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CCISD offers its students a rigorous curriculum along with an
infusion of career technology skills leading to certifications/
licenses in 30+ different career fields. Students have the
opportunity to participate in internships that merge their

classroom experiences with the real world of work.

Ranked in the top 29 percent of Texas public schools
Tuition waived for military dependants
100 percent highly qualified teaching staff
Title | Outstanding Performance Schools
More than 20 distinction designations in 2018
Early College High School in partnership with Central Texas College
* 6 endorsement areas; 30+ programs of study; multiple certifications/licenses
* Career, trade, junior college, state and national universities with more than
$4,000,000 in scholarships awarded in 2018
¢ Award-winning fine arts programs
¢ Championship athletics programs

A Foundation of Excellence - A Future of Success

Stay Comnected. Y 7 www.ccisd.com
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Special:z:rig in savory en enéhuladas,
tacos, a:l’ﬁ:t féj'ﬁs;a‘ﬁﬁ_ with— — .
izers, soups,

all Pair with your choice of
- hand-crafted cocktails or caﬁfully
~ selected beer and wine beverages
for an experience so good that it

will keep you coming back for more.

201 E. Central Texas Expressway - Suite#1460 Call us at (254) 892-4323
Harker Heights, TX 76543 Call us at (254) 892-4323 PALMERASTEXMEX.COM




BUSINESS SERVICE DIRECTORY&INDE ~ PROERZ

AUTO SERVICE

Continental Battery ........ers 6
600 E Central Texas Expy
Killeen, TX 76541

(254) 634-2287
www.continentalbattery.com

Dand D Body Shop .....cceeee n
1522 5 Fort Hood 5t

Killeen, TX 76542

{254) 554-8506

o1 — N7
Bldg 36000 Darnall Loop

Fort Hood, TX 76544

(254) 287-8029
hood.armymwr.com

Harker Heights United
Methodist Church.....cceee 51

208 W Cardinal Ln

Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 699-627
www.hhumc.org

Westside Baptist.....cceeaee 52
711 Stagecoach Rd

Killeen, TX 76542

{254) 628-1004
www.westsideoasis.com

(OMMUNITY

HARKER HEIGHTS

City of Harker Heights....... 35
305 Miller's Crossing

Harker Heights, TX 76548
{254) 953-5600
www.ci.harker-heights.tx.us

VFW Post 3892......cccmmmvmame 40
201 VFW Dr

Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) B99-71139

www.yTw.org

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Families in Crisis Inc. ........ 68
PO Box 25

Killeen, TX 76540

(254) 634-8309
www.familiesincrisis.net

Central Texas College........ 70
6200 Central Texas Expy
Killeen, TX 76549

(254) 526-7161

www.ctcd.edu

Copperas Cove independent
School District......ccccvuceenses 2

408 5 Main 5t

Copperas Cove, TX 76522
(254) 547-1227
www.ccisd.com

The Band ROOM ..coiusmmamsines n
212 W Veterans Memarial Blvd
Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 6909-2263
www.thebandroomtx.com

900 College St
Belton, TX 76513
(254) 295-B642
go.umhb.edu

EMPLOYMENT

Express Employment ........ 10
1801 Trimmier Rd # A7

Killeen, TX 76541

(254) 554-5700
www.expresspros.com/killeentx

FINANCIAL SERVICES

John Lister, CPA .....ccocmeinee 61
2420 E Business 190

Copperas Cove, TX 76522

(254) 547-0773
www.johnlister.com/services

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Susan B. Mitchell
INVestmEents ...crawmrmssanmns 5]

2100 Trimmier Rd Ste 105
Killeen, TX 76541

(254) 554-4426
www.raymondjames.com/killeentx

Harper-Talasek
Funeral HOme .....ccuvrressans 16

506 M 38th St

Killeen, TX 76543

(254) 699-8200
www.harpertalasek.com

Ables Top Hat
Chimney Sweeps.........c.ons 33

8085 23rd St

Copperas Cove, TX 76522

(254) 547-6087
www.ableschimneysweeps.com

Helghts Lumber
& SUDPLY wocrurnsnsssnrssasmunnssansas n

602 W FM 2410 Rd

Harker Heights, TX 76548
{254) 699-3401
www.heightslumbersupply.com

Creative Carpet
& INLRCIOIS.....comissnsssmasasiases 33

3853 Chaparral Rd

Killeen, TX 76542

(254) 634-4023
creativecarpetandinteriorskilleen,com

Rinehart Real Estate

445 E Central Texas Expy
Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 690-1186
www.realestateinspection.net

HOSPITAL

Advent Health.......ccoeriaes 44
22015 Clear Creek Rd

Killeen, TX 76549

(254) 526-7523
AdventHealthCentral Texas.com

;_?’ \
SUNDAY
REAL ESTATE

GUIDE

HAVE A HOME YOU'D
LIKE TO ADVERTISE?

PLACE ONE [N OUR
SUNDAY REAL ESTATE GUIDE!

PUBLISHES EVERY SUNDAY
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS.

254.501.7500
KDHNEWS.COM
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Bill French Jewelers...........62
232 Robert Griffin Il Dr Ste 500
Copperas Cove, TX 76522

(254) 547-3828
www.bfiewelers.com

Pagel & Sons......cossmmmemsnnns 12
2102 5 WS Young DrSte 2
Killeen, TX 76543

(254) 699-4B53
www.pagelandsons.com

(254) 554-9966
www.popalackkilleen.com

MEDICAL

Bell County Indigent
Health Services ...esssersses 45

3009 Priest DrBldg 3

Killeen, TX 76541

(254) 519-1229
www.bellcountytx.com/
departments/indigent_health_
services

INTRODUCING

PER

ADVERTISING
with the Daily Herald

Greater Killeen
Community Clinic ...ccveeeeee &7

71BN 2nd St Ste A
Killeen, TX 76541
(254) BIB-421
www.gkfclinic.org

REAL ESTATE & RENTALS

Brown's Temporary
APArtments..ceiwsissssasass 33

(254) 634-B554
www.brownstempapts.com

Hunter Rentals........cusana 34
1503 W Stan Schlueter Lp
Killeen, TX 76549

(254) B34-331
www.hunterrentals.com

RECREATION & LEISURE

Central Texas Exposition . 65
33015 WS Young Or

Killeen, TX 76542

(254) 501-8889

Killeen Bowlerama............ 67
922 N 38th st

Killeen, TX 76543

(254) 609-5222
www.killeenbowlerama.com

Salado Museum &
College Park......cizssereessanse 67

423 5 Main 5t
Salado TX 76571
(254)947-5232
saladomuseum.org

City of Killeen Recycling.....17
1M E Avenue F

Killeen, TX 76541

(254) 554-7572
tx-killeen.civicplus.com/312/
Recycling Center/

RESTAURANTS

111110 - R — B
1103 W Stan Schlueter Lp
Killeen, TX 76549

(254) 432-4200
www.jimmysegg.com

Las Palmeras........ccocesnianacia 3
201 E Central Texas Expy

Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 892-4323
palmerastexmex.com

2768 Boys Ranch Rd
Kempner, TX 76539
(254) 547-2409
www.airmax-aircare.com

SOLAR ENERGY

Solar Cantex ... g
1901 EFM 2410

Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 393-1340
www.solarcentex.com

SPECIALTY STORES

Kirbo's Office System......... 10
B17 E Veterans Memarial Blvd
Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 526-6182
www.kirbos.com

Nedlewerkes.......csusassesees b
100 Cove Terrace Shopping Ctr
Copperas Cove, TX 76522

(254) 542-6335
www.nedlewerkes.com

Quality Quilts by Lavra...... 41
3006 Dakwood Dr

Harker Heights, TX 76548
(254) 6B1-8239
gualityguiltsbylaura.com

GREAT RATES. TREMENDOUS NETWORK.
AN AMAZING TEAM OF EXPERTS.

Save on online advertising when you pay only for the ads visitors

click on from @ LARGE ONLINE NETWORK including:
FACEBOOK » GOOGLE » INSTAGREAM » APPS « WEBSITES » & MORE!

CONTACT US TODAY!

apulte@kdhnews.com * (254) 501 -?4?@ DIGITAL

kdhdigitalservices.com

SERVICES
'AGENCY

Killeen Daily Herald
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Killeen population continues to climbin 2019

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

he population of Killeen con-

tinues to grow with no signs of

stopping, according to estimates

based on current trends from
the city’s Planning and Development
Services Department.

Killeen’s population is estimated at
147,630 in 2019. The city’s population
was 138,154 in 2014, according to census
estimates at the time. The next few years
are also expected to show growth, with
149,998 residents projected in 2020 and
152,361 in 2021.

City Planner Tony McIlwain said the
city keeps track of population projec-
tions to help plan for the future.

“Population estimates and projections
serve an important role in helping cities
project timing of infrastructure projects
and extension of services,” Mcllwain
said.

Part of that long-term outlook is mas-
ter planning — a process in which the
city prepares for future outlay of city
infrastructure, parks, airport manage-
ment and transportation.

“Long-term planning is critical to a
growing city like Killeen,” said Killeen
Director of Communications Hilary

B e e £
b ¥ WHOLESALERETAIL/COMMERTIAL » SALES & SERVICE
YOUR BATTERY SPECIALIST

* Free Battery Check
* Free Charging System Check
* Free Installation on most Vehicles

Family Owned &
Operated since 1932

600 E. Centex Expy
Killeen, TX 76541
254-634-2287

P A
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Homes are seen across from the Willow Springs Post Office on Stan Schlueter Loop on Jan. 31.

Shine. “Master plans evaluate current
services and needs and anticipate how
each will grow over time based on any

number of factors including population.

Current master planning is underway
with a comprehensive plan, the Airport
Master Plan and the Water/Sewer Mas-
ter Plan.”

Shine said the boom in population
comes with more demand for city ser-
vices — but also increased potential for
economic growth.

RAYMOND JAMES

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

Member FINRA/SIPC

Susan B. Mitchell

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
2100 Trimmier, Suite 105
Killeen, Tx 76541
(254)554-4426 + (877)323-3875

“More people creates more demand
for City services, and current planning
efforts are working to anticipate the
timing of growth in order to accommo-
date it,” she said. “Growth in population
should correlate to economic growth in
property and sales taxes, which would
produce revenue to extend services.
Population growth also increases our
city’s marketability to business inves-
tors bringing both commercial develop-
ment and jobs.”

Thank you Central Texas {ﬂﬁ&

for vating us
The Best Needle l:ruﬂl!

Ay
edlewerkes

Central Texas’ Source
for Cross Stitch & Embroidery

(254) 542-6335

www. nedlewerkes.com
100 Cove Terrace Shopoing Cenled
Copperas Cove

ﬁﬁiﬁd

~|

LEARM WITH USI Croas Slitch » Embroddery

Peyole Beading

FREE LESSONS for
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What is Progress?

Progress is an annual publication
of KDH Media Group that focuses on
advances during the past year in the
Central Texas communities the Killeen

Daily Herald serves.

The section also takes an in-depth look

at the changes in store in the year ahead.
This year’s 76-page edition includes
news, information, photographs and
advertisements that highlight strides in
Killeen and its neighboring communities
of Harker Heights, Fort Hood, Copperas
Cove, Belton, Nolanville, Florence, Sala-
do, Kempner, Gatesville and Lampasas.
In addition to chronicling develop-

ments in the business sector, Progress
also takes a look at the areas of educa-
tion, military, real estate, recreation,
religion and the medical community.

The content for the 2019 Progress edi-
tion was created by staffs of the Killeen
Daily Herald’s editorial and advertising
departments, as well as several news
and photography correspondents.

Feehoosts Kllleen’s street repairs

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The city of Killeen is work-
ing on major infrastructure
updates in 2019 — with the
help of a new fee that will
help address potholes and
other road repairs.

In December;, the Killeen
City Council approved a
street maintenance fee
that will raise $1.6 million
annually and help pay for
road infrastructure projects
throughout the city. The
initiative was undertaken
after the city identified a sig-
nificant shortfall in the city’s
upkeep of its residential and
major roads.

The monthly fee will be
assessed on residents’ and
businesses’ utility bills and
is expected to go into effect in
July, according to the city.

In 2018, work began on
the Rosewood Drive exten-
sion project, which cost $7.8
million and is scheduled for
completion in 2020. The proj-
ect, overseen by Belton-based
James Construction, will
include the construction of
0.6 miles of road to connect
Rosewood Drive to Chapar-
ral Road. The extension will
include the construction of
a 284-foot-long bridge over
Trimmier Creek, south of the
White Rock Estates subdivi-
sion. The two segments of
the trail will end in Purser
Park in Harker Heights.

Construction on the project

S s ot
MICHAEL BOYD | HERALD

Construction continues on the water treatment plant on Stillhouse Hollow
Lake, south of Killeen. The plant is being built by the Bell County Water
Control and Improvement District with money from area cities.

began in April 2018 with an
expected completion date in
summer 2020.

In November, the council
voted to approve a more than
$440,000 contract with Waco-
based Barsh Company to
improve the street and walk-
ways on a two-block span in
downtown Killeen

The improvements are part
of the city’s scaled-down sec-
ond phase of the Downtown
Streetscaping Project.

The new sidewalks will run
in front of the Solix call cen-
ter at 402 E. Avenue D. The
project was part of a January
2014 performance agreement
between Parsippany, New
Jersey-based Solix, a govern-
ment services firm, and the
Killeen Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. The entire
scope of the project will run

along Avenue D between
Eighth and 10th streets.

In August 2017, the city
completed phase one of its
Water Line Rehabilitation
Project, which replaced 18,500
feet of waterlines in the area
bounded by Rancier Avenue,
Veterans Memorial Boule-
vard, 10th Street and W.S.
Young Drive.

Phase two of the water
line project, which will
replace two miles of water
mains along Veterans Me-
morial Boulevard between
38th Street and College
Street was completed in
summer 2018.

The city completed phase
three of the sewer line reha-
bilitation project in Decem-
ber 2018, which rehabilitated
29,200 feet of sewer lines.

The transportation Capital

Improvement Project Mas-
ter plan can be found on the
city’s transportation depart-
ment website at wwwkilleen-
texas.gov/transportation.

WATER TREATMENT PLANT

Bell County Water Control
and Improvement District
No. 1’s planned water treat-
ment plant on the shores of
Stillhouse Hollow Lake was
bid for construction July 5,
2017, with Houston-based
CSA Engineers Inc., for $41.6
million.

The water district is the
city of Killeen’s sole whole-
sale drinking water provider
with a contractual agreement
dating back to 1952, when
the district was created. The
district pumps more than 13
trillion gallons to the city an-
nually and owns about $200
million in reported enter-
prise assets.

Initially projected to be com-
pleted in 2019, the plant is now
expected to be substantially
completed in May 2020 after
alengthy wait for U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers environ-
mental approval, according to
water district general man-
ager Ricky Garrett.

The Stillhouse treatment
plant will expand the dis-
trict’s treatment capacity to
more than 100 million gallons
per day, adding 10 million
gallons of treated water per
day to Killeen’s existing 32
million gallons per day out of
Belton Lake.

Killeen Daily Herald
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Construction continues on I-14 expansion

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Construction on Interstate 14 contin-
ues in 2019 after an $81 million expan-
sion on the thoroughfare from Harker
Heights to Belton began in 2018.

The project will take place in three
phases:

In the first phase, the two-mile section
of I-14, from just west of Farm-to-Mar-
ket 2410 in Harker Heights to FM 3423
(Indian Trail) will be expanded to three
lanes in each direction. The project is
costing $7.2 million and is scheduled to
be completed by this spring. It started in
April 2018.

In the second phase, the section of I-14
east from FM 3423 in Harker Heights to
Simmons Road in Belton will be opened
for bids in April. The projected cost for
that work is estimated at $39 million.
Construction is set to start in the sum-
mer, according to TxDOT.

The last phase of the I-14 expansion,
from Simmons Road to I-35, could go to

I BESTBREAKFAST]
& |SUNDAY{BRUNCH!|

BREAKFAST FOR LUNCH

LUNCH FOR BREAKFAST
- YOU CHOOSE -

BREAKFAST & LUNCH - SERVED 6:00 AM - 2:00 PM DAaILY

1103 W.STAN SCHLUETER LOOP

KILLEEN,TX

254-432-4200

construction within the next five years,
once it is funded. The estimated cost is
$35 million, according to TxDOT.

The 25-mile stretch of highway from
Copperas Cove to Interstate 35 in Belton
was designated I-14 in January 2017 by
TxDOT. There is a bigger plan to stretch
the interstate from El Paso to Savannah,
Ga.,, linking several military bases.

Killeen Mayor Jose Segarra said the
interstate will help attract other busi-
nesses that normally would not relocate
to an area not on an interstate.

“I don’t anticipate any immediate
changes for businesses that are already
on the highway such as mine, but in the
long run, it may increase their visibility
to other new customers that those new
businesses may bring,” Segarra said in
2017.

Representatives from cities within

the Greater Fort Hood area have been
working with the Gulf Coast Strategic
Highway Coalition since 2000 for the
I-14 system. The long-range goal is to
connect military installations from
Texas to Georgia and provide foster ac-
cess to highways and ports with spur
roads.

Interstate 14 is also known as the 14th
Amendment Highway, receiving its
designation for the amendment passed
in 1868, which granted citizenship to
“all persons born or naturalized in the
United States,” which included former
slaves recently freed.

Individual states will have a hand in
the project, to include construction and
approval of the suggested route, accord-
ing to the Gulf Coast Strategic Highway
Coalition’s website. There is no date set
for completion of the project.

3423
Indian Trail |

HERALD | FILE

Construction along I-14 in Harker Heights, as seen in July 2018.
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Thank you for voting us as
THE BEST in Ren

The Best Investment you can
make on your Home,
Ranch & Business.

Call your Central Texas
Solar Experts TODAY!

e 254-393-1340

CalarlRonioy ot Y Top 100 -
SUIdIUECITIE A LU &Y Sinstallers-7

e} Top 100,

| NABCEP Certified | Texas Electrical Contractor #29755 | Member National Association of Homebuilders |
Member Texas Association of Homebuilders



We are the lcensed professionals
spaciolizing in:

B - Alr Condifiening & Heating

B . Air Dt Cleaning

= Clean Al Systems

(254) 547-2406

TACLE 1Z2803E

Making your comfort
our business...

FOR OVER 39 YEARS

“The BIGGEST
little company
in TEXAS”

KIRBO’'S

OFFICE SYSTEMS

Copy Equipment - Experienced Sales & Consulting
Factory Trained Service Professionals « Federal & State
Contracts « Customer Satisfaction Guarantesed

Canon  LEXMJRK
Authorized Dealer
THE # 1 CHOICE FOR COPIERS FOR OVER 45 YEARS!

www . kirbos.com - (254) 526-6182 - (866)421-6400
617 EVeterans Memaorial Blvd,

Serving Central Texas for over

Harker Heights - SanAngelo - Brownwood - Stephenville

INNOVATIVE

HIRING SOLUTIONS TO FIT

YOUR NEEDS

Applying for jobs and hiring Employees
can be difficult and time consuming.

Contact Express Employment
Professionals to see how we can help.

Permaneant and temporary
positions including:

+ Adminisirative
* Professional
* Manufacturing
+ Construction

Killaen (254) 554-5700  Temple (254) 771-5595

ExpressPros.com/TempleTX
ﬂ ExpressEmployment Professionals- Temple/Killeen

“Where The Customer
Comes First!"

|

HERALD | FILE

Rod Quinones, director at Solix, receives the award for 2018 Large Business of the Year on Sept. 20
during the Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce 85th annual Membership Banquet at the Killeen

GKCC adds programs, boosts
local economic development

BY JENNIFER HETZEL
GREATER KILLEEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

In 2018, the Greater Killeen Chamber
of Commerce added new programs for
members and began implementing the
14 Forward plan of work developed the
year before.

One new event was Leadercast
Women, a sister event to Leadercast
Live. An all-female speaker lineup was
simulcast to host sites throughout the
nation, including Killeen.

This year, Leadercast Women will be
Oct. 18 and Leadercast Live will be May
10. Advance registration is required.

Lights on Santa Fe, a holiday celebra-
tion in downtown Killeen with vendors,
ice skating, snow and other holiday
activities, was also added in 2018.

Flavors of Central Texas will be Aug.

13 at the Killeen Civic and Conference
Center. This is the community’s chance
to sample food from more than 40 local
restaurants and caterers.

The following award winners were rec-
ognized at the 84th Annual Membership
Banquet in 2018:

* Roy J. Smith Award-Charlie Watts

« Large Business of the Year-Solix, Inc.

» Small Business of the Year-Great
Escape of Central Texas

« Public Education Council Individual
of the Year-Angenet Wilkerson, KISD

« Public Education Council Business
of the Year-TAMUCT

« Greater Killeen Young Professional
of The Year-Ally Torres, First National
Bank Texas

» Welcome Council Member of the

PLEASE SEE GKCC, 11
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GKCC

FROMPAGE10

Year-Cathy Sweem, AmeriStor Self
Storage

» Non-Profit of the Year-Operation
Phantom Support

The 2019 Annual Membership Ban-
quet will be Sept. 19.

The Greater Killeen Young Profes-
sionals held monthly socials and
luncheons in 2018, and their 9th annual
Rock the Foundation Casino Night
raised $5,000 for scholarships at CTC
and TAMUCT.

The Military Relations Council
facilitated a group trip to the U.S. Army
National Training Center at Fort Irwin,
California. The council also organized
an Annual Command Team BBQSocial,
three luncheons featuring speakers giv-
ing updates about Fort Hood, and other
events.

The Leadership Killeen program
graduated 23 students in May 2018 and
anew class of 22 students began in
September.

The Public Policy Council held
luncheons with Sen. John Cornyn and
Reps. John Carter, Roger Williams and
John Zerwas.

The Chamber continues to work with
the Gulf Coast Strategic Highway Co-
alition and Youth Infrastructure Coali-
tion to ensure the continued expansion
of Interstate 14 from Fort Bliss, Texas,
to Fort Stewart, Georgia. This desig-
nation will have enduring economic
impact on the city of Killeen and other
cities along the route.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Major employers continue to increase
jobs, while new businesses add to the
growing pool of jobs.

Solix, Inc. announced in May 2018 it
would expand its presence downtown
by investing $1.45 million to open a
second, 6,000-square-foot facility down
the street from its location that opened
January 2014. The company’s expan-
sion will add 180 jobs with an annual
salary of $25,000.

Z Modular announced its location
in a 230,000-square-foot facility in the
Killeen Industrial Park. The company

will manufacture American-made steel-

framed modules and expects to hire 250

highly skilled workers with an average
annual salary of $45,000 within three
years.

MGC Pure Chemicals America Inc.
(MPCA), a manufacturing company
servicing the semiconductor industry,
continued construction on their facil-
ity and announced an additional $12
million investment in the site, for a total
of $40 million capital investment. Once
complete, MPCA will become one of the
largest tax-paying business in Killeen.

In 2018, these three companies col-
lectively announced that 463 new jobs
would be created, 282,000 square feet
developed, and nearly $50 million would
be invested in Killeen.

These developments were all the result
of the recruitment efforts of the Killeen
Economic Development Corporation,
which is housed in the Killeen Chamber.

14 FORWARD

14 Forward is an aggressive five-year
campaign designed to help grow the
region’s economy. This $2 million pri-
vate sector-driven campaign is funded
by more than 40 area businesses.

Staff has made considerable progress
on program initiatives, which include:

1) Growing Business and Investment
through aggressive business recruit-
ment, capitalizing on the economic
development potential of the university,
and conducting research and sharing
data with our investors.

2) Promoting Fort Hood by advocating
for expansion of current missions/at-
tracting new missions to the post,
promoting partnerships and securing
funding for projects that will benefit the
post and our community.

3) Strengthening Infrastructure to
improve quality of place by improving
both the physical and digital highways
that run through our community:

To learn how to get involved with or
join the chamber, call 254-526-9551, visit
killeenchamber.com or email rebekah@
killeenchamber.com.

To learn about the chamber’s eco-
nomic development work or data about
the Killeen area,visit killeenedc.com or
email phyllis@killeenchamber.com.

To learn about the 14 Forward cam-
paign, visit killeenchamber.com/for-
ward or email jennifer@killeenchamber.
com.

JENNIFER HETZEL is director of research for the Greater Killeen
Chamber of Commerce

YOU HAVE A
CHOICE!

1522 S. Fort Hood St.
Killeen, TX 76542
254-554-8506

ACE STIHL

Hardware

Fuit Seavice DeaLer
602 West FM 2410
Harker Heights, TX

254-699-3491

Killeen Daily Herald
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Food Care Center keeps growing in its 32nd year

BYKYLEBLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Killeen Food Care
Center has entered its 32nd
year, and the need keeps on
growing.

“I wish we could be put out
of ajob, but there’s always go-
ing to be folks who need food
and no one should ever go
hungry in our community;”
said Raymond Cockrell, ex-
ecutive director for the Food
Care Center since August
2017. “People know they can
count on us to deliver.”

The center delivers more
than just food; it’s also about
building fellowship.

Cockrell still remembers the
mother of two and the Christ-
mas basket.

“We had already finished
handing out the baskets and
someone contacted me on
Facebook and let me know

11 Al ﬂ' ]_'EI W

oy

i N

All major credit cards accepted

(254) 699-4653
&

-

N

BES I JEW WELER

VD'IE of rhc l:h:tl'r Herald

FLAWLESS REPUTATION
ﬂﬂ
“ ¥ -

“The Family of Jewelers Who care.”

MILITARY FINANCING AVAILABLE
2102 5. W.S. Young Dr., Killeen

about this family that was
just going to go without,”
Cockrell said. He reached out
to her and arranged to deliver
a basket, as well as a $300 gift
certificate from community
members so she could buy
Christmas presents for her
boys.

“She and I cried together
and her sons were just over-
whelmed,” Cockrell said. “Her
kids really touched my heart,
because I think involving
children in giving will stay
with them for the rest of their
lives.”

THEPRESENT

“We belong to the commu-
nity; we’re financed by the
community and our volun-
teers come from the area,”
Cockrell said.

He and four part-time staff
members run the center; as-
sisted by 60 regular volunteers
who will be honored in April.

0 Interest
financing on
qualif |e§ purchases)
Come in to see our
dazzling jewelry and ask
for our brochure, “What

you should know about
Buying a Diamond.”

“We couldn’t do without
them. Some people have more
than 1000 hours of volunteer
time, and some have been
helping us for 20 years.”

If anyone is interested in
volunteering, please e-mail
the center at foodcare@em-
bargmail.com.

The Food Care Center is
part of alarger network.

It partners with the Central
Texas Food Bank in Austin
and serves as a distribution
point to smaller food pantries
in the region.

The Austin food bank brings
atruckload of fresh fruit and
vegetables for Fresh Food for
Families on the fourth Friday
of every month. On that one
day; the Food Care Center
serves up to 400 families.

“People are lined up out
the door; rain or shine,”
Cockrell said. “People in need
often miss out on fresh foods
because it’s something they
can’t afford.”

THEFUTURE

The center started in 1987
as a collaboration between
two local churches, and now
around 30 churches donate
regularly to the charity.

“We're seeing more folks
than ever, especially as the
city grows,” Cockrell said.
“We distributed 2.4 million
pounds of groceries to over
84,000 individual clients, or
30,000 families, in this most
recent fiscal year.

An average of 25 percent of
clients are children and an-
other quarter are seniors. The
center serves many military
members including active,
retired and/or veteran status,
he said.

Just like the struggling
families they serve, the Food
Care Center knows how to
stretch a dollar: seven meals,
or 1.25 pounds of food, can
be purchased with a buck.
Clients receive 35-40 pounds
of food.

“We've gotten pretty ef-
ficient, and that all goes back

to the volunteers and the
community’s support,” he
said.

However, as the center
serves more people, financial
challenges arise.

“Ninety-five percent of our
operating funds come from
local individuals, churches,
and service organizations,”
Cockrell said in an email. “We
belong to this community. We
need for people to continue to
support us, both financially
and prayerfully in order to
keep pace with the increase in
service levels,” he said.

The center appreciates food
drives and donations, but
monetary gifts are most help-
ful to fill in gaps. Checks may
be mailed to PO. Box 1656,
Killeen, TX 76540 or e-check
and credit card donations
can be made online at www.
foodcare.org

Cockrell said the center is
breaking ground in Febru-
ary on a community garden
on the property. The Killeen
Heights Rotary Club is
funding the project and will
partner with the local Master
Gardner’s Society, he said.

“The garden will be planted
and maintained by students
within KISD,” Cockrell said.
“We believe that if you teach
them to have a servant heart
at an early age, they will carry
it with them the rest of their
lives.”

Clients generally can get as-
sistance from the food pantry
once each month, but may
go more often with a referral
from the chaplain’s office at
Fort Hood or local churches.

The Food Care Center, 210
N. 16th St., operates from
9a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday and 4 p.m. to
7 p.m. on the first and third
Friday of the month. To con-
tact the center; call 254-554-
3400 during operating hours.
Cockrell suggested taking a
look at the Facebook page for
updates and information, as
well as the website at www.
foodcare.org.
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Revitalization efforts continue for Killeen’s downtown

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

New businesses and non-
profit partnerships helped
continue the revitalization
of downtown Killeen in 2018.

According to revitalization
planner Jerry Millard, sev-
eral downtown businesses
and organizations opened in
2018, including:

 Bayside Media, a record-
ing studio, at 301 E. Avenue D.

« A second location for
Solix at 201 E. Avenue D,
bringing an additional 180
jobs to downtown.

« Austin Finance Company
relocated to 331 E. Avenue
D and is looking to renovate
and lease their previous
location at 331 E. Avenue D
for office use.

+ Operation Phantom Sup-
port relocated its operation to
401 N. Eighth Street after the
closing of Modern TV and
Appliance, a longtime down-
town staple, at that location.

« Isbell Properties closed
its doors at 312 E. Avenue
B and moved to Stan Schlu-
eter Loop, allowing Expert
Rentals to move into this
building.

» Becky Isbell moved
into the old Isbell Proper-
ties building at 312 N. Gray
Street with her Goosehead
Insurance Agency office.
She is currently sharing
the building with a fitness
consultant.

Millard said more plans
are in the works for 2019,
with several businesses ei-
ther opening or re-opening,
including:

 The Scene boutique is set
to open at 308 N. Gray St.

« Scratch Elevated Bistro
at 224 E. Avenue D will re-
open under new ownership
and management.

“Without divulging the
business ventures of poten-

tial new businesses, keep an
eye out for a new bistro and
an online university coming
to the 200 block of Avenue

D this year,” Millard said.
“Several other opportunities
are in the early stages, and it
is too soon to highlight them
at this point. One thing is for
sure, our Historic District
businesses are growing and
increasing at a great pace.”

Millard said the revitaliza-
tion program is still pro-
ceeding apace.

“Currently, all of the avail-
able economic development
incentives for the His-
toric District and the North
Killeen are gaining steam.

“These programs are the
Historic District Facade
and Sign Grant Programs
as well as the North Killeen
Revitalization Program. In
addition to these, the City
Council has elected to renew
the North Killeen Revitaliza-
tion Area Tax Abatement
Guidelines and Criteria al-
lowing for the continued use
of tax abatement incentives
specifically designed for the
Historic District and the
North Killeen Revitalization
Area.”

In the first few months of
fiscal 2019, all but $7,266.01
of the available $50,000 in fa-
cade grant funds have been
allocated for Historic Dis-
trict projects, Millard said.
The city has awarded or
allocated $43,533.99 of grant
funding for facade improve-
ments and new signage.

Those grants have assisted
eight businesses, Millard
said. Investments by the city
and those businesses have
totaled $62,814.99.

In addition to the grant
programs, a tax abatement
agreement was signed for
the North Killeen Revitaliza-
tion Area assisting with the
renovation of an apartment
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Austin Finance at 331 East Avenue D is seen Feb. 6.

complex at 1302 Harris Ave..
“A private investment of
$197,971.00 was used for the
renovations, Millard said.
“So far this fiscal year, the
North Killeen Revitalization

Program has encouraged
economic development in
the amount of $2,000,870.”

For more information, go
to downtownkilleenevents.
com.

