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HOME & GARDEN A7

BY LARRY CAUSEY
FMENEWS SERVICE

BELTON — Vegetable
Gardening in Containers
was among the free seminars
Saturday for the Home and
Garden Show at the Bell
County Expo Center.

Sponsored by Temple Area
Builders Association, the
show continues from noon
to 5 p.m. today. Multiple
homebuilding and remodel-
ing information booths, a
Kids Zone, seminars by Bell
County Master Gardeners
and the SPJST Car Show will
again occupy Garth Arena,
the Assembly Hall and the
livestock building. Today’s
BCMG schedule is Insects at
1:30 p.m. and Vegetables at
2:30 p.m.

Pamela Dragoo , a five-year
member of BCMG, brought
the seminar on Vegetable Gar-
dening in Containers. Motiva-
tion for this type of gardening
could be having rocky soil, not
much yard space, or modest
harvesting goals, she said.
Some gardeners might just
want a few tomatoes, a few
vegetables or to add a little
color to the landscape, she
said.

Versatility, accessibility and
mobility are three advantages
to container gardening, she
said.

“You can put containers on
the balcony;” she said. “You
can grow plants you aren’t’ re-
ally able to grow in this area.”

With containers raised
above the ground, she said,
the gardener doesn’t have to
bend down, or muscle a tiller.

“And I like the idea that
there’s not a lot of weeds,” she
said. “Your soil is going to be a
lot nicer.”

As for mobility; she said if
the spot is too shady, or too
sunny, the gardener can move
the container.

She listed other advantages
of container gardening. For
example, it controls against
invader plants like mint or

oregano, she said.

“And if you move, you can
take all that with you,” she
said.

She recommended mak-
ing your own soil mix for the
containers. That would be
one-third amounts of coarse
vermiculite, peat moss and
compost. And it is better, she
said, to mix several composts
together, rather than staying
with one compost .

She encouraged the class to
consult AgriLifeExtension.
tamu.edu, the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension website
for gardening information.
She also recommended they
visit the Municipal Garden
in Killeen for an example of
good gardening.

Gail Atchison of Troy, one
of 43 people who attended the
seminar, said she had a regu-
lar garden in Florida but this
is her second growing season
in Texas.

“My first year, I didn’t have
good success,” she said. “I
think I planted too late.  had
alot of green on top but no
fruit .”

Her grape and cherry
tomatoes turned out well, but
she had trouble with large
tomatoes, she said.

Lou Hight , longtime BCMG
member, said a lot of booth
visitors asked about turf
grass and how to maintain
their lawns.

“It’s been a wet, warm
winter, and weeds are just
loving this kind of weather,”
she said. “We tell them to
mow the weeds before they go
to seed.”

It may not be too late to use
a pre-emergent, she said.

“The turf grass is dormant
at this time,” she said. “The
weeds carry on. It’s too early
to fertilize, so they’re just
going to have to deal with the
weeds in the best way pos-
sible.”

People should consult the
A&M website for suggestions
on weed-killing products, she

Billy Backmavyer, left, of Temple, and Merrill Sunde, of Killeen, look at cars
at the Temple Area Builders Association’s 44th annual Home and Garden
Show at the Bell County Expo Center in Belton on Saturday.

Michael Brown, of Jarrell, talks about hot tubs with Tammy Gill with A-Tex
Family Fun Center at the Home and Garden Show on Saturday.

Onur Bildik, of San Antonio, talks with his wife, Zera, about their handmade
lamps from Turkey at the Home and Garden Show on Saturday.
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of natural resource conservation efforts? Ready to
volunteer and willing to share what you learn?
Become a Texas Master Naturalist!
Registration is now open for the 2019 Class
Training will be most Tuesdays, March 19 - June 4.
Meet us and learn about Texas Master Naturalists at
booth A29 al the Home and Garden Expo.
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Air/Control

® 24 hr., service on all makes & models

= Commercial & residential equipment sales & service
& Affordable routine maintenance plans available

* Free estimates for replacement systems

= Ask about rebates and special financing options on qualifying Trane Comfort Systems

Locally owned & operated

www.airctrl.com

LIC# TACLAO3736C
AIR CONDITIONING * HEATING « GEOTHERMAL « HEAT PUMPS
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Temple: (254) 933-8030 | Waco: (254) 772-8042

Servlng Central Texas since 1989  Killeen: (254) 289-9110 | Georgetown: (512) 990-5344

Like us on
Facebook

BOILER / TURBINE
SPECIALISTS

Free Estimate | Mobile Available | Res/Ind/Comm

BLAST « PRIME * PAINT
LOCAL » MOBILE
Big or small, just give us a call!

OFFICE: (254)778-8096 + FAX: (254)770-0404 )
P.O. Box 1477 » Temple Texas 76503 BBB
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EMAIL: localshop@texblast.com
WEB ADDRESS: www.texblast.com
Call For Estimates
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
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For ques'lmns or nr:lers,
call us at:

254.534.5279 \

813 SPRING STREET
BELTON, TX

l

mwmumﬁ\
OFF FOR PREMILIM
GARDEN MIX & FOR
VETERANS, FREINDS
_(OF VETERANS

RY-TRUCK-TIRE

At Sunbelt RY Center, we carry quality

pre-owned Trucks and both new and
used RVs in the Belton, TX area. We
are Family Owned
since 1986.

2909 § Main St
Belton, TX
(254) 939-1792

5206 S General Bruce Dr
(254) 773-0765

Killeen
{254) 519-1652
5@ ramirezpools.com
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= TURFGRASS —

Growing Quality for Generations
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* CALL AHEAD FOR STORE PICKUP OR
DELIVERY




