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Dr. Barbara Bollier, candidate for 
U.S. Senate, held a campaign stop in 
Junction City Saturday.

The lawn chair chat, as she called 
it, at Coronado Park drew a crowd of 
local residents interested in what she 
had to say.

Bollier is a former Republican who 
crossed party lines and is running as 
a Democrat against Republican can-
didate Dr. Roger Marshall.

After the discussion, Bollier sat 
down for an interview with the 
Union.

If elected, Bollier said she planned 
to cross the aisle to work with every-
one — Republicans and Democrats. 

“One of the other very top things 
that I’m hearing from people, here 
and everywhere, is that we need 
people who will work together,” she 
said. “They are so tired of the parti-
sanship and what I bring to the table 
for them is the ability to work across 
party lines. And not just the ability — 
the willingness and commitment to 
getting that done. We’re tired of a 
broken Washington. We’re tired of 
the partisanship. We need to move 
forward.”

Bollier has adopted a symbol — 
red and blue strands twined together 
resembling DNA, which she hopes 
conveys this message of unity and of 
scientific literacy, and her work as a 
physician.

“We should be working together,” 
she said. “And we absolutely can do 

that. And that’s what we need to be 
focusing on — how to get that done.”

One of Bollier’s first tasks, if elect-
ed, will be to take on healthcare 
reform, she said.

“(Kansans) want to have some-
thing affordable and accessible,” she 
said. “And we do that by building on 
the Affordable Care Act, helping peo-
ple if they want to maintain their pri-

vate insurance, that’s perfect, but by 
helping them by getting a public 
option buy-in. Something that’s less 
expensive, very likely based out of or 
like Medicare, and accessible to all. 
And the other thing we need to do — 
you know, it’s not just about getting a 
system — you also have to reduce 
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An 81-year-old Geary 
County man has died of 
COVID-19, Geary Coun-
ty Emergency Manage-
ment announced Thurs-
day night.

The Emergency Oper-
ations Center does not 
intend to release any 
more information per-

taining to this individu-
al’s death.

Geary County Emer-
gency Management 
Director Garry Berges 
did, however, extend 
condolences to the indi-
vidual’s family in a press 
release sent out Thurs-
day evening.
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Oct. 13 is the last day people can register to vote if 
they wish to participate in the general election Nov. 
3.

Geary County Clerk Rebecca Nordyke said her 
office would have extended hours for those who 
would like to register.

Today until 6 p.m., tomorrow from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. and Tuesday from 7 a.m. until 6:30 p.m., her 
office will be open to allow eligible Geary County 
voters to register before the November election.

People who have moved or changed their names 
will need to re-register. If someone is not certain if 
their registration is correct, they should contact Nor-
dyke’s office at 785-238-3912 and speak with one of 
the staff members there or check it out online at  
www.gearycounty.org. Just click on the “Election 
Information” icon on the left hand side of the screen, 
click on the link to “voter view.”
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Maj. Gen. Neal Creigh-
ton served as Fort Riley’s 
Commanding General 
from 1982 to 1984 and dur-
ing that time he formed 
indelible bonds in the 
community.

He passed away Sept. 15 
and will be buried at West 
Point.

His son, Neal Creighton 
Jr., has fond memories of 
his father from throughout 
his lifetime, including 
those two years at Fort 
Riley, which he spoke 
about with the Union Oct. 
8 in a phone interview 
from his home in Massa-
chusetts. Neal Creighton Jr. 
went through his last two 
years of high school during 
his father’s stint with Fort 
Riley. He played tennis 
and football at Junction 
City High School and ulti-
mately graduated from 
JCHS.

“I remember my dad 
coming to the games,” he 
said.

His sister Lisa, who now 
lives in Kansas City, had 
already graduated from 
high school by the time the 
Creightons made it to Kan-
sas, but she ended up 
attending college at Kan-
sas State University, where 
she played tennis for four 
years. 

“I remember him going 
to all the high school ath-
letes and going to watch 

my sister play at Kansas 
State,” Neal Creighton Jr. 
said. “I also remember 
going to quite a few K-State 
football games with him as 
well.”

He recalls his father 
bringing a group of Fort 
Riley’s wounded warriors 
— soldiers who were being 
rehabilitated — to a 
K-State football game.

“I have so many memo-
ries of my dad,” he said. 
“The time at Fort Riley was 
two years and probably the 
pinnacle of his military 
career.”

Fort Riley was Maj. Gen. 
Neal Creighton’s last 
assignment.

“It was really what he 
wanted to do,” his son said. 

After commanding the 
1st Infantry Division he 
retired from the military at 
age 55 and left to take on 
the job of City Manager for 
Asheville, North Carolina, 
but the family retained 
connections to local com-
munities. Later, the retired 
Major General would take 
over as CEO of a large 
foundation called the 
McCormick Foundation in 
Chicago, which his son said 
touched many lives 
through large donations to 
worthy causes.

One of these causes was 
the formation of a museum 
at Cantigny Park, a muse-
um in Illinois dedicated to 
the Big Red One — the divi-
sion he had once led.

Maj. Gen. Neal Creigh-
ton would go on to serve 
for about a year and a half 
as President of Westmin-
ster College.

He led efforts for the 
National Museum of the 
United States Army which 
is expected to open later 
this year in Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia.
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Geary County business owners who have 50 
employees or fewer and have made COVID-19 relat-
ed purchases can potentially receive reimbursement 
for up to $3,000.

County Commissioner Brad Scholz and members 
of the Economic Development Commission met 
Thursday to discuss how to use SPARKS funding 
from the state to provide grants to small businesses.

“I didn’t necessarily trust the state on SPARK two 
and three getting businesses any type of monies,” he 
said. “That proved to be true for SPARK two because, 
yes they opened it up to business, but it limited the 
type of businesses that can apply for it.”

Casa of the Eighth 
Judicial District 

receives VOCA funds
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Maj. Gen. Neal Creighton served from 1982 until 1984 as 
Commanding General of Fort Riley. He died Sept. 15 of this 
year, but his memory lives on.
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United States Senate candidate Dr. Barbara Bollier speaks to Junction City voters 
during a lawn chair chat campaign stop in Coronado Park Saturday afternoon.
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Casa of the Eighth 
Judicial District, which 
serves Geary County, has 
received a grant totaling 
$45,572 from the state.

Kansas Gov. Laura 
Kelly recently 
announced more than 
$21 million Federal Vic-
tims of Crime Act 
(VOCA) Victim Assis-
tance grants, including 
the grant to Casa.

According to Kelly’s 
administration, commu-
nity-based organizations 
such as Casa and local 
and state agencies pro-
viding services directly 
to crime victims are eli-
gible to receive VOCA 
grant program funds. 
Direct services include 
crisis counseling, tele-
phone and onsite infor-
mation and referrals, 

Please see Casa, 8A

Son of former Fort Riley CG looks back on his 
father’s life and time spent in this community