LOCKED OUT?
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Killeen-Fort Hood Regional Airport boarding numbers up

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

More than a year after a major carrier
at the Killeen-Fort Hood Regional Air-
port left the facility, boarding numbers
are back up, according to city officials.

On Jan. 15, 2018, Atlanta-based Delta
Airlines pulled out of the airport, strip-
ping four incoming and outgoing flights
out of the daily rotation. After their
departure, city staff worked to accom-
modate passengers and continue to
boost ticketing.

“Airport staff, immediately upon
learning of the Delta departure, began
discussions with the remaining carriers
about increasing service levels to take
advantage of the opportunity provided
by Delta leaving,” Director of Avia-
tion Matt Van Valkenburgh said. “This
resulted in American adding two daily
round trip flights and United adding a
single flight; final result was a net gain
of one total round trip per day for our
market.”

In 2018, the airport had 131,313 en-
planements and 134,349 deplanements,
Last year, the airport had 129,798 and
131,745, respectively.

“An additional piece of these discus-
sions revolved around the fares from
our market and the need for us to be
competitive with our competition,” Van

Valkenburgh said. “The result was more
parity in our fares with our competitor
which helped our market throughout
the year.”

The city is currently undergoing a
number of projects, including com-
pleting an Airport Master Plan, con-
tinuing passenger boarding bridge
replacements, completing the rental
car quick-turn facility improvements,
commencing photovoltaic power genera-
tion projects and LED lighting retrofit,
designing taxiway B rehabilitation and
improvements, designing and commenc-
ing baggage system improvements and
constructing the Robert Gray Army
Airfield Security Surveillance Project.

The master plan, the city’s spend-
ing and expansion schedule for its two
airports drafted by Arkansas-based engi-
neering firm Garver, will offer an inven-
tory of airport facilities, a snapshot of
the airport’s customer base and possible
plans for airport improvements.

“The Airport Master Plan is an evalu-
ation of current and forecasted airport
activity, facility requirements, and a
review of various alternatives for the
airport,” Van Valkenburgh said. “The
objective of the Airport Master Plan is
to provide guidance for future develop-
ment which will satisfy aviation demand
in an environmentally and fiscally
responsible manner as well as provide

solutions that satisfy the expected future
needs of the airport in a financially fea-
sible manner, while accounting for the
surrounding community, local environ-
ment and socioeconomic factors.”

Van Valkenburgh said the plan will
eventually act as a guidepost for the
city’s airport service development.

“Through coordinated review by the
City, the FAA, airport users, and the
public, a recommended development
concept will evolve which serves as a
guide to realistic, affordable, and achiev-
able airport development,” he said. “The
plan then acts as a guide to aid deci-
sion-makers when considering airport
improvements.”

Visit killeenfthood.airportstudy.com
for the latest information, draft docu-
ments and public meeting information.

SKYLARK FIELD

The city’s second airport, Skylark
Field, continued to undergo improve-
ments in 2018, with the design of a new
T-hangar facility.

The new T-hangar is expected to be
complete in 2019.

According to Van Valkenburgh, Sky-
lark currently has commercial leases
with Central Texas College, Freedom Air
Helicopters, and Diamond Star Aviation.
Additionally, the airport is at capacity
with all 40 T-hangar units leased out.

Civic and Conference Center a hub for Killeen tourism

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Killeen Civic and
Conference Center and Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau
continued to serve as a hub
for tourism events in 2018
— and another big year is in
the works.

The center hosted 741
events in 2018 with more
than 142,000 guests coming
through its doors, accord-
ing to Kathie Mulheron, the
center’s director.

The center has 331 events
already scheduled for 2019,

and continues to book events
daily, Mulheron said.
“We are averaging 62 event

bookings per month and con-
tinue to see a rise in client re-

quests for a central location
and affordable rates,” she
said. “We have contracted
with 11 conventions for 2019
and continue to seek associa-
tions and military groups

to Killeen as a convention
destination.”

The center also hosts a
number of events for local
partners such as the Greater
Killeen Chamber of Com-
merce Flavors of Central

Texas, H-E-B Regional
meeting, Annual Killeen
PRCA Rodeo, Killeen Rotary
Crawfish Boil, Killeen Junior
Livestock Show, the Central
Texas Community Expo and
the Killeen Daily Herald
Bridal Show.

“We are currently part-
nering with our internal
city departments to provide
events for the community;”
Mulheron said.

Mulheron said the center is
a boon for the local economy.

“The Killeen Civic &
Conference Center and Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau

contributes to the local econ-
omy by hosting out-of-town
visitors that attend conven-
tions, tradeshows, weddings
and meetings,” Mulheron
said. “Visitors spend money
for lodging, transportation,
restaurants and retail shop-
ping thus generating sales
and lodging tax.”

In 2018, a Korean pagoda
was constructed at the center
in a partnership between the
city and Sister Cities-Osan,
creating a space for the com-
munity to learn more about
the city’s relationship with
its overseas partner.
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Thousands of workers find employmentin 2018

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Thousands of job seekers found work
last year through Workforce Solutions of
Central Texas, an organization dedi-
cated to connecting employers to skilled
employees.

The organization is governed by a
board of 27 members, and represents
a spectrum of business, education and
community interests, providing “quality
education, training, and labor market ser-
vices,” according to its 2017-2020 strategic
plan.

Of the more than 11,000 job seekers who
were helped in 2018, Workforce Solution’s
data show that included 5,573 workers
who had been laid off and 2,735 veterans.
On average, more than half the people
claiming unemployment and searching
for work found a job within 10 weeks.

Of the job seekers sponsored in train-
ing, about 96 percent entered employment
with 93 percent filling local, in-demand,
high-skill, high-wage jobs for which they
were trained.

The board’s services include career
planning, childcare subsidies and voca-
tional training assistance, in addition to
job searches. It serves a large chunk of
Central Texas: Bell, Coryell, Hamilton,
Lampasas, Milam, Mills and San Saba
counties.

“People often have the perception that
we are a help center,” said Charley Ayers,
director of Industry/Education Part-
nerships. “It is important that Central
Texans understand we are a launching
pad, not a safety net. Through training,
counseling, and opportunities, we con-
nect people and jobs.”

PROGRAMS

The Go2Work program has seen a
great deal of success in eastern Bell
County and the board is developing a
strategy to implement the program in
Killeen. Go2Work addresses hospitality
and food services businesses’ need for a
trained workforce. Through Go2Work,
prepared employees are connected
with local employers who often hire the
graduates upon training completion.

Wingspan is a career pathways pro-
gram that targets youth and educators.
The program is designed to help educa-
tors and students learn about “high de-
mand” jobs for the region and how those
occupations align with educational
requirements, curriculum development,
students’ and employers’ expectations.
The ultimate goal of the program is to
provide support and information for stu-
dents that will help them achieve their
goals. Workforce Solutions of Central
Texas reached more than 650 students
and 475 educators this year.

REGIONAL ECONOMY

The Central Texas regional economy
had roughly 190,277 people employed
at the end of 2018 with the number of
available local jobs growing 1.1 percent,
according to Workforce Solutions of
Central Texas.

Fort Hood supports 56,930 people on
the post, 35,833 off-post family members
and 382,311 retirees, survivors and
retired family members.

In 2018, Workforce Solutions received
four awards with incentive funding to-
taling $120,000. Two awards were state-
wide recognition for having the No. 1
Service to Workers program and the
No. 1 Service to Community program.
The other two awards were for having
the highest percentage of training-re-
lated job placements and the highest
percentage of Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families.

Workforce Solutions of Central
Texas, 300 Cheyenne Drive in Killeen,
is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Go to www.invisibleworkers.org
or call 254-200-2234 for more informa-
tion.

The website includes a Killeen center
activity calendar with professional
development events. Learn how to par-
ticipate in classes such as CPR and first
aid, resume writing, math and English
as a second language.

Habitat for Humanity continues mission to improve communities

SPECIAL TO THE KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Fort Hood Area Habitat for Humanity
in 2018 continued its mission to improve
communities across Central Texas with
help from volunteers, donations and
partnerships.

The affiliate has expanded its veteran
services and home repair programs.

In 2018, FHAHFH broke ground on
its Lee Crossley Veterans Community
in Temple as part of its Veterans Build
Initiative.

Named after Temple’s own, the late
Lee Crossley, the community focuses on
being a space for veterans to create an
extended support system and bond over
their experiences.

The community is the first of its kind
and setting the standard across the
nation consisting of 13 duplexes and a
community center.

Various partnerships and groups of
volunteers have allowed the nonprofit
organization to build the community
despite obstacles.

Through the application process,
Habitat for Humanity assisted over 150
veterans in the area.

While Lee Crossley Veterans Com-
munity was the focal point of Fort Hood
Area Habitat for Humanity’s year, the
organization completed 31 neighbor-
hood revitalization and repairs across
Central Texas.

In 2019, Habitat is looking forward to

continuing its mission of impacting and
improving communities across Central
Texas.

Revitalization is the core of the orga-
nization’s focus. Their biggest revitaliza-
tion zone will be Gatesville, making it
the first time Habitat for Humanity be-
ing full force in the city despite perform-
ing some home repairs previously.

Habitat will be partnering with the
various Gatesville organizations to
mobilize the project.

Habitat for Humanity is continuing its
Veterans Build Initiative and Veteran
Home Repairs programs.

Nolanville is the location for the next
community build, focusing on families
and senior citizens.
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Families in Crisis continues to support people in need

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Open since Dec. 23, 2015, Friends In
Crisis provides overnight shelter, an
evening meal, access to showers and
laundry facilities, breakfast items and
case management services.

In 2013, Families In Crisis was ap-
proached by the city of Killeen to ad-
dress the long-standing absence of shel-
ter services for the homeless in Killeen.

Using a building already owned by the
agency, FIC began a $1.4 million renova-
tion project resulting in what is now
a 78-bed, full-service homeless shelter;

named Friends In Crisis, located at 412 E..

Sprott Ave.

On most days, Friends In Crisis is a
16-hour-per-day shelter opening at 3 p.m.,
which allows time for the cleaning of the
facility and the washing of all bed linens
and towels for the next night.

Friends in Crisis provides clients with
rapid access to other services, including
the VA Health Care for the Homeless
program, Greater Killeen Free Clinic,

mental health services from Central
Counties Services MHMR and substance
abuse assistance from Cenikor.

As a full-service shelter; it offers shel-
ter, crisis intervention, job and life skills
assistance, counseling, referrals and
transition housing assistance.

For 2018, the average number of
persons nightly was 75.7, a total of 27,631
bed nights for the year.

When the total exceeds the 78 beds
available, cots are used. During 2018,

761 different individuals were housed

at the shelter for one or more nights. Of
those served, 71.7 percent were male and
28.3 percent female. Approximately 90
percent of clients were living in Killeen
when they became homeless.

After being fully operational for three
years, the Friends In Crisis Homeless
Shelter remains at or near capacity most
nights. For most clients, the first steps
on the road to housing stability and
self-sufficiency include replacement of
lost identification to facilitate access to

jobs and benefits, engagement in employ-

ment readiness and life skills activities,

and, when achievable, stabilization of
mental and physical health issues.

Many organizations, churches, service
groups and individuals are showing
great support for this much needed facil-
ity and services for the homeless.

For more information about services
or volunteer opportunities, call 254-634-
1184 or go to www.familiesincrisis.net.

FAMILIES IN CRISIS

Many families across the state and the
country are suffering, due to homeless-
ness, violence or some other factor. These
families need help, and there are several
places in Central Texas that offer it.

Families In Crisis, Inc. isa 501 (c) 3
nonprofit United Way organization that
houses, supports and empowers people
experiencing family violence, sexual
violence and homelessness in Bell, Co-
ryell and Hamilton counties, including
Fort Hood. Formed in 1980 and located at
1305 E. Rancier Ave,, it has evolved into
a widely recognized community partner
with 39 employees and an annual budget
of over $2 million.

Harper-Talasek

FUNERAL HOMES

Harper-Talasek Funeral Homes serve Killeen, Belton and Temple.

On behalf of the staff of Harper-Talasek
Funeral Home, we would like to thank our
community for your continued trust. We will
continue to strive for excellence in providing
careful service and compassion to each and every
family we serve. We are fortunate and happy to
be a part of Central Texas’thriving economy.

We make it personal.’
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Killeen-Temple, Bell
County stillrank as
high-growth in state

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

In 2018 Bell County and
the Killeen-Temple metro
area continue to rank as one
of high-growth areas in the
state.

The Bell County unemploy-
ment rate is slightly lower
than the state’s — which
is 3.9 percent — and the
country’s — which is 4.1
percent.

According to newly elected
County Judge David Black-
burn, Bell County was able
to add $578,972 to the fund
balance this past year, in-
creasing it to $41,666,912.

That’s a little over five
months of operating funds
in the reserve. That was good
news, because at the begin-
ning of the fiscal year, the
projected budget showed the
county using $4.35 million of
the fund balance.

“I believe the future
continues to look promising
for Bell County, due to our di-
verse economy and continual
growth,” Blackburn said.

The county budget includ-
ed $37,269,378 of expendi-
tures for public safety, as well
as $2,875,145 for health and
conservation.

More than $94 million
worth of total revenue was
generated last year, includ-
ing $855,263 from a hotel/mo-
tel tax and more than $51.6
million that came from total
property taxes.

Blackburn said a reason
for the budget increases can
be attributed to population.
In 1960, the county’s popula-

tion was just 94,097. Now, it
hovers above 400,000, accord-
ing to the latest population
estimates from the state.

With more people comes
more demand for services
and programs, Blackburn
said.

The projected expenditures
for 2019 are $99,788,534. In
2018, the projected expendi-
tures were $96,377,497, and
in 2017 they were $95,147,600,
and even that was up signifi-
cantly from the $87.5 million
budget the county had in
2016, and the $82.9 million
budget the year before.

Blackburn said he is
diligently preparing to make
a smooth transition into his
role as County Judge.

“The first 35 days have
gone quickly,” Blackburn
said. “It seems that there is
quite a bit of training that
is all in the first 30 days of
office, or so it seems. I have
been to training for newly
elected officials and train-
ing for newly elected county
judges, just to mention a
couple.

“As for what I hope to
accomplish in 2019 ... 1
think always at the top of
any county judge’s list is a
smooth, uneventful budget
process that yields the level
of programs and services
that our residents want to
see from the county with the
lowest, most efficient costs
possible. Indigent health
care, indigent legal defense,
and a host of other unfunded
mandates will continue to
provide challenges for the
county budget.”

Killeen animal shelter prepares
to move to its new division

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The Killeen Animal Shel-
ter is preparing to move out
from under the umbrella of
the Killeen Police Depart-
ment and will instead be
overseen by the Commu-
nity Services Department,

a move that may happen
sometime in 2019, depending
on other factors.

One of those other factors
is how quickly the Animal
Services Department can
get a new director. Cur-
rently, Lt. Tony McDaniel
is serving as the interim
shelter director, a position
he has held since Febru-
ary 2018 after the previous
director, Ed Tucker, submit-

ted his retirement while on
administrative leave. One
candidate for the position
was proposed to the Killeen
Animal Advisory Commit-
tee at the beginning of the
year, but no final decision
has been made.

The Killeen Animal
Shelter is making progress
toward becoming a no-kill
shelter, having achieved an
average live release percent-
age of 90 for the year of 2018.
This is a 5 percent improve-
ment over where the shelter
was in 2017, which saw a
live release percentage of 85
percent.

The general consensus on
what qualifies a shelter for

PLEASE SEE SHELTER, 18

X CITY OF KILLEEN
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New restaurants offer chance to stretch taste buds

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

One thing Killeen is never
lacking is places to eat, and
2018 saw several new restau-
rants open or begin construc-
tion around the city. Some
of the new eateries are local
start-ups, while others are
new locations for big fran-
chises.

Some of the new restau-
rants setting up shop in the
Killeen area are:

« Mais Souffle Bistro, locat-
ed at 1310 W. Stan Schlueter
Loop, offers gourmet popcorn

package sizes.

- Jimmy’s Egg, located at
1103 W. Stan Schlueter Loop,
is a restaurant that offers
breakfast, brunch and lunch
meals all day long.

» Burger King, located at
3809 E. Stan Schlueter Loop,
offers burgers and fries in a
traditional fast-food format.

» GattiTown Pizza, located
at 2501 E. Central Texas Expy,
is a buffet-style pizzeria that
also offers a variety of arcade
games.

» Galaxy B&G, located at
104 W. Veterans Memorial
Blvd., is a ‘Star Wars’-themed

and breakfast meals.

- Ras Kitchen, located at 515
S. Second St., is a restaurant
featuring traditional Carib-
bean food.

« Urban Bricks, located at
3126 E.. Central Texas Expy,
is a made-to-order personal
pizza restaurant.

- Taj Restaurant, located at
803 E. Central Texas Expy.,
offers Indian food like curry,
korma, vindaloo, pakora,
vegetarian fare and various
house specials.

HARKER HEIGHTS

- Raising Cane’s Chicken

Knight’s Way, specializing in
fried chicken fingers, crinkle-
cut fries and Texas toast.

» Cup of Joe Coffee Shop,
located at 600 Indian Trail, of-
fers free-trade brews, baked
goods, classes and catering in
a buzzy modern space.

» Palmeras Tex-Mex Con
Sabor, located at 201 E. Cen-
tral Texas Expy. specializes
in enchiladas, tacos, fajitas
and other classic tex-mex
cuisine.

« Tropical Smoothie Cafe,
located at 300 E. Central
Texas Expy. #400, features
toasted wraps, sandwiches,

in a variety of flavors and grill serving creative burgers  Fingers, located at 335 flatbreads and bowls.
HOP transit reduces services, still covers Bell, Coryell | SHELTER

counties despite increasing costs, lower revenue

BY EMILY HILLEY-SIERZCHULA
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The distinctive green buses
of the HOP Hill Country
Transit District still are
prevalent across 9,000 square
miles of nine Central Texas
counties, but the transit
system had to reduce services
beginning last fall because of
budget constraints.

Bell and Coryell are among
the nine counties where the
HOP operates.

After a series of city
council meetings in August
and September; the cities of
Killeen, Harker Heights and
Copperas Cove each decided
not to increase their contribu-
tions to funding to the HOP,
as requested by the transit
system.

For Killeen, the service re-
quested more than $455,000 in
fiscal year 2019 — a roughly
$335,000 increase from fiscal
year 2018.

The transit district said in a
news release that it had to bal-

ance increased ridership with
tight financial constraints in
recent years.

“The system has experi-
enced steady growth during
the past four decades,” the
release said. “However, due to
increased costs and decreased
revenues, service changes are
now having to be made.”

Route changes took effect in
October.

Routes 100 and 4 in Killeen
were extended to pick up the
most active stops on Route 5,
which was completely elimi-
nated.

A new transfer station to
connect the two routes will be
established at the intersection
of Old Farm-to-Market 440
and Baldwin Loop. The ser-
vice’s current transfer station
at Fourth Street and Avenue
C in downtown Killeen will
remain in place.

In addition, Saturday
service, including Americans
With Disabilities Act paratra-
nist pickup, was cut through-
out the Killeen transit zone,

including routes in Killeen,
Copperas Cove and Harker
Heights. Routes 35 and 65 in
Heights and Cove, respective-
1y; lost nonpeak-hour service
on weekdays. Both routes also
end earlier than before.

The system boasts a rider-
ship of more than 680,000
people across the region.

Providing a safe, depend-
able and seamless public
transit service is the main
goal of the HOP. It uses fixed-
route buses that can seat up to
35 passengers each. All fixed-
route buses are equipped with
aramp to assist passengers,
including those using mobil-
ity devices. Additionally,
every fixed-route bus pro-
vides a two-position bicycle
rack mounted at the front of
the bus.

Specific information re-
garding service, route maps,
schedules, and riding rules
is available on its web site at
www.takethehop.com or by
calling 254-933-3700 or 1-800-
791-9601.

no-kill status is maintaining
a live release percentage of
90 or greater for multiple
months.

“Killeen Animal Ser-
vices is very proud of this
accomplishment and the
entire staff deserves credit,”
McDaniel said. “Obtaining
a 90 percent live release rate
was no accident; it was due to
very hard work and learning
from past failures.”

The shelter has also had
more intakes in 2018 than
in 2017. In 2018 there were
4,758 animals taken in at
the Killeen Animal Shelter,
while in 2017 there were 4,138
animal pickups.

The shelter is also continu-
ing its voucher program into
the foreseeable future.

Aside from McDaniel, the
shelter has several employ-
ees to help take care of the
animals.

At max capacity, the shelter
is able to hold 75 dogs and 68
cats. The animal shelter is
located at 3118 Commerce St.
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Bonds tighten among Central Texas theaters

BY EMILY HILLEY-SIERZCHULA
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Bonds among Central Texas theaters
are expanding and tightening, a situ-
ation that stands to help everyone in
years to come.

Vive Les Arts in Killeen, a fixture in
the city since 1976, joined with Waco
Civic Theatre in 2017, and now the
partnership is expanding to include the
Temple Civic Theatre.

“It’s been good for all of us, with our
actors performing on their stages, so
it’s a level of cooperation as good as it’s
been in a decade,” said Eric Shephard,
Vive Les Arts executive director. “Bring-
ing Temple into collaboration is new.”

He said the three theaters will contin-
ue to share actors and props as part of a
production agreement but they will not
share as many plays.

“There will be two in common this
year, which means that neither theater
has to bear the full expense of the show,”
Shephard said. It can cost as much as
$15,000 to put on a musical, he said.

“It’s an economic gain and gets people
out going to theaters in other cities,” he
said.

Shephard said he’s not ready to an-
nounce next season yet, but said that the
three theaters are in discussions.

UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS

“STEEL MAGNOLIAS:” March 1-10

“UNNECESSARY FARCE:” April 5-14

“JUNIEB. Jones” (Children’s Theatre Pro-
duction): May 9-12

“MAMAMIA!:” June 7-16

Last year, Vive Les Arts was riding a
five-year high in ticket sales, a windfall
driven by the community rallying after
an announcement in 2017 that the the-
ater might have to close its doors.

Since then, things have evened out and
the theater; still in the black, still always
is in need of donations.

“Humans tend to respond better to
times of crisis than situation normal,”
Shephard said. “But support is just as
important now as it was two years ago.”

Vive Les Arts is putting out a better
product, he said.

“It’s getting better as we get better
access to talent, music and stage direc-
tors,” Shephard said.

With ticket sales on the rise and a
desire to achieve a greater presence in
the community, there is a need for a new
executive director.

“The search for a new executive direc-
tor is motivated by the desire to take the
theater to the next level,” Shephard said.
“We are in a good position, but we can

do more with staffing that can devote its
full attention to VLA. Currently all our
staff works other jobs, and this new hire
will let us achieve greater presence in
the community and increase our capac-
ity.”

On deck next is “Steel Magnolias.”
Community response to the classic has
been overwhelming, with about 200
people competing for seven parts.

“Steel Magnolias,” like all plays, pres-
ents at least one unique challenge.

“We’re looking for people who know
how to style hair and can show our actors
because much of it takes place in a beauty
parlor where they’re styling hair live.”

For more information, call 254-526-9090
or go to vlakilleen.org. Vive Les Arts, at
3401 S. W.S. Young Drive, is supported by
funds from the City of Killeen and the
Texas Commission on the Arts.

Individual tickets for the Main Stage
are $20 for adults, $18 for military mem-
bers, seniors, students and teachers, and
$15 for children 12 and under. Children’s
Theatre tickets are $14 for adults, $12
for military members, seniors, students
and teachers, and $10 for children 12 and
under.

Season memberships are available for
$90 for individuals and $85 for military
members, seniors, students and teach-
ers.

Bell County Museum continues efforts to educate

BY EMILY HILLEY-SIERZCHULA
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Greeting visitors to downtown Belton
for many years is the Bell County Mu-
seum on Main Street, just off 1-35.

Its roots date to 1899 and the museum
continues to educate locals and visitors
alike with its variety of exhibits, collec-
tions and speakers.

“Over the past few years, visitation to
the museum has risen,” said Coleman
Hampton, museum director. “(We're)
committed to becoming an integral
part of our Bell County communities, a
byproduct of which is increased impact
and visitation.”

The museum has several traveling
exhibits scheduled for 2019, includ-

ing “Lonesome Dove,” “Artists of Bell
County;” “Backstage Pass: Rolling Stone
Magazine,” “American Farmer” and
“Holiday Toys from the Past.”

“Traveling exhibits give visitors some-
thing new to see, while compliment-
ing the story we tell about the history,
heritage, art, and archaeology of Bell
County;” Hampton said.

Two permanent exhibits are “Pass-
port Through Time,” about Bell County
history, and “The Gault Site,” which
examines the prehistory of the region.

He said the museum soon will an-
nounce the speakers coming later this
year in the Spring Lecture Series, popu-
lar with adults.

Hampton said educational outreach
continues to be important for museums.

“Museums are no longer places to
look at objects behind glass, as was the
case in the 19th and most of the 20th
century,” he said. “Our museums are
educational resources for school kids to
participate in outside of the classroom
learning, and hopefully be inspired to
learn something new about the world or
the community in which they live.”

The museum also offers activities for
kids during spring break and a week-
long Summer Camp in July.

The normal business hours for the
Bell County Museum are noon to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday and 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday. For more information,
go to www.bellcountymuseum.org. Bell
County Museum is at 201 N. Main St. in
Belton.
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Fducation is focus of three community organizations

BY EMILY HILLEY-SIERZCHULA
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Three organizations in Killeen are fo-
cusing on education to tighten commu-
nity bonds, including the Killeen branch
of the NAACP and two local branches
of the League of United Latin Ameri-
can Citizens: Killeen-Fort Hood LULAC
Council 4535, and LULAC Herencia
Council 4297.

NAACP KILLEEN BRANCH #6189

The Killeen branch of the NAACP,
established in 1970, will be joining the
“Next Gen” program with a local em-
phasis on public education.

“Next Gen is a national NAACP
program to prepare and nurture young
leaders, and with our local spin on it
we’re going to focus on our elementary,
middle and high school kids,” said
TaNeika Driver-Moultrie, who is com-
ing in as the Killeen branch’s president
after previously serving three terms.
“The bottom line is that we consider
ourselves torchbearers but we're not
going to be here forever so we need to
pass along that torch to young people
and equip them with leadership skills.”

Driver-Moultrie said the organization
is going to take a close look at schools’
report cards. “That way we can see
where the greatest needs are for tutor-
ing, outreach and mentoring,” she said.

The Education Committee every year
hosts a college tour for high school
students and adults, to be held this year
from March 10-13. Last year;, a group of 50
students traveled to Louisiana; this year,
the group will travel to Alabama, where
they will visit several universities as well
as the Edmund Pettus Bridge, the Rosa
Parks Museum and the Legacy Museum.

The organization hosts a number of
annual events, in addition to its monthly
meetings.

The 46th Annual Freedom Fund Ban-
quet, which will be held on March 22 at
the Killeen Civic and Conference Center.
Huston-Tillotson University President
Colette Pierce Burnette will be speak-
ing on this year’s theme: “We Can’t Rest
Now. The Stakes Are Too High.”

“We’re planning on a great crowd to
celebrate the accomplishments of the
NAACP but the highlight is awarding
scholarships to graduating seniors,”
Driver-Moultrie said.

Six scholarship awards of $1,000 each
will be announced at the event.

The local branch continues to be a
voice in the community by supporting
many outreach efforts. Other yearly
events include Juneteenth celebrations
and the Back 2 School/Stay In School
Rally & Symposium that motivates
students for the upcoming school year.
Free school supplies and backpacks are
distributed at the event.

The Killeen branch of the NAACP
meets on the third Monday of every
month at Greater Peace Missionary
Baptist Church at 4201 Zephyr Road,
starting at 5:30 p.m. with the executive
board meeting and 7 p.m. for the general
membership meeting. Meetings are
open to the public.

To learn more about the NAACP, call
254-286-9211 or go to naacpkilleen.org.

KILLEEN-FORT HOOD LULAC COUNCIL 4535

Council 4535 is the oldest LULAC
council in Bell County, celebrating 25
years in 2018, and the focus on educa-
tion can be seen through its citizenship
training classes and scholarships.

“We're committed to the preparation
and education of our future leaders,”
said LULAC Foundation Chairman
Raul Villaronga. The organization has
awarded $195,000 in scholarships since
2002 to graduating seniors from Killeen
and Copperas Cove school districts, as
well as for current students at Central
Texas College and Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Central Texas.

He said the organization will award
$20,000 in scholarships in 2019, but the
deadline to apply is March 22.

“Scholarships also are available for
citizenship applicants to defray the ex-
traordinary cost of applying for citizen-
ship,” Villaronga said.

The next citizenship course starts on
March 30 and is for legal residents who
are qualified for citizenship. More than
300 people have taken the courses since
2014.

The council also is coordinating with
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Service to host naturalization ceremo-
nies in the community. “It’s important
that new citizens and their families do
not have to travel far for these important
life events,” Villaronga said.

He said anyone is welcome to join the
council, which has 37 members.

“We also provides food baskets to
needy citizens in our community,” Vil-
laronga said.

State Rep. Brad Buckley will be speak-

ing at the council’s annual banquet

on April 13 at the Courtyard Marriott
in Killeen. The Firefighter and Police
Officer of the Year will be announced at
the banquet.

The LULAC Council 4535 Foundation
is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, and
all donations are fully tax deductible.
For more information on scholarships,
banquets, tickets or membership, call
1-800-KILLEEN or visit www.XKkilleenlu-
lac4535.com.

LULACHERENCIA COUNCIL 4297

LULAC Herencia Council 4297 also
has education outreach into the com-
munity:

“Our mission is to inspire, nurture,
and support the educational attainment
of members of the Hispanic community
and elevate those in need while foster-
ing leadership to do the same for future
generations,” said Minerva D. Cotton,
vice president of the Herencia Council.
“We work in the community by assisting
those in need wherever and whenever
we can.”

The LULAC Herencia Youth Council
is being formed. “We are looking for
students ages 13 and up who want to
help and volunteer in the community
while gaining leadership skills to help
them succeed in life,” she said. Meetings
are held at the Clements Teen Center
in Killeen on the first Monday of the
month from 6-7 p.m.

“We invite all students to attend and
bring some friends,” Cotton said.

The annual “Our Heritage, My
Legacy Gala” honors young ladies in a
group quinceanera and Sweet 16 party
celebrating their academic achieve-
ments with scholarships. The Bilingual
Teacher of the Year will be announced
at the gala, scheduled for Saturday, May
4 at the Phantom Warrior Club on Fort
Hood.

“The young ladies go through a series
of classes such as etiquette, public
speaking, conflict resolution, and also go
on a visit to a college,” Cotton said.

The council also helped get out the
vote in 2018 by hosting numerous fo-
rums for regional and local candidates.

Monthly meetings are held at the
Harker Heights Recreation Center on
the second Monday of the month, from
6-8 p.m.

The organization posts regularly on its
Facebook page: facebook.com/LULACH-
erenciaCouncil4297.
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Police, fire departments look to increase efficiency

BY EMILY HILLEY-SIERZCHULA
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Keeping residents in the ever-grow-
ing city of Killeen safe and sound are
first responders with the Killeen Police
Department and the Killeen Fire Depart-
ment. Both are exploring ways to be
more efficient, staying within the city’s
budget while increasing recruitment.

KILLEEN POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Killeen Police Department
continues to emphasize community in-
volvement as part of its crime-fighting
arsenal, crediting it with their ability
to make a rapid arrest in at least one
murder in 2018 and driving down the
crime rate.

“We’ll continue with community
engagement events, reaching out to our
youth and focusing on crime preven-
tion,” said Assistant Police Chief
Margaret Young. “The primary focus
will be on crime, even though crime
dropped significantly during 2018.”

Through community crime preven-
tion coordinator Tammy Moseley
and several Killeen council members,
residents in several neighborhoods are
getting together to take steps toward
ensuring a safer place to live. At meet-
ings, folks are educated about KPD’s
programs such as the citizen’s police
academy.

Young said the department this
summer will hold its first Youth Public
Safety Summer Camp, which is meant
for community residents ages 12-15.

