing,
asthma-like attacks, periodic vomiting,
loss of appetite, and weight loss are
some of the more subtle symptoms of
heartworm in cats. But some cats may
struggle to walk, experience fainting
spells or have seizures as a result of
heartworm. The AHS notes that the first
sign of heartworm in cats is sometimes
sudden collapse or sud-
den death.

Ferrets with heart-
worms may seem tired
all the time and exhibit
shortness of breath even
after just a few minutes
of activity. Ferrets may
also experience fluid
buildup in their abdo-
mens due to heart failure
and blocked blood
vessels.

CAN PET OWNERS
PROTECT THEIR PETS
FROM HEARTWORM?

The AHA recommends that pet owners
get their pets tested for heartworm every
12 months. In addition, the AHS advises
pet owners to give their pet heartworm
preventive 12 months a year.

More information about heartworm is
available at www.heartwormsociety.org.
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..To prowde the very best medical
and surgical care possibleina
warm, loving, caring and
friendly manner that treats the
pets as if they were our own and

the owners as our friends

<

Small Animals & Exotic Pets - Medical & Surgery - Radiology - Ultra
Sound Video Imaging - Professional Grooming - Boarding
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hank you Central Texas for Voting Us #1 Veterinarian for 16 Years!

GARY L. GOSNEY, DVM « STEPHANIE F. CABRAL, DVM - LISE R. REEVE, DVM

& v

254- 773 1411

Temple Veterinary Hospital - 2055 Scott Blvd, Temple, TX 76504
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Give these dogs & cats

Local Pet Adoptions a loving forever home!

Contact the shelter for pet availability.

Killeen Animal Control Shelter | 3118 Commerce Dr e (254) 526-4455

8l

Harley Lola Chief

Ml

Labrador Retriever, Spcyed Female Black and White, Female Chinese Sharpei Mix, Male
2 Years 5 Months Old 3 Years Old 2 Years 2 Months Old

Copperas Cove Animal Control | 1601 N 1st St * (254) 547-5584
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© Charlie Black Milo

) Hound Mix, Neutered Male Spayed Female Lab Mix, Neutered Male

5+ Years Old 15 Years Old 5-6 Years Old

Hurker HelghIs Animal Control | 403 Indian Trail * (254) 953-5472
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= eus Applejack Shimmer
ag Pitbull Mix, Neutered Male Black and White, Spayed Female  Black and White, Spayed Female
1 Year Old 6 Months Old 2 Years Old

Look for the Pet Adoption Page every Saturday in the Killeen Daily Herald.

We appreciate your business
and are looking forward to
serving the community in 2019.

www.aztecpethospital.com
104 W. FM 2410
Harker Heights, TX 76548

(254) 699-6725
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The arrival of cooler temperatures

sparks various changes. Chilly air and
precipitation can be dangerous, espe- SCHEDULE A WELL VISIT

cially to pets that are unaccustomed to The American Veterinary Medical As-

extreme changes in temperature. sociation suggests scheduling a visit with
Pet owners may be well aware of the a veterinarian to check for any medical

hazards of warm weather, including the issues. Cold weather can aggravate

threat of leaving pets in hot cars. But cold  symptoms of certain conditions, such as
weather also has its share of risks. Heed  arthritis. A thorough examination can
these tips to keep pets safe and secure. shed light on potential problems.

SHANGR/ - PAW ~

254-554-PAWS(7297)

104 E. VETERANS MEMORIAL BLD, HARKER HEIGHTS, 76548
3"' Daycare/Boarding
q- Dog Washing/Grooming
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KEEP HOMES HUMIDIFIED

Going in and out of the house and
moving from cold air to dry indoor heat
can affect pets’ skin. ltching and flaking
may result, causing pets to scratch at
such areas. Maintain humidity in the
home for comfort. The ASPCA also
says to reduce bathing to help preserve
essential oils on the skin.

PROTECT PAWS OUTDOORS

Pet paws are sensitive to sand, ice,
snow, and chemical ice melts. Massage
petroleum jelly or another protectant
onto paw pads, or consider the use of
pet booties.

KEEP PETS INDOORS
MORE OFTEN

Pets should not remain outdoors for
long stretches of time in frigid tempera-
tures, even if they are accustomed to
roaming during other seasons, advises
The Humane Society of the United States.

