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By Lydia Kautz
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It’s time for fall cleanup for anyone 
who has a yard — or a garden.

Geary County Extension Agent 
Chuck Otte, it’s a necessity.

“I think there’s a natural tendency 
in a lot of gardeners that by this time 
of year, it’s like, clap their hands, stick 
them in the air and say, ‘I’m done, 
I’m sick and tired of this’” he said of 
gardens. “And they just walk away 
from it — or they just spray it all with 
Round Up and say, ‘I’m going to 
worry about it later,’ or they take the 
mower in and they mow it off. None 
of those are good options.”

These options, he said, leave plant 
residue, weed seeds and dead plants 
in their garden plot.

“Leftover plants can harbor insects 
and diseases, which is going to come 
back to haunt you next year,” Otte 
said. 

He doesn’t even think it’s a good 
idea to put dead garden plants in 
the compost pile. Otte said it’s better 

to throw it in the dumpster or on the 
burn pile. It’s important to remove it 
from the plot. Dead tomato plants, 
he said, are especially bad about 
harboring insects and disease and 
can pass those diseases on to other 
crops such as potatoes and peppers.

“Mowing is the worst thing 
because it just scatters leaves every-
where and then you’ve got all these 
little bits that you’ll never collect up,” 
Otte said. “So take the time to care-
fully get the plants out.”

If the garden has been taken over 
by weeds, they still need to be pulled 
— not just cut off at ground level, 
removed.

“What you want to do is jiggle 
them as little as possible, keep as 
much seed on the plant and get the 
seed out of there,” he said. “Then try 
to get the garden tilled up.”

Tilling in autumn allows for early 
planting when growing season comes 
back around.
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As of Monday afternoon, the community’s active 
COVID-19 cases have decreased to 18, according to 
the Geary County Health Department.

According to the health department, active cases 
decreased by six. Two new cases were added to the 
health department’s total count. The total number of 
recovered cases went up by eight, increasing the 
number of recoveries to 284, by the health depart-
ment’s count. 

Two community members have died of the virus 
since it first struck the community in March. Three 
community members remain hospitalized with the 
virus. 

At this time, the Kansas Department of Health and 
the Environment lists Geary County’s total COVID-19 
numbers as 424.
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Pumpkins grow in the garden of Les Fehr of Geary County.
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The Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment is beginning Phase 
One of its unified COVID-19 testing 
strategy. Phase One will coordinate 
public and private testing efforts 
across the state.

Gov. Laura Kelly announced the 
rollout of Phase One during a press 
conference Monday afternoon dur-
ing which she tied the need to miti-
gate the virus with the state’s ability 
to attract business. 

“If we cannot reduce the virus’s 
spread throughout our communities, 
we risk undermining our economic 
progress,” she said.  “We must give 
prospective businesses market cer-

tainty that we can provide them with 
a healthy and productive workforce.”

The unified strategy seeks to 
increase routine screening in areas 
of the state with high, ongoing com-
munity spread of the virus. 

“Our testing strategy includes the 
continuation of diagnostic testing of 
individuals who are showing symp-
toms or have been in close contact 
with someone diagnosed with 
COVID-19,” Kelly said “We will 
increase routine testing in areas of 
the state with high on-going com-
munity spread. This kind of testing 
will be available in at-risk congregant 
settings such as nursing homes, cor-
rectional facilities and schools espe-
cially if contact tracing has proven 
difficult.” 

To date the testing has focused on 

those with symptoms. Now the state 

health officials will add non-symp-

tomatic testing in areas where they 

feel there is a concentration of 

COVID.

A combination of masks and rec-

ommended social distancing, we can 

better contain the virus – and Kansas 

schools and businesses can re-open 

responsibly. Keeping the virus at bay 

is a key to encouraging new business 

and industry.

“To keep our successes going we 

need a coordinated statewide 

approach to mask wearing and test-

ing,” she said. “And we need to get 

150,000 Kansans quality, affordable 

healthcare by expanding Medicaid.” 
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The staff at the Doro-
thy Bramlage Public 
Library is not about to 
let COVID-19 stop the 
annual Touch A Truck 
event. It will happen but 
will look a little different 
this year. 

Young People’s 
department head Kelly 
Liptak said some they 
are still working out 
some of the details but 
plan to move the event 
to a virtual platform. She 
is contacting organiza-
tions that have shown 
interest in helping and 

that participated in the 
past. 

Rather than having 
everyone get together in 
a parking lot on one day, 
they are going to have 
videos of the vehicles 
with an operator talking 
about it and demonstrat-
ing different aspects. For 
example, a firefighter 
might show how the fire 
hose works and a police 
officer might demon-
strate the lights and 
sirens.

“Our goal is to post 
one or two videos of 
these different organiza-

Junction City Union Staff

An arrest in Dickinson 
County may be related to 
several Junction City 
area burglaries, accord-
ing to the Abilene Police 
Department.

APD officers respond-
ed to a report of suspi-
cious activity on the 1400 
block of North Buckeye 
Avenue in Abilene. A cit-
izen had reported a sus-

picious male at a storage 
facility on the 300 block 
of Northeast 14th Street 
in Abilene. The male had 
fled the area on foot and 
officers tracked him 
down to the 2000 block 
of North Buckeye Ave-
nue. The male would be 
identified as Joshua Pat-
rick, age 22, of Dickson, 
Tennessee. 

Junction City Union Staff

Saturday evening at around 10:14 p.m., Junction City 
Police Department officers were dispatched to a residence 
on the 500 block of West Seventh Street in Junction City for 
a welfare check.

On arriving at the scene, officers found Carolina Alm-
endarez Marquez deceased inside the residence. The JCPD 
ruled her death a homicide, with an autopsy scheduled for 
the near future.

Early Sunday morning at roughly 1:40 a.m., the JCPD 
made an arrest in the case. Michael Chavez, who is a family 
member of the deceased, was arrested and charged with 
second degree murder in reference to the investigation into 
Almendarez Marquez’s death. Chavez has been booked into 
the Geary County Detention Center, where he remains 
pending his first appearance in court.

Autumn is here and with it comes the need for fall cleanup

Man arrested on charges of second degree 
murder in death of family member

Abilene Police Department 
apprehends suspect who 
may have burglarized JC 

storage units
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Betty Pope reads a free 
verse poem titled “Pain” 
on stage in Heritage Park 
Saturday. She was the first 
on stage in the second 
monthly Poetree in 
Motion event, held by 
Twanita Lassiter.

Poetree 

in 

Motion

Active COVID-19 
cases down to 18 in 

Geary County

State begins Phase One of COVID-19 testing

Touch A Truck 
event goes virtual

Please see Burglary, 3A

Please see TouchATruck, 3A

Please see Fall cleanup, 3A