Chief Charles “Chuck” Kimble took
the helm in September 2017, bringing
with him some changes.

“He continues to focus on assist-
ing the patrol division by reviewing
procedures, hours, and other efficien-
cies,” Young said. Investigators now
also work in the evenings to assist the
patrol division.

Kimble has increased communica-
tion within the department.

“We’re increasing communications
between patrol and supervisory staff,
especially during CompStat meetings
when all divisions work together to
analyze crime trends and focus on the
most prolific identified criminals,”

Young said.

Young said the department is im-
proving its use of technology, rolling
out a body-worn camera program and
exploring a drone program. They also
are upgrading the backup 911 system
and the communications office.

“Technology and social media can be
a force multiplier,” she said.

Young acknowledged that the de-
partment is not immune to difficul-
ties in the recruitment and retention
of officers faced nationwide, but the
police academy in session now has 21
recruits, and the department is expand-
ing its recruiting staff.

KILLEEN FIRE DEPARTMENT

Like their comrades in the police de-
partment, the city’s fire department is
working to expand its operations within
a tight budget.

“As the city grows, at some point it
will be necessary to add stations, equip-
ment and personnel,” said Chief Brian
Brank. “There is a plan for future sta-
tions and tentative locations but there is
no revenue source identified as of yet.”

Renovations have been ongoing,
with the completion of roofs at Central
Station, No. 3 and No. 7. Next up is the
renovation of the dormitory at Central
Station, which should begin around

HERALD | FILE
Killeen Police Chief Charles Kimble speaks to news media after a Department of Justice crime study
meeting June 25 at Killeen Police Headquarters.

May, Brank said.

In 2017, Fire Station No. 9 opened for
operations in order to service south-
west Killeen, a region seeing a popu-
lation boom. Brank said he expects
there to be at least 10,000 to 15,000 more
people living in the area within the
next five years, and that new station is
vital to the public safety of those who
live there.

The department is awaiting the deliv-
ery of afire engine and SUVs for staff
members.

Brank, who became chief in 2016, said
a “diminished revenue stream” is a con-
stant concern.

“The call load volume continues to
increase and all possible internal ef-
ficiencies are being considered,” he said,
adding that keeping ambulances avail-
able for calls has been a priority.

The fire department also is trying to
attract recruits.

“The Killeen Fire Department has
reorganized its entrance testing sched-
ule to make it more efficient regarding
filling vacancies,” Brank said.

Of course, the fire department is
tasked with more than fighting blazes.

“EMS was honored with the GOLD
award from American Heart Association
Mission Life Line for exceeding national
standards,” he said.
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Killeen police report 49 percent decrease in violent crime

HERALD STAFF REPORT

The Killeen Police Depart-
ment reported a substantial
decrease in crime across the
board in both violent and
nonviolent crimes in 2018
when compared to 2017.

Violent crime, including
murder, rape, robbery and
aggravated assault, de-
creased by 49 percent while
nonviolent crime, including
burglary, larceny, and vehicle
thefts, decreased 18 percent,
according to KPD in a news
release on Feb. 1.

Data is preliminary until
verified by the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, the
news release said.

Overall, the crime rate was
about 25 percent lower, police
said.

“The community’s com-

KILLEEN CRIME STATISTICS

2018 2017 PE
MURDERS 7 18 61 percent
RAPE 118 151 22 percent
ROBBERY 144 313 54 percent
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 303 636 52 percent
OVERALL VIOLENT CRIME 572 1,18 49 percent
BURGLARIES 853 1,140 25 percent
LARCENY (THEFT) 2,249 2,403 6 percent
VEHICLE THEFTS 249 566 56 percent
NONVIOLENT CRIME 3,351 4,09 18 percent

mitment and effort to combat
crime has been on the right
path and continues to be,”
said KPD Chief Charles Kim-
ble, in the news release. “We
are also excited to report that
2018 had the lowest crime
rate for the city of Killeen for
at least three decades.”
Murders decreased 61 per-

cent, from 18 in 2017 to seven
in 2018, KPD reported.
Robberies and aggravated
assaults in 2018 were also
well below the 2017 rates,
both categories seeing drops
of more than 50 percent.
Kimble expressed his
thanks for the team effort
among Killeen police offi-

SOURCE: Killeen Police Department

cers, the Bell County district
attorney’s office, the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in Waco, the
Texas Department of Public
Safety and federal partners
such as the FBI, and the Drug
Enforcement Administration
of the U.S. Marshals.

KPD completed its crime
data report in January.

Bell County Expo Center hosts more events, boosts attendance

BY DAVE MILLER
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD
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Last year was a year full of firsts,
Stephens said, noting the new complex
hosted the National Swine Registry

The past year has been a year of
substantial growth for the Bell County
Expo Center.

With more events, higher overall
attendance and the opening of the
170,000-square-foot Equine Livestock
Complex, the Expo Center has been a
beehive of activity.

“We’ve been very busy,” said Expo
Center Executive Director Tim Ste-
phens. “We hosted a lot of our tradi-
tional events, such as the PRCA Rodeo,
Bell County Youth Fair and the annual
boat show, but we’ve added several new
events as well.”

Stephens pointed to figures showing
259 events over 550 event days in 2018,
up from 248 events in 2017. The Expo
Center had a total attendance of 403,147
people last year, and the Central Texas
State Fair was one of the largest on
record, drawing about 25,000 visitors
over Labor Day weekend.

“We ended the year with one of the

MICHAEL MILLER | FME NEWS SERVICE
Stetson Loyd of Troy FFA shows his grand cham-
pion market swine during the 2019 Bell County
Youth Fair and Livestock Show Auction at the
Bell County Expo Equine and Livestock Complex

biggest pole-vaulting competitions in
the state, the Texas Elite Pole Vaulting
Championships.

“Of course, our biggest accomplish-
ment last year was the opening of the
Equine/Livestock Complex, which
had its grand opening on July 27, with
a performance by the 1st Cav Horse
Detachment,” Stephens said.

in March, the Texas Longhorn World
Show in June and several new horse
and dog shows. He also noted that the
Bell County Youth Fair used the new
facility for the first time this month.

“We stayed booked last year, with
only two open weekends, Stephens
said. “At this date, we only have about
two or three open weekends through-
out 2019.”

Stephens said the Expo Center’s ex-
pansion has allowed the center to bring
in events the facility couldn’t host in
the past — and the enlarged complex
has helped draw exhibitors and events
from several groups outside the area.

“We’re doing more events, bring-
ing more people in. We’re proud of
the diversity of our building and our
events,” Stephens said.

“It all benefits the quality of life and
economic impact for the county. We
like to be the best asset we can be to the
county.”
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Daily Herald continues to expand
its offerings and services

BY DAVE MILLER
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The Daily Herald continues to expand
its offerings and services — as well as
look for ways to increase reader engage-
ment.

An award-winning newspaper in its
129th year of operation, the Herald has
evolved far beyond its roots as a weekly
newspaper serving a small cotton-farm-
ing town prior to the arrival of Camp
Hood in 1942.

Today, the Daily Herald continues to
serve the fast-growing Central Texas
community as part of the multifaceted
KDH Media Group, providing the latest
news and information across a variety
of platforms.

In addition to producing an award-win-

ning daily newspaper — the Herald was
recognized in April as the Associated
Press Managing Editors’ Newspaper

of the Year for its circulation category
— KDH Media Group publishes three
weekly community publications.

The Herald also continues to expand
its digital reach with a wide spectrum
on online platforms, including Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram, as well as its
user-friendly website, kdhnews.com.

The Herald last year instituted several
new features to enhance reader engage-
ment, including a daily Facebook poll,

a weekly poll and live-streaming of
selected public events via Facebook Live
and Twitter.

Over the past year, the Herald contin-
ued its commitment to dynamic political
coverage, conducting candidate forums
featuring candidates for state and local
races.

That tradition will continue this year,
as the Herald will sponsor a Killeen City
Council forum on March 4 — the first
such forum in the May 4 election cam-
paign.

The Herald also offers candidate bios,
video interviews, issue-oriented Q&As
and election information on all local
races of interest at its politics site, kdh-

news.com/centerforpolitics.

Last year, the Herald launched a text
alert system, providing readers with the
latest breaking local news via text mes-
sage to their smartphones.

When breaking news occurs, readers
who have registered will receive a text
informing them of the news and linking
them to the full story at kdhnews.com.

The Herald is in the process of devel-
oping a user-friendly app, which will
allow area residents to access breaking
news, sports and information on the
Herald’s website at the touch of a button.

The Herald’s commitment to timely;
thorough coverage, solid writing and
eye-catching design has earned the paper
recognition in the industry:.

The Herald has been named Newspa-
per of the Year in its circulation class
three times since 2011, with the latest
award coming at last year’s Associated
Press Managing Editors Conference in
Corpus Christi.

The paper took second-place honors in
2009, 2010 and 2012.

In addition, the paper has been hon-
ored in 2016 and 2017 for its investigative
reporting with TAPME’s Star Investiga-
tive Report of the Year, the top award for
the paper’s circulation category.

The paper also received two consecu-
tive Star awards for Opinion Writing in
2016 and 2017, as well as the top statewide
award across all circulation categories
last year.

Between 2015 and 2018, the Texas As-
sociated Press Managing Editors have
honored the Herald with 63 awards for
outstanding reporting, photography and
design.

The Herald continues to tackle issues
of importance to Central Texans, includ-
ing several that hadn’t been brought to
light.

Over the last year, the Herald pro-
duced a heavily researched series on
the impact of burn pits on soldiers who
reported severe and terminal health
problems they attribute to chronic toxic
smoke exposure during deployments to

the Middle East and Africa.

The Herald also offered intensive
coverage of the Killeen school district’s
$426 million bond election, exploring its
impact on the district’s taxpayers.

The paper also shined a light on the
Killeen area’s regional water district,
which hadn’t had an election in 24 years.

Over the course of the last year, the
Herald took a close look at the district’s
operations, the water board’s lack of
transparency and the district’s attempt
to do away with board elections in favor
of an appointed board.

The water board coverage was part
of the Herald’s continuing efforts to
inform readers about the importance of
local water resources and the need for
accountability among the entities that
control those resources.

Other segments of KDH Media Group
also expanded their offerings during the
past year. KDH Digital Services and the
Herald’s full-spectrum commercial print-
ing service, KDH Printing, continued
to provide a wide array of products and
services to local businesses.

In addition to its award-winning daily
publication, the Herald continues to
produce and publish three established
weekly publications — the Harker
Heights Herald, Copperas Cove Herald
and the Fort Hood Herald.

In conjunction with the Temple Daily
Telegram, the Herald also publishes a re-
gional magazine called Tex Appeal. Now
entering its eighth year, the high-gloss
publication features profiles focusing on
local individuals and businesses.

As the longest continually operating
business in Killeen, the Daily Herald
remains a trusted source for news and
information — committed to timely;
accurate and thorough coverage of the
issues that impact Central Texas.

“It is exciting to be a part of the growth
and development of our area,” said Sue
Mayborn, the Herald’s editor and pub-
lisher. “We take very seriously our role
and responsibility of being a credible
news source.”
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[254)295 UMHB
{254)698-8642
www.umhb.edu

MONTEITH
Absioct [Tele Compaormy

BELTON
254-939-5791
KILLEEN
254-526-7586
SALADO
254-947-3922
TEMPLE

254-773-9035

Dum* HLRALI)

g,,un
1609 Forence Road

011500

YOURTRUSTED SOURCE
FORNEWS & INFORMATION

W kchnews.com
itablithed im 1630

|
FIRST
NATIONAL
BANK rexas
KILLEEN
102 B, 36th 5S¢
4304 E. Cen. Tex. Exgrwy.
SO M, Gray St
XML Trimenier Ad
2511 Trimmicr Rd. (H-E-B}
140K} Lawwres Bived. (Walmart)

3404 W, Sean Schlaever Lp,
1100 W, Sean Schiuerer Lp
COFPERAS COVE

107 W, Hwy, 190
2890 E. Hwy. 180 (H-5-8)
HARKER HEIGHTS

201 B. Cen. Tex, Ex

6071 Trvdian Tr, (H-F-B)
2000 Heighu Dy, (Walnsart)

= 254-554-6699 ..

{ET wiww, 1atnk.com

— e
TEMPLE DAILY

TELEGRAM

Tawkiy dlvfrrmminrs bitevorrog:

105, 3rel Stroet | Temple

778-4444

LorT, VErnON
& Comrany, PC.
CERTIFTED MUBLAC ACCOUNTANTS

Vo e g BT

Serving
Central Texas
since 19200

Office Essentials
Janitorial & Office Supplies
Furniture & Space Planning

Promotional Products

perryop.com

JEHNSUH REIIIFIHB .

Residential/
Commercial

254.662.5571

GREEN’S

Sausage House
Zabcikville

+ Sausage

* Ham

* Bacon

+ Homemade Bread
» Sausage Burgers
* Kolaches

254-985-2311
16483 State Hwy 53
Temple, TX 76501

LN J_.ﬂ'. ;
?t ;mnsuu

JEWELERS INC.

Serving the Area
Since 1946

2102 W.S. Young
(Mext fo Kileen Mal)

(254) 699-4653

Serving the Community siace 1954

« Tax Preparation and Planning
- Bookkeeping Servicas
« QuickBooks Canwulling

= Audita
« Fraud Inveitigation

Killeen [254) 526-0571
Temple (254) 778-4783
Copperas Cove (254) 547-2171

HALLMARK
SERVICE CO.

Sales » Installation
Sarvice All Makes & Badals

TURN IT) TE EXTERTA
Bas Dealor for Dotmiis.

@ e
MG AL Stan Schiveter Lo
Nlleen, Ty

254-634-5317
TeiR29ese

506 N. 38th 5t * Killeen
254-693-8200

503 N. Main = Belton
254-839-241
500 W. Barton & S1h = Temphe
254-773-4564

www, arperialasek.com

PEST CONTROL INC.
Professional Protectors
of Health & Property
Since 1956

Residential &
Commercial

1506 Flarence Rel.
Killeen, Texas 76541

634-2646
634-7645

(REATER CENTRAL TEg

3305E.ElmsRd
Killeen, TX

254-690-2274
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New Year,
New Career!

Check out the
Daily Herald’s Classifieds
to target the right career
opportunity for you.

DON'T FORGET TO LOOK FOR THE

J0BFinder

SECTION EVERY WEEK IN THURSDAY'S DAILY HERALD.

cultural
activities
center
Family Entertasment

Meeting Spaces, and Texas Maii

AzaLee MarsHALL
Curltural Activities Center

254-773-9926
3011 N. Third 5t.
Temple, TX

www.cacARTS.org

Kilgen, TX TE541

Art Exchibits, Dance, Art & Clay Classes,

KILLEEN
BOWLERAMA
on the cormer of

38" and Rancier
699-5222
PARTIES
LEAGUES
FAMILY

Serving Pets
and People
Since 1961

WILLEEY

VETERINARY
CLINIC

13X1 l’r-rﬂhing Do,

634-0242

Saldier Center - Bldg. 18010
Warrios Way Dr. - Bldg. 85004
Clorke Rd. - Bldg. ¥107%

TJ Mills Bivd. - Bldg. 109
Claar Cronk Bd. - Eldg. 50005
210 Comstitetion De Ste. &

T-DAY BANKING CENTER
Inside Main PX
Clear Creek B4, - Bidg. 4250

@ 254-532-3000 s

mE www.thnb.com

PAPERG

HEGFING BUEIMIERNE CROW LwD T 14T

Helping businesses
grow since 1972,

Family owned
and operated

526-4303

www. papergraphicsitd.com

203 Elbert Lane
Harker Heights

699-2685
699-8464

Residential-Commercial
Free Estimates

VFW #3892

MEETING: 2D SATURDAY
EACH MONTH AT 10AM
&'WE ALSD SERVE BREAKFAST

201 VFW DRIVE
HARKER HEIGHTS, TX

254.699.7139

Wilson Derr
Thompson, P.C.

od

Certified
Public
Accountants
100 West Kathey Road
Harker Heights

699-7625

www.widtcpas.com
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“Thanks for all of
your support!”™
M-F T:00AM - 5PM

SAT. BAM - 1PM

602 West FM 2410
Harker Heights

254-699-3491
heightslumbarsupply.com

McDowell

ENTERPRISES INC.
Plumbing, Heating, and AfC

\(

805 5, Amy
Harker Heights, TX 76548
Ph: 254-699-3511
Fax 234-699-7381
cme_ 747 Evahoo.com
M-36242
TACLB47394E

TOTAL CAR CARE

“World's Largest
Transmission
Specialist”
Kathy Younker
699-2383

Killeen
4110 E. Velerans
Memaorial Bhvd., 76543

N‘IMEHCHI'IH
Laser § Center Custom Living
Prowiding Quality, Compeaisionate Fet o
Medical Care since 1976,
Offeing the benefts of e surgeryfor your oJ Clark ey
pefs.
Jimmy Clark
254.547.3300
jclarkhomestx.com
wgoh 5. FM nb
Copperas Cove

RMEHART REAL ESTATE
INSPECTION SERWICE

Commencial lnspecions
Backfiow Testing

Haomi Inspections

Harkar Haights, TX 75548

Physical Address:
Cantral Teoms Home
Buikders Association
445 E. Coanfiax
Harkier Heighta, TX

Office; 2546901186
Fauc 254 Fa0.1169
rinshadinspactionffhotecom
wanwrealastatainspection. ne

-
AdventHealth

AghventHealth.oom

2205, Clear Creek Rd

CHARLES

CONSTRUCTION
Remodeling Specialists

Total Remodeling:
Siding & Windows,
Room Additions,
Roofing, etc.

Call an Honest Prorfe_ssiunal!
charlesconstruction.co

254.542.2158
254.394.3386

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT SALES,

VAN CONVERSIONS, VEHICLE LIFTS &
HOME MODIFICATIONS
donsmed@yahoo.com

254-770-1778

HUNTER

REMTALS B SALES

“Make the Right Move.”

1503 W. Stan Schlueter Lp.
Killeen, TX 76549

254-634-3311

www, HunterRentals.com

- N R

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

SINCE 1380!
= HVAEG Instalkation
+ HVAG Repairs Thank You
= Air Duct Cleaning to all our valued customers
. I&lﬂ'ﬂ Clezning for your business
+ WA Pars R.K. BASS

o ELECTRIC
’ %

‘ A"rmax 1200 E. FM 2410
254.547.2408 Harker Heights
AIRMAKX-AIRGARE.COM

TACLB12803F 698-8751

ADVERTISE YOUR

FIND YOUR
DREAM HOME -0R- HOME(S)/RENTAL{S)

M SLHDRSSATLARDAY'S WHEN U CALL (254 5017500
KDHNEWS.COMMREAL ESTATE

L
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EE?:H"E"_ e .
* Embroidery
« Lettermen Jackets
« Custom Logos

+ T-shirt Quilts

= Sorority &
Fraternity Logos
= Alterations
509 South 2nd Street,
Killeen, TX
(254) 628-8788

FIRST
COMMUNITY
MORTGAGE

A dremion of Feet Mafionad fank Teass

1065, WS, Ynmﬁtlulsrl
T 2900 Tramener

107 W, Hwy. 190

201 E. Cen. Tex. Exprwy.
JHY W Cen Excpwy, Spe. 300

TEMPLE

T34E W, Adams Awe, Ste 200

I, Ste 402

www. FCMloansdu.com
254-526-5100

TMPLCTRRINT PROFTRIAONALS

1801 Trimmier Rel, #A-7
554-5700

Temple
200 W, Calhoun Ave.
771-5595

Killeen Auto Brokers

Sorvimg Our
Mhilitary!
Guarantesd
Credit Approval
805 E. RAMCIER AVE. KILLEEN, TX
254-526-4889
306 SOUTH 15T STREET
COPPERAS COVE, TX
254-547-0289

killeenautobrokers.com

BOARD
CERTIFIED  °

Juvenile Law

455 E. CENTEX Expy
Harker Heights, TX

254.699.3755

Free Indtial

I"a.\l.'llwnl. Plans
Consuliation

Available

By theer Teevers Bewrred of L‘_‘r
Legal Speclalization ™~ R
Criminal Law v
Family Law K

H&M PLUMBING

LOCALLY OWNED
ANDOPERATED BY
TEXAS VETERANS
Serving Bell County
Copperas Cove and Waco Texas
Miliary, Disabled and
Senior Discounts

711 Stagecoach Rd,
Killeen, TX
(254) 628-1004

- Ht:uus.anf
2 Smiles

Dr. Aditi Saxena, DDS

30 E C

¥vi

Volunteers
Incorporated

2201 E. Veterans
Memorial Blvd.
Killeen, TX

(254) 501-7878

af el pling sour
ey ity fimsd tele

Singls Family Hlomes,
Townibroe

Duphesss
Apartmsnts

S80 F Cantrsl Taxss Expy
Hmrioss Hislghts, T 78348

(254) 698-4113

wiaw, colenlalrepm . com

SUPPORT OUR
TROOPS

Anglos list

¥
Serving Your Family™
Tommy & Andrea Shaw

(254) 690-8484

www.shawproperties.net

3513 Flarence Rd, Killeen, TX
254.526.5410
ellisairsystems.com

- - I\.‘_ . -
TTD Bookkeeping
Offering ALL the sendces of

the big companies af LESS
than HALF the costl

« FEDERAL & STATE TAX RETURNS
* BANK PRODUCTS
« DIRECT DEPOSITS OFFERED

ACCURACY GUARANTEED AT
NO EXTRA COST TO YOu!

254-526-0111
or 254-526-4080
512 5, 2ND STREET
KILLEEN,TX 76541

GREATER
KILLEEN
CoOMMUNITY
CLINIC

Providing hope and
healing to those in
medical need.

T18 M. Ind 5L STE. A » Killeen

618-4211

LOCKSMITH

wearw.popabacihilleen.com

254.554.9966
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Take clases

= Pharmacy Technic
= Dgntal Ass
Medical Trar
= 1CD- i
fer Medical Coderd
= Growp Fitness/Perscnal Training

Payment Plans Available
¥A and MyCAA approved

(866)516-8274
WEB: prademyofmedizalprofossions.com

online, auyrine

7 locations In tml‘hm
bigredbomselfstorage.com
Call for details:
254-554-7353 or
254-526-4848

Brown’s

Temporary
Apartments

“It’s Almost Home!”
2 & 3BR Apts.
(& 3BR Houses w/ garage)
Furnished
to the knife & fork!

brownstempapts.com
254.634.8554

Lillie Aguero & Associates
Kirn Walker, Tax Preparer
Tax & Bookkeeping

Services

Enrolled to practice
before the |.R.5

620 5, Gray Streat, Killeen
(254) 554-8736

www. Lagueng-apn.com
A0+ yrs. experience

=& habla espafiol

I
I A N 5

DD aa‘?(

COLLISION REFAIR SPECIALISTS

KILLEEN

1522 S.FORT HOOD ST.
KILLEEN, TX 76542
254-554-8506

www.DandDBodyShop.com

SEDONA STAFFING

We Know People

Killeen
690-5627

Temple
791-5627

Waco
666-9494

wwwsedonastaffingt.com

Visit
KDHHOMEFINDER.COM
for more on

SALES, FOR RENT, AND SERVICES!

1

GROUP

T R

Life is tough...
you deserve

A Soothing Touch

massage therapy
by Jani Kelly, LMT

MTOZI730

(254) 368-1695

Visit
AScothingTouch.genbook.com
for 20th Anniversary Specials!

If you can dream it,
we can print it!

SOLDIERS

4000 Bacon Ranch Rd,
Killeen, TX 76542
(254) 618-5140

waw soldiersofrealeate om
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RAYMOND JAMES

FINAMCIAL SERVICES, IMC

Mempas PIRESIEIFE

Susan B. Miichell
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

200 Tammder, Suite 105
Kalleen, TX 76541
[254) 354-44206
(87T} 323-3875

susan, marchellE ram wljames.com

A premium, full-color magazing
showcasing area real astate,

Take advantage of contract
pricing for additional savings
when you advertise regularly.

Daliverad to over 400 locations
throughout Central Texas.

KDHHDMEFNDER.COM

( JOBFINDER )

Central Texas'
#1 Source For Jobs

DALY HhR.\I ]

kdhnews.com

KitLees Dany HEraLp

“H

1 MILLION

VIEWS PER MONTH

501-7500

Fatitn 1

CD\’E HER&LD

Bring

Keeping up with
the latest news
in Copperas Cove.

wivntkelhnews.com

aw501-7470

FOR MORE INFORMATION
D.aﬁii_hgju,u

2 Ui s Movews

S=Heiiin

IRA ) BRAND, LUTCF
(254] 547-6300
BRAMOC FINANTLAL
SERVICES

COH CONE
raBrand@alistate com

@
Alistate.

Wi T D] Pl

arker Heights

ERALD

Serving
Harker Heights, Belton
Salado & Bell County

harkerheightsherald.com

CALL
501-7500

FOR MORE INFORMATION

[ERALD

See whae a grear ad
in Tex A]\pl;:ll can
do for vour business!

Call Today!

Tex Appeal

fn & Syl i Contral Tmcan

Advertising: Call (254) 501-7500

AN, Com

DIGITAL
AGENCY

We Sell Results!
Google™ loves Newspapers!
Let us help your busines
appear on page | of Google
Wk W, ingethe i prine & icital achvertising
o create results for our local businesses.
Gve 1 @ call Ber one of ouF ackvertising
consuitants 1o create i FULL analysis of your
achvertising effons WITH a side by side
compartson with your competiions.

& KDHMEDLA GROUP

kdhdigitalservices.com
1254) 5047445

Ty f[l*l-ﬂ.l!l

Rt B

edlewerkes
oz Chited & Lmbnowlory

100 Coove Teprace
Slmppu]g{'}mu r
Coppéras Cave,
TX 76522
(254) 542-6335 !

www.nedlewerkes.com '

L s A

BLACK HEART
Tattoo Calle
124 Indian Trail Harker Heights ]'

00

EflackHeartTattonlcllective

254213 3321

“BIG HOSS”
BAR-B-QUE
& CATERING

“The Brand in Demand”

(254) 699-HOSS (4677)

(254) 702-8243
www.bighossbbg.com

© S ocTos

¥

300 Morgan St
Harker Heights,
TX 76548

www.smiledoctors.com

dogay Doggies
Groeming, Reoming, & Dagoare Too

2549 547 9663

301 W Business 190

Copperas Cove, TX 76522
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Union State Bank’s purchase will lead to a new name

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

longtime area
bank will go
under a new
name in 2019
after its purchase was
authorized by the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance
Corporation in 2018.

Union State Bank, a
90-year-old, Florence-
based financial institu-
tion, with a branch in
Harker Heights, was
formally acquired by
Citizens National Bank
in January 2018.

In addition to the
branch at 335 E. Farm-
to-Market 2410 in
Harker Heights, Union
State Bank has branch-
es in Killeen, Florence,
Georgetown, Liberty
Hill, Round Rock and
Temple, offering a
full range of banking
services.

All of Union State’s
former branches have
not yet changed their
names.

The acquisition agree-
ment between Union
State and Henderson
Citizens Bancshares
— Henderson-based Cit-
izens National’s holding
company — created a
36-branch combined en-
tity totaling $2.3 billion
in title assets.

Union State had eight
branches with $470 mil-
lion in assets as of June

RVYNEHART

REAL ESTATE INSPECTION SERVICE

COMPREHENSIVE PROPERTY INSPECTIONS

Top Row: Michael Cox, Bruce Ebbert,
Steven Rinehart, Michael Beard

Bottom Row: Norma Baker, Steve Philen,
Joe Vann, Monica Skelton

HERALD [ FILE
The Killeen branch of Union State Bank is seen at 315 E.
Avenue G.

30, 2017.

“This is a great fit for
us,” said Coleen Beck,
president and CEO of
Union State, whose
family has had majority
ownership of the bank
since 1972. “The com-
bined strengths of the
banks will benefit our
customers, employees
and communities.”

Union State Bank
was chartered in 1928
and founded in 1930 in
Florence, according to
the bank.

“Cireat things in business are never done by one person.
They're done by a team of people.”

“We are proud to be
partnering with USB
and its seasoned team,”
said Brad Tidwell,
president and chief
executive of Citizens
National. “It’s an excit-
ing opportunity to serve
the customers of Union
State Bank and Citizens
National Bank — offer-
ing each an expanded
footprint and higher
level of service.”

Longtime bank of-
ficial TE. Beck retired
in March 2017. Beck
had been an employee
of Union State Bank
for 60 years, and retired
as the executive vice
president.

Another local bank
also changed ownership
in 2018, as First State
Bank-Central Texas
merged in June with
BankcorpSouth, a Tu-
pelo-Mississippi-based
institution with 264

| i T[IIﬁ

"‘ﬁ'-‘:ﬁ? 20174

LIC # TREC 5385, 10422, 21308, 21408, 23230, 23289 FHA C383, VA DX9, TOLR 1141, 223660, 708, TCEQ 12313, TDN 3605, TSBPE 3305

banking locations.

The bank has branch-
es in Harker Heights,
Belton, Copperas Cove,
Salado and Temple.

In other banking
developments, five area
banks received a “supe-
rior” rating from Bauer
Financial in March.

The five banks are:
First National Bank
of Texas, First Texas
Bank, First Texas Bank
in Lampasas, National
United Bank in Gates-
ville and Union State
Bank.

Bauer’s star ratings
are assigned on a scale
of zero to five-stars,
with five being the
strongest, and reflect
the overall financial
strength of the institu-
tion.

All five area banks
included in the report
received a rank of five
stars.

Steven E. Rinehart

ICC Master Code Professional
Office: (254) 690-1186

Fax: (254) 690-1169

www.realestateinspection.net
[ §] facebook.com/thetexasinspector
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Multiple new businesses opening inareacities

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Over the course of 2018, Killeen
permit officials issued permits worth a
total value of $207.30 million.

Several new business are making
their way to Killeen in the near future,
with a variety of business permits
being issued in 2018. The combined
value of all new commercial business
permits is $16.26 million.

Many of the new businesses coming
to the area are retail stores, including
a new Aldi’s, which officially opened
in the beginning of December after
breaking ground in April.

The new Aldi, a discount grocery
store where customers typically bag
or box their own groceries, is located
at 3501 W. Stan Schlueter Loop, east of
Robinett Road.

The Gun Range, new indoor shooting
facility at 2401 S. Fort Hood St., had a
soft opening on June 30. The business
includes 12 handgun lanes, four rifle
lanes, a state-of-the-art simulator, a TV
lounge of live feed of those shooting
in the handgun range, a snack bar, a
retail section and on-duty gunsmith.

CarMazx, a used-car dealer chain,
will also be moving to Killeen on the
former site of Faith Point Church,
3504 E. Central Texas Expressway, an
area surrounded by other car dealers.

In addition to CarMax, multiple
car-care businesses were permitted in
2018, from car repair and oil change
services to multiple car wash facilities.

Take 5 Oil Change was the first oil
change business to be permitted, ap-
pearing on the city’s permit report in
February. The business will be located
at 1003 Bacon Ranch Road.

The Quick N Clean Killeen car wash
was also permitted in February, and is
located at 3402 W. Stan Schlueter Loop.

In addition to those two, Galaxies
Express Carwash is located at 1300 E.
Stan Schlueter Loop and the Wal-Mart
located at 1380 Lowes Boulevard will
be getting a gas station.

Another business coming to the
area is Pet Supermarket. Valued at
$1.77 million, the building housing Pet
Supermarket will be a sizable addition

Burger King is seen Feb. 2 in Harker Heights.

to Killeen, with an estimated square
footage of 15,204 feet. The business is
located at 2602 Trimmier Road, south
of Bacon Ranch Road.

HARKER HEIGHTS

Over the course of 2018, Harker
Heights permit officials issued permits
worth a total value of $52 million.

Harker Heights new business per-
mits were worth a total value of $4.85
million.

The city saw a new medical business
open in 2018, Ace Dental, which is lo-
cated at 300 E. Central Texas Express-
way. The business offers affordable,
quality dental treatment to patients in
the Central Texas area.

A few new restaurants are coming to
the city, and some have already arrived
according to the city’s permit report.

