All-County girls

WCC walk-through
graduation is Aug. 6-7

Erica Wyatt of conference tri-champion Wilkes Central
and Carson Ledford of West Wilkes head squad. Page B1

See Page A6
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18 test positive at Westwood Hills
By JULE HUBBARD
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

At least 18 people have tested
positive in Wilkes County’s third
COVID-19 outbreak at a congregate living facility.
Five staff members and 13
residents of the facility tested
positive last week, according to
a media statement released Friday by Westwood Hills spokesman Martha McMillan of Garner
in response to a call from the
Wilkes Journal-Patriot.
Residents of the facility with

COVID-19 were transferred to
a COVID-19 special care unit in
Guilford County, leaving “zero
positive residents here at Westwood Hills,” said the statement.
“We will continue to retest our
employees and residents routinely, as per our protocol, and
under the direction of the Wilkes
County Health Department.”
Wilkes Health Department
Director Rachel Willard said
Tuesday that health department
officials are trying to determine
if more than 18 people at West-

wood Hills have tested positive
now. When Willard confi rmed
the outbreak Thursday night,
she said five staff members and
13 residents had tested positive.
Willard said the facility had
all remaining Westwood Hills
staff and residents—a total of
291 people—tested on July 20
after the fi rst test came back
positive.
She said the outbreak at Westwood Hills was confi rmed late
on the afternoon of July 22. The
N.C. Department of Health and

Human Services (DHHS) defi nes two or more people with
COVID-19 in a congregate living
setting as an outbreak.
It’s up to congregate living
facilities to notify family members of residents when they have
COVID-19 outbreaks, said Willard, adding that she believed
this was done.
The statement from McMillan
said, “Please know that we continue to monitor our residents’
temperatures and assess them
for signs and symptoms of CO-

VID-19 every shift. Likewise, we
continue to rigorously screen
staff prior to all shifts.”
“In the event any resident or
staff member exhibits symptoms
consistent with the virus, or
tests positive, we will continue
to work with the Wilkes County
Health Department and the facility medical director for guidance
on care and communication.”
The statement listed dozens of
steps taken at Westwood Hills

And the wall came tumbling down
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LARGE SECTION OF WALL of a 40,000-square-foot building collapsed onto Second Street in North Wilkesboro in a rainstorm Tuesday afternoon. No vehicles were damaged, but one northbound lane of Second Street was blocked. Lumber and other materials are
being salvaged from the building, which “Nike” Smithey constructed as a warehouse for his chain of stores in 1940.

Progress with a price
Duke plan addresses energy needs, but requires easements
By MARTY McGEE
Wilkes Journal-Patriot Staff

The North Wilkesboro commissioners
expressed concern about a Duke Energy
request for permanent easements on town
property during their July 23 meeting.
The also said they want more information
about the requests, which would facilitate
Duke Energy multi-year plans to increase
capacity and reliability of the town’s elec-

trical infrastructure.
Town Manager Wilson Hooper said that
when the work planned by Duke Energy is
completed in a couple of years, “we’ll have
electricity infrastructure here that’s safer
and more reliable and has higher capacity.
So, that’ll be a good thing for us. It’s good
for (business) recruitment, for example.”
However, Hooper noted earlier that the
land with the easements could never be

Dr. David Daniel led WCC
in period of strong growth
EDITOR’S NOTE: An obituary for Dr. David Daniel is on
Page A9.
Dr. David E. Daniel, second
president of Wilkes Community College (July 1977 to April
1989), died after an extended
illness on July 23.
Daniel, 83, died in Midland,
Texas, where he was president
of Midland College from 1991 to
2008, and where he later lived.
Daniel was born in Gaffney
on Sept. 13, 1936, to the late
Joseph and Helen Hill Daniel.
Survivors include his wife,
See DANIEL, Page A2

developed.
Duke plans to install higher capacity
hardware along several rights-of-way in the
town and on a town-owned, 0.59-acre public parking lot bordered by D Street on the
north, an alley on the south and buildings
along 10th Street and Ninth Streets in the
west and east respectively.
See EASEMENTS, Page A2

See OUTBREAK, Page A3

COVID-19
claims 2 in
their 50s
Wilkes County Health Department Director Rachel
Willard announced Friday
that two more Wilkes residents died from causes related to COVID-19 last week,
bringing the county’s total
to nine.
Willard said that in both
cases, the victims had underlying health conditions.
Both died at hospitals in
Winston-Salem. One was a
person in his/her 50s who
died July 23 and the other
was a person in his/her late
50s who died July 22.
The other COVID-19-related Wilkes deaths were, in
chronological order:
• on July 9, a person
in his /her 90s who died
on July 9 at a hospital in
Winston-Salem;
• on May 28, a person in
his/her 60s who died at a
hospital in Winston-Salem;
• on May 27, a person in
his/her 70s who died at a
hospital in Guilford County;
• on M ay 2 2 , a p erson in his / her late 60s
who died at a hospital in
Winston-Salem;
• on the afternoon of May
20, a person in his/her 90s
who died at a hospital in
Winston-Salem;
• on morning of May 20,
a person in his/her late 80s,
who died at a hospital in
Winston-Salem;
• on March 31, a woman
in her late 60s who died at
Wilkes Medical Center in
North Wilkesboro.
The N.C. Department of
Health and Human Services reported that as of Tuesday, 1,820 North Carolina
residents had died from
COVID-19.

Diplomas awarded, one-by-one
A large portion of members
of the Wilkes County high
school class of 2020 participated in unique graduation
ceremonies spaced out over
Thursday and Friday of last
week and Monday and Tuesday of this week in gyms at
each school.
Each graduating senior had
the opportunity to sign up for
10-minute time slots during the
four days in which the student
walked across a traditional
stage and accepted a diploma from the principal or other school official, one-by-one.
Time for photos was allowed.

DR. DAVID DANIEL
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WILKES
EARLY COLLEGE HIGH
SCHOOL
Principal
Michelle
Shepherd
bumps elbows with
Hunter
Mathis after presenting
him his
diploma
Monday.

See GRADUATION, Page A3
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