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Junction City Union

The United Way of Junction City-Geary County will 
host their annual Day of Caring event Oct. 17 around 
the community. The day is a way to assist the elderly 
and disabled members of the community with basic 
yard maintenance that may have stacked up over the 
summer and “stuff that one would get a Blight Notice 
from the city for.”

“It is a great opportunity for volunteers to come 
together and give back to the aging and disabled 
community in Junction City or in Geary County,” said 
Nichole Mader, executive director United Way of 
Junction City-Geary County. “They can do basic yard 
work — raking leaves, pulling weeds, trimming — 
just really cleaning up. By all means, we are not pro-
fessional landscapers. We can’t go in and repaint a 
house. We would love to be able to, we can’t repaint 
a house so this has to be basic yard maintenance.”

Tasks could include, but are not limited to, picking 
weeds out of flower gardens, picking up tree branch-
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A mule-drawn covered wagon makes it’s way down the 
street outside the Custer house on Fort Riley Saturday dur-
ing Apple Day, which was virtual this year because of COVID-
19.

Lydia Kautz • Union
2020 Fall Apple Day 
Pie Queens Kristin 
Jopling and Katina 
Jackson pose for pho-
tos on the porch of the 
Custer House Satur-
day on Fort Riley.

Please see COVID-19, 2A

Please see Caring, 3A
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School board members will discuss hiring 

a speech language pathologist and classroom 

aide during its regular board of education 

meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday at the Mary 

Devin Center. USD 475 staff request the posi-

tions because of the additional workload 

remote learning has added.

According to an agenda memo the casel-

oads of speech language pathologists in the 

district “are becoming unrealistic to support 

with the addition of remote learning duties 

and students in-person, as well as a backlog 

of evaluations from last spring and an indi-

vidual working remotely.”

The second new position is for an aide to 

work in the third-grade classroom at Wash-

ington Elementary School. Because of the in-

person and remote structure there is one 

third-grade teacher with 25 children. District 

procedure requires an aide in third through 

fifth grade classrooms when the student 

attendance reaches 25 or more.

Staff is requesting the positions for the cur-

rent year only.

The board will also review strategic plan 

presentations from three consulting compa-

nies. A vote to choose one of the companies 

to guide the district in the development of its 

strategic plan was on the agenda at the 

board’s Sept. 17 meeting.

Following a lengthy discussion, which 

included questioning the need for an outside 

consulting company to assist with the strate-

gic planning, the board requested Superin-

tendent Reginald Eggleston more informa-

tion regarding each company.
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On a stage at Junction 
City Middle School in 
2006, a sixth-grade student 
played her violin in front 
of a live audience — it was 
her first introduction to 
orchestra. Now, 14 years 
later Daijana Wallace is 
sharing her music to a 
much broader audience. 

Wallace has earned sev-
eral accolades since she 
left Junction City and 
embarked on her music 
education and career, first 
at Wichita State University 
and now at the University 
of Michigan. Most recently 
the ensemble Loadbang 

contacted her to commis-
sion an original score for 
them.

“They’re based out of 
Boston and New York 
City,” said the celloist and 
composer. “They’re con-
sidered one of the bigger 
names and bigger ensem-
bles. They got in touch 
with me asking me to work 
on a piece for them. I’m 
excited to be doing that.”

She credits the power of 
social media and network-
ing for the commission. 
She and Loadbang’s trom-
bonist follow each other 
on social media and one 
day, out of the blue, he 
contacted her and asked if 
he could preview the score 

of a piece she had shared. 
“Then a couple of weeks 

later, their trumpet player 
got in touch with me.” She 
said. “He was like, ‘Hey, 
we love this and we would 
love to work with you.’ 
Some days it doesn’t feel 
real to have such an 
opportunity like this.” 

She was also recently on 
a New Music Listening 
Club podcast. She said 
didn’t realize how big of a 
deal that was until after 
she saw the reactions of 
her friends when she 
shared it on her Facebook 
page. 

With all her success — 
having a world-class 
ensemble reach out to 

commission her, perform-
ing in Italy and having her 
work make it to an interna-
tional stage, Wallace said 
her greatest achievement 
to date is graduating from 
Wichita State University 
with two bachelor’s 
degrees, one in music 
composition and one cello 
performance.

“I worked really hard for 
those two pieces of paper,” 
she said. “I’m so grateful 
for all the mentorship and 
the opportunities that I 
had gathered along the 
way.”

But it all started at Junc-
tion City Middle School 

Third person dies 
of COVID-19

Junction City Union Staff

A 49-year-old local male has died of COVID-19 
after “several weeks” in intensive care at the hospital, 
according to Geary County Emergency Management.

The Emergency Operations Center is not able to 
release any more information about this individual’s 
death.

“We are saddened to hear of the passing of the 
individual and our condolences go out to his family,” 
Geary County Emergency Management Director 
Garry Berges said in a press release Friday.

In light of this death and the continued presence of 
COVID-19 in the community, Geary County residents 
are strongly encouraged to continue wearing masks 
in public places, practicing social distancing, and 
using good hand hygiene, washing often and sanitiz-
ing when necessary. 

Courtesy photo
Junction City High School graduate Daijana Wallace performs the cello in Wichita. Wallace started her musical path in Junc-
tion City and is now making a name for herself in the world of classical music as a composer.

Please see Wallace, 8A
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Fort Riley’s Fall Apple Day 
went on as a largely virtual 
event Saturday due to the con-
tinued presence of COVID-19 
in the community.

The event was much 
changed from last year, but 
pies made using Libbie 
Custer’s famous secret apple 
pie recipe still made an 
appearance. About 500 pies 
were made this year — far 
fewer than usual — and sold 
by the slice with or without ice 
cream or whole, frozen and 
unbaked. 

2020 Pie Queens Katina Jack-
son and Kristin Jopling were 

present to take part in the 
event. Every year, the pie 
queens — who are the only 
ones entrusted with the secret 
recipe — help make and sell 
the pies, the sales of which 
benefit The Historical and 
Archeological Society of Fort 
Riley (HASFR).

“We’re having the time of 
our lives,” Jopling said. “We’ve 
worked hard through this last 
week and now we’re just trying 
to have fun and get to know 
our community and be all 
smiles and sell apple pies 
today.”

Jackson said it felt good to 
see people support them, 
despite limitations put on the 
event by COVID-19.

“It just feels good to be 
part of a years-long tradi-
tion,” Jackson said. 

Jopling believed the Fort 
Riley community would do 
what they could to help 

them celebrate, in 
however muted 

a fashion. 
Jackson 
agreed, say-

ing that even 
if there were 

fewer par-
tici-

pants this year, she 
believed those who took 
part would still have a 
good time.

HASFR Vice President 
Kim Burke said everyone 
was sad to not be able to 
have the traditional, in-
person Apple Day.

“Ee’re all pretty disap-
pointed we couldn’t have 
the full Apple Day experi-
ence,” she said. “But I real-
ly think the post came 
together really well to 
come up with an alterna-
tive to it, so you can still 
see what Apple Day is all 
about, and get a historic 
feel for what Fort Riley has 
to offer — and we still got 
to do pies too.”

Burke said she looked 
forward to performances 
by the Commanding Gen-
eral’s Mounted Color 
Guard and to people 
enjoying the pies. She 

hoped all the pies sold.
“A lot of the volunteers 

work really hard this 

Fall Apple Day goes on in scaled down, 

virtual ceremony