Burger King and Raising Cane’s —a
burger joint and a chicken restraunt,
respectively — have both opened their
doors for business in the city. Burger
King is located at 680 E. Knights Way.
Raising Cane’s is located at 335 E.
Knights Way.

ANGELA SIMS | HERALD

The city is also getting a Dunkin
Donuts/Baskin Robbins combo restau-
rant, which is currently under con-
struction at 529 E. Knights Way.

In the fall, the city welcomed Palm-
eras Tex Mex Con Sabor, an upscale
Mexican restaurant to the Market
Heights shopping center.

Tropical Smoothie Cafe, located at
300 E. Central Texas Expressway #400,
opened Aug. 24, 2018. In addition to
selling smoothies, Tropical Smoothie
Café menu features toasted wraps,
sandwiches, flatbreads and bowls. It
also has a kid’s menu.

COPPERAS COVE

Over the course of 2018, Copperas
Cove permit officials issued permits
worth a total value of $34.91 million.

The city of Copperas Cove also
issued a few permits for the construc-
tion of new businesses. Four business
permits were issued in Copperas Cove
worth a total value of $3.33 million.

One of the new businesses that
arrived was a Popeye’s restaurant, a
Louisiana-style chicken eatery.
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Killeen-Temple area homes
see sizable increase in value

BY KYLE BLANKENSHIP
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Home values in the Killeen-Temple
area saw a 4.1 percent year-over-year
increase in the fourth quarter of 2018,
according to the Texas A&M Real Estate
Center.

The average home price in the Killeen-
Temple area was $160,000 in last quarter
of 2018, up from $154,000 the year before.
There were 506 homes sold in the area
in December 2018. That was down from
apeak of 708 homes sold in June. The
inventory count in December was 2.9
months.

The average home spent 75 days on the
market, and 15.5 percent of homes were
foreclosed upon.

Traditionally, area home values since
2000 have been mostly flat, Killeen Real-
tor Brian Adams said, as they just keep
pace with inflation. There is plenty of
new construction, which generates an
ample supply of inventory to keep up
with the housing demand.

“We are doing a little better than infla-
tion now, based on single-family home
resales in the Fort Hood area (Killeen,
Harker Heights, Copperas Cove, Nolan-
ville, Kempner, Lampasas, Florence,
Gatesville),” Adams said in an email.

Killeen survived the 2008 housing crash
relatively unscathed because home values
had not climbed anywhere nearly as
dramatically as they had in places like
Florida, California and Nevada. Foreclo-
sures are still prevalent in the area but
dropping. The overwhelming majority of
foreclosures — about 65 percent of them
— are due to VA home loan foreclosures.

Buyers shouldn’t count on apprecia-
tion when buying a home, according to
Adams. But real estate is an inflation-
resistant asset, and the Fort Hood area
is keeping up with the national market,
which is beating inflation soundly, he
said.

The average price of a home in the
Fort Hood area was $105,000 in 2009. The
same figure in 2016 was $118,950.

The average home in Copperas Cove
is valued at $98,000, according to Zillow.

Buyers shouldn’t count on
appreciation when buying a
home. But real estate is an
inflation-resistant asset, and
the Fort Hood area is keeping up
with the national market, which
is beating inflation soundly.

com’s market overview. That is a 1.6 per-
cent increase over the past year. Zillow
predicts that the average price will rise

2.7 percent within the next year, bringing

the average home value to $101,000. The
average listing price of the homes on
the market is about $162,075, which is up
from $136,500 from 2017.

The average property value for a home

in Nolanville is $132,800. Nolanville home

values have gone up a slight 1.7 percent
over the past year and Zillow predicts
they will rise 2.6 percent within the next
year. The average list price per square
foot in Nolanville is $111, which is higher
than the Killeen metro average of $87.

The average property value in Gates-
ville is the lowest in the area at $90,700.
That’s still a 2.7 percent increase from
last year, according to Zillow.

The Harker Heights average property
value is $176,000, according to Zillow.
That’s a 3.7 percent increase from last
year.

The Killeen city property tax rate
has remained at 74.98 cents per $100 of
taxable value assessed since 2011. It was
raised to that rate from 69.5, which had
been the rate since 2007.

That property tax rate is the second-
highest in the area. Copperas Cove’s rate
is 79.79 cents, which is also unchanged
from last year, while Harker Heights is
unchanged at 67.7 cents and Belton’s is
65.98 cents.

The area’s average is well below that
of the rest of the country, who after a 6.7
percent increase in property value from
last year, now has an average of $207,600,
according to Zillow. That is projected to
increase another 3.1 percent in the next
year.
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End-of-year numbers show seller’s housing market in area cities

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD HUUSING PERM”S
2017 2018
It was a seller’s market in KILLEEN.................... 611 697
Killeen at the end of 2018,and HARKERHEIGHTS.......... 58 163
construction throughoutthe = COPPERASCOVE............ 133 185

year remained steady in order

to meet the demands of the the number of closed sales

market. increased by 14.9 percent from
Killeen permit officials November 2017.

issued 697 permits for the “Our market only loosely

construction of new homes follows the trends often

worth a combined total of pointed out by NAR,” Michael

$114.72 million in 2018. DeHart, executive director
According to Lawrence of the Fort Hood Area As-

Yun, chief economist for sociation of Realtors, told the

the National Association Herald recently:

of Realtors, home sales had In November, there were

been expected to decrease in 162 closed sales in Killeen,

2018 due to insufficient sup- according to a monthly report
ply and swiftly rising home published by the area Realtors
prices rather than a lack of group.

demand. However, accord- Currently, Killeen has a

ing to November’s housing
report, the most recent report
available from the Fort Hood
Area Association of Realtors,

housing inventory of 2.4
months. Housing inventory
— which is defined as how
long it would take before
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A row of new duplexes is currently under construction along Lowes Boule-

vard in Killeen.

all active listings are sold
if housing prices remained
static — has seen a drop in
Killeen since 2011, which
had a high of 9.1 months

of inventory, according to
information obtained from
the Texas A&M Real Estate
Center.

COPPERAS COVE

Copperas Cove has also seen
a steady supply of new houses
being built in 2018.

City building officials is-
sued 185 permits last year
for the construction of new
single-family residences,
worth a combined total of
$25.98 million.

Closed sales are also up in
Copperas Cove, according to
November’s numbers, though
by a smaller percentage.
There were 53 house closings
in Cove in November; up 1.9
percent from last year.

Currently, Copperas Cove
has a housing inventory of
just 2.2 months.

HARKER HEIGHTS

Harker Heights also had
an increase in sales from last
year, with 43 house closings

in November; a 4.9 percent
increase.

Permit officials issued 163
permits last year for the con-
struction of new single-family
residences, worth a combined
total of $45.90 million.

Harker Heights currently
has a housing inventory of 2.9
months.

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING

A 110-unit, affordable hous-
ing apartment complex is
on the way to the northwest
corner of Trimmier Road
and Stan Schlueter Loop,
according to Killeen permit
records issued in November.

Westwind Apartments is
a five-building complex on
6.42 acres of land at 4611
Trimmier Road. The total
value of the complex is $10.2
million.

In addition to Westwind
Apartments, numerous
permits were issued in 2018
for the construction of new
duplexes.

There were 66 permits is-
sued last year for the con-
struction of new duplexes,
worth a combined total
value of $10.60 million.
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Commercial demand remains high in Harker Heights

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

emand for commercial lots with-
in the city of Harker Heights
remains high, city officials said
this month.

“Many of the larger lots along I-14
have been developed by more of the big
box businesses and the focus of retailers
and restaurants has been strong for the
smaller commercial lots,” said Heights’
City Manager David Mitchell.

The commercial demand for lots in
Harker Heights is illustrated by the per-
mits pulled over the past three years.

In 2016, commercial permits had a
reported valuation of $2 million. 2017’s
reported commercial valuation was $3.3
million.

In 2018, the reported commercial valu-
ation more than doubled from 2017 at $6.8
million.

“The reported commercial valuations
for the previous years shows the rising
demand for commercial lots in the city;”
Mitchell said.

A number of new businesses opened in
Harker Heights in 2018.

“Restaurants and in particular quick

F 4
s Creeu Melee 16

et Adoption Center
(254) 953-5472

www.cl.harker-heights. tx.us

serve or fast food are some of the fastest
growing commercial businesses in the
country,” Mitchell said.

Harker Heights is no stranger to this
trend with Raising Canes and Burger
King both constructing and opening
stores in 2018 within the city A Dunkin
Donuts is also under construction within
the city and is expected to open this
spring.

For all three restaurants, it is the first
location in Harker Heights, though not
the first in the Killeen area.

Last fall, Palmeras Tex-Mex Con Sabor
brought its upscale fare to the Market
Heights Shopping Center, taking over the
spot formerly filled by Red’s Grill.

Looking forward, the city has another
restaurant in the permitting phases that
should be under construction in 2019.

Demand for strip commercial in the

city also remains high. A number of proj-

ects within the city were finish-out con-
struction within existing strip centers.
These brought service businesses such
as Oasis Nails and Spa and Knights Fam-
ily Dentistry.
Another strip commercial center is
in the permitting phases and should be
constructed in 2019.

City of Harker Heights
(254) 953-5600

Fire Department
(254) 699-2688

Police Department
(254) 953-5400

" Library
254) 953-5491

“Nationally; retail businesses have
greatly slowed their pace of develop-
ment. In fact, you may have seen in the
news the closing of stores by a number
of retailers such as Sears and JC Penney.
Service industries, however, continue to
have a strong demand for commercial
space,” Mitchell said.

The city continues to work closely
with The Retail Coach, the city’s retail
recruiter, to lure businesses to the city.
Retail recruiting takes time and effort.

To land businesses, cities must make
a case as to why their market is best for
them to locate in. The city, along with
The Retail Coach, continue to pursue a
number of retailers and restaurants for
the city.

“The Retail Coach and I are in constant
communication,” Mitchell said. “We are
always pursuing businesses that have a
more regional draw for locating along
I-14.

“Along our secondary commercial
markets like FM 2410 the focus is on
business that bring variety and proxim-
ity to our residents. Being able to shop
and eat close to home provides time to
do other things and a better quality of
life for our residents.”
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Heights busy with infrastructure projects

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The past year has seen several infra-
structure projects started or come to
fruition in Harker Heights.

STREET REHABILITATION PROJECTS

The city borrowed $3 million in 2018
for street reconstruction projects. These
projects have been engineered by KSA
Engineers and construction is under-
way by TTG Utilities, according to Mark
Hyde, director of Public Works for the
city of Harker Heights.

Clore Road has been completed and
Wampum Drive is currently under
reconstruction.

Projects that remain as part of the
overall reconstruction include: Intersec-
tion drainage work at the Oakwood/ Val-
ley Oaks intersection. Reconstruction
of Verna Lee Boulevard (to include
sidewalks), Aztec Trace (from Ute to
Osage to include installation of curb
and gutter), Boulder Run, Forest Circle
(from South Roy Reynolds to Moody),
and Moody Circle.

Verna Lee Boulevard is scheduled for
summer construction to avoid as many
conflicts with Harker Heights High
School as possible. The projects will
continue through most of 2019.

The city’s street maintenance projects
for 2019 include: Old Nolanville Road,
Fullview Court, Mountain Lion Road,
Roy Reynolds Drive, Dorothy Lane, and
Roy Reynolds Circle. These projects are
estimated at $1.3 million and are under
engineering with KSA Engineers.

“The City Council has made a commit-

ment to maintaining the city’s streets to
ensure that the City has a sustainable
and quality road network,” City Man-
ager David Mitchell said.

TRAFFICROUNDABOUT

The Traffic Roundabout at Commer-
cial and Heights drives is under con-
struction with an expected completion
date of early March.

This project includes constructing
a one-lane traffic roundabout at the
intersection of Commercial Drive and
Heights Drive to reduce the traffic con-
gestion on Commercial Drive.

ROD FORD | HERALD

The roundabout nears completion at the intersection of Heights Drive and Commercial Drive in

Harker Heights.

The city has been awarded Category 7
funding from the Texas Department of
Transportation for construction of the
project. Category 7 projects are selected
by the Killeen-Temple Metropolitan
Planning Organization with consulta-
tion from the Texas Department of
Transportation.

“This project was designed to alleviate
traffic congestion which in turn should
greatly enhance access to the commer-
cial properties in that area,” Hyde said.

EXPANSION OF FM 2410

To assist with heavy traffic volumes
due to area growth and the concentra-
tion of business along Farm-to-Market
2410, the Texas Department of Trans-
portation is widening FM 2410 from Roy
Reynolds Drive to I-14.

The project includes two travel lanes
in each direction and a center turn lane.

Sidewalks are being constructed along
each side of the roadway. Sound walls
are being installed in sound sensitive
areas along the route.

This project is expected to be complet-
ed in the summer.

EXPANSION OF I-14
To keep up with Central Texas’ grow-
ing population, the Texas Department

of Transportation is widening a section
of I-14 from four lanes to six lanes from
the city’s western limits to just west of
the Indian Trail overpass.

This project is under construction and
should be completed in 2020. “I-14 is a
critical piece of infrastructure to our
city and region for the mobilization of
Fort Hood assets, traffic mobility and
for the greater regional economy;” City
Manager David Mitchell said.

FUTURE PROJECTS

The Texas Department of Transpor-
tation has a west to east turn-around
bridge scheduled to be constructed on
the east side of FM 2410 beginning in
2020.

There are also plans to begin construc-
tion on I-14 from just west of Indian
Trail toward Belton in the coming years.

WASTEWATER LINE EXPANSION

The city hired Thonhoff Engineering
to engineer a gravity sewer line from the
city’s current wastewater mains gener-
ally to an area near Pueblo Trace. The
project is engineered and bid for con-
struction. Bruce Flannigan Construc-
tion was awarded the construction.

PLEASE SEE PROJECTS, 37
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PROJECTS

FROM PAGE 36

This line will allow the city to take out
an older sewer lift station that is out of
commission and also supply sewer ser-
vice to the new KISD middle school that
is under construction on Warriors Path.
The project is expected to be complete in
the next four months.

WATER STORAGE TANK REHABILITATION
The project includes cleaning, sand-
blasting and a re-coat of the inside and

outside of the Cedar Oaks 1 MG Stand
Pipe, Cedar Knob 100K Ground Storage
Tank, Verna Lee Ground Storage Tank
1.5 MG (inside only) and the Evergreen
150 K Elevated Tank (spot repair only).
The project was engineered by Walker
Partners and has been awarded for con-
struction.

DEMOLITION OF OLD STORAGE TANKS

This project is complete and included
the demolishment of the Arrowhead
300,000-gallon steel ground storage tank,
demolition of the old Maintenance
Pump Station, valve vault and 500,000-
gallon steel ground storage tank.

MOUNTAIN LION ROAD RETAINING WALL

This project is complete and included
removing the existing cross tie retain-
ing walls and existing privacy fences
on Mountain Lion Road from Wilder-
ness Drive to one lot past Modoc Drive;
construction of a 4 foot average height,
segmented block retaining wall with
new 6-foot-tall wooden privacy fences
and the relocation of the 6-inch water
line and fire hydrant assembly.

DRAINAGE MASTER PLAN CIPNO. 2

The project includes widening the
drainage channel from Clore Road to
Amy and from Indian Oaks Drive to
Clore Road. The project is currently
under construction and nearing com-
pletion. The project will increase the
capacities of the culverts and concrete
channels, reducing the limits of the
100-year floodplain and reducing the
flooding impact on surrounding proper-
ties.Funds for the project come from the
city’s 2018 Certificate of Obligation with
the drainage portion supported by the
Drainage Fund.

Harker Heights ASYMCA offers new programs act|V|t|es

BY STEPHANIE RATTS GRISSOM
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The YMCA has a long tradition of
emphasizing physical fitness, and
in fact opens its gyms to millions of
people nationwide every day of the
year. Its mission statement even reads,
“...healthy spirit, mind and body for
all.”

While the YMCA itself was estab-
lished in the United States in 1851, the
Armed Services YMCA has roots that
date back to the Civil War; in 1861, with
permanent establishment in 1889.

The Harker Heights ASYMCA is
continuing to honor those established
traditions, serving military members
and their families, as well as the civil-
ians in the community.

Since opening its doors in 2016, and
under the leadership of executive direc-
tor Sheri Yerrington, who took the helm
in the fall of 2017, the programs the
54,000-square-foot facility on Mountain
Lion Road offers just keep getting better
and better.

“As a veteran YMCA leader, (Sheri
Yerrington) knows the importance of
programming for communities and is
passionate about developing them here
at the ASYMCA,” said marketing direc-
tor Amanda Carlson.

Just in the last year; from January
2018 to January 2019, Carlson reports
the Harker Heights facility had a 15
percent overall growth.

“In January 2018, we only had approx-
imately eight programs. This January
2019, we have 33 programs,” she said.

Many of these programs are made
specifically with the military family
and its veterans in mind. Operation
Hero is a no-cost afterschool program
for grades two through eight, to help get
children back on track both in school
and at home, Carlson said.

Operation Little Learners is for chil-
dren 18 months to 5 years old.

“This helps parents in their roles as
their child’s first teacher; it gives them
skills to help their child develop,” Carl-
son said.

Then there is the Children’s Waiting
Room. Carlson said, “This is for mili-
tary families, free of charge, where they
can bring their child while they attend
doctors’ appointments.”

STEPHANIE GRISSOM | HERALD
Women and men take part in an Aqua Fit class in
the heated pool at the ASYMCA Wellness Center
in Harker Heights. Besides the pool, where swim-
ming lessons are offered year-round, there is also
awarm water therapy pool and sauna.

This program is available to all
service members and their dependents,
and provides up to two hours of child
care during medical appointments.

Of course, there are programs and
classes that are available to everyone,
not solely military.

“We’re not only available to the mili-
tary,” Carlson said. “We’re open to the
community.”

For instance, Child Watch provides
two hours of child care per day for
members during workouts, and before-
and after-school childcare programs
are available at 41 different elementary
schools in the Killeen, Copperas Cove,
Florence, Belton, and Lampasas School
Districts.

Holiday camps are offered during the
spring and summer school breaks, and
atraditional YMCA 12-week summer
camp is offered during the summer
break. A cooking camp and sports
camp are both currently in develop-
ment.

Kids’ Night Out is also offered twice a
month, which is an event where YMCA
staff will provide child care for a nomi-
nal fee and children ages six months to
13 years can enjoy dinner, movies, and
activities while parents can enjoy some
time out of their own.

The ASYMCA Wellness Center is
unique in its organization.

“We are the only Armed Services
YMCA that has a Wellness facility and
traditional YMCA programming any-
where,” Carlson said.
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Residential
demand
grows in 2018

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Harker Heights experienced contin-
ued demand for residential housing in
2018.

The city issued 160 single-family
residential permits in 2018 vs 156 is-
sued in 2017. The city’s population is
now estimated at 30,785 and growing.

With demand for residential lots
remaining steady, the city issued four
more residential permits in 2018 than
in the prior year.

“The growth of the city is tracking
nicely with our staff’s forecasting. The
larger remaining areas for residential
development have some topographi-
cal challenges that will result in more
engineering time and a slower market
delivery of lots.” Mitchell said.

“Harker Heights remains poised to
be a place of destination for residents
due to its unique sense of place, excel-
lent home values, quality infrastruc-
ture, safe environment and engaging
city parks and programs,” he said.

The city issued a total of 174 residen-
tial permits in 2018. Of those, 160 were
for single-family homes, and 14 were
for two-family homes.

Subdivisions experiencing the
majority of residential development
include: Tuscany Meadows, Whit-
ten Place, Evergreen, The Ridge, and
Knights Ridge. A new development
known as Cedar Brook Ridge off of
Farm-to-Market 3481 recently began
selling housing lots in 2018.

City staff believes that the current
residential development pace is the
new norm for the city.

“We feel the residential development
pace we have now will continue, with
some spikes that will occur as larger
lots are prepared to develop,” Mitchell
said. “Even with these developments,
topography constraints on available
vacant land will continue to dictate
the pace of residential development in
the city.”

Chamber signs

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Harker Heights Chamber of
Commerce Kicked off 2019 by hosting its
annual Awards and Celebration Banquet
on Jan. 28.

Awards presented at the banquet were
Chamber Ambassadors of the Year, Kern-
Cox Founders Award, Small Business
of the Year, Large Business of the Year;
Outstanding Community Partner of the
Year, Tourism Partner; Citizen of the Year,
Police Officer of the Year and Firefighter
of the Year.

The Board of Directors for 2019 are
Ryan Shahan, chairman, assisted by An-
nmarie McKenna, Jim McKinnon, Tony
Mino, Diane Walters, E.T. Ferris, Andy
Bass, Kenda Pacheco, Zach Dietze, Eva Ke-
agle, Luke Potts, Sam Halabi, Linda Angel,
Curt Gaines and Andy Curtis.

The chamber, with a membership of
880, an increase over last year, continues to
hold to its mission which is attracting new
business to the city; retention of new busi-
ness, supporting community partners,
“Keepin’ it Local, and sponsoring leader-
ship opportunities.

Gina Pence, president and CEO of the
chamber, said, “We firmly believe that our
sponsors, business partners and volun-
teers are what makes our efforts success-

Last year, the chamber launched a new
nonprofit allowing them to give back to
the community. The Harker Heights Food,
Wine and Arts Alliance is a non-profit
organization dedicated to fostering aware-
ness and innovation in the Central Texas
culinary; arts and educational program-
ming.

“This nonprofit stemmed from the suc-
cess of the food, wine and brew fest that
showcased local products and artists. The
alliance will allow us to foster new growth
in the arts culinary scene during 2019,”
Pence said.

The Chamber Food, Wine and Brew
Fest is only one of several huge events
that has a significant impact on the local
economy.

Attendance has reached as high as 6,000,
and after a slight drop due to the weather
in 2018, the chamber expects numbers to
be on the upswing this year. The fest is

GABE WOLF | HERALD
Representatives from Freedom Urgent Care/Se-
ton Medical Center accept the Large Business of
the Year Award from Harker Heights Chamber
President Gina Pence during the 2019 chamber
banquet Jan. 28 at the Killeen Civic and Confer-
ence Center.

held in September; each year.

Leadership opportunities range from
small group workshops to the popular
Vision XXI Program. This program is de-
signed to enhance community leadership
through shared knowledge and skill build-
ing. Classes will begin March 7 and will
meet the first Thursday of each month
from March through September with the
Vision XXI Graduation Ceremony sched-
uled for Oct. 3.

In addition, to the monthly meetings, the
class is challenged to create a class project
that will benefit the residents of the com-
munity.

For the fourth year; the class teams
up with Harker Heights High School by
involving teens in the program.

Beyond the public events sponsored by
the chamber; the staff spends many hours
assisting chamber members in providing
counseling about how to grow a business,
maintain a strong group of consumers,
marketing, technology and other useful
tools that will make members successful.

One of the newer events to be held for
the second year will be the Harker Heights
Frosted Mug 5K Run that will again
promote healthy living in 2019 through
showcasing local vendors. The first run
drew a crowd of 350 during a cold and
wind-driven Saturday in December.

This fresh run that featured local craft
beer incorporated into the run brought
runners from all over Central Texas to our
city.

“We’ll be hosting several of these runs
throughout this New Year;” Pence said.
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Mary Marie Multi-Use Center a highlight for Nolanville

BY BOB MASSEY
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Heading into 2019, Nolanville’s Com-
prehensive Plan continues to serve as
an actionable tool for the City Council to
achieve quality of life goals through in-
cremental improvements, City Manager
Kara Escajeda said.

“This past year, the City Council con-
tinued to work on the plan’s objectives
by focusing on a safe, active, walkable,
clean and beautiful city;,” Escajeda said.

The Mary Marie Multi-Use Center was
a top highlight for the city, Escajeda said.

“The ribbon cutting on Aug. 24 was
a celebration in the completion of the
project, and also signified the new com-
mitment from the Central Texas Boys
& Girls Club to operate an after school
program that is free for Nolanville resi-
dents,” she said.

The club offers a variety of program-
ming, including a youth garden club,
STEM club and sports club. The Center
is also being used to host a variety of
awareness activities.

Escajeda also noted city highlights in
several other areas:

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The city staff and boards placed spe-
cial emphasis on community activities
that would build identity and pride. The
Citizen’s Advisory Committee and the
Senior Buzz were venues used to help
develop new ideas for the city.

Last year the city held its first 100k
bicycle ride in cooperation with King of
the Mountain Cyclery. Other elements
added to the Annual Train Whistle Jam-
boree included the pie eating contest
and car show.

Escajeda said, “We incorporated some
smaller community events to include
the Back to School Bash & Movie Nights
with the help of Fry’s Restaurant,
Nolanville Lions Club and Economic
Development Corporation.”

She also noted a circus will be coming
to Nolanville later this year.

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

0Old Nolanville Road was a TxDOT
Safe Routes School project completed in
2018. The improvements included side-

HERALD |FILE
The Mary Marie Multi-Use Center held a ribbon cut-
ting Aug. 24 and houses the local Boys & Girls Club.

walks, widening of the road for shared
use and a bus stop loop.

Main Street Connectivity is another
TxDOT project that began in September
and is scheduled to be completed at the
end of this month.

The revitalization is still in progress
but the positive results from the facelift
are already very noticeable.

“Sidewalks leading to newly installed
HOP bus shelters help the community
identify alternative transportation re-
sources; this is especially important for
those on a fixed income,” Escajeda said.

“Sidewalks and curbing also provide
better drainage and improved safety for
residents who walk to such services as
the post office and food pantry.

“Landscaping features, that will set
our Main Street apart from others, are
funded with the Governor’s Community
Achievement Award presented to the
City in March 2018.”

PARK IMPROVEMENTS

2018 provided additional opportuni-
ties to further equip the park with the
receipt of alarge park grant from Texas
Parks and Wildlife, Escajeda said.

The improvements will be installed
over the course of three years with the
basketball court to be the next element
installed. The construction plans for the
multi-use field and trails are currently
under review and almost ready for
bid. In subsequent years, residents can
expect to see a skate park and dog park.

STEADY GROWTH

Planning & Zoning’s major activity

for the year involved the Warrior’s Path
850-home concept plan.

This plan will add at least one elemen-
tary school and a planned neighborhood
commercial area.

P&Z also provided input regarding
implementation of the Park’s Master
Plan in conjunction with the receipt of
grant funding. The Cedar Heights devel-
opment is nearly complete and hous-
ing construction continues at a steady
rate in the Wildwood and Bella Charca
subdivisions.

BUSINESS GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

Andy Williams transitioned from
EDC president to mayor last year. The
City Council appointed Bryan Buck as
the new EDC President. The Economic
Development Corporation continues
its focus on Main Street improvements
designed to attract more commercial
business to the city.

The EDC acquired a vacant lot on
Main Street that will become a gather-
ing space for the community and facili-
tate special events. The corner of Paddy
Hamilton and Interstate 14 recently
broke ground for a new wellness center
and retail space.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Under the leadership of Chief of
Police Daniel Porter and his command
staff, the Nolanville Police Depart-
ment continues its proactive engage-
ment with the city’s residents and
business community.

The Police Department has teamed
with various state and other local
agencies to combat street crimes and
human trafficking offenses in the cen-
tral Texas area.

With the opening of the Boys &
Girls Club in the new Nolanville City
Park, the Police Department is tak-
ing advantage of the opportunity to
engage with area youth in a positive
way.

The Police Department has part-
nered with the National Alliance for
Mental Health (NAMI) to provide
training and education for officers
regarding mental health services and
support for city employees and resi-
dents that employees may meet.
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Florence chamber expects growth; city plans new pool complex

BY ERIN ESKEW
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Although no new businesses opened
in the last year, president of the cham-
ber of commerce Peggy Morse predicts
both residential and commercial growth
in the coming year.

There are currently 34 members in the
Florence Chamber of Commerce, Morse
said.

Lone Star Aggregate, which moved to
Florence last year; is open and is thriv-
ing, Morse said.

“There was a great deal of concern
when the community first heard the
asphalt plant was coming to our area,”
Morse said. “Throughout the process,
the company’s representatives assured
the community that they would be good
neighbors and diligently follow all rules
and regulations for blasting.”

Neighbors expressed concern about
one dynamite explosion shortly after the
company opened because they weren’t
given prior notice, Morse said. Residents
had told the Herald they were concerned
about the company’s use of water and
whether that would curtail supply in
the strained Middle Trinity Aquifer and
about truck traffic related to the busi-
ness.

Morse said Lone Star Aggregate was
initially not registered as a mining
company.

“That certification was quickly
acquired and neighbors are notified

in advance of any blasting that takes
place,” Morse said.

Salado Creek Saloon and Sunset Acres
Dog Ranch, which opened at the end of
2017 are thriving, she said.

Salado Creek Saloon is doing great
offers a full bar, along with special
attractions, such as live bands on the
weekends, multiple televisions tuned
to sporting events, karaoke, pool tables,
shuffleboards and more, Morse said.

“Sunset Acres Dog Ranch continues to
offer boarding for dogs, and are known
for the excellent care they give to all
their four-legged boarders,” Morse said.

Plans are in the works for the owner
of the historic building at 211 E. Main to
remodel it and open a coffee shop.

“Melanie Jamison still plans to
remodel the building at 209 E. Main and
open Blacksmith Coffee,” Morse said.

The old Remington Savings & Loan
Building was purchased in 2017 by
Randy Smedley of Georgetown, and he
restored it in the past year, Morse said.

She expects it will go on the market for
sale or lease in the next few weeks.

“Randy did an awesome job bringing
the building back to life, maintaining
much of it’s historic character, while
adding improvements that make it even
better than before,” Morse said. “It has
new beautiful windows and doors on the
front of the structure, as well as the rear,
which sport antique glass, which adds to
its appeal.”

Florence has also seen growth in hous-

ing options.

“Four new homes were built in town
and two older homes were completely
remodeled,” Morse said. “Two of the
new homes are occupied, as well as the
remodeled older home. The other three
homes are on the market.”

Two parcels of land were rezoned to
multifamily, Morse said, and the city
hopes the ground will break on those
projects in the coming year.

Along with new residential possibili-
ties, Florence is looking forward to open-
ing a new city pool complex, Morse said.

“The City received the final contract
on the pool complex this past week,”
Morse said.

The pool is projected to open this sum-
mer, but a firm date has not been set she
said.

“The pool complex will be beautiful
and such a great amenity for our town,”
Morse said. “The pool was financed
through a Texas Parks and Wildlife
Grant, with the City matching funds,
and all completed within the projected
budget.”

The Florence Chamber of Commerce
will hold its Annual Chamber Banquet
on April 18, beginning at 6 p.m. in The
Vineyard at Florence Belle Amore event
center.

“This year the Chamber is spotlight-
ing The Gault Archaeological Site and
celebrating the Gault’s certification of
the oldest habitation in the Americas,”
Morse said.
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Salado sees steady revenue increase

BY ERIN ESKEW
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

There are several con-
tributing factors to recent
growth for the village of
Salado — and that progress is
projected to continue.

“We’ve seen a steady and
consistent increase in sales
tax revenues over the past 12
months,” said Village Admin-
istrator Don Ferguson.

Ferguson attributes much
of that growth to the comple-
tion of the Texas Department
of Transportation construc-
tion project widening the
interstate.

“For a few years it was dif-
ficult to get to Salado because
of the construction,” Fergu-
son said. “I think people are
rediscovering Salado and the
unique things it has to offer.”

Another main contributor
to growth in the area is the
wastewater treatment plant
projected to be completed
this month, he said.

“We’re expecting the entire
system to be online by the
end of March if not early
April,” Ferguson said. “It has
been a long time coming, but
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Swimmers cool off in Salado Creek in Salado.

we're excited we are going
to see this project become a
reality.”

Ferguson projects the
wastewater plant will spark
growth the community
hasn’t seen in years.

