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Since Tuesday afternoon, nine more people have 
been added to the list of those who have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

According to the Geary County Health Depart-
ment, three new cases were identified Tuesday after-
noon and six new cases were identified Wednesday 
afternoon.

A total of six people have been listed as recovered 
as of Wednesday.

There are now 25 active positive cases of the virus 
in the community, according to the health depart-
ment.

Three community members have died of the virus 
and two people remain in the hospital with COVID-
19.

The Kansas Department of Health and the Envi-
ronment lists Geary County’s number of total 
COVID-19 cases as 463.

By Lydia Kautz
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The Junction City 
Commission discussed 
Blue Jay Way — a street 
associated with the new 
Junction City High 
School — at its Tuesday 
night meeting.

The city discussed 
helping to pay for the 
new road — at this time 
a gravel road — which 
will be heavily used 
when the new high 
school opens for busi-
ness next school year.

The city, if it chooses 
to pay to help with pav-
ing the road, will pay 
about $2 million for the 
project.

City Manager Allen 
Dinkel said the city has 
been interested in help-
ing with this project 
from early on. 

“From the get-go I 
think the city has always 
taken the attitude that 
whole mile of Blue Jay 
Way needs to be devel-
oped,” he said. “We’ve 
been on that ever since 
the high school was 
voted upon, because of 
safety and everything 
else.”

Not paving the road, 
Dinkel said, could cause 
wrecks and could lead to 
high levels of traffic 
going through a residen-

By GaiL Parsons
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COVID-19 has altered the way stu-
dents are learning this year but it has 
not dampened Blue Jay spirit, which 
has been on full display this week at 
Junction City High School. 

The virus put a stop to the home-
coming dance and the parade but 
with a few alterations spirit week has 
gone on with a vacation theme, said 
Jessica Roche, sophomore class 
sponsor. 

“Each day they have dress-up days 
like Hawaiian day, toga day and then 
staycation on Friday where they 
wear their Blue Jay gear,” she said. 
“Instead of floats for the parade we 

had each of our classes do a hallway 
decoration.”

Clubs that usually would have a 
float in the parade decorated bed-
sheets, which will go up on the fence 
around the football field.

Each class had a theme to follow; 
freshmen had the jungle theme, 
sophomores the beach, juniors had 
Roman and the seniors did a winter 
theme. 

The pep rally will go virtual on Fri-
day and will include pre-recorded 
activities and games.  

While it’s not ideal, Roche said 
students are adjusting and she sees 
the same amount of participation.

“I think our freshmen are really 
the most disappointed about not 
having a dance because it’s like, ‘Oh 

my gosh, I’m in high school, I get to 
go to a dance’ then ‘Oh, bummer’”, 
she said. “I think as far as canceling 
the dance, the freshmen have been 
affected the most. We’re still doing 
coronation and voting for homecom-
ing queen and king and prince and 
princesses.”

For remote students, it’s been 
more difficult to be involved, but 
Roche said they are finding ways to 
accommodate them as well. Stu-
dents who are remote leaners had 
the opportunity to help decorate the 
hallways and during the dress-up 
days they can participate through 
their zoom classes.

“We tried to include them as much 
as we could even though they aren’t 
in the building,” she said. 

By Lydia Kautz
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When Lisa Nabus found 
a lump in her breast after a 
routine self examination 
March 1, she knew imme-
diately what it might 
mean.

Despite not having a 
family history of breast 
cancer, she was aware of 
the risks and the possibili-
ties, so she went right to 
her healthcare provider.

Midwife Terrah Stroda 
brought her in right away 
for an exam.

“The ball just kept mov-
ing,” Nabus said. “That 
day, I went from her office 
right over to get a mam-
mogram done and then 
from there to ultrasound 
and then to biopsy.”

She didn’t have her 
answer yet, but all signs 
pointed to breast cancer.

“I could just tell from the 
way everybody was han-
dling my condition that it 
was very likely,” Nabus 
said.

The next day, she made 
an appointment for more 
tests to make sure it hadn’t 
metastasized — spread 

elsewhere in her body. 
While she was at Stroda’s 
office, Nabus said, she 
received her results. As 
suspected, she had breast 
cancer.

Stroda referred Nabus 
to the University of Kan-
sas Medical Center and by 
the end of the week, 
Nabus had started 
appointments.

Doctors biopsied her 
lymph nodes as well and 
found the cancer had 
spread there are well.

Medical professionals 
advised her to start che-
motherapy, then have sur-

gery and then have radia-
tion treatment. 

She started chemothera-
py — six rounds every 
three weeks.

“It was difficult,” she 
said. “It made me sick.”

About a week and a half 
after each round, Nabus 
would feel sick and 
fatigued — not at all her-
self. She would build her 
strength back up only to go 
in for another round of 
chemo and start the pro-
cess all over again. 
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Lisa Nabus, who was 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer in March, runs 
across the finish line with 
her fist raised while sur-
rounded by family and 
supporters at a 5k held 
July 4 as a fundraiser 
for her.
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Tuesday night, the City 
of Junction City dis-
persed its share of the 
SPARK money it received 
from Geary County.

SPARK funds are 
COVID-19 relief funds 
and must be spent on 
COVID-19-related 
expenses by the commu-
nity. 

The county has 
received roughly $6.3 
million in funds from 
this grant program. The 
city has been allocated 
about $1.4 million of 
those funds.

Some of the city’s allo-
cation will go to reim-
bursing city departments 
for COVID-19 related 
expenses they have 
already incurred such as 
personal protective 
equipment. Other 
expenses these funds 
will go to covering 
include the expense of 
not shutting off clients’ 
utilities — such as water 
— due to nonpayment, a 
program the city had in 
place earlier this year in 
light of the pandemic 
putting many people out 
of work.

The county and state 
have reviewed the city’s 
proposed projects.

The city approved the 
following expenses to be 

paid through the use of 
SPARK funds: 
$11,389.99 for a drug/
medical dispensing 
machine, $87,435.14  for 
a pair of Striker Power 
Load Ambulance Cots, 
$60,892.86 for ventila-
tors, $239,309.91 for 
personal protective 
equipment and medical 
waste disposal equip-
ment,  $41,804.85 for 
automated CPR 
machines,  $21,822.50 
for 125 computer moni-
tors with web cameras 
for city employees, 
$37,922.08 for 16 Sur-
face Pro laptop comput-
ers and accessories, and 
$23,499.96 for Clorox 
Total 360 Electrostatic 
Sprayers.

Junction City Fire 
Chief Terry Johnson said 
the medicine dispenser 
will allow EMTs to dis-
pense medications such 
as narcotics, which will 
be tracked as to when 
they were dispensed and 
who receives them.

The new ambulance 
cots have been proven to 
reduce back injuries, 
according to Johnson.

Ventilators have 
become an essential tool 
in fighting severe cases 
of COVID-19.

“We have seen an 
increase of respiratory 
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Students have celebrated Spirit Week at Junction City High School this week in anticipation of the Fall Homecoming game 
Friday.

SPARK funds 
dispensed to 
several city 

departments 
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