PROVIDE OPTIONS
FOR SLEEPING

Come the winter, cats and dogs may
need new sleep spaces to avoid drafts
and stay warm. Give them other spots
they can call their own.

January, 2019
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CONSIDER A SWEATER OR VEST
Some pets are more tolerant to the
cold than others. However, some dogs

and cats may benefit from a sweater,
vest or coat designed for pets to offer a
little more insulation.

UPDATE IDENTIFICATION &
CONTACT INFORMATION

Snow and ice can mask scent cues
that help pets find their way home. Up-
date contact information and make sure
pets’ collars are on tightly.

e

KEEP COOLANT & ANTIFREEZE
LOCKED AWAY

Coolant and antifreeze are lethal
to dogs and cats and should be kept
out of reach. Clean up any spills from
vehicles promptly.

PROVIDE FRESH FOOD & WATER
Pets may burn more calories trying
to stay warm. Be sure the animal has a
little extra food and plenty of water to

stay sated and hydrated.

Winter weather requires pets owners
to make changes so pets can remain

happy and safe.



The City of Harker Heights
Pet Adoption Center

The Harker Heights Pet Adoption Center
is located at 403 Indian Trail in Harker
Heights, Texas and is open on the
following days and times.

Sunday: 10am - 2pm
Monday: 1pm - 4pm
Tuesday - Friday: 1pm - 7pm
Saturday: 10am - 6pm

To contact the Pet Adoption Center
during normal business hours call
254.953.5472.

After normal business hours and on
holidays please contact the Harker
Heights Police Department at
254.953-5400.

Follow us at:

/HHPetAdoption

Daily Herald NEEN@IER €Nl
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INTWINTERE

Cold weather can be taxing on many
of the birds individuals discover in their
backyards. Although some species
migrate to warmer climates each winter,
many stay and attempt to ride out
winter. Birds that tend to stay include
finches, sparrows, titmice, jays, wood-
peckers, chickadees, and cardinals.

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology says
that, in much of North America, winter
days can be windy and cold for birds,
and nights are even more challenging.
In winter, birds no longer have berries
and lush vegetation to consume and
insects have died or gone underground.
Many birds can benefit from a little help
from their human friends.

SHELTER

Wild Birds Unlimited says shelter for
birds is hard to come by in winter. Trees
have shed their leaves, and evergreens
may not be as abundant or protective.

People can provide shelters for birds,
which may include traditional birdhous-
es, windbreaks and snow shields. Roost
boxes are another option and one that
can accommodate small flocks that will
group together and share their body
heat.

Use leaves and branches to provide
natural camouflage and help attract
birds to the shelter. Offer yarn, fabric
scraps, cotton, and other insulating ma-
terials that birds can use to help make
their shelters more comfortable.
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FOOD

Birds require high-calorie and
high-fat foods in the winter so they can
keep up their metabolism to generate
warmth. Also, since birds’ feeding hab-
its vary depending on the type of bird,
it may be necessary to place feeders at
varying heights fo maximize access.

Feeders should be located out of the
wind and in an area that offers safe
refuge from predators. The National
Wildlife Federation also says individuals
should put out sizable feeders and/or
use multiple feeders to provide am-
ple food during snow and ice storms.
Feeders should be checked regularly
and kept full.

Consistency is also important be-
cause birds will grow accustomed to
being supplemented with food and may
depend on such supplements to survive.
Bird Watcher’s Digest suggests a variety
of foods for birds. Black-oil sunflower
seeds, peanuts, suet, cracked corn, mil-
let, thistle seed, safflower, and various
fruits can help many birds thrive. li's
also suggested to include mealwormes,
which can be purchased at bait stores
or pet stores. These larvae of beetles
can be presented in a shallow dish
with slippery sides so the worms cannot
crawl out.

Birds typically need extra support to
survive harsh winters. Offering food
and shelter during these bleak months
can help.

Your Pet Cemetary
in Copperas Cove

254-681-7713
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Impulsive decisions with
regard to family pets can be
disastrous. Parents who do
not take the time to decide if pets fit their
lifestyles may end up regretting their deci-
sions and/or returning the animal, which
can be hard on pets and families alike.