“With the addition of a
full-functioning state-of-the-
art wastewater system, we’ve
seen an increase in interest
from subdivision develop-
ers,” Ferguson said. “We are
in active discussions with at

least three subdivision devel-
opers and my hunch is there
will be more in the future.”
But Salado’s growth isn’t
all focused on dreams for the
future. With the reopening of
the Stagecoach Inn, the vil-
lage has seen increased hotel
tax revenue, Ferguson said.
Businesses are reporting
increased revenues, he said.
“It’s one of those landmark
facilities that people relate to
Salado and I think its return
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and the quality redevelop-
ment that has occurred will
be increasingly beneficial to
the city for years to come,”
Ferguson said. “It has been a
plus so far and it will con-
tinue to be.”

In the coming year, Salado
ISD will begin construction
on a multimillion-dollar bond
package that was approved in
2018, he said.

A few small shops have
opened in Salado, but Fergu-
son reported no significant
growth in the business sector
in the past year.

Looking ahead, work is also
underway for the residential
and commercial sanctuary
development on the south side
of Salado, Ferguson said.

“We should see dirt being
turned on that project by the
end of the year,” he said. “It’s
a pretty significant develop-
ment for a small community.”

The police chief of Salado
recently took a job in south
Texas, Ferguson said, so the
village is currently searching
for someone to fill that posi-
tion.

“Other than that our forces
remain stable,” he said.
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BY DAVID PERDUE
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Belton has new uinesses

Planners in Belton say the
city could have over 30,000
people living there by 2030.
That’s why the city is already
laying the groundwork for
future industrial and retail
development.

City staffers involved in
planning economic develop-
ment and infrastructure say
Belton is moving at just the
right pace to meet future
needs.

Cynthia Hernandez, Belton
Economic Development
Corporation executive direc-
tor, said projects such as an
expansion of water and sewer
lines into South Belton show
the city is business ready.

“We understand that if in-
frastructure is in the ground,
it certainly makes it more
desirable for development.”

But the city isn’t moving
faster than it needs to, said
Public Works Director Angel-
lia Points.

“You don’t want to get too
far ahead of yourself,” Points
said. “We want to be very wise
about how we spend taxpayer
dollars.” Points said taking on
water and sewer projects too
soon wastes money, because
the city has to pay to maintain
that infrastructure whether
it’s used or not.

Currently; the city is extend-
ing a sewer line along Inter-
state 35 toward south Belton,
and a corresponding water
project funded by the BEDC is
also in the works. Points said
the extension may be shovel-
ready by the end of this year,
but it’s more likely to start
in 2020. The city is currently
negotiating easements with
landowners to run sewer
and water on the east side of
Interstate 35 to the Lampasas
River. “(It’s a) real cool jug-
gling act,” Points said, adding

o

, plans for gro

g

MICHAEL MILLER | FME NEWS SERVICE

Workers clear dirt for a boring pit on Loop 121 near Holland Road in Belton on June 14.

that she’s “trying to fit all the
puzzle pieces together” to get
out of the planning phase and
start construction.

Retail development is also
on Belton’s radar for 2019.

Judy Garrett, who leads
the city’s retail and tourism
efforts, said several big-name
brands will be coming to
Belton this year. Among them
is Tractor Supply Company,
which should break ground
for a new store in Belton near
Interstate 14 and Connell
Street later this year. Garrett
called the new store a “game
changer” that should help
attract other big names to
the city. She said two major
hotel brands are planning
new construction near the
Bell County Expo Center,
which completed a $30 million
expansion last year.

Garrett said a major reason
for the smooth progress of

development in Belton is
cooperation.

“The City Council, the City
Manager, the mayor, the Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion, the Belton Chamber ...
we all work together, she said.
“We’re all on the same team
and we work together to make
sure we maintain the right
pace.”

The city isn’t forgetting
about the downtown area.

A major renovation of East
Street between Central
Avenue and First Street will
begin later this year. The
project includes changes in
the sidewalks and parking
areas and the addition of
antique lighting to match
the current look of Central
Avenue.

BEDC head Hernandez said
a grant to help pay for the
project fell through, so her
organization stepped forward

with the money to fund it. The
BEDC is also planning to re-
store a historic building and
move back into the downtown
area once renovations are
complete.

But the city isn’t overlook-
ing the quality of life of its
residents.

Belton spokesman Paul
Romer said the city scored a
big development win last year
when it expanded Heritage
Park. The city council spent
about $2 million to acquire
85 acres of land to expand
the popular park. Romer said
economic development can
and should be tied to projects
like the park expansion.

“We continue to make this
a place where people want to
live, where there is good qual-
ity of life,” Romer said. “And,
as those rooftops continue to
multiply, we believe that retail
growth naturally will follow.”
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Darnall offers multiple ways for
troops, families to receive care

BY DAVID A.BRYANT \ /
,
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD
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arl R. Darnall Army Medical
Center at Fort Hood has been

expanding and growing patient \) —l b r
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average day, Darnall sees 3,700 daily
visitors, which equates to roughly 1
million encounters per year. Of those
visits about 1.2 million prescriptions
keep its 13 pharmacies busy.

Darnall’s command team, led by Col.
David R. Gibson, says the mission is to
provide quality, patient-centered care
that promotes soldier readiness, as
well as community health and resil-
ience.

Darnall also offers four U.S. Army
Medical Homes in the community to
provide medical care off-post for ac-
tive-duty soldiers, retirees and their
families. LISA DAVIDSON | HERALD

Army medical facilities function as  Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center commander Col. David R. Gibson, left, and hospital Command
family-practice clinics off post and
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work in conjunction with the hospital. certification and are in the review Court, off EIms Road near Stan Schlu-
The Killeen facility serves soldiers process for recertification. eter Loop.
and their family members in Killeen. Each clinic is capable of servicing The West Killeen Medical Home is
Those living in Harker Heights, Belton more than 8,000 patients. The clinics located at 5200 Bunny Trail.
and Salado are served by the Harker offer women’s health care, well baby The Harker Heighs Medical Home is in
Heights clinic, and the Copperas Cove and child exams, sports physicals and the Market Heights shopping center at
Clinic serves Cove, Kempner and school immunizations, minor surgery, 201 E. Central Texas Expressway, Suite
Lampasas. a pharmacy and laboratory services. 200.
In 2012, the three community-based The Copperas Cove Medical Home
clinics received their initial National =~ LOCATIONS Clinic is at 458 Town Square on West
Committee for Quality Assurance The Killeen facility is at 3404 Kaydence Business Highway 190.
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Clinic offers free
careinKilleen

BY LISA DAVIDSON
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

The Greater Killeen Com-
munity Clinic takes care of
the medical needs of thou-
sands of patients every year
— completely free of charge.

The clinic, at 718 N. Second
St., Suite A in Killeen, was

formerly known
. as the Greater
| Killeen Free
Clinic.
Executive
Director Marlene
DiLillo DiLillo explained
how the name
change symbolizes the begin-
ning of arebranding the
clinic is undergoing.
“We are going to have our
25th anniversary next year

S0 we are going to be off to
changing our logo and having
a big celebration,” she said.

The clinic offers free and
unbiased health care services
to give everyone the opportu-
nity to get the medical help
they require. While most
patients are not able to afford
the complete treatment, part
of the rebranding is to re-
mind patients to take a share
of their treatment plan.

“We started asking our
patients to contribute a small
amount towards their care,”
DiLillo said. “We don’t turn
patients away — we grant
waivers” for those who can’t
donate.

The Greater Killeen Com-
munity Clinic provides walk-
in acute care services for
primary care visits as well as
chronic disease management
by appointment. Check-in
times are 3:30 p.m. on Mon-

days and Thursdays, and 8:30
a.m. on Tuesdays.

Additional services include
psychiatric health as well as
dental and optometry care by
referral.

More importantly, however,
DiLillo wants everyone to
know that there are places
to go if someone is in need
for medical care and worried
about the bill following the
appointment.

“A lot of people know
someone who doesn’t have
health insurances, it might
be someone at your church,
it might be a relative of yours
but there are alot of charity
clinics around that can help
people,” she said. “Sometimes
people just don’t know how
toask.”

INDIGENT HEALTH

Bell County Indigent Health
Services Department helps
provide health care to low
income adults who do not
have minor children or do not
have a disability; according to
the organization at 309 Priest
Drive in Killeen.

The department manages
health claims processing and
works closely with the Greater
Killeen Free Clinic and other
organizations. Scheduled to
start soon is a pharmacy assis-
tance program that aims to get
high-cost medications free for
clients. The department is also
working to improve its social
navigation, linking clients to
the right provider or organiza-
tion that can help.

For more information, go
to http://wwwbellcountytx.
com/departments/indigent_
health_services/index.php.
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Seton Medical Center earns community awards

BYLUCY TAYLOR
SETON MEDICAL CENTER

With numerous community awards,
Seton Medical Center Harker Heights
(SMCHH) is approaching its eighth year
in Bell County with the same enthusi-
asm that earned community trust and
partnerships.

Most recently, the readers of the
Killeen Daily Herald voted the hospital
the best in Central Texas.

Dr. Jeremy Swain, DO, was also named
one of the best family physicians.

More area residents are now able to ac-
cess Seton Medical Center and its staff of
500 associates and more than 300 physi-
cians as it and Wellstone Health Partners
now accept Scott and White Health Plan
insurance products.

“This is exciting news for our hospital
and the medical staff as we will now be
able to serve the members of our com-
munity who have Scott and White Health
Plan insurance, giving them access to the
high-quality patient-centered health care
provided at SMCHH and Wellstone,” said
Zach Dietze, CEO at Seton Medical Cen-
ter Harker Heights. “The well-being and
health of our community is always at the
forefront of the decisions we make, we
feel confident that this decision will allow
us to better serve our community.”

Seton Medical Center remains a chest
pain accredited center and offers the
newest methods and best practices in
diagnostic and interventional heart care
to ensure that patients receive the right
care at the right time during the critical
stages of a heart attack.

Seton Medical Center also offers EKOS,
a state-of-the-art technology that uses
ultrasound to assist in the elimination
of pulmonary emboli. This technology
results in positive outcomes while dis-
solving clots in the main vessels in the
lungs and reducing the risk of bleeding
and death.

This technology is also offered for the
treatment of deep vein thrombosis in
lower extremities.

SMCHH highly trained cath lab staff
and board-certified cardiologists are able
to use this technology in the Heart and
Vascular Center at any time of the day or
night.

Seton Medical Center Harker Heights

was recently recognized by The Joint
Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval®
and the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association’s Heart-
Check mark for Advanced Certification
for Primary Stroke Centers.

Seton Medical Center Harker Heights
is the first facility in the region to receive
certification for Advanced Hip and Knee
Replacement.

To ease patient stress and provide valu-
able information before surgery, SMCHH
offers the Active Again Total Joint
Program. The Program, which is offered
twice a month, helps patients understand
what to expect the morning of surgery as
well as care for after surgery.

Patients will meet medical staff and
pre-register for their surgery, thus elimi-
nating registration wait time the day of
the surgery.

Being chest pain accredited means the
hospital is recognized by the American
College of Cardiology Accreditation Ser-
vices as an accredited Chest Pain Center.
Level IV Trauma Certification signifies
that Seton Harker Heights is able to
support the area through providing care
to trauma patients in the Emergency
Department.

Seton Medical Center Harker Heights’s
partnership with Freedom Urgent Care
continues to flourish. Freedom Urgent
Care now has two clinics — the original
clinic is located on the access road of
I-14 near Seton Medical Center Harker
Heights; the second clinic is located on
WS. Young Drive in Killeen.

Seton Harker Heights also continued to
take its patient care outside into the com-
munity. An outpatient therapy program
in partnership with the Armed Services
YMCA at the 54,000-square-foot wellness
center in Harker Heights, founded in
2016, is still providing care.

The Armed Services YMCA Wellness
Center offers the community a place to
exercise, relax and unwind, as well as
space to participate in Seton Medical
Center’s Rehabilitation program.

The clinic is devoted to physical, oc-
cupational and speech therapy, and the
partnership growth between SMCHH
and ASYMCA is substantial.

Its most notable expansion is the
ASYMCA Warm Water Therapeutic Pool.
The SMCHH Therapy Services Aquatic

Program, which takes place three days
per week, and treats patients in a warm
water therapeutic environment.

Additionally, Seton Harker Heights con-
tinues to staff providers at the Greater
Killeen Free Clinic to support the clinic’s
chronic disease management program.
This partnership focuses on continued
care to prevent unnecessary readmis-
sions and help patients manage their
care successfully.

As Seton Medical Center Harker
Heights nears its eighth year in Bell
County, the hospital has seen much prog-
ress in the past years. SMCHH is Joint
Commissions Accredited and dedicated
to continuously improving the safety and
quality of care while maintaining a high
level of quality and compliance with the
latest standards.

“One of our initial goals was to exceed
our patients’ expectations for service
and quality;” said Dietze. “We have suc-
cessfully met this challenge as proven
by our CMS Four Star Rating for both

PLEASE SEE SETON, 47

Indigent Health
Services Department

of Bell County

The Mission of the Indigent
Health Services Department of
Bell County is to be an effective
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providing financial access to health
services, including mental health

services for County residents.

For more information, please call
254-519-1229 or visit website
www.bellcountytx.com or Fmuail
frank.tyquiengeo@ bellcounty.texas.gov
Interested in Volunteering?
Please call 254-618-4194
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Baylor Scott & White promotes health, wellness

BY BAYLOR SCOTT & WHITE

As the largest not-for-profit health
system in Texas, Baylor Scott & White
Health promotes the health and well-
being of every individual, family and
community it serves. If its service area
were a state, it would be the eighth larg-
est, providing care to a population larger
than that of the state of Georgia.

Founded as a Christian ministry of
healing, Baylor Scott & White is proud to
honor its century-long legacy through its
commitment to improving accessibility,
affordability and the customer experi-
ence for all. Locally, several primary care
clinics continue to serve the community;
including Baylor Scott & White Clinic—
Killeen, which has served for more than
38 years.

Bell County continues to grow and
Baylor Scott & White has seen an
increase in patients visiting clinics in
Killeen, Copperas Cove and Harker
Heights. In addition, the Baylor Scott &
White Convenient Care Clinic—Killeen
serves primary care and urgent care
needs. Same day appointments are avail-
able at Baylor Scott & White primary
care and specialty care clinics.

Specialty care services at the Baylor
Scott & White Specialty Clinic-Killeen
Hemingway include: cardiology, obstet-
rics and gynecology, orthopedics, general
surgery, pulmonary, neurology and more.
The clinic’s pain management services
support a variety of outpatient services,
including spinal cord stimulation to help
manage chronic pain symptoms.

Baylor Scott & White Mental Health
Clinic-Harker Heights provides adult
mental health services as well as child
and adolescent mental health care.

Baylor Scott & White Cancer Cen-
ter—Killeen on the Advent Health Central
Texas campus has hematology/oncology
and radiation oncology services, includ-
ing an anti-coagulation clinic with same-
day appointments.

Baylor Scott & White Medical Cen-
ter-Temple, a Baylor Scott & White flag-
ship, has 636 beds and is the only Level I
trauma center between Austin and Dal-
las. It continues to provide personalized,
quality care, in addition to supporting
medical education and research.

Central Texas care needs — from colds

to chronic illnesses to complex surgical
procedures and transplants — continue
to be at the forefront of an innovative,
multidisciplinary approach to achieve
greater care coordination, reduce wait
times and improve the patient experi-
ence.

In 2018, Baylor Scott & White Medical
Center-Temple earned several awards
for excellence, including the prestigious
Advanced Comprehensive Stroke Center
certification from The Joint Commis-
sion.

“The award demonstrates the highest
quality in acute stroke care possible,”
said Dr. Jennifer Rasmussen, a neurolo-
gist on the medical staff.... It indicates
that we have expertise from critical care,
neurosurgery, stroke neurology, vascular
surgery, emergency medicine, and hospi-
tal medicine, plus we provide care to our
stroke patients in the outpatient setting
through a transition-of-care clinic.

“This integrated and standardized
care helps every patient get high quality
care,” said Rasmussen.

MCLANE CHILDREN’S

Baylor Scott & White McLane Chil-
dren’s Medical Center in Temple is the
area’s only Level IV pediatric trauma
facility. The new designation from the
Texas Department of State Health
Services in 2018 made it the lone Level IV
neonatal intensive care unit in the Baylor
Scott & White Health system, and placed
it with just 12 in the state and among the
highest-designated in the nation.

As the only children’s medical center
between Dallas and Austin, McLane
Children’s NICU cares for 800-1000 pa-
tients annually;, with infants ranging from
22 weeks gestation to term. The newest
accomplishment demonstrates McLane
Children’s ability to offer the highest
quality of care to the most complex and
fragile patients. As a Level IV NICU, the
unit incorporates a full range of pediatric
sub-specialists as well as a surgical team
that is on site and available around the
clock for consultation, care and emer-
gency intervention. More than 15 depart-
ments work together daily to address the
babies’ complex conditions and on-going
medical needs.

McLane Children’s celebrated seven
years of service Oct. 4, 2018.

In June 2018, a new logo was unveiled
that renewed our unwavering commit-
ment to patients, families and the commu-
nity—a toy train. Our new logo reminds
us of our legacy with anod to our
railroad roots in Temple, while keeping
us mindful of our purpose in health care
and in caring for pediatric patients.

Since opening in 2011, McLane Chil-
dren’s has recorded more than: 1.6 million
clinic visits (about 250,000 last fiscal year
alone); 189,000 emergency department
visits; 31,000 surgeries; and 28,000 inpa-
tient discharges.McLane Children’s offers
pediatric services, including primary
care, at the Baylor Scott & White McLane
Children’s Clinic-Killeen.

2018 AWARDS

American Heart Association/American
Stroke Association’s Get With The Guide-
lines-Stroke Gold Plus Quality Achieve-
ment Awardand the association’s Target:
Stroke Honor Roll Elite Plus award.

The American Heart Association and
The Joint Commission: Comprehensive
Stroke Center Certification — Highest
Quality in Acute Stroke Care possible

Extracorporeal Life Support Organiza-
tion (ELSO) Gold Level Center of Excel-
lence Award

American Heart Association: 2018 Mis-
sion: Lifeline STEMI Receiving Center
- Gold Plus Recognition Award

The Diabetes Education Center at
Baylor Scott & White in Temple received
arenewal of the prestigious American
Diabetes Association (ADA) Education
Recognition Award for the highest qual-
ity diabetes self-management education
program.

Recognized in U.S. News & World
Report’s Best Hospitals list, ranked No.

16 in the state. Ranked Best Regional Hos-
pital. Rated as high performing in four
procedures and conditions:

« Colon Cancer Surgery

« Congestive Heart Failure

«COPD

« Knee Replacement

The Clinical Sciences Institute (CSI) of
Optum:Center of Excellence (COE) for
Bariatrics — Awarded July 2018

Baylor Scott & White is among Becker’s
Healthcare 2018 list of hospitals and
health systems with innovation pro-
grams.
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Metroplex changes name, leadership in 2018

BY KATELYN ROBERTSON
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Metroplex Adventist Hos-
pital of Killeen underwent
some major changes in 2018,
including a new name and a
new CEO.

Adventist Health System
was re-branded and renamed
AdventHealth.

The hospital is owned by the
Altamonte Springs company;,
which boasts over 80,000 em-
ployees and nearly 50 hospital
campuses across nine states.
The re-branding of the hospi-
tal will not affect ownership
or business structure, hospital
officials said.

However, each campus was
individually named, and in
many cases, it was unclear
that the campuses shared af-

filiation. Adventist Health Sys-

tem was seeking to create an

optimized health care system

by creating a more unified

front and streamlining tech-

nology to allow information to

be shared between locations.
“Hopefully this will give our

patients even higher levels

of care. Our health system

is unifying under one name

which means we
will have greater
resources as
awhole,” said
Metroplex spokes-
woman Erin Ri-
ley in December.

Helping to lead
the name change was Kevin
Roberts, who assumed his role
as CEO on Sept. 24.

Roberts reports to Ken
Finch who serves as presi-
dent/CEO for both Adventist
Health System’s Southwest
Region and Texas Health
Huguley Hospital Fort Worth
South.

“Kevin’s wealth of experi-
ence and familiarity with
the Adventist health care
ministry, combined with his
exceptional track record of
hospital leadership, will be
very beneficial in leading
Metroplex Health System,”
Finch said in a press release
issued by the hospital. “We
are excited to have him join
our organization and confi-
dent the hospitals will thrive
under his leadership and
direction.”

Roberts has been with Ad-
ventist Health for more than

Robert;

SETON

FROM PAGE 45

Overall Quality and Patient
Satisfaction, and the hospital
received a Leapfrog Hospital
Safety Grade of “A” this past
year;” Dietze said.

“Seton in Harker Heights
is committed to providing
exceptional patient center
care to our community
across the service lines that
we feel privileged to offer the
community.”

In light of this, Dietze said,
Seton staff have worked hard

to complete disease-specific
certifications and are proud
of these accomplishments.

Chief Nursing Officer
Calee Travis said, “Quality
and safety in our hospital is
of the highest importance to
us. We strive to utilize best
practices and give the best
patience centered care. We
continually look for ways to
meet the needs of our com-
munity.”’

All physicians practicing
at Seton are board eligible or
board certified.

Lucy Taylorisamarketing and communication specialist
with Seton Medical Center Harker Heights.

20 years and has previously
served as president/CEO for
Adventist Health Glendale,
a 500-plus bed hospital in the

Los Angeles, California, area.

His experience also includes
serving in leadership roles
as president/CEO for Castle
Medical Center in Kailua,
Hawaii, and chief operating
officer and chief nursing
officer for South Coast Medi-
cal Center in Laguna Beach,
California.

In November, over 360
people attended Metroplex
Health System Foundation’s
24th annual Gold Star Gala,
one of the major fundraising
events the foundation hosts
each year.

The event concluded with
Foundation Board Chairman
Larry Linder presenting a
$100,000 check to Roberts.

The money from the gala is
being put toward a three-year
plan to build a new wellness
center on the Metroplex cam-
pus. The facility will house
community programs such as
free wellness classes, support
groups, health screenings, flu
shot clinics and healthy cook-
ing classes.

Metroplex currently hosts
13 workout classes in board
rooms and meeting rooms
throughout the hospital.
These classes are at maximum
capacity, and people are often
turned away, according to
community wellness coordi-
nator Sarah Kennedy.

“The new facility will allow
us to offer programs to the
community that promote
a healthy lifestyle in a safe
environment,” Kennedy said
Thursday:
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RELIGION
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ADVENTIST
Iglesia Adventista
3705 Zephyr Rd, K 394-9980

New Hope Seventh-day
Adventist Church
4602 Clear Creek, K 554-7113

Killeen Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church
4700 E Rancier, K 699-6263

APOSTOLIC

Apostolic Faith Tabernacle
3301 E Rancier Suite 102B,K
721-8296

Church of Jesus Christ House
of Prayer
200 N Gray St, K 554-7551

Holy Temple of OurLord
Jesus Christ of the Apostolic
Faith, Inc,

519 S Pearl St., Belton 254-613-
4501

Jesus Name Apostolic
Ministry
314 Casa Drive, CC 547-8358

New Life Church
702N 8th St,K 618-5223

New Apostolic Church
1207 Metropolitan Dr,K
www.newapostolicchurch.org

New Harvest Apostolic
Ministries
612 Gray St, K 383-5228

Temple Of Faith Apostolic
Ministries

808N 8th St,K (254) 247-1904
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Betel Asamblea De Dios
413N 8th,K 634-3772

Bethel Temple Assembly
of God
3102 SHwy, 195,K 526-2003

First Assembly of God
502N 38th St., K 699-1954

First Assembly of God
2205FM 3046, CC547-3724

First Assembly of God
1601 S Harley, HH 699-4114

First Assembly of God
2514 EHwy190, L (512) 556-5185

First Assembly of God
209 W Hallmark, K 200-9356

First Samoan Assembly of
God

502N 38th St Killeen (254)
371-0347

FiveHills Assembly of God
302 E Avenue D, CC 547-9155

Full Gospel Killeen Church
1410 S Trimmier, K 526-9048

Korean Full Gospel Killeen
Church
1410 S Trimmier, K 526-7777

Korean Full Gospel New Light
Church
112 EHallmark Ave, K 628-1116

New Beginnings Assembly
Corner of Hwy 190 and Indian
Trail

BAPTIST

Anchor Of Hope Baptist
Church

5700 FM 439,B939-6044

Bethel Baptist Church
508 JasperDr,K

Bible Way Baptist Church
2306 SFM116,CC547-8584

Calvary Independent Baptist
Church

13341 State Hwy 195, Killeen TX
76542

Central Korean Baptist
Church
12000ld FM 440, K 526-8840

ClearCreek Baptist Church
CC547-2006 2.5 miles southon
FM 2657

Cedar Valley Baptist
FM 2843, Salado

ARTIE PHILLIPS | HERALD
The newly constructed Family Life Center at Greater Vision
Community Church in Killeen is seen Feb. 12, days before
the building’s official dedication ceremony.

Community Baptist Church
Hwy 195 & Briggs Rd, K

Cornerstone Baptist Church
484 FM 3219,K 690-4114

Cross Road Missionary Bap-
tist Church

1212 East Veterans Memorial Blvd
HH 254-535-3322

East Lake Baptist Church
3213 Lake Rd.,K 690-4400

East Side Baptist Church
500 N W.S. Young, K 634-0358

Eastside Baptist Church
1202 MLK Jr Dr, CC 547-3401

Fairview Baptist Church
1202 Veteran’s Ave, CC 547-3421

First Baptist Church of
Harker Heights
Ann Blvd & Ruby, HH 699-9184

First Baptist Church of Cop-
peras-Cove
300 W Avenue B,CC547-3717

First Baptist Church of
Killeen
3310 SW.S. Young Dr, K 634-6262

First Baptist Church
US Hwy 190, Kempner 512-932-
3195

First Baptist Church of
Trimmier

E Trimmier and Chapparal Rd, K
634-9717

First Community Baptist
Church

1320 Georgetown Rd, CC

Freedom Baptist Church
102 Northern Dove Ln, CC 518-
0074

Good News Baptist Church
204 W Avenue B, K 634-0497

God’s Way Community Bap-
tist Church
700 Whitlow Dr,K 690-0005

Grace Baptist Church
947-5917

Greater Gethsemane Mis-
sionary Baptist Church
4213-A East Veterans Memorial,
535-4908

Greater Peace Missionary
Baptist Church
42015 ZephyrRd, K 680-4378

Holy Light United Baptist
Church
1602 S Main, CC

Holy One Baptist Mission
211 E Avenue C,K 519-3990

TheHomecoming
10060 E Trimmier Rd, K 833-
6359

Killeen Baptist Temple
508 Jasper, K 526-4410

Killeen Korean United Bap-
tist Church
4103 Zephyr Rd, K 690-2233

Korean Memorial Baptist
Church
113S8thSt,K

Korean Mission First Baptist
N5th & Avenue B, CC 547-3717

Landmark Missionary Bap-
tist Church
7512 E Trimmier Rd, K, 501-9193

Lawler Baptist Church
FM 2843 &CR 230, (254)793-
2414

Liberty Community Church
3002 Gus Dr, K 526-0114

Liberty House Church
412N 8th St, K (254)680-3584

Light of Christ Missionary
Baptist Church

307 East Avenue D, K, 254-634-
9620

(Pastor Casey Jones Sr. - 554~
5475)

Lifeway Fellowship
4001E Elms Rd at Stan Schleuter
Lp

Marlboro Heights Missionary
Baptist

2901 Illinois, K 690-4521

801R.A Abercrombie Dr, K 690-
4526

Memorial Baptist Church
4001 Trimmier, K, 634-6882

MissionaBautista
54th & Turner K 699-5852

Mountain View Baptist
Church
Corner of FM 2410 & Cedar Knob

Native American Baptist
Fellowship Church
6161S 5th St, Temple 721-5758

New Jerusalem International
Baptist Church

515E Veterans Memorial Blvd Ste
B,HH 432-6402

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W FM 93, Belton 939-8367

NorthSide Baptist Church
1800 W Hwy 190, Nolanville
690-6722

Oak Hill Baptist Church
FM 2657 and Boys Ranch Rd, CC
547-4623

Pershing Park Baptist
Church
1200 Old FM 440, K 634-1013

PrimeralglesiaBautista
Hispana

4102 Turner Ave & 54th St, K
634-0486

Red Sea Baptist Church
1004 North 18th St, K 628-8999

Robertson Ave Baptist
Church

305 E Roberston Ave, CC 547-
3155

Second Street Baptist
Church
1602 N 2nd St, K 690-2886

Simmonsville Missionary
Baptist Church
509 S 42nd St, K 699-1956

Skyline Baptist Church
906 Trimmier, K 699-4479

Southemn Hills Baptist
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Church
South FMT16,CC 547-0009

Sunset Baptist Church
814 W Avenue C, K 634-5055

Tabernacle Baptist Church
6601S Ft Hood St, K 554-2920

Thy Word s Truth Chris-
tian Ministries Missionary
Baptist

1803 Sherman Dr, K, 254-526-
8310

Trinity Baptist Church
403 FM 2410, HH 699-4436

Triple 7 Baptist Fellowship
1501 Riverside Dr, K 254-290-1552

Westside Baptist Church
K 628-1004

Westview Missionary Bap-
tist Church-ABA
1102 W Main St, G 404-2316

Unity Missionary Baptist
Church
903NIst,CC

Youngsport Baptist Church
Rt 2,Box 94,RM 2484, K 616-
2484

BIBLE CHURCH
GraceBible Church
1203 Winkler Ave, K 690-1728

Instituto Biblico Hosanna
205 E Hallmark Ave Suite B,K
953-1M13

Killeen Bible Church
4717 Westcliff Rd, K 690-4748

MaranathaBible Institute
Harker Heights, 699-8400

BUDDHIST

Wat Pah Samarkki
20905 State Highway 195,K
793-3713

SGI-USA

Killeen Activity Center

116 E Avenue D, Killeen 554-6960
CAODAI

Cao Dai Temple of Harker
Heights

127 E Ruby Rd, HH 699-5074

CATHOLIC

Red Team Chapel/58th St.
Chapel

Corner of 58th & Battalion,
288-6548

Holy Family Catholic Church
1001 Georgetown Rd, CC 547-3735

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
2903 E Rancier, K 634-7878

St.Paul Chong Hasang
CatholicChurch
1000 E FM 2410,HH 698-4110

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST)
CanticoNuevo

1801 Rancier, Killeen 258-2958

Central Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
1301 Trimmer, K 526-2179

Copperas Cove Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
1908 Morrow D.C.C. 547-2486

Iglesia Christiana Sinai
701E Stan Schlueter Lp, K 628-
1539

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Deliverance and Praise
Temple ChurchofGodin
Christ

702 Harley Dr, 699-4346

Central Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
1301 S Trimmier, K 526-2179

Copperas Cove Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
1908 Morrow Dr, CC 547-2486

Cove English Ministries
909 Industrial Ave, CC 254-238-
8019

Crestview Independent
ChristianChurch
2608 SFM116,CC547-4013

Deliverance Ministries,
Household of Faith, Church
of theLiving God, Inc.

329 Indian Trail, HH 519-4659

TheFellowship of Praise &
Worship
301-A S Main St, CC 458-8429

House of Refuge Ministries
908 Highland Ave, K 213-0465

Iglesia Cristiana Sinai
701E Stan Schlueter Lp, K 628-
1539

Iglesia Cristiana Misionera
A.lLC.
1801 Nathan Dr, K 633-6230

Iglesia Cristiana Nueva Vida
3709 ZephyrRd, K 680-4422

IglesiaCristianaUnciony
Poder
313S1st St,CC518-4452

Min. Divina Misericordia
205 E Hallmark Ave Suite B,K
9531113

Restoration Christian Church
Upstairs National Bank, CC
520-5419

Samoan Christians Fellow-
ship Assembly

406 N 4th St,K 542-3792, 628-
5449

Samoan Congregational
Christian
1st Cav. Div. Memorial Chapel, FH

Solid Rock Family Christian
Center

340A Copperas Cove Plaza, CC
518-1411

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
Christian Science

Cowan Amenity Ctr, 1433 Cool
Spring Way

Sun City - Georgetown, 512-943-
4784

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Central Union Church of
Christ

100 W Avenue G, Nolanville,
698-0313

Church of Christ
400NWS. Young Dr,K 634-7373

Churchof Christ
306 W AvenueE, CC

Church of Christ
Cemetery Rd, Kempner

Churchof Christ Iglesia Ni
Cristol
508 E Jasper Dr,K

College View Church of Christ
123 Yates Rd, K (at Reese Creek
Rd)

290-3541

Leon Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd, Belton
939-0682

Southside Church of Christ
1505 Trimmier, K 526-3041

Westside Church of Christ
152 Westside Church Rd, K
554-6711

Youngsport Church of Christ
Youngsport, 245-9715

CHURCHOFGOD
Christo-Vision Ministries
201 Avenue C,K 690-8200

Abundant Life Church of God
1210 Florence Rd, K 526-4598

The True Vine Church of God
211 Avenue D, Killeen

End Time Churchof God
Rt.7,Box 7252, Twin Lakes
Estates Belton 939-0326

Deliverance Churchof God
(Cleveland, TN)
1618 Veterans Blvd, CC 518-3181

Community Life Chapel
Developing Community Leaders
254-415-2414

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Agape ChurchofGodin
Christ

3000 Little NolanRd, K 690-
7129

Bibleway Churchof Godin
Christ
300 Jasper Rd, K 213-9134

Bountiful New Life Church of
God in Christ
115 East Avenue E, CC 547-5007

Bread of Life Church of God
inChrist

2300 E Rancier Ave, Suite 108, K
254-768-0068

Deliverance and Praise
TempleC.0.G.I.C
702 Harley Dr, HH 699-4346

First Church of God in Christ
5201 Westcliff Rd, K 953-3100

Garden of Gethsemane
111 Cox Dr,HH 690-5733

God’s Holy Tabernacle
Church of God in Christ
500S 44th St,K

New Bethal Christian Wor-
ship Center

4013-A Stan Schlueter Lp, K
368-6400

PowerHouse
110 FM 2410 Suite A, HH 699-2127

Trinity Cathedral Church of
Godin Christ

1312 Georgetown Road, CC
547-5493

West End Churchof Godin
Christ

3601 South W.S. Young Dr, Killeen
254-213-5511

COWBOY

5Hills Cowboy Church

139 CR 4630 Kempner, TX 290-
6005

Maxdale Cowboy Church
2754 Briggs Rd, Killeen TX 76549
254-793-2110 - 254-368-2563

Soldiers of the Cross Cowboy
Fellowship

14788 Hwy 439, Nolanville

Pastor Danny Brey - 462-8890
EASTERN ORTHODOX

Eastern Orthodox

Call Father Paul Anderson at 254-
768-7649 for service times, dates
and locations.

EPISCOPALIAN
Darnall Army Hospital
FH288-8850

St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church
2800 Trimmier, K 634-7474

St.Martin’s Episcopal Church
1602 South FM 116, CC 547-0331

St.Mary’s Episcopal Church

4th & Chestnut, Lampasas
556-5433

FULL GOSPEL
Bountiful Blessing Full
Gospel Ministries

608S Ann St,HH 220-8899

Grace Bible Fellowship
718 N 2nd St, K 628-2111

First Samoan Full Gospel
Pentecostal Churchinc.
2602 SFM116,CC 245-2700 or
638-2900

Full-Gospel Baptist Church
Call forinformation 634-0940

New Testament Christian
Church
3500 Florence Rd, K 526-2149

ThePotter’s House
Corner of 10th & Avenue C, CC
547-7918

HEBRAICROOTS

B’nai Yisrael
2006 S 57th St, T598-2135

HOLINESS

Divine Faith Ministry Holi-
ness Church

2201W Stan Schlueter Lp, K
680-7951

HOME & CELL CHURCHES
Associationof Home
Churches

For location nearest to you, call
690-5856

INDEPENDENT
1st CD Memorial Chapel
FH, 287-6114

41D Memorial Chapel
FH,287-5334

13th COSCOM Chapel
FH,287-3090

33rd Street Chapel
FH 287-7262

68th Street Chapel
FH 287-6805

76th Street Chapel
FH 287-5835

Blackhorse Chapel
FH 287-1635

CasaDeOracion-Asambe
Dios
313S8th St,K634-3772

Cornerstone Ministry
Nolanville 698-2055

Full Gospel Killeen Church
English Congregation
(Multi-Purpose Education &
Activity Center) 1410 Trimmier Rd,
499-7689

Killeen Bible Church
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4717 Westcliff, K 690-4748

Protestant Women of the
Chapel

Comanche Chapel, FH Diane Kohl
542-7042

0Old Post Chapel
FH, 288-6545

Post Chapel
FH, 287-5283-2642

Post (Comanche) Chapel
FH,288-6544

West Fort Hood Chapel
(Praise Service) FH 288-9219
1401 ElIm Rd, K 634-6990

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
Bell County Faith Fellowship
& Christian Life Center

4705 E Rancier Ave, K 681-1085

North Pointe Church
N5 N Main St, CC 547-7470

St. John’s Faith Outreach
Baptist Church
3507 Cranford Ave, K 768-7946

ISLAMICFAITH

The Islamic Community of
GreaterKilleen

5800 S Fort Hood Rd, K
634-8799, 634-1990

JEWISH

Jewish Community Fort
Hood

19th Street Chapel, 19th Street
and Batallion Avenue

Congregation Simcha Sinai
102 Cattail Circle, HH 231-4930

LATTER-DAY SAINTS

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints

2nd & Mary Jane, K 526-3013

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints
1502 Virginia, CC547-1248

Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
Hillcrest Rd, Temple 547-7850

LUTHERAN

Abiding Savior WELS
458 Turkey Trot Killeen, 953-
4447

Faith Lutheran ChurchLCMS
Old Austin Rd. & Sunflower,
Lampasas

512-556-3514

Fort Hood Lutheran Fellow-
ship

0Old Post Chapel, 761st Tank
Destroyer Blvd 512-556-3514

Grace Lutheran ChurchLCMS
Trimmier & Bacon Ranch Rd, K
634-5858

Immanuel Lutheran Church

ELCA
3801 Cunningham Rd, K 634-
2772

Immanuel Lutheran Church
LCMS

922 Lutheran Church Rd, CC
547-3498

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church

1215 South Wall, Belton 939-
0824

Trinity Lutheran Church
Hwy 190 & Morris, CC 547-2225

Fortress Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

13960 E. Knights Way, HH 254-
393-0669
www.fortress.today

METHODIST
Adams Chapel AME Church
125 Ario, HH 699-3435

Anderson Chapel AME
Church
1002 Jefferies, K 690-5030

RefugePark
3601 Edgefield St, K 616-1664

First United Methodist
ChurchKilleen

3501 EElms Rd, Killeen 634-6363
www.fumckilleen.com

First United Methodist
Church
302 E Curry St,F793-2535

Grace United Methodist
Church
SMain & Avenue F,CC 547-3729

Harker Heights United Meth-
odist Church
Cardinal & Harley, HH 699-6271

Hillside Evangelical Method-
istChurch
2602SFM116,CC

Kempner United Methodist
Church
Hwy 190, Kempner 512-932-3011

Nolanville United Methodist
Church
300 W Avenue |, Nolanville

Pidcoke United Methodist
Church

11230 FM116, Gatesville 254-598-
6094

St. Luke United Methodist
Church

102 E Church Ave, K 526-3993,
526-5234

St. Andrew’s United Method-
istChurch
Florence and Fowler, K 634-7721

Thomas Chapel AME Church
901N Main,CC

Refuge Ministries
Rev. Deanna Ranes, 4406 FM
M3,CC547-3349

NAZARENE

Belton First Church of the
Nazarene

1701Sparta Rd, 939-3404

First Church of the Nazarene
951 Stagecoach, K 634-7676

First Church of theNazarene
W Hwy 190, CC 547-4032

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Abundant Life Christian
Church

Amazing Grace Fellowship
1600 E Rancier Ave, K 290-0403

Antioch Fellowship Minis-
tries

Church of God & Christ

210 WMary Jane, K 634-2101

Agape Christian Center
321N Penelope, Belton 939-9673

Bethesda Fellowship Min-
istries
1803 Pecan Cove, CC 547-3455

Beyond the Veil Ministries
1801N 8th St, K 628-0145

Calvary Christian Fellowship
of Georgetown

Dell Pickett Elementary School,
1100 Thousand Oaks Blvd,
Georgetown, 512-888-8892

Carinthian Christian Church
Rte 2 Box 65D, CC 547-3755

Central Texas Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship
2301E Central Texas Expy, K
638-0077

Service Info: davinvermont@
gmail.com

Chapel by the Lake
OakallaRoad,K

Christian House of Prayer
916 W190 CC 526-7021

3300 E Stan Schlueter Lp, K
526-7021

Common Ground Ministry
1600 E Rancier Ave, K 383-4705
www.commongroundministry.
org

Deliverance Ministries,
Household of Faith, Church
of the Living God, Inc

329 Indian Trail, HH 690-0856

Destiny World Outreach
Center

101N W.S. Young Dr, Killeen
519-4659

Disciples Church

Meets at Easter Hills Middle
School -

300 Indian Trail, HH
www.MakeDisciplesNow.org

Divine Grace Ministries
205E Avenue C, K 458-0146

Exalted Praise Worship
Center

600 Indian Trail Suite 201,HH
466-0749

Excellent Covenant Power-
house Ministries
4103 Zephyr Rd, K 699-6920

Faith ChristianCenter
103 E Mockingbird Dr, HH 519-
3226

Faith Community Church
3705 Zephyr Rd, K 254-338-8777

FaithTabernacle
812 Harley at Beeline, HH 394-
0572

Family Dominion Ministries
Inc.
PO Box 11143,K 520-4269

For Whosoever Will
3310 Florence Road, K 512-932-
2716

Fully Persuaded Church of
Reconciliation
602 Gray Street 526-2100

Gift of Life Ministry
5802 Wedel Cemetery Rd
Heidenheimer, TX 983-1911

God’s TrueVine House of
Worship
906 South AnnBlvd, HH, TX
338-2872

Grace Abound Tabernacles
10th Street, Nolanville, 698-9910

Grace Awakening Church
5400 East Veterans Memorial, K
554-2500

Grace Bible Church
1203 Winkler Ave, Killeen 690-
1728

Grace Christian Center
1401Elm Rd, K 634-6990

Grace Ministries Apostolic
Church
3119 Commerce St,K

GreaterLove Outreach
Ministry

3603B E Veterans Memorial Blvd,
K 634-2879

Greater Vision Community
Church

2000 E Stan Schlueter Lp, K
200-4382

Guiding Light Ministries
524 Shady Drive, Suite A & B,K
690-0198

Harker Heights Community
Church

425 E Cen Tex Expwy, HH 289-
3861

Harvest of Prayer
605 W Avenue G, Temple 254-
547-8871

Killeen Christian Fellowship
803 E Central Texas Expressway
723-6414

Knowledgeis Power Ministry
815 Florence Rd, Killeen 634-
3463

IgleciaCristiana Jehova Es
MiPastor
805 Hall St, Killeen 554-2147

Iglesia Divina Misericordia
205 Suite B, Hallmark Ave K
953-1113

Joint-Heirs with Christ
Ministries
219 E Avenue D, Killeen 526-0599

Liberty ChristianCenter
801N.8th St.,K 287-2470 415-
7336

Movement of Faith Interna-
tional Ministries
810 W Rancier Ave Suite 100,K

New Beginnings for All
People

1135 20th St, K 254-9004, www.
NBIMINC.org

Keepm itREAL!

at Harker Heights
United Methodist Church
pracqm belong

Restored - Engaged - Authentic - Living Christ’s Love

Sunday Traditional Worship 8:45
Contemnporary 11:00
Christian Connections 9:55

« Childcare & Farmily Room Available -

Office: 254-699-6271 - www.hhumc.org

050
208 W. Cardinal Lane @ Harley
Harker Heights, TX 76548
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New Bethel Christian Worship Center
13018th St, K 254-368-6400

New Covenant Christian Church
104 County Road #221, Oakalla 547-5082

New Covenant Ministries Worship
Center
1340 E Knights Way, HH 247-7466

New Life Fellowship
708 East Fourth, Belton 939-8011

New Life Ministries
207 E Avenue C, Killeen 953-3179

New Covenant Mission Outreach
3401 Zephyr Rd, Killeen 501-FIRE

New Jerusalem Church
1209 Hillcrest Rd, Temple 985-2079

New Vision Church of Fellowship
2517 Renee Ln, Copperas Cove 371-1179

The People’s Choice Worship Center
1104 N 4th St, K 690-2066

Praise & Deliverance House of Prayer
315 Gray St. Killeen 289-2922

Praise Fellowship Church
680-2983

Precious People Ministry
319N Gray, K & 702 Elm Road, K

Rivers of Living Waters
508 N Gray St, K 690-9673

RuachLife Ministries - City of Refuge
515 E Veterans Memorial Blvd, HH

Shekinah Glory Worship Center
2055 2nd St & Avenue E, CC 542-6100

Southern Gospel Worship Center
501W Elms Rd, K 702-2777

Tabernacle of Praise
348 S 40th St, K, 702-1690

Templo Victoria

514 E Avenue D, K 554-5371

The Home Full Gospel
1613 Illinois, K 699-0169

TheSalvation Army
501N 2nd, K 634-7172

Transforming Life Fellowship
Ministries
4107 Westcliff Rd, 526-2997

Trinity Worship Center
1802 Martin Luther King Blvd, CC

True Gospel Church
T101W AvenueE, K

True Worship Ministries
103 E Mockingbird Ln, HH 690-8730

True Deliverance Ministries
508 Hall Ave, K 634-7082

Truth and Deliverance Ministries
203 S2nd St,CC514-2348

Word of Knowledge Ministries
3629 E Veterans Mememorial Blvd, K
501-9105

Word of Life
1506 McCarthy Ave, K 634-7082

Word of Life Fellowship Church
215S.8th St, K 254-519-0802

World Outreach Church of Killeen
1100 Hwy 440

United Faith Church
TI01Nst, CC547-8005

Unity Church of Temple
12 S Main St, Temple 770-0070

Universal Life Wiccan Church
107 E Avenue E, CC 542-1555

Victory Life Family Church
1196 Amy, HH 368-8690

Vineyard Christian Fellowship

East Hwy 36, Temple 778-2802

Word of God Christian Fellowship
808N 8th St, Killeen 690-3315

PENTECOSTAL
Apostolic Faith“Living Water”
C.00.LJC.62nd & Battalion, FH 547-1426

Apostolic Temple Church
1408 N 4th Street, 680-3787

Bethel Church
4307EHwy190,K

Christ Gospel Holiness Church
311N Gray, K 628-6000

Christ Gospel Apostolic Church
200 S Gray St.K 628-8000

Church of Full Gospel
300-A W. Hallmark Ave, K 690-5361

Faith Point Church
3504 E Centex Expressway, K 699-5231

First Churchin Harker Heights
2314 Indian Trail, HH 698-4660

Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church of
God
1704 N 38th, K 690-1011

IgleciaCristiana Jehova Es Mi Pastor
805 Hall St, K 554-2147

Jesus Christ Apostolic Faith Temple
Church
701Sun Meadows Dr, HH 698-2000

Jesus House of Prayer Apostolic
Ministries
Suite 911-B, Trimmier Rd, K 213-8164

Killeen Holiness Church
607 W Avenue G, K 634-5387

TheLighthouse United Pentecostal
Church
1411N 38th St, K 519-1123

Pentecostal Experience Holiness

Church
309 W AvenueF, CC

Potter’sHouse
420 E Avenue C, K 554-4120

Rivers of Living Waters
508 N Gray St,K 690-9673

Samoan First Assembly of God
502 N 38th St, K 554-2901

Tabernacle of Praise Pent. Church,
Inc.
5010 Trimmier Rd, K 526-4686

True Deliverance Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church
524-C Shady Ln, K 245-6063/ 245-6099

United Pentecostal Church of Cop-
peras Cove
Pecan Cove Rd, CC 547-2264

Saints Center of Copperas Cove
801 Industrial Ave, CC 542-3211

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church
704 Martin Luther King Jr Dr, CC
542-4884

First Presbyterian Church
2500 Church St.,B939-2115

Hill Country Church (PCA)
Meeting at 4700 E Rancier, K 698-4950

Presbyterian Church of Salado
105 Salado Plaza Dr, Salado 947-8106

TRANS DENOMINATIONAL
Common Ground Ministries
1600 E. Rancier, K 383-4705

UNITARIAN - UNIVERSALIST
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
1726 Morgan’s Point Road,

Morgan’s Point 780-1008

estside Baptist Church

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

' ), - Sunday Schocd %45 am

| Warship Service 800 am. & 1100 am

E EveningService .. ........... E&00 pam

F Tuescley Prager ... ..o ... ... 10000 Aams
GT Tuesday Bible Study. T jpam,

'.,L_ Wadnesday Bible Study. , ..., ... 600 pm

S Thursday Choir Practice. . .. . . . &00 pm

| Satunday Marming Prayers........ . 500.am

Pastor
Assistant Pastor

(254) 628-1004

Rev. Hallie Tolbert, Jr.
Rev. Bobby Jones

711 Stagecoach Rd, Killeen, TX 76542
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FORT HOOD
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BY DAVID A.BRYANT
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

uite a few things went on in 2018
for Fort Hood, keeping troopers
— and their families — busy with
deployments, homecomings,
training, celebrations and more.

100 YEARS OF 111 CORPS

On May 16, the “Phantom Warriors”
Corps celebrated 100 years of service
to the nation. As the command team
of “America’s Hammer” was in Iraq,
however, the festivities had to wait until
October when the III Corps headquarters
element returned. Between Oct. 6 and
Oct. 20, a wide variety of activities were
scheduled, a two-week celebration called
Operation Phantom Warrior Salute.

Highlights included a variety of events
for the Fort Hood Commanders Cup,
where soldiers competed for titles such
as Best Sapper, Best Combat Medic and
more, with teams from Fort Hood and
Fort Bliss in Texas; Fort Sill, Oklahoma;
Fort Riley, Kansas and Fort Carson,
Colorado attending. The celebration
concluded with a celebration of National
Night Out and a concert featuring the 1st
Cavalry Division Band and Gary Sinise
and the Lt. Dan Band.

WWE

World Wrestling Entertainment
brought the superstars to Fort Hood in
early December to film the 16th annual
“Tribute to the Troops.” Legendary Hall
of Famers Ric Flair and Kurt Angle, and
rising Superstar Mojo Rawley, kicked off
the day early by joining the troops for
physical training before sitting down to
have breakfast with the troops. Former
Ultimate Fighting Championship fighter
and actress Ronda Rousey had the troops
on their feet as she stepped into the ring
for the first major match of the event.

NATIVE AMERICAN REMAINS
In October, Fort Hood officials said the

post moved Native American human
remains — some of which are more than
500 years old — off post. The remains
included roughly eight people and were
sent to the Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma.
Fort Hood had never before transferred
bones to a tribe.

A detailed assessment of the human
remains was reportedly made by Fort
Hood officials in consultation with
representatives of the Apache Tribe of
Oklahoma, Caddo Nation, Comanche
Nation, Kiowa Tribe, Mescalero Apache
tribe, Tonkawa Tribe and Wichita and
affiliated tribes. Fort Hood officials
determined that the human remains
represented the aboriginal land of the
Tonkawa Tribe.

EDUCATION

An international manufacturing com-
pany announced in November a major,
long-term investment into training Fort
Hood soldiers for the manufacturing
industry.

Megan Pollock, vice president of stra-
tegic communications for Samsung, a
South Korean multi-national conglomer-
ate headquartered in Seoul, said the cor-
poration will provide $1 million over the
next three years for the Heroes MAKE
America program on Fort Hood.

The announcement was made during a

ERICVON FﬁANKLIN [HERALD
Actor Gary Sinise performs with the Lt. Dan Band on Oct. 20 as part of Fort Hood’s celebration of Il
Corps’ 100th anniversary.

luncheon hosted by the national Associa-
tion of Manufacturers’ Manufacturing

INSTITUTE

The Manufacturing Institute partnered
with Fort Hood’s Soldier for Life-Transi-
tion Assistance Program to provide the
10-week Heroes MAKE America course
for soldiers transitioning out of the
Army and provides critical training and
certifications for manufacturing careers,
said Carolyn Lee, executive director of
The Manufacturing Institute.

DEPLOYMENTS

There are more than 6,400 Fort Hood
soldiers currently deployed to places
such as Europe, Kuwait, Afghanistan
and the U.S.-Mexico border. Deployed
units include elements of the 13th
Expeditionary Sustainment Command,
1st Medical Brigade, 48th Chemical
Brigade, 11th Signal Brigade, 36th Engi-
neer Brigade, 69th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade and the 1st Cavalry Division
Sustainment Brigade. The 1st Armored
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, is in the process of returning from
a nine-month rotation to Europe and is
expected to return fully by the end of
March.

Fort Hood currently has a little more
than 36,000 troops assigned to the post.
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Old Darnall hospital becomes Shoemaker Center

BY DAVID A.BRYANT
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The old Carl R. Darnall Army Medi-
cal Center hospital was renamed after a
local legend during a ceremony at the old
hospital in January.

The newly named Gen. Robert M.
Shoemaker Center will host a variety of
services intended for troops and their
families, to include Child and Youth Ser-
vices, Army Community Services, the
Soldier for Life/Transition Assistance
Program, Army Substance Abuse Pro-
gram, survivor outreach programs and
more, according to Col. Henry “Hank”
Perry, Fort Hood garrison commander.

The newly renovated Samuel Adams
Brewery on post — next to Club Hood
— also held a grand opening in January.
A Super Bowl viewing party on Feb. 3
was the first official event at the Samuel
Adams Brewery, not counting its grand
opening.

Shoppers of the Clear Creek Army &
Air Force Exchange Service can now en-
joy the newest attraction of the shopping

mall: A new cryotherapy center that is
the first of its kind on a military installa-
tion, which opened in November.

The wellness center is operated by U.S.
Cryotherapy and offers a variety of cold
therapy services.

Kevin Kramer, CEO and founder of
U.S. Cryotherapy, said at the grand open-
ing that he is excited about the opportu-
nity to serve the military community.

“This is really exciting because we get
to go into a new segment with active and
retired military personnel that we can
help and treat for recovery;” he said.

The cold therapy services include
whole-body cryotherapy for the relief
of muscle soreness, faster recovery and
enhanced athletic performance.

In April, Congressman John Carter, R-
Round Rock, visited Fort Hood to get an
update on barracks renovations. Carter
represents Congressional District 31,
which includes Fort Hood, and serves on
the Defense Appropriations Committee
whose job it is to oversee how defense
spending is being carried out.

Fort Hood is in the process of restoring

all Q3 and Q4 barracks. Q3 and Q4 are
building quality ratings that Fort Hood’s
public works department assigns to
facilities during inspections. The ratings
have four categories ranging from one

to four, with four being the lowest failing
grade a building can receive.

Carter said the barracks renovations is
an ongoing 10-year project that is crucial
stays on schedule.

“$56 million from the fiscal year 2017
funding for defense is approved for proj-
ects under contract to renovate five of
the Rolling Pin barracks with an expect-
ed completion date of 2019,” Carter said.

About 10,000 Fort Hood soldiers live in
barracks.

Fort Hood’s Directorate of Public
Works hosted a ribbon-cutting in March
to officially open the Old Georgetown
Road Bridge. The $9.7-million bridge
was completed at “Jackson’s Cross-
ing” where Georgetown Road crosses
Cowhouse Creek. The 450-foot bridge
replaced an old condemned bridge and
a low-water crossing, Fort Hood officials
said.

Fort Hood troops continue to lead fight against terrorism in Southwest Asia

BY DAVID A.BRYANT
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Fort Hood soldiers have been in-
strumental in the fight against the
Islamic State and terrorist organizations
throughout Southwest Asia, with ele-
ments of III Corps headquarters leading
the way.

III Corps and Fort Hood commander Lit.
Gen. Paul Funk II and about 350 IIT Corps
soldiers returned in September from
a year-long deployment to serve as the
headquarters for more than 70 nations
that are part of the Combined Joint Task
Force-Operation Inherent Resolve. The
coalition provides training, advice and
assistance to Iraqgi and Syrian forces, to
include direct artillery and airstrikes on
enemy forces.

The 3rd Cavalry Regiment “Brave
Rifles” returned in late January 2019
from a nine-month deployment to Iraq to
fight against the Islamic State.

From remote firebases along the Syria

border where Iraqi, French and U.S. artil-
lery units fired side-by-side, to facilitating
joint clearance operations for Iraqi and
Kurdish forces hunting ISIS fighters in
remote mountain locations, the Brave
Rifles executed a variety of advise and
assist missions.

The 504th Military Intelligence Brigade
returned home to Fort Hood in Sep-
tember from a year-long deployment to
Afghanistan.

Tasked with providing land and air
intelligence support to US., Afghan and
NATO troops participating in Operation
Resolute Support, the soldiers completed
more than 8,000 human and counterintel-
ligence reports, more than 20,000 signals
intelligence reports, had mission com-
mand of over 68,000 ground and aerial in-
telligence support requests and over 18,000
counterintelligence screenings — the
details of which are mostly classified.

More than 200 soldiers of the 154th
Composite Trucking Company;, 553rd
Combat Sustainment Support Battal-

ion, 1st Cavalry Division Sustainment
Brigade returned in September after a
nine-month deployment to Kuwait.

The mission of the soldiers was to
ensure all U.S. military units heading to
areas within Southwest Asia got their
equipment to where it needed to go, ac-
cording to an August interview with the
company’s commander, Capt. Nathaniel
A. McDermott. The unit was also respon-
sible for multi-class distribution as well,
which included everything from general
supplies and ammunition to medical
supplies.

Elements of the 1st Cavalry Division
Headquarters, to include at least one
deputy commander, are scheduled to
head to Afghanistan sometime in the
early part of 2019, according to an Army
release. Less than 100 soldiers from the
headquarters will replace 40th Infantry
Division Headquarters, California Army
National Guard, as part of a regular rota-
tion of forces in support of Operation
Freedom Sentinel.

Killeen Daily Herald
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1l Corps returns from Middle East, celebrates 100 years of service

BY DAVID A.BRYANT
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Fort Hood’s leading headquarters unit
—III Corps — returned from a yearlong
deployment to the Middle East in Septem-
ber 2018. Lt. Gen. Paul Funk II, ITT Corps
and Fort Hood commander, led Combined
Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Re-
solve in the fight against the Islamic State
in Iraq and Syria during the deployment.

Combat operations against the Islamic
State, in conjunction with Iraqi and Coali-
tion forces, were so effective that it caused
the Iraqi Prime Minister to declare in
December 2017 the complete liberation of
Iraq from ISIS, more than a year ahead
of the time it was expected to take, Funk
said. There is still an ISIS presence in
Iraq, but it is now more of an ideology
only.

“The way to peace there now is not
through bullets, it’s through hope,” he
added. “Speaking of hope, on the Syrian
side you have the Syrian Democratic
Forces and our great SOF partners, spe-
cial operations (forces) partners, working
to finish the last part of our mission to
annihilate ISIS.”

III Corps soldiers are not just in the

Middle East fighting against ISIS — they
are in 40 countries and on almost every
continent, Funk said.

“At any snapshot in time, we have
anywhere from 15,000 to 18,000 deployed
across the globe,” he said. “Another 18,000,
15,000, getting ready to go behind them
and others coming home. It’s a constant
cycle.”

On May 16, the corps officially cel-
ebrated 100 years of service to the nation.
With the command team in Iraq, III Corps
waited until October to host a two-week-
long anniversary celebration, Opera-
tion Phantom Warrior Salute, featuring
competitions in sports and military
occupational specialties and culminating
in a concert by Gary Sinise and the Lt.
Dan Band.

Maj. Gen. Kenneth L. Kamper is cur-
rently serving as the deputy commander
for operations and British Maj. Gen. Felix
Gedney is the deputy commander for
support. Col. Brett G. Sylvia is the corps’
chief of staff and the senior enlisted
advisor is Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel T.
Hendrex.

IIT Corp oversees 23 brigades in four
divisions across four installations, as well
as several separate functional brigades

that provide sustainment, medical, engi-
neering, fires, civil affairs, military law
enforcement and intelligence support.

The command scope of III Corps
includes the 1st Cavalry Division at Fort
Hood, the 1st Armored Division at Fort
Bliss, the 1st Infantry Division at Fort
Riley, Kansas, and the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion at Fort Carson, Colorado. In total,

IIT Corps is comprised of about 120,000
soldiers.

Currently; eight of the 10 armored
brigade combat teams in the Army are
in IIT Corps, comprised of 88,360 soldiers.
There are 144 artillery pieces, 64 (Mul-
tiple Launch Rocket Systems) and 16
High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems.
The corps has three of the eight Stryker
brigade combat teams in the Army and
four of the 12 combat aviation brigades,
which include a total of 192 AH-64 Apache
helicopters and 21 MQ-1C Gray Eagle
unmanned aerial vehicles. The corps also
has 1,008 Bradley Fighting Vehicles and
696 tanks.

Units within the corps do six combat
training center rotations a year, and the
division and corps headquarters will par-
ticipate in three warfighters exercises this
year, which are large training exercises.

New leadership takes over major Fort Hood units in 2018

BY DAVID A.BRYANT
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

III Corps saw some new leadership in
2018 as Maj. Gen. Kenneth L. Kamper
took over as the deputy commander
of operations from Maj. Gen. John C.
Thomson III. British Army Maj. Gen.
Felix Gedney took over as the deputy
commander for support from Brit-
ish Maj. Gen. Douglas Chalmers. In
mid-January 2019, Command Sgt. Maj.
Daniel T. Hendrex took over as the III
Corps and Fort Hood senior enlisted
advisor. He replaced Command Sgt. Maj.
Michael A. Crosby, who left in October
to become the senior enlisted advisor
for the newly created Army Futures
Command in Austin. While not as many
units changed hands as in 2017, there
were still a few other major command
changes in the past year.

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION

The largest unit at Fort Hood, the
1st Cavalry Division, welcomed two
new deputy commanders in 2018. Brig.
Gen. Miles Brown took over as deputy
commander for support and Brig. Gen.
Christopher R. Norrie as deputy com-
mander for maneuver,

13TH EXPEDITIONARY

Fort Hood’s 13th Expeditionary Sus-
tainment Command welcomed a new
commanding general in May during
a change of command ceremony at
Sadowski Field. Brig. Gen. Darren L.
Werner took over the command from
Brig. Gen. Douglas McBride Jr.

U.S. ARMY OPERATIONAL TEST COMMAND
Brig. Gen. William “Hank” Taylor,

a former 1st Cavalry Division deputy

commander, took command of the U.S.

Army Operational Test Command from
Brig. Gen. John C. Ulrich. Command
Sgt. Maj. William A. Justice also as-
sumed responsibility as the new senior
enlisted advisor from Sgt. Maj. Danny G.
Boivin, who had stepped up Sept. 6 to fill
in the vacant position left by Command
Sgt. Maj. Mario Terenas. Terenas had
been assigned as the new senior enlisted
advisor for U.S. Army Cadet Command
(ROTC), Fort Knox, Kentucky. OTC is re-
sponsible for testing new equipment for
the Army and is comprised of a mixture
of more than 200 soldiers and more than
300 Department of the Army civilians.

1ST AIR CAVALRY BRIGADE

Col. Lance K. Van Zandt replaced Col.
Cain Baker as the commander of the 1st
Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division.

PLEASE SEE LEADERS, 58
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Major Fort Hood units stay
busy around the globe in 2018

BY DAVID A. BRYANT
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The largest unit at Fort Hood, the
1st Cavalry Division, welcomed two
new deputy commanders in 2018. Brig.
Gen. Miles Brown took over as deputy
commander for support and Brig. Gen.
Christopher R. Norrie as deputy com-
mander for maneuver,

Elements of the division deployed
and returned across the globe, with the
2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team
returning in February 2017 from a
nine-month rotation to South Korea,
the 1st Armored Brigade Combat
Team deploying to Europe for Opera-
tion Atlantic Resolve and returning
starting in January of 2019, and the
1st Air Cavalry Brigade also returning
from Europe, where they served as the
air support for Atlantic Resolve.