Many prospective pet parents may mis-
takenly believe that small pets, such as
guinea pigs, are much easier to care for
than cats or dogs. That false impression
may compel them to adopt guinea pigs
without fully exploring just what it takes to
raise these small, personable pets.

TIME COMMITMENT

According to the Humane Society of the
United States, daily interaction with and
attention from guinea pig owners is es-
sential for the well-being of guinea pigs.

Guinea pigs require regular grooming
(daily for long-haired breeds), and cag-
es also must be maintained. The HSUS
recommends thorough weekly cleanings
as well as spot-cleaning every few days.

CHILDREN
The HSUS points out that young
children are more likely to mishandle

v
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guinea pigs, increasing their risk of
dropping or squeezing the animals.
Some guinea pigs may respond to being
mishandled with fear that leads them to
bite their handlers. Guinea pigs respond
most favorably to being gently held.

COMPANIONSHIP

Guinea pigs are social animals, and
they do best with the companionship of
another pig. Solitary guinea pigs can
quickly grow lonely and bored, which
can be problematic for pet parents
whose time is already stretched thin.

ALLERGIES

Prospective owners should confirm that
they and members of their household
are not allergic to the animals. Visit an
animal shelter or the home of a friend
and spend some time with the guinea
pig in the room where it spends most of
its time. If you suspect you or a member
of your household is allergic, contact an
allergist for further testing or discussion.

Guinea pigs make great pets, but
prospective guinea pig owners should
do their homework before bring these
lovable creatures home.
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AZTEC PET HOSPITAL
104 FM 2410

Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 699-6725
www.aztecpethospital.com

ELLIS AIR SYSTEMS
3513 Florence Rd
Killeen, TX 76542
(254) 526-5410
www.ellisairsystems.co

HARKER HEIGHTS

PET ADOPTION CENTER
403 Indian Trail

Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 953-5472
www.ci.harker-heights.
tx.us/index.php/
petadoption-animalcontrol

AUTO

HOME
PERSONAL
RECREATIONAL

‘
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HEART O’ TEXAS
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
1612 S Ft Hood St

Killeen, Texas 76542
(254) 634-7722
www.hotfcu.org

KILLEEN VETERINARY
CLINIC

1321 Pershing Dr
Killeen, TX 76549

(254) 634-0242

www.killeenvetclinic.com

MOBI DOG

PET SALON & SPA
1402 N Main St
Belton, TX 76513
(254) 939-6624
www.mobidogspa.com

R aad

.org

PET REST MEMORIAL
390 Summers Rd
Copperas Cove, TX 76522
(254) 681-7713
www.facebook.com/
PetRestPetCemetery

SHANGRI-PAW

104 E Veterans Memorial Blvd
Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 554-7297
www.shangri-paw.com

SIT MEANS SIT

DOG TRAINING

1027 W US Hwy 190
Belton, TX 76513

(254) 541-3343
CentralTexas.SitMeansSit.com

SOGGY DOGGIES

301 W Hwy 190
Copperas Cove, TX 76522
(254) 547-9663

www.soggydoggiesllctx.com

TEMPLE VETERINARY
HOSPITAL

2055 Scotts Blvd

Temple, TX 76504

(254) 773-1411
www.templevethospital.com

ACCOUNTS
SAVINGS
CHECKING

KIDS SAVINGS

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

1wt O’ Texas .
ral Credit Union
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VETERINARY
CLINIC

Serving Pets and People since 1961

Proudly Serving Bradley L. Buckley, D.VM. [ o
Those Who Serve America Keri H. Jones, D.V.M. 8 Clsuway |
=e

Fort Hood Families Amanda Jones, D.V.M. |PERSH'NE __ n 8 T

Always-Welcome Jordan Janis, D.V.M. S| WENDYSI fer A7

6 3 4 0 2 4 1321 Pershing Dr, Killeen
- www.killeenvetclinic.com
SURGERY « MEDICINE ¢ DENTISTRY

BOARDING « NUTRITION COUNSELING

Our dedication to our community
is reflected in our happy patients.

Thank you Central Texas
for your continued support
throughout the years.

We hope to continue exceeding your expectations
in providing excellent care to your pets.