Roughly two-thirds of the 1st Bri-
gade’s 3,000 soldiers who deployed to
Europe are home, with the remainder
due home by the end of March.

The 3rd Armored Brigade Combat
Team wrapped up a rotation at the Na-
tional Training Center at Fort Irwin,
California, and could deploy later this
year.

Sadly, the division lost two soldiers to
training accidents in January 2019.

Spc. Andrew S. Ortega, 32, a hori-
zontal construction engineer with the
division’s 1st Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team, was killed in an accident
in the Grafenwoehr Training Area
in Germany. Spc. Octavious Deshon
Lakes Jr., 22, died from injuries sus-
tained in a tactical vehicle accident at
the National Training Center in Fort
Irwin, California. He was with the 3rd
Armored Brigade Combat Team.

The 3rd Cavalry Regiment wrapped
up a nine-month deployment to Iraq
supporting Operation Inherent Re-
solve, the effort to ensure the lasting
defeat of the Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria, with a colors uncasing ceremo-
ny at the end of January to mark the
unit’s official return to Fort Hood.

The U.S. Army Operational Test
Command saw new leadership come in

SGT. PHILLIP MCTAGGART | U.S. ARMY
U.S. Army soldiers assigned to the 3rd Cavalry
Regiment fire their M777 howitzer on Firebase
Saham, Irag, on Dec. 8 in support of Operation
Inherent Resolve against ISIS.

as Brig. Gen. William “Hank” Taylor,
a former 1st Cavalry Division deputy
commander, took command and Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. William A. Justice
stepped in as the senior enlisted advi-
SOr.

As the Army’s only independent op-
erational tester, OTC tests Army, joint
and multi-service warfighting systems
in realistic operational environments,
using typical users to provide data on
whether the systems are effective, suit-
able and survivable. One of the major
pieces of equipment tested in 2018
was the new Armored Multi-Purpose
Vehicle, or AMPYV, which is the pro-
posed upgrade to the Army’s aging and
widely used M-113 personnel carrier
family of vehicles that have been in
service since the Vietnam War era.

At the end of January 2019, OTC
began celebrating “50 Years of Opera-
tional Testing.”

Fort Hood’s 13th Expeditionary
Sustainment Command welcomed
Brig. Gen. Darren L. Werner as its new
commanding general in May during
a change of command ceremony at
Sadowski Field.

First Army Division West celebrated
the reactivation of the 166th “Archan-
gels” Aviation Training Brigade.

The unit was inactivated in 2015
during the Army’s drawdown, but was
officially reactivated in June thanks to
funding approved by Congress in the
National Defense Authorization Act.

Defense Alliance continues
to build relationships among
Fort Hood and the community

BYHOTDA

The Heart of Texas Defense Alliance is
aregional nonprofit 501c(6) organization
that promotes the importance and sus-
tainability of Fort Hood and all defense-
related industries, organizations and
institutions in the Central Texas area. It
was organized in 2003 by seven cities and
three counties surrounding Fort Hood.

The alliance supports the efforts
of many organizations in the region,
providing subject matter expertise and
participation in numerous engagements,
resulting in significant opportunities or
accomplishments for the region.

The alliance’s efforts are always re-
gionally focused, although some efforts
may directly impact one city or county
more than others as part of this regional
approach.During 2018, HOTDA contin-
ued support to multiple regional efforts.

The following are some of the key
highlights from the alliance’s past year:

Although implementation funding of
the 2016 Fort Hood Joint Land Use study
ended in 2018. The alliance continues to
work with regional cities and counties
on the recommendations from the study.
A related milestone in 2018 was the appli-
cation, award and completion of a $300K
grant from the Office of Economic As-
sessment. The grant funded a Feasibility
Study for a potential Joint Use Military-
Civilian Rail/Truck Multi-Modal Facil-
ity for the west side of Fort Hood. The
alliance worked with Coryell Countyand
Copperas Cove with both contributing
to the local cost share in requesting and
completing the feasibility study. The
study was completed in December 2018
with results presented to the III Corps
Commanding General and Fort Hood
Garrison Commander. Future efforts
will continue to further development of
the multi-modal facility to benefit both
Fort Hood and the Central Texas region.

The alliance conducted a study to
develop a community-based strategy to
support Fort Hood. The alliance funded
and executed the project culminating in
presentations to regional leaders that

PLEASE SEE HOTDA, 58
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Construction expected to begin on Mounted Warrior Museum this year

SPECIAL TO THE HERALD the museum by the end
of March,” he added.
The National Mounted “Our goal is to raise the
Warfare Foundation remaining $2.2 million
has raised nearly $8.7 for Phase I between now
million toward a goal of and then. If we meet this
$10.9 million needed to goal, construction could
build Phase I of anew, begin as early as June.”
state-of‘the-art museum Crouch said the
near Fort Hood’s main foundation’s annual
gate. COURTESY IMAGE ~ Ooperating budget is cur-
“Projected to open The planned Mounted Warrior Museum, seen in an artist’s rendering, was redesigned from  rently $307,450. Most of
in 2021, Phase I of the three stories to one in order to handle large exhibit pieces, such as tanks. that stems from $227,200
Museum will be a 28,700 in the annual salaries
square foot structure ence/classrooms, Phase  of others annually tothe $10.9 million for Phase of the three full-time
including 13,000 square IV willbe the construc-  Killeen-Fort Hood area, I of the building, $10.4 foundation employees
feet of interactive and tion of the museum gift  foundation officials said. million for exhibitsand and three development
immersive permanent shop and foundation Crouch said atten- an additional $5million  consultants. Rent, utili-
exhibit galleries and staff offices, Phase V dance atthe Museumis tocomplete PhasesII ties and other bills make
over 7,000 square feet will be the construc- projected to be 265,000 through VIL up the remainder of
of temporary exhibit tion of staff offices visitors in the first “Our immediate the budget, according to
space,” said Bob Crouch, for the museum cura- year, including 195,000 focus is on closing out Crouch.
vice president of the tors, Phase VI will be visitors from outside the the funding for Phase The museum project
foundation. “Weexpect  an upgraded outdoor local area, I'so that we can begin is still pending accep-
to construct Phases II amphitheater and Phase The museum expects  construction,” Crouch tance by the Secretary
through VII sequentially VIIwillbe an additional tobringinaminimum  said. ‘Anecdotally, we of the Army; who is
once Phase I is under- pair of multi-functional of $5million annually know that visible, physi- the only one who can
way.”’ conference/classrooms.  to the local economy; cal progress on aproject approve the Center of
According to Crouch, In addition to memo- said retired Lt. Gen. like this builds excite- Military History tak-
Phase II will expand rializing the many units Paul “Butch” Funk,the  mentinthe community ingover the museum,
the permanent exhibit and soldiers whoatone  foundation’s president and encourages people  Crouch said.
gallery space by 11,000 time called Fort Hood and CEO. to support and contrib- To donate or find out
square feet. Phase IIT home, the museum also According to Crouch, uteto the effort. more information about
will be the construction ~ will be a go-to destina- the top expenses in “Our architect, Hucka- the National Mounted
of two 1,500 squarefoot  tion for visitors and the $26 million capital bee Inc., will complete Warrior Museum, go to
multi-purpose confer- could attract thousands  campaign goal include the 100 percent design of nmwfoundation.org.
the Greater Killeen Chamber of LE A D E R S
H OT DA Commerce. The study’s goal is to
identify the factors driving the
FROM PAGE 57 significant population growth of FROM PAGE 56

highlighted the significant im-
pacts of Fort Hood on the Central
Texas region and recommended
approaches to pursue in support
of Fort Hood growth and future
missions. The alliance will seek
to implement those recommenda-
tions moving forward in 2019 and
beyond in cooperation with Fort
Hood and regional cities and coun-
ties.

The alliance also contributed
to a population growth study
of Central Texas sponsored by

the Central Texas area over the
last 17 years and determine if
and how it will continue to grow.
When completed, the results will
inform regional development
and planning to better accommo-
date any future growth.

The alliance continued engage-
ments to bring new missions to
Fort Hood throughout the year
while providing information on
Fort Hood and the region. In 2018,
the Army activated a new unit,
the 3rd Security Force Assistance
Brigade, at Fort Hood.

2ND ARMORED BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM

Col. Jeremy S. Wilson replaced Col. Steven J. Ad-
ams as commander of the 2nd Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, in June.

3RD AIR SUPPORT OPERATIONS GROUP

The major U.S. Air Force command on Fort
Hood also changed hands, with Air Force Col.
Charles M. Drouillard taking the reins from Air
Force Col. Aaron L. Ullman. The 3rd Air Support
Operations Group provides III Corps units with
tactical air control party operators, airmen who
provide Army units with air support, and also
provided weather reports for all Fort Hood units.
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BY MATT PAYNE
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

ith an estimated population
of 34,787 residents, Copperas
Cove continues to experience
growth in housing, retail and
industrial business.

Homes continue to be built, the Five
Hills Retail Center is filling up on the
city’s east side, and many projects are
underway to boost the city’s overall qual-
ity of life.

The Business Highway 190 corridor,
currently seven lanes of traffic — three
in each direction with a center turn lane
— will be redesigned, as approved by the
Copperas Cove City Council.

Copperas Cove has a wide variety
of events and activities on tap each
year, from the Five Hills Art Guild “GO
GREEN!” festival in March to the annual
Rabbit Fest in May, both at City Park.

The Rabbit Fest brings an estimated
20,000 people to Copperas Cove and
features a parade, carnival, pageant, car
show and rabbit show.

Copperas Cove Parks and Recreation
offers golfing at the Hills of Cove Golf
Course, which will soon see a new golf
cart path built to ease access to the 18
holes. The Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will be finishing a host of improve-
ments to the parks in the coming year,
from paving parking lots to adding
walking trails.

Among other improvement projects
on the drawing board for Copperas Cove
are the renovation and expansion of
Fire Station No. 3, and construction of
Fire Station No. 4, which will increase
the ability of the Copperas Cove Fire De-
partment to respond to emergency calls
throughout the city. The Fire Depart-
ment will also be adding more than 20
employees and new equipment over the

The U.S. Highway
190 bypass is seen
heading away
from Copperas
Covein this photo
looking to the
west. Despite
fears by some
residents that
the bypass would
divert traffic from
the downtown
area, the city

has continued to
grow and flourish
economically. The
old highway, now
called Business
Highway 190, is
being redesigned,
as approved by
the city council.
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Copperas Coveonly expanding

next three years.

The Copperas Cove Animal Shelter,
which is part of the Police Department,
is also slated for expansion and renova-
tion, to better house the many dogs and
cats surrendered by their owners or
picked up as strays.

The plan also includes a 2,400-square-
foot play area for the animals, allowing
them to exercise instead of being con-
fined throughout the day in kennels.

Keep Copperas Cove Beautiful, a board
created by the city, continues to promote
environmental issues to improve the
city’s overall appearance and quality of
life.

For more than a year, Ryan Haverlah is
acting as interim city manager and keep-
ing all plans on track as Cove continues
to move forward. The city council has
several new faces with new ideas for how
the city built for family living can press
forward.
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Covepolice, fire strive toensure city safety

BY MATT PAYNE
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The Copperas Cove Police Depart-
ment, led by the Police Chief Eddie Wil-
son, strives to provide residents with a
safe and secure community:

Several services comprise the depart-
ment. They include the Criminal Inves-
tigation Section; the Organized Crime
Unit; an Administrative Sergeant
who is responsible for Community
Relations and Public Information; the
Communications Section; an Evidence
Custodian; and the Records Section.
The Animal Control Department is also
included in the department.

Improvements made to the depart-
ment in the past year include equip-
ment upgrades, such as improving
department cameras and other technol-
ogy. Police is one of the most highly
prioritized sections of the Copperas
Cove budget.

The Copperas Cove Fire Department,
led by Fire Chief Michael Neujahr,
provides both fire and EMS services to
Copperas Cove residents and to almost
90 square miles of southern Coryell
County, averaging 350 emergency re-
sponses monthly.

Among improvement projects on the
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Firefighter Dalton Kuehn shows the features of a Copperas Cove fire engine to children June 26 at the

Copperas Cove Public Library.

drawing board for Copperas Cove are
the renovation and expansion of Fire
Station No. 3, and construction of Fire
Station No. 4, which will increase the
ability of the Copperas Cove Fire De-
partment to respond to emergency calls
throughout the city.

The Fire Department will also be add-
ing more than 20 employees and new
equipment over the years.

Both the police and fire departments
routinely hold community outreach
events, including facility open houses
and meet-and-greets.

Cove economic development corp. in holding pattern

BY MATT PAYNE
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The Copperas Cove Economic
Development Corporation continues
to press forward even as the organiza-
tion is going through some leadership
changes.

The resignation of Cove’s longtime
city manager more than a year ago
has delayed the hiring of a new EDC
director, but interim director Diane
Drussell and company have ensured
the EDC continues to work with other
Copperas Cove city departments.

The EDC can provide incentives for
businesses interested in locating to or

expanding in Copperas Cove.

The Copperas Cove Economic De-
velopment Corporation was formed
in 1990 by a vote of the residents. The
EDC board has worked for nearly
three decades to negotiate land deals
with Fort Hood and attracted many
businesses to retail developments and
other areas of the city.

The EDC works with other Copperas
Cove city departments to ensure the
infrastructure for new businesses is in
place. The EDC can also provide incen-
tives for businesses interested in locat-
ing or expanding in Copperas Cove.

Classes and meetings to encourage
small business development are part

of the EDC program. That includes of-
fering small businesses with resources
that include educational programs, tip
programs and spotlighting new busi-
nesses as they begin to fill the city.

The Cove EDC works with business-
es interested in locating or expanding
to Copperas Cove.

“The Economic Development De-
partment participates in marketing/
recruiting events, follows up on leads
from the state and other resources,
and makes calls to companies who
have expressed interest in our city,”
Drussell said. “In addition, we attend
trade shows to help companies who
are interested in relocating to Texas.”
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Your drive through Cove will soon look different

BY MATT PAYNE
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The main path through the
City of Copperas Cove will
look drastically different as
the community strives to
improve its roads, properties
and facilities.

In the City Council meeting

Nov. 20, interim City Manager ™

Ryan Haverlah provided an
update on the timeline of
renovations to be made on
U.S. Business Highway 190.

Following criticism from
both residents and council-
men, the renovation will
include no lane reductions,
but at the cost of a narrower
sidewalk.

The revisions cost the city
an additional $72,000 on top of
the $518,975 that has already
been spent toward design and
planning.

An original plan proposed a
lane reduction from Constitu-
tion Drive to Avenue D, from
three lanes to two lanes in
each direction.

In December, the city
planned on finishing the “30
percent phase” of the design,
which was submitted to the
Texas Department of Trans-
portation for a comprehen-
sive review of the schematic
design.

TxDOT held a public hear-
ing Feb. 12 at the Civic Center.

In June 2019, the city antici-
pates completion of the “60
percent design” completion.

Then, between March and
May 2020, bid letting for the
construction of the project
will occur.

Among other projects, sup-
plying water to city residents
and businesses requires
constant improvements, as
the Capital Improvement Plan
shows. Those projects range
from waterline relocations
and sewer line replacement
to storage tank rehabilitation
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Morning commuters travel along U.S. Business 190 on Aug. 3 in Copperas

Cove.

and drainage improvements.

At the Hills of Cove Golf
Course, a new golf cart path
is part of the overall improve-
ments to the facility.

Other parks in the city will
see improvements, as well.
Paving of parking lots and
renovation of restrooms, con-
cession and storage, construc-
tion of pavilions, playgrounds
and paved walking trails are
included in those plans.

PLANNED FOR 2019-2022

A new facility for the Cop-
peras Cove Animal Shelter
has been in the planning
stages for awhile. Construc-
tion on the project will start
in 2019, according to the Capi-
tal Improvement Plan. This
will allow Animal Control
to house more animals and
allow for longer stays in the
shelter, increasing adoption
opportunities.

A redesign and expansion
of Cove’s Fire Station No. 3
is on the Capital Improve-
ment Plan for 2020. Officials
said it will provide space for
additional Fire Department
personnel and equipment.

Improvements to the city’s

radio communication system
infrastructure is scheduled
for 2021. The current system
has been in place since 2004,

JOHN
LISTER,

and is reaching the end of its
programmed life expectancy,
according to the Capital Im-
provement Plan.

Fire Station No. 4 will be
built to give the Cove Fire De-
partment a means to handle
the ever-increasing number
of calls in the growing com-
munity. That project is due in
2022.

The complete Capital
Improvement Plan for the
City of Copperas Cove can be
found on the website: www.
copperascovetx.gov.

Reconstruction projects on
Pecan Cove Drive, Oak Hill
Drive, Deer Flat Drive, Ogle-
tree Pass and Freedom Lane
are planned for completion
by 2022. Improvements such
as installing guard rails in
areas with steep dropoffs and
installation of curbs are part
of those projects.
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Gatesville continues to expand

BY MATT PAYNE
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The county seat of Coryell
County, Gatesville, is also
known as the Spur Capital
of Texas. Donated in 1991,
the Loyd and Madge Mitch-
ell Collection of about 10,000
pairs of spurs, is thought to
be the largest collection in
the world.

Gatesville continues its
growth in a variety of areas.

City leaders have recently
begun the process of devel-
oping a new Comprehensive
Plan for the city.

According to City Man-
ager Bill Parry, the goal is to
end up with a plan that will
guide the city as it looks to
future expansion and devel-
opment.

Coryell Memorial Health-
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A Texas flag is seen popping in the
wind June 29 on Main Street in
Gatesville.

care System, based in Gates-
ville, will eventually con-
tinue its multimillion-dollar
renovation and expansion
project.
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The plan is to renovate
and add facilities across
almost every part of the
health care system’s 117,000
square feet.

The project that started
in November 2016 was set
to feature new operating
rooms, a new 25-bed hospi-
tal portion, a 16-bed rehab
center and new administra-
tive offices.

Currently, the project is on
hold, according to the hospi-
tal, but will be picked up in
the future, officials say.

Within the past year, the
healthcare system added
pulmonary rehabilitation
and cardiac rehabilitation
programs, hired a full-time
cardiologist and added a
psychiatrist nurse practitio-
ner to its team.

The Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District has
been brainstorming new
ideas and formulating ac-
tion plans to address each
specific strategy area.

Formed in the 1880s, GISD
now has nearly 3,000 stu-
dents.

“The mission of Gatesville
ISD, a portal to limitless
possibilities, is to empower
our students to be life-ready
knowledge seekers and
problem-solvers by instill-
ing leadership, innovation,
integrity, critical thinking,
and service through chal-
lenging and engaging learn-
ing experiences facilitated
by passionate teachers and
supported by caring parents
and community members,”
says the district in its mis-
sion statement.

Some new visitor-related
businesses have come to
Gatesville. The Hidden Val-
ley RV Getaway, a 63-acre
recreational vehicle park,
opened at 246 Farm-to-Mar-
ket 116. The Bed and Break-
fast opened at 327 E. Main
Street. Peacock Cabins, 1804
South St. also offers accom-
modations for travelers.

The Gatesville Convention
and Visitors Bureau has a
new website, as well, where
alot of information is avail-
able: www.visitgatesvilletx.
com.

HERALD |FILE
Main street is seen June 29, connecting the west and east portions of
Gatesville.
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Kempner offers community with rural setting

BY MATT PAYNE
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Kempner, despite being a relatively
small community with a population of
around 1,100, continues to be a draw
for families looking for a more rural
lifestyle.

Businesses also continue to eye the
area for new development, marking it as
a town for potential growth. More than
15 businesses currently call the small
city home, and the city hopes to draw
more to the area with its newly estab-
lished Reinvestment Zone and its Tax
Abatement and Economic Development
Policy.

A new mini mall with numerous
stores, as well as some apartment build-
ings, was built in 2018 on U.S. High-
way 190 across from The Brick Oven,
Kempner’s German restaurant.

The Brick Oven continues to draw
sizeable crowds with its German cuisine
and handmade pizza. The Taqueria
Express, a small Mexican restaurant
with a drive-thru, also draws its share
of customers with its food and friendly
staff.

The latest business addition is a new
automobile repair shop, Fans Automo-
tive, at Farm-to-Market 2808 and U.S.
Highway 190.

The city of Kempner’s first woman

mayor, Carolyn Crane, was elected in
May 2015 and continues to serve in that
position. The City Council is composed
of five elected members. Melba Vande-
veer, David Richardson, Clifton Morse,
Bob Crane and Don Casper.

The city recently doubled the number
of employees in its police department.

Kempner continues to sell stones to
honor veterans for the park’s “Wall of
Honor.” The stones honor any veteran
from any state who participated in a war
for our country, including the Civil War.
The wall has quite a few stones now,
with alot of veterans’ children buy-
ing stones to honor their parents who
served.

Lampasas focuses on workforce training, capital projects

BY ARTIE PHILLIPS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Strengthening the local workforce has
continued to be a priority for the city
of Lampasas, with help from the school
district, county and colleges.

The Lampasas Independent School
District’s Career and Technical Educa-
tion program continues to expand each
year. The is proposing a new facility for
agriculture and animal science, along
with new programs including cosmetol-
ogy, construction and welding. The pro-
gram currently offers over 700 various
certifications.

The Lampasas County Higher Educa-
tion Center also gives residents the op-
portunity to pursue professional certifi-
cations without leaving Lampasas. The
center offers a variety of career-training
programs in allied health fields, which
are approved and regulated by the Texas
Workforce Commission, and in the fall
of 2017 began offering the Information
Technologies Technician course. This
course was designed to certify students
in various computer hardware setups,
network, security and troubleshooting
— enabling students to gain entry to job

fields such as system or network ad-
ministrators, help-desk technicians and
Security Officer level 1.

In partnership with Central Texas
College and Texas A&M University-Cen-
tral Texas, the center continues to offer
courses in several academic fields, which
range from microbiology, physics and
anatomy to fine art appreciation.

The city has been growing residen-
tially and commercially, as well. Becky
Sims, with the City of Lampasas plan-
ning department, reported that 43 resi-
dential permits were issued in Lampasas
last year. In addition, the 67-home Stone
Valley subdivision will break ground
this year, as well as possibly two more
subdivisions totaling 50 homes.

In terms of commercial growth,
several local businesses are planning
expansions including Silver Creek
Assisted Living, AWS Contractors, Oil
States Industries, Boone RV Park, M&M
Butcher Block and West Oaks Inde-
pendent Living Community, to name a
few. Oil States will be hosting a grand
opening for their new facility in March.
Quality Inn & Suites completed a major
renovation in the Fall of 2018 includ-
ing new furniture, bedding, televisions,

technology and carpeting.

Multiple businesses came to Lampa-
sas in 2018, including The Rolling Pin
Bakery and Café, Domino’s Pizza, LS
Plumbing, Moonlight Pool and Spa,
Memo’s Mexican Restaurant, Bella Italia
Restaurant, Stoneledge Winery & Vine-
yard, BAM Vapor, Cruise Holidays &
Vacations and Mills County State Bank.

Remodeling is expected to be com-
pleted by summer 2019 on the Keystone
Hotel, a local landmark built between
1856 and 1870, purchased by an Austin
man with a lifelong interest in historic
buildings.

The Lampasas Economic Development
Corporation continued improvements
to technology infrastructure in 2018,
working alongside Foresite Group, Inc.
Foresite Group will present recommen-
dations and overall assessment to City
officials and EDC board members in
spring 2019. In addition to the technol-
ogy project, City Council continues to
focus on a capital improvement plan
that includes a new Water/Wastewater
facility and renovation of the 1931 Roy
L. Thomas building (Old City Hall), with
plans to host the first city council meet-
ing in early spring.
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RECREATION

BY CLAY WHITTINGTON
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

t was another year full of high
school athletic achievements in the
area, and it did not take long for the
impressive performances to begin.

Ellison dominated on the basketball
court during January with both the
Eagles and Lady Eagles finishing atop
the District 8-6A standings.

Led by senior standout Casey Armour,
who was named all-district most valu-
able player, the Eagles won a share of
the district championship en route to
reaching the regional quarterfinals,
where they were eliminated by No. 10
Allen 65-54.

The Lady Eagles experienced similar
success behind district MVP Cielo Mc-
Clain, capturing the district champion-
ship and finishing the regular season
ranked 16th in the state.

Lampasas’ boys basketball team made
history under first-year head coach
Aaron Nuckles, who guided the Badgers
to a playoff victory, giving the program
consecutive seasons with a postseason
win for the first time since 2001.

Lampasas senior Kyle Sims and Ar-
mour were each placed on their respec-
tive all-region teams.

Ellison’s accomplishments extended
into track season, where the Eagles won
the district championship and sent three
athletes to the state meet. Aubrey Kelly, a
senior, produced the top showing at state,
placing fourth in the discus with a throw
measuring 182 feet, 6 inches.

Gatesville pole vaulter Jordan Morse,
Lampasas pole vaulter Ryan Fesler,
Lampasas 300-meter hurdler Cameron
Everts, Salado’s girls 1,600 relay team,
Lampasas’ boys 1,600 relay team, Harker
Heights’ boys 1,600 relay team, Belton
discus thrower Kaylee Hausam, Killeen
triple jumper Devonte Cochran, Ellison
shot putter Antares Gillespie and El-
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Ellison’s Casey Armour shoots in a crowd of San Angelo Central defenders during a District 8-6A

game at Ellison.

lison 110 hurdler Sullivan Sanders also
advanced to the state meet.

Along with all its early success, Ellison
suffered a significant loss as head foot-
ball coach Trent Gregory retired after
five years with the program. During the
span, the Eagles went from being on a 30-
game losing streak to snapping a decade-
long playoff absence. Todd Wright took
over the vacant position.

A few months later, Copperas Cove
longtime head football coach and athletic
director Jack Welch surprisingly retired
after 24 years with the program, usher-
ing a new era under Jack Alvarez, who
inherited the program after winning a
state championship in 2014 at Ennis. The
Bulldawgs reached the playoffs finished
fourth in district and reached the play-
offs in 2018.

The area was also well represented
at the state wrestling meet in Cypress,
where five local products — Everts, a
Lampasas sophomore, Ellison freshman
Ayanna Bess, Killeen’s Zharia Hopkins
and Shoemaker teammates Dhaikiyah
Geter and Chris Williams — competed.
Everts and Hopkins each emerged with
bronze medals.

On the soccer pitch, Shoemaker
qualified for the playoffs for the first
time behind a pair of all-district superla-
tive winners in Vance Brown (offensive
player of the year) and Everett Estell
(co-newcomer of the year). Additionally;
Grey Wolves head coach Greg Jordan
was named coach of the year.

Salado swept District 25-4A with the

PLEASE SEE ATHLETES, 65
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UIL realignment changes schedules, opponents

BY CLAY WHITTINGTON
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The high school athletic landscape
shifted in 2018.

After spending the previous two years
as part of District 8-6A, area Class 6A
schools Killeen, Ellison, Shoemaker,
Harker Heights, Copperas Cove and
Belton were relocated into District 12-6A
as part of the University Interscholastic
League’s biennial realignment process.

But the shift in districts and the accom-

panying move from Region I to Region IT
was only part of the shake-up.

Despite losing San Angelo Central, the
district grew.

Along with the sextet of area schools,
Waco Midway remained with the group,
while Temple and Waco were added,
creating a unusually large nine-team
district full of new and old rivals.

Temple and Waco were opponents
with the Killeen-area schools for years
prior to enrollment numbers separating
the teams into different classifications
before to the 2014 season.

Following years as smaller Class 5A
teams, however, Temple and Waco were
elevated, reigniting memories of con-
frontations from years past.

The reunion creates issues, though.

In football, with every team needing
to play each other once, the eight-game
schedule limited programs to just two
nondistrict games — contests typically
used to prepare teams for district play.

In other sports, the change was even
more dramatic.

All district teams play each other twice
in most sports, including volleyball,
basketball, baseball, softball and soccer,
which further limits teams’ nondistrict
schedules. In fact, the very first game
of the 2019 season for District 12-6A
baseball and softball teams was also the
district opener; forcing teams to be in
midseason form long before normal.

Regardless, coaches, players and fans
must adjust.

The UIL will not have another realign-
ment until 2020.

Schools are reclassified every two
school years based on enrollments before

being placed in districts constructed in
part to make geographic sense.

Class 6A schools have an enrollment of
2,190 students and above.

Waco is the smallest Class 6A school
in the state with an enrollment of 2,195,
while Temple has an enrollment of 2,269,
matching Copperas Cove’s total. Ellison’s
enrollment of 2,979 is the largest in
Killeen ISD with Harker Heights (2,787),
Killeen (2,646) and Shoemaker (2,576)
following.

Belton is the district’s largest school
with 3,366 students, and Midway has 2,448.

Based on enrollments, Class 6A schools
are split into two separate divisions for
football playoffs after district standings
are determined with the two largest
qualifying schools playing in Division I
and the remaining teams going into the
Division IT bracket.

With the change in district, area
schools will play against opponents from
District 11-6A — Longview, Mesquite,
Mesquite Horn, North Mesquite, Rock-
wall, Rockwall-Heath and Tyler Lee — in
the first round of the playoffs.

ATHLETES

FROM PAGE 64

Eagles and Lady Eagles each earning a
district championship behind all-district
most valuable players Costas Loullis and
Hannah Reavis, respectively.

Eagles goalkeeper Trey Sheppard and
Lampasas defender Jonathan Guther-
idge landed on the all-state first team.

Belton freshman Dallas Hankamer
and Copperas Cove’s Elle Fox won the
individual district golf championships,
while the Tigers earned the team title,
and the Lady Bulldawgs placed second.

Gatesville won the boys and girls
district golf titles behind first-place
finishers Evan Washburn and Kaylan
Summers, and the boys team’s season
ended at state, where the Hornets placed
10th.

For the girls, Gatesville also finished
10th at state, while Salado placed sixth
and Lampasas freshman LeeAnn Parker
ended in a three-way tie for 21st indi-
vidually.

Salado also produced on the baseball
field, reaching the regional final before
having its 29-6-2 season ended by Jasper.
Eagles seniors Jacob Wilk and Drew
Dobbins split the award as all-district
most valuable player, and Wilk landed
on the all-state first team.

Copperas Cove and Belton each
qualified for the playoffs in baseball and
softball, while Gatesville, Salado and
Lampasas each reached the postseason
in softball, but none of the teams ad-
vanced beyond the second round.

Belton’s Avery Drake was named 8-6A
All-District Most Valuable Player in
softball.

Following the summer break, Copper-
as Cove returned to the volleyball court
and delivered a 41-4 record, reaching
the second round of the playoffs. El-
lison, Belton, Gatesville and Salado also
made the playoffs, but the Lady Bull-
dawgs were the only team to produce a
victory.

Salado sophomore Jaci McGregor
won her district championship and
placed second at regionals en route to
a fifth-place showing at the state cross

country meet. Lampasas’ Taylor Moore,
Gatesville’s Tasha Thoms and Katrina
Thoms and Salado’s Hunter Haas and
Logan Rickey also raced at state.

Lampasas stunned people on the foot-
ball field, going 6-4 and finishing second
in district behind undefeated Liberty
Hill before reaching the second round of
the playoffs for the first time since 2011.

Belton and Copperas Cove were the
only other area teams to make the
playoffs.

Killeen Festival

h‘ﬂ'\- | ﬁlh

Rides
Drinks

zt":lz |

Arm Bands |
£20 ‘r‘lr'.t_'l."i{d"'l}" LT,
525 Weekends s

Hot Dags
& Popcorn

Discounted arm bands -

Killeen Daily Herald

2019 Progress | 65



———

Killeen Parks and Rec offers classes, trails, swimming, sports

BY FELISA CARDENAS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

The Killeen Parks and Recreation De-
partment continues to provide modern,
family-friendly facilities.

Athletic leagues that start in the sum-
mer, the CenTex race series, fitness class-
es, hike and bike trails, and the aquatics
center are just a few of the activities the
department offers in 2019.

Killeen Parks and Recreation gives
local runners a chance to participate in
the CenTex Race Series, which will offer
16, 5k and 10k runs throughout the year
in Killeen and nearby cities, such as Cop-
peras Cove, Harker Heights, Temple and
Belton.

Online registration is available for
every race in the CenTex Race Series.

The department also offers two hike
and bike trails.

The Andy K. Wells Hike and Bike Trial
starts at the Killeen Community Center
and is 2.5 miles long. The trail eventually
may complete a series of trails linking
Belton Lake and Stillhouse Hollow Lake.

The trail at Lions Club Park opened
in 2011 and loops around a recreation
section that includes a playground and
outdoor basketball courts. The trail is 1.5
miles long and is at 1600 E. Stan Schlu-
eter Loop.

Killeen spokeswoman Hilary Shine
said the city is working to install consis-
tent sidewalks that lead to the trail.

While a new hike and bike path on the
south side of town isn’t expected to open
until 2020, Shine said the city is working
on extending the road in order to con-
tinue to connect parks to people.

“They can ride their bike to go to Lions
Park or Heritage Oaks but it’s those
kinds of things too, where we’re also
trying, strategically as an organization,
to figure out how to make people more
mobile. Not necessarily driving mobile
but (using) these alternate modes of
transportation.”

The Killeen Community Center is a
multipurpose facility that offers a gym
and meeting rooms, which can be rented
to host anything from birthday and
anniversary parties to receptions and
meetings. The center also has an arts and
crafts room that is available for group
rentals.

HERALD | FILE
Youngsters play in the water at the Family
Aquatic Center at Lions Club Park in Killeen on
opening day last summer.

The City of Killeen rededicated the
Blackburn Log House in August as the
landmark was preserved to honor the
city’s history.

The Texas Historical Commission
granted the John Blackburn Log house a
Texas Historic Marker in 1985 as part of
the Texas Sesquicentennial.

The log house, at the Killeen Commu-
nity Center, sees thousands of visitors
each year.

Room and pavilion rental applications
are available at killeentexas.gov.

The community center also offers
classes such as zumba, indoor cycling
and yoga among others. An increase in
classes and programs occurs in the sum-
mer, according to Shine.

The Killeen Family Recreation Center
is part of Lions Club Park and features
the Tommie Harris Fitness Center,
named after the former Ellison defen-
sive tackle, who went on to star for the
Chicago Bears.

Harris donated the gym equipment
located on the second floor of the recre-
ation center, where professional body-
builders and casual lifters alike train
each day.

The first floor offers two indoor basket-
ball courts where residents and nonresi-
dents can play.

The recreation center offers monthly;
quarterly and annual membership fees
for family; adult, senior and youth.

Childcare is provided to members at no
additional charge.

The Killeen Family Aquatics Center is
also part of Lions Club Park and was re-
painted and pools were resurfaced prior

to the start of the 2018 summer swim
season. The center offers day passes and
season passes to residents and nonresi-
dents and features a bathhouse, a 10,360-
square-foot multi-use pool, a 25-meter lap
pool, three water slides, a bowl slide and
atot slide.

Killeen Parks and Recreation also
offers Long Branch pool, at 1101 Branch
Drive inside Long Branch Park. Both
the Aquatic Center and Long Branch
pool will reopen during Memorial Day
weekend.

Like the Killeen Family Aquatics
Center, Long Branch Pool offers day and
season passes, but pool passes are not
valid at the Aquatics Center.

Killeen Parks and Recreation also of-
fers two senior centers for people age 55
and older, one at Lions Club Park and one
at the Bob Gilmore Senior Center at 2205
E. Veterans Memorial Blvd. There is no
fee to join either center, but certain activi-
ties will require members to purchase
supplies.

The Bob Gilmore Center has yoga,
dancing, movie nights, games, exercise,
oil painting and many more activities.

The center also serves lunch at 11:30
a.m. every day at a cost of $3 per person.
Lunch also requires a reservation by
noon the day before.

Killeen Parks and Recreation also of-
fers a number youth and adult leagues.

The Tri-County Soccer Club offers
teams for youth ages 4 to 14. The depart-
ment also offers youth leagues for T-ball,
softball, baseball and flag football as well
as boys and girls basketball.

Registration for each of the leagues is
available online at killeentexas.gov.

In addition to the youth leagues,
Killeen Parks and Recreation also offers
anumber of adult leagues, including
basketball, softball, kickball, flag football,
soccer and volleyball at Lions Club Park.

A full schedule of activities is expected
to be released by the city in the coming
weeks.

Those interested in serving the com-
munity can participate in the Adopt-

A- Park initiative where community
volunteers participate in litter removal
and maintenance of local parks.

Learn more about Killeen Parks and
Recreation at killeentexas.gov or call 254-
501-6390, 254-501-8889 or 254-286-2005.
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UMHB football
back on top

BY FELISA CARDENAS
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Folowing a perfect 2017
season that was tainted by an
NCAA Division IIT champi-
onship loss against Mount
Union 12-0, the University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor earned
its second national champi-
onship in program history
with a 24-16 victory over the
Purple Raiders in the Amos
Alonzo Stagg Bowl XLVI in
December.

En route to reaching their
third consecutive Stagg Bowl,
the Crusaders finished 15-0
on the year to tie the school
and American Southwest
Conference record for victo-
ries in a season.

The Crusaders placed four
players on the Associated
Press Little All-American
Division III Teams, and each
was a First Team selection.

Markeith Miller ran for
1,864 yards and 30 touch-
downs on the season, accord-
ing to Cru Athletics. He also
added two touchdown recep-
tions. Colton Hall helped lead
the way for the offense that
averaged 238.7 rushing yards
and 53.4 points per game on
the season. He was also the
team’s highest-grading offen-
sive lineman.

Jalen Martin is a senior
from Cedar Ridge High
School who recorded 66
total tackles and added four
interceptions and 10 pass
break-ups.

Jefferson Fritz, a sopho-
more more free safety from
Kaufman High School,
intercepted a school-record 12
passes, broke up seven more,
posted 40 tackles and blocked

two kicks on the season.

Joey Longoria and Reggie
Cole were both named to
the AP All-America Second
Team. Longoria had 67 tack-
les, 12 tackles for loss and led
the Cru with eight sacks. Cole
intercepted two passes, broke
up seven and had 35 total
tackles.

Miller, Fritz and return spe-
cialist Aaron Sims all earned
spots on the D3football.com
All-America First Team.
Sims returned a school-re-
cord five punts for touch-
downs and averaged 29.1
yards per return. He also had
four touchdown receptions.

Longoria and Cole were
both voted D3football.com
Second Team All-America.
Hall was a Third Team All-
America selection. Martin
and offensive guard Lane
Smith claimed Honorable
Mention All-America honors.
Smith joined Hall on the of-
fensive front wall for the Cru
and led the team in knock-
down blocks on the season.

The Crusaders held a free
celebration with fans on Jan.
31 and 1,000 visitors received
commemortive posters that
could be autographed by ath-
letes and coaches of the team.

Mary Hardin-Baylor has
plenty to celebrate as 61 of 661
student-athletes from 13 mem-
ber and two affiliate institu-
tions have been recognized
by the American Southwest

Conference on its 2018 Fall All-

Academic honor roll.

The teams were announced
by the ASC office and in-
clude the sports of men’s
and women’s cross country;,
football, men’s and women’s
soccer and volleyball.

KILLEEN BOWLERAMA

(254) 699-5222

l' )
j ‘ II.I
“Stnofivs= WIIME!

1PM - 10PM - LLELo

$8.00 PER PERSON IIIIIIEIIIH NIGHT

lIIIlIIlITEI] {I][[{[{*" Monipm-Tipm 4
Wed & Thurs
i’ e

9pm - -1ipm
BE

 Susog PER PEnsnu

'Il%“ j —

Open: Sunday Noon - 1me K“IEE“
‘ Bowlerama
Corner of Rancier & 38th 5t,

Mon. - Wed. Noon - 11pm
Killeen, T

Thursday 4pm - 11pm
www. killeenbowlerama.com

Friday Moon - 1am
Saturday Noon - 1am

L WE N
58" SCOTTISH GATHERING
& Highland Games
= November 8-10,2019
| Salado Civic Center - 601 North Main

‘ Bagpipe Bands  Singers & Musicians
h‘. ’E Highland Dancers Scottish Clans Village
Scottish Athletics  Celtic Marketplace

More information, times, prices at
saladoscottishfestival.com

254-941-5232

. Procesds Benetil the Salado Meseum & College Park

A S0TEN3 nonprelf! opanzation

Killeen Daily Herald

2019 Progress | 67



illeeniSD

BY KATELYN ROBERTSON
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

n May, residents voted to approve

two bond projects totaling $426 mil-

lion that would allow the Killeen

Independent School District to take
on several construction and renovation
projects.

The bond issue was driven, in part, by
current overcrowding in the district’s
schools.

Enrollment for the 2018-2019 school
year, the 26th largest school district in
Texas, peaked at 45,091, and the pre-
liminary projected enrollment for next
school year is 45,583.

Two of KISD’s four traditional high
schools are over capacity, officials said,
and the school district holds classes
in 290 portable classrooms every day
because the permanent buildings are
crowded and over capacity at elementary;
middle and high school levels.

This school construction bond election
was the first for Killeen ISD in 16 years.
Since the last bond, KISD has grown by
nearly 14,000 students, nearly the size of
the entire Waco school district.

In the initial bond plan, a total of
$426 million was approved between two
propositions.

Safe shelter & suppaortive services
for people experiencing family violence

Supportive services
for veterans & their families
Call 254.634.1184
1.888.799.5AFE mfﬁ}

www.familiesincrisis.net

KISD

An aerial view of Maude Moore Wood Elementary School shows construction is underway. The proj-
ect is set to be completed in June and scheduled to open for the 2019-2020 school year.

Proposition A allotted $235 million for
safety and accessibility projects and the
construction of two new campuses, High
School No. 6 and Elementary No. 36. The
safety updates are underway district-
wide, and the $19 million budgeted for
these projects has not changed.

Over the summer, new security vesti-
bules were installed at Harker Heights
and Shoemaker high schools. These
vestibules provide a physical barrier
that requires visitors to enter the front
office before gaining access to the rest of
the campus.

This measure is in addition to the new
electronic buzzer systems that were in-
stalled at all four high school campuses
over the summer.

These systems allow staff members to
see a visitor and press a button allowing
entrance into the office. Here, the staff
conducts a background screening and
can then grant entrance into the rest of

the school. This system helps ensure that
the school is able to control who has ac-
cess to the building, district officials say.

Similar locking features are being
installed at all 48 of the district’s regular
campuses. Improvements are about 90
percent complete at the 32 elementary
schools.

“I'm pleased with the progress being
made on the improvements in protecting
students and staff from potential intrud-
ers with security vestibules, automatic
locking doors and buzzer systems,”
Superintendent John Craft said.

Exterior doors of KISD campuses
are unlocked by scanning an employee
badge, and additional badge readers and
timers are being installed at all high
school campuses so that all doors can re-
main locked during times when students
are inside the school.

PLEASE SEE KISD, 74
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Copperas Cove ISD expands for growth

BY KATELYN ROBERTSON
KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Copperas Cove ISD is showing signs of
moderate growth, according to Deputy
Superintendent of Operations and Sup-
port Services Rick Kirkpatrick.

Currently, the district has an enroll-
ment of 8,243 students, compared to
8,132 students at this time last year. The
district peaked this year at 8,290 students
as compared to a peak of 8,184 students
last year. The district has averaged about
75 new students every year for the past
three years, but the new housing devel-
opments in Copperas Cove are beginning
to be reflected in the district enrollment
numbers, Kirkpatrick said.

In order to accommodate the growth
on the north side of the city, CCISD
is renovating Fairview Elementary
School so it can absorb some of the
new students moving into the area. The
Fairview renovation is expected to be
completed in time to open for the 2019-

f

UNIVERSITY OF MARY HARDIN-BAYLOR
Experience of a Lifetime

Education for Life...

2020 school year.

In August, CCISD opened a new trans-
portation facility on 16 acres it has on
Summers Road in the north part of the
city. The new facility provides room to
expand as student enrollment increases.

The 109 employees of the transporta-
tion department will now work in the
new building, which will allow for more
repair bays to fix the school buses and a
separate covered area to wash them.

The building’s ground was broken in
November 2017.

Joe Burns, CCISD Superintendent,
said the facility will enhance the depart-
ment’s ability to work efficiently.

“This means a great deal to us because
we finally have a facility that has the
space and has the structure to be able to
do what our transportation does really
well, and frees them up to focus on doing
their job, which is transporting kids
each and every day to and from school,”
Burns said.

In July, CCISD opened the District
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Service & Training Center, which houses
the central administration staff and
serves as a one-stop shop for central
office related needs or questions. The fa-
cility offers training rooms that are used
for employee professional development.

In 2018, CCISD engineered teacher plan-
ning time to provide better opportunities
for teachers to discuss the goals for stu-
dent learning, as well as effective ways to
help students meet those goals, according
to Dr. Patricia Remissong, deputy super-
intendent of instructional services.

“The focus of these planning sessions
is on providing students with strategies
and guidance, so that students can man-
age more complex and rigorous academ-
ic tasks,” Remissong said. “Extended
time for lesson planning allows more
opportunities for teachers to collaborate
with one another about their craft.”

CCISD teachers are also focused on the
ways in which they can assess student

PLEASE SEE CCISD, 73
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PREPARE for a new career or to
transfer to a university.

LEARN in the classroom in Killeen and on
Fort Hood or online.

GET A HEAD START with dual credit in
local high schools.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT
WWW.CTCD.EDU

MAYBORN

SCIENCE
THEATER

Experience the universe on our 60-foot dome with
state-of-the-art digital projection technology.

*

Featuring birthday parties, weekday
matinees and weekend public shows.

o
Memberships available, which include reciprocal
membership in more than 250 partner science
museums and planetariums.

For more information, call (254) 526~ or visit us online at
www.starsatnight.org

Communities In Schools
serves Bell, Coryell counties

BY MICHAEL DEWEES
CISEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Communities In Schools of Greater Central Texas is a
local, nonprofit organization currently serving Bell and
Coryell counties.

Since the organization’s founding in 1992, CIS has grown
to serve 45 campuses in five school districts: Killeen, Cop-
peras Cove, Temple, Belton and Salado.

CIS is one of 28 affiliates across the state of Texas that is
a part of the national CIS organization, which includes 164
affiliates across the nation.

“Communities In Schools is the nation’s largest and most
effective dropout prevention organization because we do
whatever it takes to keep kids in school and on the path to
graduation,” CIS Executive Director Michael Dewees said.
“Our mission is to surround students with a community of
support, empowering them to stay in school and achieve in
life.”

The organization offers services that support students
at risk of dropping out, to include academic support like
tutoring, and even basic needs such as food and clothing
for under-privileged students.

CIS addresses student needs by providing supportive
guidance and counseling, including children dealing with
the deployment of a parent as well as grief counseling,
crisis intervention, mentoring, conflict resolution, anger
management, drug and gang prevention and alcohol aware-
ness.

Dewees said his mission is simple. “Our goals are two-
fold: To improve academic performance and to provide
access to basic necessities so academic success is possible,”
Dewees said. “Once student needs are met, they can turn
their attention and energy to school. This ultimately leads
to academic success and higher achievement in school and
in life.”

Many children face challenges both inside and outside
the classroom, he said.

“There may be ample resources in a community, but
rarely is there someone on hand who is able to connect
these resources with the schools, students and families
that need them most,” Dewees said.

To accomplish its goals, CIS partners with local busi-
nesses, social service agencies, health care providers and
volunteers.

In the 2017-18 school year, CIS served more than 5,239
students struggling in academics. On average 93 percent of
students improved in academics, 96 percent improved in
behavior, 99 percent stayed in school and 96 percent were
promoted to the next grade.

CIS relies in part on donations and the support of the
community in which it serves. To learn more or to make a
donation, visit www.cis-tex.org.
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A&M University-Central Texas nears 10-year anniversary

BY KAREN CLOS
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS

Founded in 2009, Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Central Texas approaches its 10-year
anniversary this May, marking a number
of recent milestones that continue to
define and shape the innovative new uni-
versity, 10th of 11 regional universities
of the renowned Texas A&M University
System.

Pursuing an ambitious Long Range
Master Plan, envisioning a fully built-out
campus, A&M Central Texas continues
to make progress, adding facilities, new
degrees and graduating hundreds of stu-
dents every semester, including a record
number of graduates — 824.

Heritage Hall, the third of A&M Cen-
tral Texas buildings, opened in mid-fall
2018, featuring state-of-the art biology
and chemistry labs, performance labs for
exercise physiology and human perfor-
mance, ROTC programs, the college of
arts and sciences, criminal justice foren-
sic library archives and notable collec-
tions including University Archives and
Central Texas Historical Archives.

DEGREES

Offering 27 undergraduate degrees and
17 graduate degree through the College
of Arts and Science, the College of Busi-
ness Administration, and the College
of Education, A&M Central Texas has
awarded 6,423 degrees in its first nine
years.

Adding new and re-named degrees in
2018, A&M Central Texas now includes
four new undergraduate degrees: the
B.S., in Exercise Physiology and Human
Performance, the B.Mus., in Music, and
the B.A.A.S, in Criminal Justice and
Information Technology.

Three new graduate degrees were
also added in 2018: the M.A., in teach-
ing, the M.Ed. in higher education
leadership, and the ML.A. in English. A
fourth new graduate program, the M.S.
in One Planet Leadership, (formerly
named management and leadership),
became the first graduate program in
the U.S. to be affiliated with the One
Planet Education Networks, combining
business, leadership, and sustainability
principles.

hu
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Texas A&M University-Central Texas faculty, staff and some students arrive at Heritage Hall on Jan.
25 for a dedication ceremony to officially open the newest building on the TAMU-CT campus.

Upon approval from the regional ac-
creditor; A&M Central Texas anticipates
offering additional degrees in fall 2019:
an undergraduate degree in mechanical
engineering technology and graduate
degree in homeland security.

In fall, 2019, A&M Central Texas joins
forces with The Texas A&M University
System on the RELLIS campus in Bryan,
offering its undergraduate applied arts
and science degree in business manage-
ment on America’s newest center for
transformative research and education.

RELLIS offers adults in the region ac-
cess to 26 program offerings with Blinn
College District and several of the Texas
A&M Regional Universities.

Recognizing the importance of flexible
degree programs, A&M Central Texas
celebrated the results of The U. S. News
& World Report 2019 Best Online Pro-
grams that ranked its graduate degree
in criminal justice #22 and the (former)
graduate degree in management and
leadership #60. The online MBA ranked
101st, moving up almost ten points in the
rankings in 2018.

A&M Central Texas also boasts an
exceptional high achieving ROTC pro-
gram, often yielding more commissioned
officers than the University of Texas and
ranking into highly competitive Top 10%

and Top 20% of Distinguished Military
Graduates.

PARTNERSHIPS & RESEARCH

A&M Central Texas offers support for
those interested in pursuing a doctoral
degree in higher education and educa-
tional administration, partnering with
A&M Commerce to offer the First Choice
Program.

A&M Central Texas partners with a
variety of educational, governmental,
military, law enforcement, and health
care entities throughout the region

PLEASE SEE A&M-CT,73
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CTC continues history of a

BY BRUCE VASBINDER
CENTRAL TEXAS COLLEGE

Since opening its doors to more than
2,000 students in 1967, Central Texas Col-
lege has evolved into a unique institu-
tion focusing on an affordable, acces-
sible education.

The school’s diverse student popula-
tion includes nearly 7,500 students per
semester at its Killeen and Fort Hood
campuses, more than 36,000 students at
sites across the globe and an additional
4,000 students taking classes online.

More than 20 percent of local high
school come to CTC. School officials
estimate local students can save nearly
$15,000 in tuition and fees by completing
an associate degree with CTC before
moving on to a four-year university.

CTC prepares students for jobs or to
transfer to four-year universities, with
more than 100 associate degrees and
certificates of completion available in
many diverse fields.

Programs of study include aviation
science, business administration, com-
munications, computer science, comput-

er-aided drafting and design, electron-
ics technology, industrial technology;,
interdisciplinary studies, language,
mathematics, nursing and paramedic,
science and computer and information
technology.

NEW PROGRAMS

Logistics and Global Supply Chain
Management program opened in the fall
2018 semester and leads to an Associate
of Applied Science degree in Logistics
and Global Supply Chain Management
(60 credit hours) or a Global Supply
Chain Specialist Level I Certificate of
Completion (19 credit hours).

Courses in the program prepare
students for careers in transportation,
warehousing, distribution, inventory
control, purchasing and international
logistics.

The Logistics program was also
recently approved for Veterans Adminis-
tration benefits.

Cyberdefense-Information Assurance
degree and certificate program and the
Cybersecurity certificate of completion:
The degree program is a 60-credit hour

fordable education

curriculum leading to an Associate of
Applied Science degree and the certifi-
cate program involves 23 credit hours.
The Cybersecurity certificate grants 17
credit hours over two semesters.

DISTANCE EDUCATION

CTC offers more than 450 distance
education (online) courses to accom-
modate the needs of students who may
have job, family and other commitments
that deter them from attending tradi-
tional lecture courses.

Students may complete 30 degree and
34 certificate programs solely online.
The most recently added online pro-
gram is engineering. CTC was recently
ranked as the 13th best online college
among all schools in Texas and the
eighth best community college in the
country on the Top Colleges List 2018-19
assessed by OnlineColleges.com.

MILITARY COMMITMENT
CTC’s commitment to serving vet-
erans and military families across the

PLEASE SEE CTC, 74

UMHB prepares its students for global society

BY JAMES STAFFORD
UNIVERSITY OF MARY HARDIN-BAYLOR

The mission of the University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor is to prepare
students for leadership, service, and
faith-informed discernment in a global
society. The university enjoyed another
banner year, marked by new facilities
and exciting new programs.

In August, the first group of students
moved into Lord Hall. The university’s
newest residence hall has beds for 214
freshmen students.

The facility includes a large central
lobby, study rooms on the second and
third floors, computer kiosks through-
out the building, and two laundry
rooms on each floor. Another feature
unique to this hall is a large common
area on the third floor that is equipped
with a kitchen space.

Another exciting change to the

UMHB campus has been the creation
of the Mayborn College of Health Sci-
ences.

Named in honor of Sue Mayborn, the
college includes a variety of health-re-
lated degree programs, organized into
three schools: the Scott & White School
of Nursing, the School of Exercise and
Sport Science, and School of Health
Professions.

The School of Health Professionals
includes three graduate degree pro-
grams, the Doctor of Physical Therapy
program, Master of Science in Oc-
cupational Therapy program, and the
Master of Arts in Counseling program.

The university has also begun ac-
cepting applications for its new Master
of Science in Occupational Therapy
degree program.

This program will equip students
with the skills to help individuals of all
ages engage in everyday activities.

Through the use of meaningful activ-
ities, occupational therapists address
motor, cognitive, sensory, psychosocial,
and other challenges while capitalizing
on individual strengths to promote par-
ticipation in daily activities at home
and in the community.

This new program will operate out
of a 40,000-square-foot health sciences
learning space in the beautifully reno-
vated Hardy Hall, with 15,000 square
feet specifically designed for occupa-
tional therapy education.

A fourth graduate program will be
added to the School of Health Profes-
sionals when a new Master of Science
in Physician Assistant degree program
is launched in spring 2021. Applica-
tions for the program will begin being
accepted next year.

James Stafford is director of Marketing and Public Relations
for the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor.
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CCISD

FROM PAGE 69

progress throughout the school year.
Ongoing assessments of student prog-
ress provide teachers with the informa-
tion they need to respond to individual
student needs. This continuous cycle of
assessment also helps students monitor
their own growth, set higher goals for

their own achievement and celebrate
their success, district officials said.
Reading and writing continue to be a
central focus of the district’s efforts to
support student achievement and their
success later in life. CCISD teachers
work to isolate essential reading and
writing skills, as well as the strategies
students can rely on to build those skills.
Significant investment in classroom
libraries this year aims to promote
students’ independent reading habits

and provide students with ready access
to high-quality literature and informa-
tional text.

“As always, CCISD maintains a focus
on preparing students for life after high
school graduation,” Remissong said.
“Our successful partnership with Cen-
tral Texas College in Killeen is ongoing.
We continue to value the opportunity
provided to students to engage in a true
college course experience and earn col-
lege credit.”

A&M-CT G
Fort Hood,

regional
FROMPAGET1 Chambers

of Com-

merce, Central Texas College, Temple
College, Killeen ISD, and businesses
and community service agencies, many
of which benefit from strong program-
matic and service learning ties to our
degree programs.

In the last five years, the A&M
Central Texas faculty and staff have
generated more than $3.4 million in
research grants and contracts to support
educational programs and community
development for the Central Texas re-
gion. With over $5.1 million in research
grants and contracts in proposal stages,
the amount of research is continuing
to grow with specific research that
includes, but is not limited to: 1. PT'SD
for active duty and veterans, 2. Solar and
Sustainable future energy models, 3.
Cybersecurity and Homeland defense, 4.
Healthcare including those with Cogni-
tive Impairments, and 5. Invertebrate
research indigenous to the area.

According to Dr. Russ Porter, vice pres-
ident for Research and Economic Devel-
opment, “This is an exciting time for the
university, with new research labs, new
federal level research with partnerships
that include Texas A&M, University
of Texas at Austin, and Colorado State
University, and an enhanced economic
development research agenda that
includes our planning for a university
research park with the Killeen Cham-
ber of Commerce and the 14 Forward
Foundation.”

STUDENT POPULATION

Demographically, A&M Central Texas
students are the most broadly diverse
students of all regional universities

in the Texas A&M University System:
59.1 percent are “non-white,” 65 percent
are female and 35 percent are male.
More importantly, A&M Central Texas
students graduate in roughly the same
percentages as their ethnic representa-
tion, proving that they are successfully
retained after transfer; realizing their
goal of degree attainment.

Virtually 100 percent of A&M Central
Texas students transfer in after attend-
ing either a community college or uni-
versity, and 2 of every 3 of A&M Central
Texas undergraduate students are the
first person in their immediate family to
earn a degree. 40 percent are on active
duty, veterans, or members of military
families.

The most important factor may be
the University’s reputation for rela-
tively small class sizes that encourage a
more personalized approach and more
engagement. “Our faculty are remark-
able,” said Dr. Marc Nigliazzo, A&M
Central Texas president. “They are
passionate about their subject areas and
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John Sharp, chancellor for the Texas A&M University system, speaks to a packed atrium of Heritage
Hall on Jan. 25.

equally passionate about their students’
learning.”

A&M Central Texas’ unique status —1
of 3 upper-level (or “transfer level”) uni-
versities in the U.S. — creates natural
partnerships with the region’s commu-
nity colleges, keeping the cost of degree
attainment low compared to other Texas
public universities.

Also, with admissions standards that
balance scholarly ability as well as the
promise of access to undergraduate and
graduate degrees, A&M Central Texas
students are eligible for admission when
they have 30 college-level hours (typi-
cally; about 10 classes) and a minimum
GPA of 2.0.

Finally, A&M Central Texas lives up
to its mission of access by keeping its
tuition and fees within reach financially.

According to College for All Texans,
A&M Central Texas had the second low-
est average tuition and fees in 2018.

Karen Clos, Ed.D.  is executive director of Communications
& Advancement at Texas A&M University-Central Texas.
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KISD

FROM PAGE 68

Campuses are equipped with an
intercom system that allows communi-
cation between individual classrooms,
as well as throughout the entire campus.
These will be replaced at campuses that
have experienced gaps in their intercom
coverage or have aging systems.

Outside of the buildings, approximate-
ly 10 miles of perimeter fencing will be
installed throughout the district.

The newest high school is in the
design phase, and the estimated cost is
now $147 million, which is $24 million
under the original budget of $171 mil-
lion. Elementary School No. 36 is now
set to open in the fall of 2021, and the
estimated cost for that project has been
lowered to $40 million from the origi-
nally planned $45 million.

Proposition B allotted $191 million for
the consolidation of East Ward and West
Ward, a consolidation of Pershing Park,
Sugar Loaf and part of Bellaire elemen-

tary schools, and renovations on both
Clifton Park Elementary and Killeen
High School.

The East Ward and West Ward con-
solidation project had an initial budget
of $44 million for a renovation of the
current East Ward campus. This was
adjusted to $48 million in September
to allow for a brand new building to be
constructed on the East Ward site.

The bond originally budgeted $21 mil-
lion for a renovation of Clifton Park Ele-
mentary as part of a consolidation with
part of the Bellaire Elementary student
population. However, this plan was
adjusted in a unanimous board vote Oct.
9 to provide for a new campus to be con-
structed next to the site of Nolan Middle
School. This plan would allow for almost
the entirety of the elementary schools’
populations to remain together, rather
than splitting up Bellaire students. This
raised the cost of this project from $21
million to $40 million.

Students at Nolan already had been
slated to be moved out and rezoned
because an additional middle school was
in the strategic facilities plan for Harker

Heights. It’s not being built with bond
funds.

The plan for the Pershing Park
consolidation was also adjusted to ac-
count for the Bellaire population going
elsewhere. The original budget for this
consolidation went from $51 million to
$42 million.

Construction updates and a current
timeline of projects can be found on the
district’s website at https://killeenisd-
bond.org/bond-progress.html.

In a separate project, construction of
Maude Moore Wood Elementary School,
formerly Elementary School No. 35, is
well underway, according to Terry Ab-
bott, Chief Communications Officer for
Killeen Independent School District.

“Killeen ISD’s newly named Maude
Moore Wood Elementary School is com-
ing along fast,” Abbott said.

The school is in the White Rock sub-
division, between Blue Nile Drive and
Obsidian Drive, Morganite Lane and
Pyrite Drive.

The project is set for completion in
June and scheduled to open for the 2019-
20 school year, Abbott said.

CTC
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globe has been acknowledged for the
ninth consecutive year as the school
earned a ranking among the top Mili-
tary Times Best for Vets colleges. CTC
was ranked 10th among the best online
and non-traditional schools for military
veterans on the Best for Vets: College
2019 list.

Last year, CTC began a military ar-
ticulation paramedic program to award
credit to military or Department of
Defense first responders for their experi-
ence, knowledge and military trauma
courses.

Soldiers can articulate from their cur-
rent EMT certification to a paramedic in
two semesters, plus internship, instead
of the traditional four semesters.

CTC, the Soldier for Life Transition
Assistance program and the USO Path-
finder Program at Fort Hood joined with
the Manufacturing Institute’s Heroes
MAKE America to offer transitioning
soldiers industry-specific certifications
endorsed by the National Association

of Manufacturers, the Manufacturing
Skills Standards Council and Army
Career Tracker.

It offers a variety of industry-specific
skills and certifications to complete
the transition from the military to help
soldiers secure rewarding careers with
competitive wages in the manufacturing
industry.

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT

The commitment to the community
stretched beyond Fort Hood to neighbor-
ing universities as CTC signed articula-
tion agreements with both Texas A&M
University-Central Texas and the Uni-
versity of Mary Hardin-Baylor (UMHB).
The sealed partnerships will ease the
transition from a CTC associate degree
to a bachelor’s degree program through
either A&M-Central Texas or UMHB.

The articulation signings are one
more opportunity CTC provides its
students to transition seamlessly to
a four-year university and guarantee
transferability of credit hours.

While continuing to maintain some of
the lowest tuition rates in Texas, CTC
has initiated other cost reductions for
students.

CTC eliminated many fees associated
with registering for classes and most
recently, the school has begun offering
reduced and free textbooks.

In addition to its textbook lending pro-
gram, CTC has adopted Open Education
Resources (OER) to provide a no-cost ac-
cess to teaching, learning and research
materials in any medium — digital or
otherwise — which can result in signifi-
cant savings each semester.

In January, CTC implemented OER
for many English, public speaking, fine
arts and physics classes and is explor-
ing other OER opportunities for more
courses and programs.

For those looking for career training
opportunities and classes not requiring
a degree program, CTC offers many op-
tions through its Continuing Education
department.

Career training programs include
massage therapy, medical assistant,
veterinary assistant, certified nurse aide,
clinical medical assistant, pharmacy
technician and professional truck driving.
The department also offers a variety of ex-
ercise, personal enrichment, cooking, arts
and crafts, dance, language, photography;
computer, business and other classes.
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